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  You can browse through the Back-Matter in this eBook to discover how Ransom Press International and its partner ministries are reaching the lost and impoverished souls of this world through their Bible and Christian literature campaigns, Christian radio broadcasts, Christian motion pictures, preaching the gospel of Jesus Christ (in person, podcasts and YouTube), providing clean drinking water for remote communities, and much more.


  The Holy Spirit and Christian Maturity


  At Ransom Press International we embrace the ministry of the Holy Spirit as essential to Christian maturity, and paramount to living a life victorious over sin, the world, and the devil. Unless we are directed by the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit we have no hope of an inheritance with Christ, for all that are led by the Spirit of God, the same are sons of God (Romans 8).


  As joint-heirs with Christ, we may receive of the Father’s pleasure and promise, everything that Christ has received, including the anointing of the Holy Spirit. And by the Spirit we have gifts and ministry, yet these bear fruit through us in step with our desire to do things God’s way, and not our own. Due to this, we see differences in gifts and ministry among the sons of God, for all come to maturity in their own time and according to their willingness to bear the cross of Christ. For this same reason we would not assume all manifest the same power and anointing, over a given course of time, yet we do expect that all will reach maturity with a powerful anointing.



  It is with this in mind that our ministry focuses on preaching Christ at every level of belief and faith, being long-suffering with those who mature slowly, yet keeping pace to meet the need of those progressing from hearing to seeing by the Spirit. Therefore, we do not favor groups or denominations, one over another, nor do we produce Christian materials that promote any belief system other than the cross of Christ and all that is accomplished by it. We recognize the Holy Spirit as our sole covering and, therefore, our allegiance is not to men nor organizations. However, we are ready and willing to cooperate with men and organizations where, by the Spirit, the same are ministering with pure hearts and clean hands. To preach the cross of Christ and accomplish the work of God to save souls from among all men—especially those who seem unlikely candidates for the kingdom of God.


  At Ransom Press International our ultimate mission is for the perfecting of the saints in the work of the ministry, unto the edifying of the body of the Christ until we all come forth in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the coming of age of the Christ: That we no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness, by which they lie in wait to deceive, but following the truth in charity, let us grow up into him in all things, who is the head, the Christ: From whom the whole body fitly joined together and well tied together among itself by the nourishment that every connecting bond supplies, by the operation of each member according to measure they have received, making increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in charity (Ephesians 4:12–16).
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  Introduction


  The Promise


  Of ninety-seven references to the Holy Spirit in the Jubilee Bible translation, fifty-five are in the Scriptures attributed to Luke, the medical doctor associated with Jesus and the apostles and who accompanied the apostle Paul and others on missionary journeys.[1] The power of the Holy Spirit is what makes the gospel so dynamic. 


  After his death and resurrection, Jesus told his disciples: 


  Behold, I shall send the promise of my Father upon you, but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye are endued with power from on high (Luke 24:49). 


  And gathering them together, he commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, Which, he said, ye have heard of me. For John truly baptized in water, but ye shall be baptized in the Holy Spirit not many days from now (Acts 1:4–5).[2]


  The promise was to Abraham and to his seed (Jesus Christ) of an everlasting inheritance [3] (of which the down payment, or earnest, is the Holy Spirit) and that all the Gentiles (all those individuals, families, tribes, and nations who are not in a proper covenant with God) shall be blessed in him.[4] This was ratified to Isaac, the son of the promise,[5] and to Jacob,[6] who God later named Israel.[7] God describes Abraham as a prophet,[8] and the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.[9] So, in order to prophesy, Abraham had to be moved by the Spirit. The fullness of the promise is linked to eternal inheritance and eternal life.[10]


  The apostle Paul sums up some very pertinent details regarding the promise:


  Galatians 3


  5  He therefore that gives unto you the Spirit and does works of power among you, does he do it by the works of the law or by the obedient ear of faith?


  6  Even as Abraham believed God and it was accounted to him for righteousness.


  Abraham’s belief was not solely intellectual. His faith was dynamic. He obeyed God and left Ur of the Chaldees, when God spoke to him, and set out across the desert. At God’s command, he took Isaac, his only begotten son, and would have sacrificed him on Mount Moriah if God would not have restrained him.[11] He lived all of his life in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise and never built his own city because he looked for a city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.[12] 


  7  Know ye therefore that those who are of faith, the same are the sons of Abraham.


  8  And the scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles through faith, evangelized Abraham in advance, saying, In thee shall all the Gentiles be blessed.


  9  So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.


  It is by the Spirit that we may put to death the deeds of the body and live.[13] If we are of faith, we may become joint-heirs of the promise with Christ.[14] 


  10  For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, Cursed is every one that continues not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.


