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This poetry chapbook is dedicated to resilient girls around the world—those who dream without limits, who rise against adversity, and who envision a brighter future for themselves and their communities. Your voices inspire change, and your visions pave the way for a more equitable world.

May your strength and determination ignite the hearts of many, reminding us all that empowered girls are the architects of tomorrow. Together, let us celebrate your journeys, honor your aspirations, and commit to championing your rights and dreams today and always.

FOREWORD

By: Sherifatu Adamu Musah
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This publication commemorates the International Day of the Girl Child, celebrating girls' rights and highlighting their potential to lead change globally.

Despite significant barriers—early marriage, limited education, and gender-based violence—girls remain hopeful.

Globally, 75% of new HIV infections among adolescents occur in girls, and many face restricted access to education and leadership opportunities.

I believe by amplifying girls’ voices, we unlock their potential to shape a future where they are respected, and empowered, and   can contribute to stronger communities and economies. Girls' leadership is essential for sustainable development.
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She looks at her reflection in the muddy water She barely sees anything

She runs her fingers across her face and feels the scars on her skin

She thinks to herself, 'These scars could make people pity me' or 'These scars could make people admire me'




The thoughts of admiration grasp firmly on her mind

She does not only want to be admired. She wants to fly, soar and own the skies of success




She doesn't want to look into the water to see her reflection

She wants to see herself glimmering on glass 

It's all in her mind but she will gently draw these thoughts out, mold and breathe life into them
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—JESSI OPARE
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Stairs are made 

Walk, crawl, fly 

Whatever you can do

For as long as you keep on moving Take the baby steps

Keep walking up the stairs




Don't let yourself down before letting others down

Your fate might seem farfetched to others 

But not for you

Keep flowing like the river

Have that spirit of hunger to reach your destination




Be full of inspiration

Coming from within out of imagination 

Be shaken by how it's possible for others Why doubt when it comes to you?






Yes we are made unique but in ways out of purpose 

No one else would hold your hand in this field of your life

It's your own choice to make the right decision and be accountable for it

For your own future benefits choose whatever best suits




A chameleon is slow but it reaches wherever it wants

Same applies to a human being 

It can take decades

But what matters is that you'd have made it

In favorable conditions of your life expectancy Do it at your own pace

Without being pressured Persevere

Live virtuously




—KOKETSO EUNICE
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The girl power




A rare gem, where tradition binds, Held tight by societal chains,

Her eyes sparkle with flames

of aspiration, wild and carefree.




Miles apart, on a dusty path 

With a thirst for knowledge, she Trekked to the training Centre. A glowing heart, change maker




Ready to rise above restrictive norms, Shattering glass ceilings to stand.

Through valleys and hills, her Voice echoes, a beacon of hope,




For girls left behind in the village where dreams gradually fade.

A shining star, a beam of light, 

Through the darkest path for girls.
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—CHARITY BIRLA
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