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Australian Politics

Dominated by a federal government, in a three-tier system of government, Australian politics is based on a constitution written in the 1890’s that is extremely difficult to change via referendums. It is a Westminster system of government that has two separate chambers that are dominated by two major parties whose ideologies differ and both the sides are very combative to the extent that agreement on issues except politician wage increase, are hard won battles. If one side thinks of an idea, the other side shoots it down in flames, whether the idea is good or not. The public have become disillusioned and feel impotent to change things and see most politicians as merely sucking on the public teat and lining their own pockets. A good few of the political rank’s behaviour does nothing to dispel that idea.

Politics changed a lot in Australia from late 2013 onwards, although many will attest to the fact that it hasn’t changed at all. There are still lies, deception, obfuscation and manipulation and these have had to become more sophisticated as social media has come to the fore. I have been adding my own comments to mainstream media and my own political blog in those years and on reflection I am amazed at the types of characters that are regularly unearthed and come to the forefront in our political climate. 

Some characters have developed over that time. Some were just fleeting shadows on the political spectrum. Others rose from obscurity and some may have also have faded back into it. Characters and events overlap. Views change and political manoeuvres take place. Ideology dictates much of what goes on. Hopefully my blog entries and reflections will help paint a picture of these characters and events that dominated the political scene in this period. This is not a chronological history of the time, merely one person’s thoughts that he wanted to scream at the major players in Australian politics at the time.

However, the disappointing thing about all these comments and research is what I still really don’t understand is, how does the Canberra bubble still remain intact with so many pricks in it? Are there special properties of moral vacuums?
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	Major bushfires burn south of Sydney

	Tens of thousands of protesters march in Sydney and Melbourne in "Invasion Day" rallies.

	The ABC publishes information from hundreds of classified Cabinet documents which were found in two second-hand filing cabinets purchased at a sale of ex-government furniture.


Death is a four-letter word. Mathematically incorrect but then individual rights don't count either.

Pets have more humane ways of ending their lives. Ironic isn't it.

People with strong religious views on euthanasia are putting barriers in front of those who don't have religious views.

Would politicians faced if with incurable disease that meant they faced an ending in severe pain, rethink their stance on euthanasia?

The idea that coal is good for humanity is no longer voiced aloud however it still seems to be an undercurrent to government policy development. If Australia limited its own use of fossil fuel energy and export of coal, who would actually lose? Surely investing in research into battery storage of solar energy and the export of such technology would benefit the off-grid people in poor nations as well as make a substantial economic windfall?

If there was no oil, would the US care at all about the Middle East?

Some politicians think that "nothing is better than picking a fight." Of the two options we think they should choose "nothing."

They draw lines in the sand but sadly these world leaders forget they should have left the sandpit squabbles years ago.

I think we should have an isolationist policy. Put all politicians into solitary confinement until they learn not to fight wars! 

In the big kids’ playground do we join the China Gang or the US Gang? Or should we worry about big boys and bigger toys?

Just how big a player is Australia? Do we ‘big note’ ourselves for local consumers?

Where does Australia rate in world opinion? Has the cut to overseas aid funding affected other nations' perception of us? Has our reputation been irredeemably tarnished by our treatment of asylum seekers? Have we been to gung-ho in joining other nations to invade countries in the name of democracy? If our economy is so tied in with relationships with other countries would we be better off economically by being a much better and humane global citizen.

There is a need for constant renewal in Parliament both of ideas and personnel The average age of Australian MPs is 51 but age doesn't always guarantee wisdom or breadth of life experience.

With 25% of MP's business executives or managers, 

16% party or union officials or administrators,

14% political consultants and lobbyists and

13% lawyers; 

is the House of Representatives truly representative? 

What is "normal" when it comes to mental health? When does an anxiety disorder become depression? How can lay people best recognize and then support friends and family who have mental illnesses?

Michaela Cash's comment that there is evidence that "penalty weekend rates certainly seem to deter weekend work" indicates that moves are afoot to change these. What penalty rates do is to value a person's time. Under proposed changes some workers may decide that it is not worth sacrificing family time and opt for the regular weekly hours if they can afford it. Casual employees may not have that luxury though. They are working only at the whim of their employers and thus at the most risk. Is Michaela Cash encouraging further exploitation of these workers and possibly making them feel even more like second class citizens?

There is a tendency to measure the success of a nation by solely it's economic status. It's GDP appears to be more important than its social cohesiveness and support for those less well off. How could we better measure the success of a nation? Would different measurements encourage governments to be less fiscally and short-term goal driven?