  11  But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God, it is evident, for The just shall live by faith.[15]


  A major theme of the Reformation was that the just shall live by faith. The restoration of this simple truth, as the Holy Spirit moved in and through the martyrs and reformers, helped Western civilization emerge from the dark ages. However, there has always been pressure to return to some form of legalism or self-works. Make no mistake, the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.[16] Today, there is an increase of those who once again strive to submit God’s people to rules and regulations and rituals that impede the liberty and life of the Spirit and empower the curse.


  12  And the law is not of faith, but The man that does the commandments shall live by them.[17]


  13  Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us, (for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangs on a tree [18]),


  14  That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.


  The promise of the Spirit is part of the blessing of Abraham, and we may appropriate it through faith—by believing what God says and trusting and depending upon him to do for us by his grace, that which we cannot do for ourselves.


  15  Brethren, (I speak after the manner of men) Even when a covenant is of man, once it is confirmed, no one cancels it or adds to it.


  16  Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He did not say, And to seeds, as of many, but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ.


  It is not possible to separate the fulfillment of the promise from Christ. However, Jesus is now the head of the many-membered body of Christ of which we may be included, as members in particular,[19] if we are in him.[20]


  17  And this I say that regarding the covenant, that was confirmed before of God in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after, cannot cancel it, that it should make the promise of no effect.


  18  For if the inheritance is of the law, it is no longer of promise; but God gave it to Abraham by promise.


  Therefore, it is clear that we may claim the promise by faith and that it is courting disaster to come back under bondage to any form of law or legalism that may hinder or quench the Spirit.[21] 


  For all the promises of God are yes in him, and in him Amen, by us for the glory of God. Now he who confirms us with you unto Christ and has anointed us is God; who has also sealed us and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts (2 Corinthians 1:20–22).


  John reports that when Jesus first appeared to his disciples after his resurrection, he breathed on them and said unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit.[22]


  Luke reports that right before Jesus was taken up into heaven, he opened their understanding that they might understand the scriptures.[23]


  Unless the Lord Jesus Christ opens our understanding, we will never understand the Scriptures on more than just a superficial, historical, or legalistic level. And for us, the promise of the Father [24] will remain a mystery. Unless Jesus sends the promise of his Father upon us, we will not be endued with power from on high.[25]


  How many modern scribes and Pharisees and Sadducees are scattered throughout Christendom today who attempt to worship and serve and represent God when their understanding has not been opened, and they have not received power from on high? How many are simply participating in religious humanism and have not experienced deep circumcision of their hearts and transformation of their minds and souls by the Holy Spirit?


  Prepare your heart and pray that Jesus will open your understanding of the Scriptures as you read this treatise. Ask that you will receive the promise of the Father if this is not already the case.


  


  

    

        1  	Colossians 4:14


    


    

        2  	Emphasis added in both passages.


    


    

        3  	Genesis 17:8


    


    

        4  	Genesis 17:18


    


    

        5  	Genesis 26:3–6, 24; Romans 9:6–8


    


    

        6  	Genesis 28:13–15


    


    

        7  	Genesis 32:28–30


    


    

        8  	Genesis 20:7


    


    

        9  	Revelation 19:10


    


    

      10  	Hebrews 9:15; 1 John 2:25


    


    

      11  	Genesis 22:1–14; Hebrews 11:17–19


    


    

      12  	Hebrews 11:9–10


    


    

      13  	Romans 8:13


    


    

      14  	Romans 8:17


    


    

      15  	Habakkuk 2:4; Hebrews 10:38


    


    

      16  	2 Corinthians 3:6


    


    

      17  	Ezekiel 20:10–26


    


    

      18  	Deuteronomy 21:22–23


    


    

      19  	1 Corinthians 12:27


    


    

      20  	Romans 15:12; Colossians 2:6


    


    

      21  	1 Thessalonians 5:19


    


    

      22  	John 20:22


    


    

      23  	Luke 24:45, 51


    


    

      24  	Acts 1:4–5


    


    

      25  	Luke 24:49


    


  




  


   


  Chapter One


  Luke Chapter 1


  1  Forasmuch as many have attempted to set forth in order the history of those things which among us have been most certain,


  2  even as those who were eyewitnesses from the beginning taught us and thus were ministers of the word,


  3  it seemed good also to me, after having understood all the things from the beginning with great diligence, to write them unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus,[26]


  4  that thou mightest know the security of those things in which thou hast been instructed.


  The name Luke means “he who gives light,” and his account of the gospel, after he understood all the things from the beginning with great diligence was so that Theophilus (which can apply to any of us) might know the security of those things in which he had been instructed. Luke, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, wrote them unto him in order—a systematic, well-ordered report.


  This gospel account was written at a time of great persecution and unrest. Luke says many have attempted to set forth an orderly chronicle of the history of the things that have been most certain among the eyewitnesses to the life of Jesus Christ. Yet, Scripture contains only four accounts, each one zeroing in on the gospel from the perspective of the key witnesses chosen by God.


  5  There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia,[27] and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.


  Zecharias means “the LORD remembers,” and Elisabeth [28] means “consecrated.” In the days of Herod, there had been no direct prophetic word for close to four hundred years, ever since the Old Testament Canon was closed with the book of Malachi (which contains a serious warning regarding corruption and contamination among the priesthood). 


