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Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith... 1 Timothy 4:1 

*       *       *
[image: image]


Have you ever considered why some churches, most especially a huge number of them in the United States, must struggle from time to time to come up with something more exciting, more interesting, and more attention-grabbing than the Sunday previous? Why is there sometimes heard among preachers, an air of bragging, quite frankly, over how many baptisms were performed by their church, or how many souls were reached with the gospel? When you heard pastors and preachers say something like this on the radio, television or the Internet, did it sound to you like Jesus Christ was exalted? Although there are exceptions (and I thank God for that), many times when I hear some preacher going on about how many letters to the ministry he has received, how many baptisms he has performed, how many new members his church has received, etc., it most often grieves my soul to the core. Where is the honor and glory unto Christ? 

The apostle Paul warns the young pastor, Timothy, that there will be an occasion, “the latter times,” when there will be a departure from the faith. What does that mean? Will people stop believing? No. Men and women have and will always believe in something. It may not be the Lord Jesus Christ, but there will be a trusting faith upon something. What the old apostle was speaking about, however, was the kind of departure that Jude writes to the church about: a departure from “the faith, which was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 1:3). The faith is the truth of redemption in none other than the Person and work of Jesus Christ alone. Most specifically, this departure will be a departure from the eternal gospel truth of Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.


Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron; 1 Timothy 4:1, 2 


A departure from the faith will mean that men will give “heed to seducing spirits.”The vanity of pride, the exalted heart, will be lured away by doubts about God’s Word. The subtle and enticing “Yea, hath God said,”​ [1] uttered by the serpent in the Garden of Eden, will cause men to doubt the truth of Christ’s sufficient sacrifice and the power of His resurrection. 

Further, a departure from the faith will mean that men will give “heed to... doctrines of devils.” The double-minded man, being one who is unstable in all his ways​ [2], will want his spiritual cake and eat it too. The doctrines of devils are filled with half-truths, mimicking that which was said by the dragon in Eden of old:


And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. Genesis 3:4, 5


“Ye shall not surely die” was a half-truth. Adam and Eve certainly did not die right away physically. Adam lived to be 930 years of age, but they did die immediately spiritually. That is evident in Adam’s and Eve’s actions: attempting to hide their shame through their own efforts; and hiding in the trees, attempting to run from God when they heard the voice of God walking in the garden in the cool of the day. 

“That in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil” was another half-truth spun by the serpent. Adam’s and Eve’s eyes were opened to their sin, to their shame, and to their disobedience to God. When losing their innocence and falling into unrighteousness, although they could tell the difference between good and evil, their rebellion against God fractured their relationship with God; and so being dead in trespasses and sins​ [3], they had no power to carry out that which is good, holy, and righteous. 

The divided heart of the covetous will fall prey to demonic teaching, which goes beyond merely doubting the truth of the cross of Christ, but will minimize the truth of its sufficiency. These devilish doctrines will paint Christ as a good teacher, but deny His righteous perfection as a man. They will teach that Jesus Christ was a mere example as a martyr, yet deny the sufficiency and excellence of His substitutionary atonement.

Finally, in the latter times there will be an outright denial of the cross of Jesus Christ— reprobates “speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron.” This is that defiant heart of rebellious creatures, “who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing” (Hebrews 10:29). 

Understanding the kind of times in which we live, and having briefly considered the three basic behaviors prevalent today, we may now examine the three primary obstacles to the gospel of Jesus Christ, not only in the western world, but in every part of the world.

Often we see the obstacles to the gospel as a situation or circumstance, disservice that wears political clothing; or perhaps it is a blight dressed in economic garments; or further still, it comes arrayed in social injustice. When we see them in our times and within the situations and circumstances surrounding us, these are merely the fruit and not the root. They are the effect but not the cause. They are symptoms, yet not the source. The obstacles to the gospel are spiritual in its origin, diabolical in its effect, Biblical in its revelation, and Christological in its understanding and victorious resolution.
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The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? Jeremiah 17:9 

*       *       *
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We are descendents of our fallen father, Adam, so in our flesh dwelleth no good thing.​ [4] We have a sinful condition with a tendency toward an exalted heart (pride), a divided heart (idolatry and covetousness), and a defiant heart (adultery and uncleanness). These are the three basic obstacles or hindrances, if you will, to the gospel. John, the beloved apostle, writes it in this way: 


For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 1 John 2:16 
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