Given the fact that both of the major parties are "on the nose" with the general public and are having difficulty gaining a stronger membership base, is there a way that they can change direction and become more relevant to the individual voters in an electorate, or can that only be done by independents?

In politics they say all is fair in love and war. But if there is no conscience vote then is all fair in love? Anything but a conscience vote is unconscionable.

Is the hardest working person in the government the spin doctor? However, no matter what he or she does no positive spin is working at the moment. Is it like one of those plate twirlers who is frantically trying to stop things crashing down whilst someone (Tony mainly) keeps adding more plates to be twirled?

According to an article in the Melbourne Age, William Shakespeare could well have been on drugs. Most students were willing to take drugs just to try to understand his words or just pass English Lit. So, could we please have a Royal Commission investigate why students and the masses in general have been subjected to the ravings of a dope fiend?

Tighten the rules on political advertising and then introduce charges of fraud because that is what it is.

Hopefully the age of politician's entitlements is over. They might be seen as lifters not leaners.

Can we sack politicians by text?

Procrastination is an art form and our politicians are great bull.... artists 

Let's see, politicians are deciding what politician's perks are.... guess what??

Parliamentarians aren't means tested, they are mean spirited.

How well will windfarms work on the Liverpool Plains? They are profitable even if someone deems them to be unsightly.

Can we tax Parliamentarians entitlements?

How about a Goods And Services tax. i.e. a GAS tax. Lot of excess gas in Canberra

A bracket creep is something that sounds quite alarming!

Can we put a tax on excessive words used by politicians? We would balance the budget.

Turnbull wouldn't have hired a helicopter. He would have flown in his own.

Let me guess, if a boat arrives in Australian waters and only the Navy sees it, is it really there?

It is often said that a country gets the sort of government it deserves. My question to the panel is. What sort of really dreadful thing did we do?

Haven't we learned anything? For far too long we treated the indigenous members of our community like refugees in their own land. It is uplifting to know that despite this, the indigenous community are showing compassion for asylum seekers who are now in a similar plight here. Why do we treat asylum seekers as non-entities in the same way we treated the indigenous people of this country?

Capitalism will be destroyed by itself because it allows inequality to fester.

Fairness in a capitalist society is a luxury.

Take the politics out of government and we all win.

The gutter politics stops really good people seeking Public Office. Why would any sane person do it? How many are sane who do?
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	Another resignation over the dual citizenship issue

	News Corp reveals that Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce is expecting a baby with a former staffer, following the break-up of his marriage. He is forced to stand down as leader of his party and as Deputy PM.

	Michael McCormack wins the National Party leadership election and becomes Deputy PM.


Just read the next 'home truth' by the red budgie-smuggler wearing wanna-be heir apparent. "You’re right, it is the 26th losing Newspoll for the government." But says it shows the govt can win if it "sharpens up"

It is hard to understand Tony Abbott. Seriously, he has either his foot planted in his mouth or his tongue in his cheek. Not long ago it was "Coal is good for humanity" and lately apparently the First Fleet arriving was good for Aboriginal people. Their civilisation was all but wiped out and now it has been replaced by what he touts as a much better western civilisation. He blithely ignores the fact that it was done not by treaty, consensus and agreement, but rather by force and considering them as little better than fauna.

Politicians should be paid inversely to the amount of self-importance they display. There you are ScoMo, I have just shaved millions off the budget.

What would happen to Question Time if it was not broadcast and reported by the media? Would it be like a tree falling in a forest?

I wonder if we packaged up Question Time properly, we could market it as part of our armaments for sale. Although nothing said there is hardly explosive, it can be quite toxic. People exposed to it can lose the will to live.

So, one of Jim Molan's first acts as a senator is to "generate debate" by sharing anti Muslim videos and then expect us to believe that the videos do not "indicate endorsement". It seems that the people he is representing from the state of New South Wales are probably a tiny minority and haven't had access to sunscreen on their necks during the latest heatwave.

Our politicians seem to be all sycophants. The only difference between the two sides of politics is to whom they say yes to and who is pulling the strings to make their mouths move.

Gas and electricity prices will rise far beyond any relief that a tax cut will give people. So, before the Coalition tells us how much better off we will be, perhaps they should somehow put a lid on those rises or has Pandora's box been opened, the horse bolted and or have I just the cat let out of the bag (Choose your own metaphor)

Unless you are a senate replacement person it seems almost ironic that you get a seat in parliament only if you stand for election. Then you sit opposite people you can't stand and pretend not to understand when parliament is sitting.

So how many bookshelves fit in a jumbo jet? The cost of moving George Brandis out of the Senate and to London may see the budget not back into surplus until 2025-26.