  6  And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the commandments and ordinances of the Lord, blameless.


  7  And they had no child because Elisabeth was barren, and they both were now well advanced in years.


  8  And it came to pass that while he executed the priest’s office before God [29] in the order of his course,


  9  according to the custom of the priest’s office, his lot was to burn incense entering into the temple of the Lord.


  10  And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the time of incense.


  11  And there appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense.


  At this time, there had been no mention of the ark of the covenant since the middle of the reign of King Solomon. If the ark was not in the holy of holies, this would make it impossible to perform the established rituals on the Day of Atonement (or reconciliation) when the high priest was to sprinkle the blood on the seat of reconciliation (translated in some Bibles as the mercy seat) above the ark. They did, however, have the altar of incense, symbolizing the prayers of God’s clean people having access to the presence of God in the realm represented by the holy of holies, and Zacharias and Elisabeth were both righteous and blameless before God.


  12  And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon him.


  13  But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias, for thy prayer is heard; and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John.


  John in Greek has basically the same meaning as the name David in Hebrew: “beloved.” Throughout the Old Testament, anyone who saw an angel of the Lord thought they most likely would die. This is why the holy of holies was veiled off from the holy place where the normal ministry and fellowship of the priests took place. God’s people had been praying for four hundred years, and this is the first recorded instance in Scripture confirming that God had heard and would answer. Similar times of spiritual drought have happened and are happening among sectors of the Christian church.


  14  And thou shalt have joy and gladness; and many shall rejoice at his birth.


  15  For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink; and he shall be filled with the Holy Spirit,[30] even from his mother’s womb.


  In order to prophesy (to speak God’s words instead of our own words), the critical factor is the anointing or presence of the Holy Spirit, which is actually tied to the testimony and presence of our Lord Jesus Christ.[31] John the Baptist would be filled with the Holy Spirit from his mother’s womb even prior to his natural birth.


  16  And he shall turn many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God.


  17  And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the rebellious to the prudence of the just, to make ready a prepared people for the Lord. 


  It is clear that the sons of Israel desperately needed to be turned to the Lord their God. This continues to be the modern situation of much of Israel and the church. Once again, the hearts of the fathers need to be turned to the children, and the hearts of the rebellious to the prudence of the just. And he [John] shall go before him [Jesus Christ] in the spirit and power of Elijah [32] [of the Holy Spirit].


  I believe it is also the plan and purpose of God today to raise up those who have been filled with the Holy Spirit—even before they are “born again”—so they may prepare the way for the second coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in the spirit and power of Elijah [33] (in the fullness of the Holy Spirit) so that the entire prophecy of Malachi 4:1–6 will be completely fulfilled. Immediately prior to the second coming when the seventh or last trumpet begins to sound, the mystery of God will be finished.[34]


  18  And Zacharias said unto the angel, Whereby shall I know this? for I am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in years.


  19  And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and am sent to speak unto thee and to show thee this gospel.


  20  And, behold, thou shalt be dumb and not able to speak until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou didst not believe my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season.


  Even though Zacharias was righteous and blameless before God, and even though he was filled with fear and troubled at the presence of the angel Gabriel, he could not bring himself to believe what the angel told him because it was humanly impossible. He and his wife were simply too old to have a son. There was no way they could bring forth new life. Gabriel had been sent not only to speak to him but also to show [him] this gospel, this good news that there would soon be a new king. By taking away his ability to speak, God not only showed Zacharias the power of the gospel but also made sure he would not be able to spread any doubts or unbelief.


  Today there also are those who, even though righteous and blameless, seem to have great trouble believing God’s great (humanly impossible) promises regarding what he is about to perform.


  21  And the people waited for Zacharias and marvelled that he tarried so long in the temple.


  22  And when he came out, he could not speak unto them; and they perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple, for he communicated with signs and remained speechless.


  Zacharias came out of the temple unable to talk and attempted to communicate what had happened with signs. Today, for those who are unable to hear with clarity from the spiritual realm, the signs of the times offer orientation.[35]


  23  And it came to pass that as soon as the days of his ministration were accomplished, he departed to his own house.


  24  And after those days his wife Elisabeth conceived and hid herself five months, saying,


  25  Thus hath the Lord dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away my reproach among men.


  It is not clear why, but Elisabeth hid her pregnancy for five months.


  26  And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee named Nazareth


  27  to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David and the virgin’s name was Mary.


  28  And the angel came in unto her and said, Hail, thou that art much graced, the Lord is with thee; blessed art thou among women.


  29  And when she saw him, she was troubled at his words and wondered in her mind what manner of salutation this should be.


  The angel Gabriel was sent to the virgin Mary in the sixth month. Note that here the Scripture is counting time using the conception of Elisabeth as the baseline. This time, the angel is sent to Galilee, also called Galilee of the Gentiles by the prophet Isaiah.[36] Mary was engaged to be married to Joseph of the house of David, but they were not living in the land of Judah at the time that Mary conceived.


