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    To my King, my Savior, my Redeemer: Jesus Christ. Help me to praise You with my life.

      

    

Salutations 

From a 46-year-old guitar

Life's been average

But it hasn't all been hard

So say I

Being wood and steel

Unable to know

How average feels

But you of flesh

Of man made new

No average is in store for you

​Introduction

The following songs are listed in no particular order — except the last two, which only just came about. Some are complete and others are not. The musical notation, such as it is, is flawed in many ways because these were written with multiple instruments in mind, by a student of music, not a master, over the course of 40 years. To professional musicians, I apologize in advance for the horror you’ll witness. It may not be possible to recreate the exact melody that was in mind at the time of writing. 

Readers will notice distinct variations in the conceptual undertones throughout. That is because these were written on both sides of the apex of Christianity, as we experience it here on earth; that beautiful moment, stretching into eternity, when we realize that Christ is King, that Jesus is who He said He is, and that it IS truly amazing grace. As a result of this duality of circumstances (before and after Christianity, as it were), some of these songs are secular and others are not. Some of these exhibit the struggling of one who was utterly lost — as described literally and figuratively in Of Sorrow & Peace. Others are a sincere expression of appreciation offered to Jesus. I hope that you will see a difference. I hope that you will see that Christ makes all things new — even broken things. Especially broken things.

If nothing else, take from this another personal testimony of God’s love.

— J. T. K. Tobin
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​Better Days
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VERSE ONE

G  D  Am7

I used to see you always smilin’

G  D  Am7

I used to never see you cry

G  D  Am7

Well times have changed, a few mistakes but I know now

G  D  Am7

We're headed oh now for better days

CHORUS

F  E  E w/index on 6

Heaven knows I want to be with you

F  E  E w/index on 6

Oh   if you only knew

F  E  E w/index on 6

The angels up there can hear me callin’

Dm  C  E7

I'm callin’ oh I wanna be with you
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VERSE TWO

I used to see you always laughin’

We used to do it till we cried

The road is long but we belong

You know I can't be wrong

We're headed oh now for better days

BREAK

All the pain that you've been through

Is over now, He'll move the dark and the rain clouds too

Oh please believe that all I need is to see you smile

So we can head oh now for better days
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​About Death & Life
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VERSE ONE

F  G

I've seen it before

Am

The open door

C

Which leads to the dark

F  G

It opens up wide 

Am

To hide the way

C

That's narrow and uncomplicated

PRE CHORUS

Dm  

Be merciful 

Em

To me a sinner 

Fmaj7

Saved by grace

VERSE TWO

If we could see what You can see

Would it be so hard to be

Fallible men doing all that we can

To remember history

VERSE THREE

In the garden asleep

You call us to wake

And again we hesitate

Caught in repose

The garden is close

But we seem to lack the faith

Dm  Em  F  G  Am  G

And help me let go of myself to seek Your Face
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​Blessings
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VERSE ONE

C 

Blessings come in pieces

Dm  E7  FM7

Not always where you are

Am  

The songs you sing don't always bring

G

The joy you've known before

C

And when the darkest hours of your life

Dm  E7  FM7

Have brought you to your knees

Am

They'll wonder why you praise Him

G

And you seem to have such peace

CHORUS

F  Am  G

Because Jesus carried everything upon that rugged cross

F  Am  G

He brought to every one of us a blessing from the loss

F  Em7

And nothing here on earth could take away that grace

F

Your treasures are not on this earth

G/Am  Am/G/F

Neither should be your face

BREAK

C  G  Am/G/F

So we sing glory, glory

C^  G  F

Glory to the King
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​Blue Crane
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VERSE ONE

C  G

Hey there Blue Crane, What’cha doin there?

F  G  C

Are you gonna fly somewhere?

C  G  

Standing, watching, moonlit driftwood

F  G  C

Fishing there without a care

CHORUS

Am  G

Here I stand and wait for something

F  C walk down

Silent on the pier

Am  G

But to you there's nothing more than

F  G

Waiting for a fish to come near

Dm  G  C walk down

Waitin' on the Lord can feel like ohhhh

Dm  G  C walk down

But from the beginning, He knew the end, and we're so smaaall
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VERSE TWO

C  G

Hey there Christian, What’cha doin there

F  G  C

Are you gonna wait on Him

C  G  

Standing, watching, birds in moonlight

F  G  C

Following your every whim
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