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The following will be included in each devotional. If this is your first devotional in this series, please read. If you have other devotionals in this series, you may skip ahead to the introduction.

A devotional is a tool that aids one in their time spent in religious duties. It derives its name from the word devotion, which is love, loyalty, and enthusiasm for a person, activity, or cause. In this case, one devotes time to drawing closer to God. James 4:8 (KJV) states: “Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. I write these devotionals to honor God, the One who has been a constant in my life. I write as well to leave a heritage for my children and for all who would take the time to read them. Thus, in a sense, the two greatest commandments are fulfilled as found in Matthew 22:36-40. By sharing the knowledge and wisdom God has graciously given me, I hope to encourage and impart to you something beneficial. Each devotion is thoughtful, meaning I have taken great care to show consideration for what God would have me write. Simply put, each devotion is intentional.

Throughout each devotion, I will attempt to encapsulate the meaning of the chapter and provide an application to our daily lives. I am not a theologian, nor do I have a degree in any area of the Bible. The knowledge and understanding of the Bible that I have comes from God, many individuals who have imparted their knowledge and wisdom unto me, and through much self-study. I do not take the Bible lightly. It is a treasure to be held dear and is much needed in the times that we live in.

On a final note, some devotionals cover one book, and others multiple. A devotional covering the book of Obadiah would be ten to twelve pages. That is hardly productive, nor does it make sense. I have carefully constructed the series to contain twenty-four books. Some books will be difficult to cover, but I know God will aid me in my endeavors to provide meaningful content that helps you draw closer to Him. I thank you tremendously for your investment in my work. I am even more thankful that you are taking time to spend with God and to know Him more intimately. There is no greater friend than Jesus. Enjoy each devotional, and may they be as Solomon wrote in Proverbs 15:23 “...a word spoken in due season - how good is it!”
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The books of Samuel tell the story of Samuel, Saul, and David. Israel demanded a king, and God gave them what they desired. As kings ruled, some were good, and others were bad. Through the leadership of kings, Israel would be split. Their hearts would be divided. The first king was Saul, who started well, but pride led to his downfall.

I Samuel is divided into four parts. The first part, chapters one through seven, tells of Samuel. Elkanah had two wives, Hannah and Peninnah. Hannah did not have children and prayed to God. As a result, Samuel was born. Hannah, knowing this child was a gift from God, weaned him until a certain time. Then she took him to the tabernacle, where he would serve under the guidance of Eli.

As the story continues, Eli’s sons engage in sinful practices. They served their own interests, taking more than their allotted share of sacrifices. Samuel continued to follow God wholeheartedly, serving faithfully. Hannah would have more children because of her sacrifice.

One day, a man came to Eli and prophesied against his house. Hophni and Phinehas, Eli’s sons, would die on the same day. Some time after, Samuel received his call from God. Lying down to sleep, Samuel heard a voice. He thought it was Eli. When he inquired, Eli said it was not him. Again, Samuel heard a voice. Inquiring of Eli again, he told Samuel that if he heard the voice again, to say “Speak LORD, for thy servant heareth.” When the voice came the third time, Samuel answered accordingly. Samuel was now a prophet of the LORD.

War with the Philistines followed, and the Ark of the Covenant was captured. Shortly after this, Eli died. The glory departed from Israel. The Philistines brought the Ark of the Covenant into the house of Dagon. This turned out to be disastrous for them. They returned the ark to Israel, and it abided in Kirjath-Jearim. The Israelities repented, and the Philistines were defeated.

Chapter eight begins the second section, focusing on Saul. Israel demands a king, and Samuel explains what will happen. They listen and then persist further. God turns them over to the desires of their heart. Here enters Saul as he searches for his father’s animals.

Saul meets Samuel, and he anoints Saul as king. Three signs are given, and the signs are fulfilled. Israel is summoned to Mizpeh, and Saul becomes their rightful king. 

Meanwhile, the Ammonites encamp against Jabesh-Gilead. Saul hears of their troubles and defeats the Ammonites. The actions of Saul lead to further confirmation that he indeed is king.