  30  Then the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary, for thou hast found grace with God.


  31  And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb and bring forth a son and shalt call his name Jesus.


  32  He shall be great and shall be called the Son of the Highest, and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David;


  33  and he shall reign in the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there shall be no end.


  Mary was troubled when she saw the angel Gabriel but was told not to be afraid. No one who has truly found grace with God should ever be afraid of the future. The throne of David is linked to everlasting dominion and peace.[37] The house of David is linked to the Messiah and is promised sure mercies forever.[38] As a young Jewish woman, Mary must have been familiar with these prophecies. Her song to the Lord shortly after this would demonstrate her knowledge of Scripture. 


  34  Then Mary said unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?


  35  And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Spirit shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.


  The Lord Jesus is called both Son of man (denoting his humanity) and Son of God (denoting his divinity). It was this latter title that was used by the Sanhedrin as the basis to condemn him to death.[39]


  36  And, behold, thy relative Elisabeth, she has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren.


  37  For with God nothing is impossible.


  38  Then Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.


  God had Gabriel bring up the miracle of the conception of Elisabeth to increase the faith of Mary. When Mary called herself the handmaid of the Lord, this was the same as saying that she was the slave of the Lord. In other words, her response was to tell God that she belonged unreservedly to him and that he could do with her as he saw fit. When Gabriel heard this, he knew that his mission had been successful and departed from her. 


  39  And Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste into a city of Juda


  40  and entered into the house of Zacharias and saluted Elisabeth.


  41  And it came to pass that when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit;


  Mary was literally pregnant with the living Word of God (Jesus) by the Holy Spirit. This had an overwhelming effect on Elisabeth and on her unborn son, John.


  42  and she spoke out with a loud voice and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb.


  43  And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?


  44  For, behold, as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.


  45  And blessed is she that believed, for there shall be a performance of those things which were told her from the Lord.


  Zacharias was struck dumb because he did not believe Gabriel. Mary believed the angel of the Lord and not only received confirmation of her great promises but a very special blessing. Then she began to prophesy:


  46  Then Mary said, My soul magnifies the Lord,


  47  and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Saving Health,


  48  for he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden; for, behold, from now on all generations shall call me blessed.


  Mary has been blessed and edified and uplifted in both her soul and her spirit. This will be recognized from now on, unto all generations.


  49  For he that is mighty has done great things unto me, and holy is his name.


  50  And his mercy is on those that fear him from generation to generation.


  51  He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.


  52  He has put down the mighty from their thrones and exalted the humble.


  53  He has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent empty away.


  54  He has received his servant Israel in remembrance of his mercy


  55  as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed forever.


  56  And Mary abode with her about three months and then returned to her own house.


  It seems that Mary stayed with Zacharias and Elisabeth until the birth of John the Baptist.


  57  Now Elisabeth’s full time came that she should be delivered and she brought forth a son.


  58  And her neighbours and her relatives heard how the Lord had showed great mercy upon her, and they rejoiced with her.


  Scripture does not state exactly how old Elisabeth was when she gave birth, but it is clear that she was old enough so that her family and neighbors heard how the Lord had showed great mercy upon her, and they rejoiced with her, and the wonderful news of what God had done spread.


  59  And it came to pass that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they called him Zacharias after the name of his father.


  60  And his mother answered and said, Not so, but he shall be called John.


  61  And they said unto her, There is none of thy kindred that is called by this name.


  62  And they communicated with signs to his father, asking how he would have him called.


  63  And he asked for a writing table and wrote, saying, His name is John. And they all marvelled.


  64  And his mouth was opened immediately, and his tongue loosed, and he spoke blessing God.


  65  And fear came on all that dwelt round about them, and all these things were spoken of throughout all the hill country of Judaea.


  66  And all those that heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, Who shall this child be! And the hand of the Lord was with him.


  Three things were powerful signs and wonders that indicated to God’s people who heard of them that God was about to do something tremendous: (1) the old age of Zacharias and Elisabeth, (2) the inability of Zacharias to speak from the time the angel spoke with him in the temple until the miraculous birth of his son, (3) the loosing of his tongue at the precise time of circumcision on the eighth day (also, apparently, this was the time to officially name the child).


  To top it off, God used Zacharias to give an exact prophetic description of what was going to happen:


  67  And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying,


  68  Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and made redemption for his people


  69  And has raised up a horn of saving health for us in the house of his servant David,


  70  as he spoke by the mouth of the saints who from the beginning were his prophets;


  71  salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all that hate us;


  72  to fulfill mercy unto our fathers and remembering his holy covenant


  73  of the oath which he made to our father Abraham,


  74  that he would grant unto us, that without fear delivered out of the hand of our enemies, we might serve him


  75  in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our life.


