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			To my dog Loomis, who is neither an alien nor a detective (as far as I know)

			—S.B.
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			Galactic Detective Agency
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			Full Name: Stitch

			Aliases: Agent 626, Experiment 626, Inspector 626

			Distinguishing Features: Four arms, two of which can be retracted into subject’s body; retractable antennae; back spines

			Planet of Origin: Unknown (Dr. Jumba Jookiba has yet to reveal full details of creature’s origin)

			Present Location: E-arth

			Occupation: Abomination, dog, detective

			Known Associates: Lilo Pelekai, Nani Pelekai, Dr. Jumba Jookiba, Pleakley, Cobra Bubbles

			Background: Created by Dr. Jumba Jookiba, Experiment 626 was initially captured by the Galactic Federation and exiled to a deserted asteroid. Subject now lives on E-arth as part of the Pelekai family, under the protection of the Grand Councilwoman.

			A series of strange events in the E-arth cities of Paris, France; New York City, United States; and Seoul, South Korea, caused the Grand Councilwoman to enlist Experiment 626 as an agent of the Galactic Detective Agency. His investigation efforts (along with those of his colleagues Lilo Pelekai, Dr. Jookiba, and Agent Pleakley) into these situations exposed and thwarted plots by the Snailiens, Toothoids, and mirror galaxy to conquer E-arth.
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			Galactic Detective Agency
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			Full Name: Pelekai, Lilo

			Aliases: Inspector Pelekai

			Distinguishing Features: Incredible cuteness disguising great bravery, inner strength

			Planet of Origin: E-arth

			Present Location: E-arth

			Occupation: Human child

			Known Associates: Nani Pelekai (sister), Stitch, Dr. Jumba Jookiba, Pleakley, Cobra Bubbles, Scrump[*]

			Background: Lilo Pelekai is a young girl who was born and raised on the planet E-arth and lives with her sister (Nani) and Experiment 626, aka Stitch.

			Subject accompanied Agent 626 on the Paris, New York City, and Seoul investigations, in which her remarkable grit, intelligence, and refusal to give up proved invaluable in the successful resolution of the Snailien, Toothoid, and mirror galaxy affairs. It is highly recommended that subject continue to work with Agent 626. She has become a stellar GDA agent herself.

			
				Skip Notes

				
					* NOTE: Has anyone found out anything yet about this Scrump? Is it Lilo’s secret weapon? Must investigate further.
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			Galactic Detective Agency
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			Full Name: Jookiba, Dr. Jumba

			Aliases: Inspector Jookiba

			Distinguishing Features: Four eyes

			Planet of Origin: Quelte Quan

			Present Location: E-arth

			Occupation: Rule-breaking scientist

			Known Associates: Pleakley, Stitch, Lilo Pelekai, Nani Pelekai, Cobra Bubbles, Experiments 1–625

			Background: Dr. Jumba Jookiba (degree obtained from Evil Genius University) conducted a series of unauthorized, highly illegal experiments involving the creation of creatures. Subject now lives with the Pelekai family, and he accompanied Agent 626 on the Paris, New York City, and Seoul investigations. Though he spent a good deal of their time in Paris inside the belly of a large Snailien, he eventually helped resolve the situation and defeat the Snailiens. Likewise, Jumba proved invaluable in the dismantling of the Toothoids’ plans to terraform New York City and the mirror galaxy’s plans to destroy E-arth. For such a brilliant scientist, he does amazingly little science, but the Grand Councilwoman says that’s for the best.
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			Galactic Detective Agency
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			Full Name: Pleakley, Wendy

			Aliases: Inspector Pleakley

			Distinguishing Features: One eye, three legs, obvious yet tasteful wig

			Planet of Origin: Plorgonar

			Present Location: E-arth

			Occupation: Former agent of the Galactic Federation; mosquito expert

			Known Associates: Dr. Jumba Jookiba, Stitch, Lilo Pelekai, Nani Pelekai, Cobra Bubbles, wig

			Background: Former agent Pleakley spent a good deal of his career working for the Galactic Federation. He was chiefly known as an expert on a species of insects called mosquitoes, from the planet E-arth. Like Dr. Jookiba, Pleakley also spent a substantial amount of time during the Paris affair trapped inside the stomach of a huge Snailien. According to the report, Pleakley’s so-called wig was largely responsible for their escape. He was also kidnapped by the Toothoids in New York City but proved his resourcefulness in ending their threat. Likewise, Pleakley lent a hand to the quick resolution of the affair in Seoul. It is the GDA’s recommendation that Pleakley always have a steady supply of E-arth wigs handy, as they seem to be most useful.

		

	
		
			
				Galactic Detective Agency Rules

				
						
						RULE #1: Wherever you go, look for clues.

					

						
						RULE #2: Collect evidence, but don’t touch it or you’ll spoil it.

					

						
						RULE #3: A good detective knows when to detect—and when to run.

					

						
						RULE #4: Be patient! Don’t rush into a situation.

					

						
						RULE #5: When in doubt, spit it out.

					

						
						RULE #6: Just because something appears obvious, that doesn’t mean it isn’t true.

					

						
						RULE #7: Be resourceful. Use what you have around you to your advantage.

					

						
						RULE #8: Always take a closer look: you may notice something new.

					

						
						RULE #9: Have a plan! (Even if it’s not a great plan, it’s still better than no plan.)

					

						
						Rule #10: sometimes you just have to unleash your inner Stitch!

					

						
						Rule #11: A good detective is always on time.