I thought Tony Abbott said that he stopped the boats and saved 1000's of lives not Jim Molan. Perhaps both of them should stop the boasts.

So, in return for the further destruction of the Great Barrier Reef, free water and a billion dollars of taxpayer money, we get a few thousand jobs and give an Indian based company the right to dig up our coal and export it overseas to continue polluting the planet and increase global warming. Is this an example of the fair-trade deals around the world that the government is signing on our behalf?

"Admit him," cried speaker Tony Smith who probably doesn't have a degree in psychiatry. Alexander will again rejoin our committed politicians. After a brief taste of real life, he has been sent back to the cuckoo's nest.

We have spent a fortune putting a fence around Parliament House so how did those files escape?

I am looking forward to my tax cut. I hope it is as big as the one that was being touted by House Speaker Paul Ryan in Washington. $US1.50 ($A1.89) per week would be a huge benefit. Somehow, I am not sure that ScoMo will manage to achieve those dizzying heights. Glad to see the trickle-down economy is working. I think the Coalition's plans are like fertiliser. It gets weakened so much by the time it gets down to where it is needed. All the goodness is leached out before it hits the grass roots, though it still smells like bullsh!t.

Is this the new version of our national anthem that our politicians want to see in place?

"Australians all let us rejoice,

Forget the refugees

They have no voice.

They made their choice.

To come here by sea

They should be sent

Back to where they lived.

That seems only fair

In history’s page,

This will be the age,

When we remained white and fair.

Ignore the mournful tones

That the bells will ring

We just don't bloody care."

We will be bringing back the budget into surplus based on our new armaments program where billions are anticipated to be made by arming countries so that they can invade, defend and intimidate. By supplying weaponry, we are contributing to a future senseless death toll. Says a lot about our sense of values doesn't it? Well at least that of our politicians

It seems that ganging up is the in thing. Dutton and Turnbull and Guy have joined forces to try to bully and intimidate the African community, Victoria Police, Victorian judges and the Victorian government. In a concerted effort they are denigrating what we have here in Victoria and seem happy to play the race card on an ethnic minority. Hopefully their dog whistling is heard by few and the law and order and community support services can continue to do an effective job without such harassment.

Why is there such a fierce debate going on about moving Australia Day? After all we have a Queen's birthday holiday on a date that isn't anywhere near the Queen's actual birthday. More importantly, New Zealand, the land of the long white cloud, have Waitangi Day to celebrate when the treaty was signed with the Maori people. Australia, the land of the long weekend, should have Australia Day on the day we sign a treaty with our indigenous people.

We live in an age of celebrities where we are more concerned about people who are more concerned about the way they look and their public image. Our politicians behave as if they were celebrities. As long as they say something controversial, they exist in their false world of vacuous comments and smiles. We are bombarded with them on every form of media. It would be great if a number of them were sent into isolation in a jungle or in a house somewhere in the hope that we heard nothing about them for weeks. But alas even if that happened, their inane comments and faces would be splashed across front pages of newspapers and TV screens.

How do we get the politicians in Canberra to do what they have been elected for and are paid to do? They have been entrusted to represent their electorate’s wishes. Yet far too often we see that their political party and their own personal interest come first and the opinions of their communities come a distant last. Come election time they are out there trying to seduce us for out votes and then we are spurned afterwards. Surely there is a case that they should be taken to court for false advertising. Probably much easier however, to rename their place of work as the House of Unrepresentatives.

A reduction in the 70 billion litres to be returned to of the Murray Darling? Even the Murray-Darling was to have the trickle-down effect policy from the Coalition!

The start of a parliamentary year should come with a warning. "Politicians are again being let loose on an unsuspecting public."

"Higher capital leads to more jobs and wages growth" Doesn't work in the banking industry. How will a tax cut for them trickle down to workers when there will be hardly any workers left?

Can Question Time be renamed as Questionable Use of Time?

All those missing files from Parliament House have been used to let the lunatics cut the bars of the asylum. Politicians are again let loose on an unsuspecting public.

Do they mark the roll when parliament is sitting? Does the Speaker of the House and the President of the Senate accept notes signed "Epstein's mother"?

"A few minutes until Question Time. Gird your loins." I misread this and have gridded my loins instead. Does anyone know how to get texta off using something that doesn't burn the skin?

If you kick the r's out of coral as Adani will do, you get coal.

Now that everyone is blogging and commenting on so many things, aren't we all really journalists? Or does one have to have a special qualification or secret handshake? Or just be an ex-politician or celebrity with a paid for opinion?