  As with most messianic prophecies, this one would not be completely fulfilled with the first coming of Jesus Christ heralded by John the Baptist. God has had a hidden mystery that will not completely be revealed and understood until the seventh—or last—trumpet begins to sound in the immediate events leading up to the second coming.[40]


  76  And thou, child, shalt be called prophet of the Most High, for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord to prepare his ways,


  77  giving knowledge of saving health unto his people for the remission of their sins


  78  through the bowels of mercy of our God, whereby the dayspring from on high has visited us


  79  to give light to those that dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, to direct our feet into the way of peace.


  80  And the child grew and was comforted of the Spirit and was in the deserts until the day of his showing unto Israel.


  John the Baptist was revealed to Israel about six months before Jesus began his ministry. And, as we can also see from Scripture, John was born about six months before Jesus. John and Jesus were two witnesses of God’s plan and purpose. Those who responded to the message of John and repented were able to understand the plan and purpose of God in Jesus Christ. Those who rejected John were blinded and eventually cut off.[41] 


  It behooves all of us to keep this in mind as we prepare for the imminent second coming. Even now, God is preparing his representatives, many of them in out-of-the-way places, to call his people to repentance so that their hearts will be clean and so that they may be found faithfully doing God’s will when Jesus appears in all his glory.


  Let us pray:


  Lord, we ask for more of your grace, of your mercy, of your righteousness. May we understand these things from the beginning, as Luke did. May we reflect your light with clarity and no distortion by the power of your Holy Spirit, as John the Baptist did, so that many may be brought to repentance. Amen.


  


  

    

      26  	Theophilus literally means “friend or lover of God.” This word is only used twice in Scripture. Here in Luke 1:3 and again in Acts 1:1, leading many to the conclusion that Luke also wrote the book of Acts.


    


    

      27  	Abia means “The LORD is my father.”


    


    

      28  	The wife of Aaron, the first high priest, was also named Elizabeth (Exodus 6:23).


    


    

      29  	To be directly “before God” could mean the holy of holies. This is where the golden altar of incense was located, and this could imply that Zacharias was taking his turn at being the high priest.


    


    

      30  	The Holy Spirit is mentioned twelve times in the book of Luke and forty-three times in the book of Acts (believed to have also been written by Luke) out of a total of ninety-seven times in the Jubilee Bible translation. This means that Luke mentions the Holy Spirit a grand total of fifty-five times and that his two books contain over 56 percent of the mentions of the Holy Spirit in Scripture. 


    


    

      31  	2 Corinthians 3:17; Revelation 19:10


    


    

      32  A possible translation of the name Elijah is “God himself.”


    


    

      33  It is also very clear in Scripture that slightly before the second coming of Jesus Christ, there will be a first resurrection that will undoubtedly contain God’s victorious saints who have gone before, such as Elijah (1 Corinthians 15: 51–57; 1 Thessalonians 4:16–17; Revelation 20:4–6).


    


    

      34  	Revelation 10:7


    


    

      35  	Matthew 16:3


    


    

      36  	Isaiah 9:1


    


    

      37  	Isaiah 9:7


    


    

      38  	Isaiah 55:3; Acts 13:34


    


    

      39  	Matthew 26:63–66; Luke 22:70–71; John 19:7


    


    

      40  	Revelation 10:7


    


    

      41  	Luke 7:29–30


    


  




  


   


  Chapter Two


  Luke Chapter 2


  1  And it came to pass in those days that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus [42] that all the world should be taxed.


  2  (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)


  3  And all went to be taxed, each one into his own city.


  Apparently, the taxation order was so strict that even women who were nine months pregnant, as Mary was, had to travel to wherever their records were located.


  4  And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth into Judaea unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem (because he was of the house and family of David)


  5  to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.


  Even though the Romans thought they were in charge, God used Caesar’s decree to bring Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem to fulfill prophecy concerning the birth of the Messiah.[43]


  6  And so it was that while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.


  7  And she brought forth her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger because there was no room for them in the inn.


  Swaddling clothes imply a covering or disguise. When he spoke to Job about the foundations of the earth and the mysteries of his dealings with the sea [44] (which, by implication, could also refer to the sea of lost humanity), God said, When I made the clouds its garment and thick darkness a swaddling band for it. The sign the angel of the Lord provided for the shepherds so they could find the right baby was that he would be wrapped in swaddling clothes. So, it follows that at the time, no one would have considered it normal to find a king wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.


  Key details of God’s plan of redemption for fallen mankind had been hidden for close to four thousand years of human history. And now, as the incarnation developed into the birth of Jesus Christ, God made sure it happened at exactly the right time in exactly the right place and that the baby was disguised and protected (incognito).


  8  And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.


  These were faithful and dedicated shepherds. No wonder God chose to give them great revelation and to include them in his grand celebration of the first coming of our Savior. In fact, I wonder how many humble, faithful, dedicated “shepherds” will receive inside revelation and favor concerning the second coming.