					

						
						Rule #12: Stay focused on the task at hand—even when Pleakley is rambling.

					

						
						Rule #13: A smart detective doesn’t assume—a smart detective collects evidence (see Rule #2)

					

						
						Rule #14: Be careful about confronting weird rhyming people! You never know what they’ll do.

					

						
						Rule #15: Never give up—that’s your superpower!

					

						
						Rule #16: Stick together, work together. A team can accomplish anything!

					

						
						Rule #17: Write down important details so you don’t forget them!

					

						
						Rule #18: The best way out of a jam is not to get into a jam in the first place.

					

						
						Rule #19: A good detective knows how to pick the right moment.

					

						
						Rule #20: Nothing is more important than your ‘ohana. Always watch out for them.

					

				

			

		

	
		
			
				
					Prologue

				

			

			
				
					[image: ]
				

			

			Trash Cans
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			“Come on, everyone!” Lilo shouted. “It’s time to hit the stage with the Amaze Grrls!”

			Agent 626, aka Stitch, followed as everyone left the large room where the dog show had only just taken place. Just as he was about to close the doors behind him, Stitch could have sworn that he saw something dart along the ceiling. Only a brief glimpse of something caught in the corner of his eye. But when he stuck his head back inside the room, there was nothing. It must have been his imagination.
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			Only, it hadn’t been Stitch’s imagination at all. There was something there, something that clung to the shadows, slowly creeping along the ceiling. Silently, it skittered on multiple arms as it made its way down the wall. From the darkness, it stared down at Stitch with the blackest eyes, unblinking, unfeeling. Slowly, the creature’s mouth opened, revealing discolored, gnashing teeth.

			The thing in the shadows had to stop itself from growling. Growling in anger. It watched Stitch leave.

			The silence was broken by the creaking of another door, opening on the opposite side of the room. In walked an older man pushing a mop and a bucket. He was humming to himself—the latest song from the Amaze Grrls.

			The thing in the shadows turned its head slowly to regard the man with the bucket.

			“Someone here?” the man said in Korean. He scratched a tuft of gray hair just above his right ear. “You can’t be back here right now, whoever you are. Dog show’s over. Time to go home! And time for me to clean.”

			The man waited for a moment. The thing in the shadows remained impossibly still, making no sound whatsoever. It realized that the man must have heard it moving before, and it wasn’t about to make the same mistake twice.

			“Must be the air-conditioning,” the man said as he placed both hands on his mop and plopped it into the bucket full of warm, soapy water. Then he set the sudsy mophead on the tile floor with a SPLOOSH and started to clean.

			And all the while, the thing in the shadows watched. It had so much to learn about this weird new world that was so very opposite its own. The creature fought against its own programming now. All it wanted to do was go after Agent 626 and destroy him. Destroy the hated detective!

			But not yet. No, not yet. That time would come soon enough. Now, however, was the time for stealth. For planning, plotting, following Agent 626, and—

			SPLOOSH!

			The creature moved its head almost imperceptibly as it watched the man drag the wet mop across the slippery floor. It opened its mouth, baring its horrible teeth, and a thin stream of yellow-green drool rolled past its bottom lip, dripping down to the ground with barely a sound.

			“Huh? What was that?” the man with the mop said as he turned around. He was on edge now, no doubt. From out of the corner of his eye, the man thought he had seen something fall from the ceiling. He walked a few steps toward the center of the room and saw a small puddle of a yellow-green liquid.

			“No one ever cleans up after their dogs,” the man said, shaking his head.

			The thing in the shadows watched and grinned as the man mopped up the spill. It knew that this was not part of the mission, not part of the plan.

			But it also wanted to have fun.

			That was why it had drooled on the floor. To get this human’s attention.

			Well, attention wasn’t all it wanted. It wanted the human to be scared.

			So it chattered its teeth for a moment, and its eyes flashed with mischief as it watched the man with the mop jump back.

			“Who’s there?!” the man said, picking up his mop and wielding it like a weapon. “I’ve got a mop! It’s wet and gross, and I’m not afraid to use it!”

			The thing in the shadows didn’t have a mop. But it did have teeth and claws, and it wasn’t afraid to use them, either.

			It waited for a moment and allowed the room to become still once more. It could practically feel the man calm down, his sense of ease returning.

			That was when the thing in the shadows hung down from the ceiling.
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			“Boo!” the creature said, and the man dropped the mop and fled from the room.

			“This is going to be fun.”

			
				
					WHOA THERE!

					SLOW DOWN A SECOND!

					YOU WEREN’T JUST GOING TO START READING THE BOOK, WERE YOU?

					BEFORE YOU BEGIN, WE HAVE A FEW QUESTIONS FOR YOU!

					QUESTION #1: Are you already familiar with the Galactic Detective Agency?

					☐ YES  ☐ NO

					If you answered YES, go to question #2. If you answered NO, go to question #3.

					QUESTION #2: What is the best food in the galaxy, and why is it pizza?

					(No answer required here. You can just nod and agree.)

					QUESTION #3: Go to question #2.

					Okay, NOW you’re ready—ready to plunge headfirst into a thrilling adventure with Agent Stitch and the Galactic Detective Agency!

					It’s a doozy, and it’s a story we like to call…

				

				Stitch Proves That Pizza Is the Best Food in the Galaxy

				
					
						[image: ]
					

				

				A Case of Double Trouble!

				(Don’t worry, there’s pizza somewhere in this story.)
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