So, is Matt Canavan one of the Coalition's economic rationalists? The Adani mine does not have economic credibility. the only thing it does provide is less than 1500 jobs and a safe coalition seat...... ah he is a rationalist after all, just a political one, not an economic one.

Dastyari - another job for the boys!!!! It doesn't matter what side of politics you are on, what things you do or how bad you are at your job; somehow you always get a soft landing. There's a genuine lack of merit required in obtaining many jobs these days.

Labour Day signifies the change to laws to stop the exploitation of workers by their employers. However, you may be right that it does need to go. Those hard-won efforts seem to be for nought as there so many ways around those laws these days.

Do you ever wonder when Malcolm goes to these meetings like APEC and CHOGM for face to face meetings, just which face he wears? We know that he has at least two.

If ScoMo wants to grow the economy then he needs to study horticulture far more. Instead of using the trickle-down effect of sprinkling a little water on the leaves of the plants that capture his attention; he should focus on getting water to the roots way below that will support and sustain any growth. Low or flat line wage growth is a sign that the roots are dying.

Clive Hamilton's book Silent Invasion: How China Is Turning Australia into a Puppet State will be a good read but we have always been a puppet state to someone since 1788. We were at the whim of Britain from that day onward. Even when we declared ourselves the Commonwealth of Australia at the beginning of the 20th century we were being told what to do and sucked into Britain's wars. They pulled the pin on our loans at the start of our Depression in the 1930's causing us to really bottom out. Post-World War Two came the US controlling the puppet strings. Then came the multinationals after Vietnam and now the Chinese. So why are the Chinese any worse than the previous puppeteers?

I certainly hope Peter Dutton reads beyond the headline regarding the assault perpetrated in Ascot Vale last year by a gang of men. The headline includes the words "pack of hyenas". Peter Dutton may put two and two together and come up with five as he usually does. Hyenas are African animals and he may see this as yet another African gang out of control. The pictures released by police indicate the attackers were probably not of African descent. However, I doubt whether former police officer Peter Dutton will let the truth get in the way of a verbal attack on our police, law makers and legal system here in Victoria. Now Jim Molan with his video sharing wants to add his support. My guess they are trying to make crime pay. The payoff being getting the Liberal party back in power in Victoria.

So, Adani will create under 1500 jobs. The impact of the mining and then the subsequent use of the coal will put even more pressure on the Great Barrier Reef and end up costing way more than 1500 jobs in tourism alone. That alone should sink the project without taking into consideration the billion dollars of public money we will have to hand over to Adani to "help them out". But this government likes the "buy now, pay later" approach. If the Adani mine wasn't in and around marginal seats then they wouldn't even consider it.

The four pillars that hold up the edifice for those banks of ours have inscribed on them "Avaritia bonum” (“Greed is good")

Spooked by the saturation of ads on television, I have just been looking at funeral costs. It seems the cost of living is cheaper than the cost of dying.

If normal gears propel you forward, is negative gearing sending the economy backwards?

If Jim Molan, as the Prime Minister and other Coalition members say, 'Doesn't have a racist bone in his body', does that mean he hates everyone equally?

So, can we expect a #MeToo movement to come to the fore regarding our politicians. Women have been treated abysmally for years by the rich and powerful. How many of our past and present politicians would call themselves rich and powerful?

How many of our self-important politicians will be remembered by the things they do? Not many as they don't appear to have the courage to do anything. How many of our self-important politicians will be remembered by the things they say? None. The days of great oratory are gone. We remember Napoleon's apt quote of "In politics stupidity is not a handicap.” Sadly, amongst Lincoln's great quotes is this unfortunate one "The ballot is stronger than the bullet." Maybe that is why our politicians say and do nothing. They fear their own mortality.

If parties start leaning too far to the left or too far to the right to make themselves distinguishable from each other, they will inevitable fall over (Newton's law of gravity). Methinks that both the Coalition and Labor know nothing about laws (subtle reference to dual citizenship fiasco) and will land in a dung heap of their own creation. They will both end up with something far worse than egg on their face.

Have a guess who said this quote which is also apt for the state of play in Australia. "One of the key problems today is that politics is such a disgrace, good people don't go into government." Oh, the irony. Just shows that he is no good

Barnaby is like a dumb bunny caught in the shooter's spotlight at the moment. He sits there afraid to move, hoping that people won't see him. But it's wabbit season and evweewun is being vewwy vewwy quiet because vey are hunting wabbits.

Regarding the stupid lack of bipartisanship on actually getting something done to Close the Gap to paraphrase Mark Twain, "Suppose you were an idiot, and suppose you were a member of the House of Reps; but I repeat myself.”