  9  And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the clarity of the Lord shone round about them, and they feared greatly.


  More than ever in our present time of ever-increasing spiritual darkness, we desperately need to have the clarity of the Lord shine round about us.


  10  But the angel said unto them, Fear not; for, behold, I bring you a gospel of great joy, which shall be to all the people.


  In the Roman times when Jesus was born, the word gospel did not just mean “good news.” It meant the good news that there is a new sovereign king or emperor who demands our allegiance. Humble shepherds were the first to be clued in, but the angel was clear: the gospel shall be to all the people.


  11  For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.


  Christ in Greek is the same as Messiah in Hebrew. It means “the anointed one,” and the anointing is a symbol of the Spirit of God.


  12  And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.


  13  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,


  14  Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will in man.[45]


  When Jesus returns in power and glory with all his saints, the heavenly hosts will be with him.


  15  And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord has made known unto us.


  16  And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger.


  The shepherds responded immediately to the gospel and came with haste to find Mary and Joseph and the baby so that their allegiance might be to the new king.


  17  And when they had seen it, they made known abroad that which had been told them concerning this child.


  18  And all those that heard it marvelled at those things which were told them by the shepherds.


  The shepherds proceeded to proclaim the gospel with excellent response from those that heard it.


  19  But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her heart.


  20  And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them.


  This implies that Mary, unlike the shepherds, did not openly celebrate or make proclamations. She kept all these things in her heart and pondered them. This was wise because if Mary and Joseph would have been loose with their mouths, this could have put baby Jesus in danger.


  21  And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called Jesus, which he was called by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.


  22  And when the days of her purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord.


  23  (as it is written in the law of the Lord, Every male that opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord) [46]


  24  and to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.


  On the eighth day, the child was circumcised, named Jesus, presented to the Lord, and the required sacrifices were performed according to the law. This means Mary and Joseph knew and agreed that the child belonged to God.


  25  And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.


  26  And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he should see the Christ of the Lord.


  The coming of Jesus, the Messiah, is linked to the consolation of Israel. The name Simeon means “to hear and obey.” Simeon not only had revelation from the Holy Spirit but was also willing to obey.


  27  And he came by the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law,


  28  then he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,


  Simeon took baby Jesus in his arms and blessed God. Jesus was completely human but was also God in the flesh.


  29  Lord, now let thy slave depart in peace, according to thy word,


  30  for mine eyes have seen thy saving health,


  Simeon indicates here that he belongs to the Lord and that the promise given to him has been fulfilled.


  31  which thou hast prepared before the face of all the peoples:


  32  a light to be revealed unto the Gentiles and the glory of thy people Israel.


  God prepared his saving health (ongoing health and salvation) before the face of all the peoples. Jesus is the glory of God’s people Israel (those who are in covenant with God) and also a light to be revealed unto the Gentiles (unto those whose hearts are not right with God and, therefore, are not in covenant with him).


  33  And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him.


  34  And Simeon blessed them and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel and for a sign which shall be spoken against


  35  (yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.


  Note that Simeon also blessed Mary and Joseph, acknowledging their clear desire to be clean and pure. Jesus was not only set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel at the time of his incarnation but even more so when the time of his second coming draws near. It is still God’s plan that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed. The thoughts of the heart are revealed through the words and deeds of those involved, and this is the basis of final judgment. This is all being played out even today. 


  The word to Mary—that a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also—even applies to God’s clean people today. The sword of the Spirit continues to divide between soul and spirit—between our own thoughts and desires as opposed to the thoughts and desires of God.[47]


  36  And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser; she was of a great age and had lived with her husband seven years from her virginity,


  Anna, meaning “favor or grace,” was the daughter of Phanuel, meaning “face of God.” She was of the tribe of Aser, meaning “happy or happiness.”


  37  and she was a widow eighty-four years, who departed not from the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers.


  38  And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord and spoke of him to all those that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.


  God sent Anna to the temple at the time of the dedication of Jesus as a second witness. She is another example of someone who was at the right place at the right time to bear witness to God’s plan and purpose for Jesus Christ.


  39  And when they had completed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee to their own city Nazareth.


  40  And the child grew and was comforted of the Spirit, filled with wisdom and the grace of God was upon him.


  From the beginning, Jesus was associated with the comfort of the Spirit as he grew and was filled with wisdom with the grace of God upon him. The grace of God is virtually synonymous with the power of God.


  41  And his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover.


  42  And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast.


  43  And having completed the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it.


  44  But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a day’s journey, and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintances.


  45  And when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him.


  The parents are the ones to choose to circumcise and dedicate the child. However, at age twelve, the child transitions to being a young man and must make his own choice whether or not to submit to God and to his parents. This is still celebrated as the bar mitzvah (or bat mitzvah for a girl). 