Samuel speaks to Israel, reproving and reminding them that God is the one to serve. The danger of a king was to serve him, putting him in the place of God. Samuel issues the warning, but sadly, as time progresses, Israel would fall into this trap.

Saul, meanwhile, wages war against the Philistines. Lacking weapons, Israel is in a predicament. Jonathan, Saul’s son, concocts a plan. With his armor bearer, they attack the Philistines. The result puts the Philistines in disarray, and God saves Israel. Later, Saul makes an oath that the man who eats before evening will be cursed. Jonathan eats honey, not knowing about the oath. Found out, Saul is set to kill him. However, the people speak up for him, and Jonathan is spared.

Saul is sent to destroy Amalek. Upon doing so, he spares Agag. This would have consequences, as we will find in the book of Esther. After winning the battle, Saul waits for Samuel to make the sacrifice. When he doesn’t show after a long time, Saul decides to do it himself. His impatience and foolish actions led to the beginning of the kingdom being taken from him.

We enter the third part of I Samuel, the rise of David. Saul’s actions led to a new king being sought out. The sons of Jesse are examined, and David is chosen. Meanwhile, Saul is troubled by an evil spirit. David plays his harp, and Saul is soothed.

The Israelites and Philistines prepare to battle. Goliath, a giant, steps forward, daring Israel to choose a man to fight him. No one from Israel dares to challenge him. David arrives one day and hears the insults of Goliath. With great courage and the strength of God, he challenges Goliath and defeats him.

After speaking to Saul about the victory, Jonathan and David make a covenant. They become the best of friends, an important relationship for David. Saul is now growing jealous of David and seeks to kill him. Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David. Saul agrees to give Michal to David to be a snare for him.

Saul continues to seek the death of David, even attempting to kill him. Michal deceives Saul’s messengers, and David escapes. David meets up with Jonathan, and they make a plan. Afterward, they renew their covenant. When Saul finds out that Jonathan is in league with David, he seeks to kill him as well.

David is now on the run. He acquires Goliath’s sword and then flees to Achish. Troubled by the words of Achish, David feigns madness. From there, he flees to Adullam. Meanwhile, Doeg tells Saul he saw David and accuses Ahimelech. He calls Ahimelech and all the priests and orders them to be slain. When no one responds, Doeg kills them all.

David hears about the Philistines and Keilah. He rescues them and then escapes to Ziph. Saul pursues David, still jealous and wanting him dead. In En-Gedi, Saul enters a cave where David is. This is the opportunity to take Saul out. Instead, David refuses to touch God’s anointed one. He cuts off a piece of his garment, and when Saul leaves the cave, David steps out. He shows Saul that he spared his life. Saul declares that David is more righteous than he is.

Samuel, at this point in the story, dies. David seeks provisions from Nabal. Nabal refuses, and David is angered. Abigail, realizing Nabal’s mistake, pacifies David’s anger. Later, Nabal dies, and Abigail becomes David’s wife.

Saul again pursues David to Hachilah. Stopping to rest, Saul falls asleep. David and Abishai have a chance again to kill Saul. Instead, David takes Saul’s spear and a cruse of water. David retreats to a hill far away and cries out. Again, the righteousness of David is on display. Saul repents for wanting to do him harm.

David goes to Gath, and Saul pursues him no more. The Philistines again gathered their armies, and Saul sought God. Receiving no answer from God, Saul goes to the witch of Endor. Saul continues to sink, his actions leading to his undoing.

Meanwhile, David is distrusted by the Philistine princes that he has joined. He is told to leave, and David departs in the morning. David goes to Ziklag, where the Amalekites have attacked and burned the place. David inquires of God and is told to pursue them. David does so and recovers everything. He divides the spoil, and the book of I Samuel draws to a close.

The final chapter is part of sections three and four. It is as much about the rise of David as it is about the deaths of Saul and Jonathan. Here, the Philistines attack, and Saul’s sons are killed first. Realizing there is no escape, Saul commands his armor bearer to kill him. When
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