  46  And it came to pass that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them and asking them questions.


  There are many living parables in Scripture having to do with three days or the third day. Jesus was resurrected on the third day. It is also implied that the first resurrection for the members of the body of Christ will take place on the third prophetic day (after two thousand years, a thousand years being a prophetic day),[48] which is measured from the time of the resurrection of Jesus. This is also linked to the second coming. When Jesus comes back, who will he find in the temple (the body of Christ is the temple) [49] sitting in the midst of the doctors [of those who are mature in the faith], both hearing them and asking them questions? 


  47  And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers.


  48  And when they saw him, they were amazed; and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? Behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing.


  49  And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? Knew ye not that it behooves me to be about my Father’s business?


  It is clear that by twelve years of age, Jesus knew exactly who he was, who his real Father was, and what his Father’s business was.


  50  And they understood not the word which he spoke unto them.


  51  And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was subject unto them, but his mother kept all these things in her heart.


  Even though Jesus clearly knew who his real Father was, he went back to Nazareth with Mary and Joseph and was subject to them. On our way to maturity in Christ, it may also be necessary for us to submit to human ministry leaders with similar limitations.


  52  And Jesus increased in wisdom and in age and in grace with God and men.


  This sums up the next eighteen years or so of Jesus’s life.


  Let us pray:


  Heavenly Father, may we also be docile under your mighty hand and submit to those who you have placed in authority over us within the body of Christ. May we also increase in wisdom and age and in grace with God and men until we reach maturity in Christ. Amen.


  


  

    

      42  	Caesar Augustus is generally recognized to have been the first Roman emperor from 23 BC until his death in AD 14. Scripture states in Luke 3:1–2 that it was in the fifteenth year of his successor, Tiberius Caesar, that the word of the Lord came to John, son of Zacharias in the wilderness. This adds up to the year AD 29. We also know that John was about six months older than Jesus and that Jesus was about thirty years of age when John baptized him (Luke 3:23). According to this, Jesus would have begun his ministry in late AD 29 or early AD 30. Therefore, the Gospel of Luke provides clear evidence that the AD calendar is precise to within plus or minus six months or so and that, consequentially, Jesus would have been born about 1 or 2 BC (if there is no year 0, the count would go directly from 1 BC to AD 1). Some modern commentators would place the birth of Christ anywhere from as early as 5 BC to as late as AD 6. In order to sustain their hypothesis, however, most of them have to write extensively to try to diffuse the clear evidence presented by Luke.


    


    

      43  	Micah 5:2


    


    

      44  	Job 38:4–11


    


    

      45  	God does not only desire to demonstrate his good will to man. His plan is to place his good will in man.


    


    

      46  	Exodus 13:2


    


    

      47  	Hebrews 4:12


    


    

      48  	Psalm 90:4; 2 Peter 3:8


    


    

      49  	1 Corinthians 3:16; 2 Corinthians 6:16


    


  




  


   


  Chapter Three


  Luke Chapter 3


  1  Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of Judaea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of Ituraea and of the region of Trachonitis, and Lysanias the tetrarch of Abilene,


  2  Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came upon John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness.


  After close to four hundred years of prophetic silence the word of God came upon John the Baptist in the wilderness. God did not send his word to the palace of the Roman emperor or to any of the pertinent secular powers that existed, although they are mentioned here by Luke to help us pin down the time frame. God did not even reveal his word to Annas and Caiaphas, the high priests. God’s word came upon John while in the wilderness, outside the camp of established religion, unlike his father’s path within the priesthood.


  3  And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;


  4  as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, saying, The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.


  5  Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low, and the crooked ways shall be made straight, and the rough ways shall be made smooth;


  6  and all flesh shall see the saving health of God.[50]


  It is well established in the law that those who are spiritually and morally unclean need to be purified, and this is symbolized by washing in water. This is the cultural background behind the baptism of repentance preached by John. This is the preparation of the way of the Lord prophesied by Isaiah. As the time of Jesus’s second coming looms upon us, repentance continues to be extremely important to prepare God’s people for his return.


  7  Then said he to the multitude that came forth to be baptized of him, O generation of vipers, who taught you to flee from the wrath to come?


  8  Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham for our father; for I say unto you, That God is able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.


  When God decides to personally visit his people, the determining factor is not our doctrinal or denominational or national pedigree. It is whether or not, individually and corporately, we are bringing forth what God considers fruits worthy of repentance.


  9  And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees; every tree therefore which does not bring forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire.


  The time surrounding Jesus’s second coming will also be a time of judgment that begins from the house of the Lord.[51] 


  10  And the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then?


  11  He answered and said unto them, He that has two coats, let him impart to him that has none; and he that has food, let him do likewise.


  When the Lord is about to come directly in person upon the scene, it is not wise for anyone to have two coats (two coats or coverings is symbolic of trying to be under two masters [52] at the same time). It also is not wise for anyone to be found refusing to share “food” when Jesus appears on the scene. If God’s people hoard natural or spiritual food, there may not be enough to go around. When we are willing to invest the little or much that we have, then God can multiply our efforts (if we are willing to give our all) and meet the need.[53] 


  12  Then the publicans also came to be baptized and said unto him, Master, what shall we do?


  13  And he said unto them, Exact no more than that which is appointed you.


  14  And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he said unto them, Oppress no one, neither accuse anyone falsely; and be content with your wages.


  Publicans (the hated collectors of tax for Rome) and soldiers of the Roman army occupying Judea responded to John’s message when most of the scribes, Pharisees, and priests would not.[54] John did not give the publicans and soldiers a religious formula of synagogue attendance, correct vocabulary, or rites and rituals to comply with. He told them that their everyday behavior needed to be just. This is what Scripture means by right doctrine, which is indelibly linked to just behavior. 


  15  And as the people were in expectation, and all men mused in their hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not,[55]


  16  John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you in water, but one mightier than I comes, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose; he shall baptize you in the Holy Spirit and fire;


  17  whose fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his threshing floor and will gather the wheat into his storehouse, but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.


  18  And exhorting many other things he announced the gospel unto the people.


  Note that the gospel announced by John is essentially the same as the gospel announced by the angel to the shepherds. The true gospel centers on stopping what we have been doing, seeking the Lord Jesus Christ, and giving him our complete and total allegiance as our only Lord and King.


  In the Old Testament, shoes are symbolic of the preparation necessary to go on a journey. People could go barefoot around the house or even in town, but to travel over the sharp, hot rocks of the wilderness, shoes were absolutely essential. Moses, and also Joshua, were told to take off their shoes when they each had a personal encounter with God. This is because when God is about to do something new, the preparation or training that we have experienced for the previous, old thing must now be discarded. 


  When John says, but one mightier than I comes, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose, he makes it very clear that he is not even the least bit qualified to interfere with God’s plan and preparation concerning Jesus Christ so that Jesus might baptize us in [into] the Holy Spirit and fire. Those who are baptized by Jesus into the Holy Spirit and fire, by yielding to the Spirit, will be able to put to death the deeds of the flesh and live.[56] By the power of God, they will be able to win the victory and overcome sin, the flesh, the world, and the devil and receive eternal reward from Jesus when we see him.[57]


  19  Then Herod the tetrarch, being reproved by him for Herodias his brother Philip’s wife and for all the evils which Herod had done,


  20  added yet this above all, that he shut up John in prison.


  The scribes and Pharisees, teaching all their meticulous religious ritual, did not get in trouble with Herod. On the other hand, when John focused on Herod’s evil deeds, including Herod’s relationship with his brother’s wife, Herod persecuted John without mercy.


  21  Now when all the people were baptized, it came to pass that, Jesus also being baptized and praying, the heaven was opened,


  22  and the Holy Spirit descended in a bodily shape like a dove upon him, and a voice came from heaven, which said, Thou art my beloved Son; in thee is my delight.


  The Father demonstrated his love and approval of Jesus even before his ministry began. Culturally, it was at age thirty that Jewish men were considered to be of age, eligible to receive an inheritance, and in the case of a member of the tribe of Levi, authorized to begin ministry.[58] The inheritance that Jesus received in public was an open heaven, the testimony of the fullness of the Holy Spirit, and the verbal approval of his real Father.


  23  And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, who was the son of Heli,


  24  who was the son of Matthat, who was the son of Levi, who was the son of Melchi, who was the son of Janna, who was the son of Joseph,


  25  who was the son of Mattathias, who was the son of Amos, who was the son of Naum, who was the son of Esli, who was the son of Nagge,


  26  who was the son of Maath, who was the son of Mattathias, who was the son of Semei, who was the son of Joseph, who was the son of Juda,


  27  who was the son of Joanna, who was the son of Rhesa, who was the son of Zorobabel, who was the son of Salathiel, who was the son of Neri,


  28  who was the son of Melchi, who was the son of Addi, who was the son of Cosam, who was the son of Elmodam, who was the son of Er,


  29  who was the son of Joshua, who was the son of Eliezer, who was the son of Jorim, who was the son of Matthat, who was the son of Levi,


  30  who was the son of Simeon, who was the son of Juda, who was the son of Joseph, who was the son of Jonanan, who was the son of Eliakim,


  31  who was the son of Melea, who was the son of Menan who was the son of Mattatha, who was the son of Nathan, who was the son of David,


  You may have realized that this genealogy by Luke—from Jesus to King David—is completely different from the genealogy listed by Matthew. Luke goes through David’s son Nathan, and Matthew goes through Solomon. From Adam to King David, both are the same. Matthew begins with Abraham, goes to Jesus, and then mentions Christ. If we are part of the body of Christ, then we are part of the last generation. 


  Luke begins with Jesus and goes all the way back to Adam and, ultimately, to God. Jesus is the last Adam.[59] Matthew lists three pagan women who are included in the bloodline—Tamar, Rahab, and Ruth—who are not mentioned by Luke.[60] From David to the Babylonian captivity, Matthew goes down the line of kings of
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