I have a problem with question time. I've tried turning it off and turning it on again and I keep getting the same thing. The Frequently Asked Questions was no help at all. They all dealt with the same issue. I haven't found any real answers and the audio is reduced to sound bites. I've hit the escape button all I get is a constant whining noise. All you techy geeks please help me.

I don't see what the problem is with Ged Kearney not living in the electorate she wished to stand for. After all our country is run by Rupert Murdoch who is an American citizen, doesn't live here and isn't even in the parliament.

Dutton said he respects the independence of the courts and then proceeds to undermine them and want to influence them. How does he not lisp with that forked tongue?

Perhaps parliamentarians should have the same provisions that priests have to abide by. No sex at all. Seems to be working for the priesthood doesn't it?

I wonder whether Barnaby will stumble when he uses the term 'working families' as he realises that not all families work.

For those sitting on the backbench, including Abbott and ex ministers, here is a quote from Joseph Heller of Catch 22 fame “Some men are born mediocre, some men achieve mediocrity, and some men have mediocrity thrust upon them.”

Imagine if the indigenous people that had met Arthur Phillip on the beach at Port Jackson in 1788 had turned their backs and walked away as Malcolm did today. The soldiers would literally have been up in arms. At least Malcolm could have left one of his faces behind even if just for show.

At the Closing the Gap function a new gap suddenly appeared right where the Prime Minister should have been.

So, when will we here about the findings of the investigation about the security lapse involving the files? If they hadn't been brought to the attention of the ABC nothing would have happened and the old "dog ate my homework" line would be used if the files were indeed valuable and needed.

I think that it is quite appropriate that Malcolm Turnbull delivers the national apology. An apology from an apology of a Prime Minister.

Given the substantial improvement in the economy that the government is talking up through its trickle-down economics, why aren't the improvements even on a percentage basis been shared equally amongst employees in companies? Huge rises and bonuses are there for the executives and flat line for those at the bottom of the food chain. You complain and your job is on the line.

Catch 22 for Susan Lamb. "You need this form filled in to prove whether you have or have not got British citizenship. Please attach your parents wedding certificate. You have no access to the wedding certificate? Please reapply for the certificate by attaching your British citizenship details. You have no British citizenship details? Please attach your parents wedding certificate......" Yossarian was right, insanity is contagious.

You wonder whether we need to have parliamentary privilege. Politicians should speak truths and any assertions that are made should be able to be tested in a court of law. If all the lies, unsubstantiated accusations and twisting of the truth were excluded from the arena of the Parliament, it would be a very quiet place and who knows, some governance may occur.

Every wasted moment that politicians spend in self-indulgent personal political point scoring is akin to committing a fraud on the general public. They are taking money under false pretences and not adequately doing the job they were elected to do. They may mask it under the guise of the cut and thrust of political debate but it is such flagrant time-wasting. In the business world and even in the public service such behaviour would not be tolerated and they would be quickly shown the door. Perhaps the public and not them should set some key performance indicators so that we can move away from the hollow farce that our parliament has become.

The sword of Damocles sits above Barnaby. Better he fell on his own before Senate Estimates starts.

It seems strange that when some questionable things are going on, questions aren't being answered. But that is how government works. The old "nothing to see here", "on water matters", "that is a personal and private issue" get trotted out or the "look over here" national security drama smoke screen gets used to full effect. So much for trans 'parent' government.

Three out of seven. That doesn't seem a good score. Twenty-six out of thirty is also another score that Malcolm shouldn't be proud of.

Any truth in the rumour that Barnaby was caught whistling a Clash song this morning that has the lyrics

"Should I stay or should I go now?

Should I stay or should I go now?

If I go there will be trouble

And if I stay it will be double

So come on and let me know"

What is this mass debate about Joyce all about? Really? Pull the other one!

With Malcolm heading overseas, does the term "you can run but you can't hide" come to mind? Sadly, our then acting PM won't even be able to run. Perhaps to take the heat off himself, he could start a war with someone. Possibly not with New Zealand because of his ties there and because the Kiwis may send their army of All Blacks to defend themselves. How long since we have won the Bledisloe Cup?

When the PM speaks on the Closing the Gap issue today will the indigenous community members present walk out on him? Unlikely. They carry themselves with a lot of pride and dignity and show such compassion for others regardless of race.

We've had snappy headlines about sharks off our coast, pictures of a more powerful Prime Minister at the Snowy Hydro and the press had a pregnant pause about Barnaby's personal life when the facts were known. When will the media start reporting rather than commenting?

I don't often agree with Cory Bernardi ....... actually, this is the first time that I have agreed with Cory Bernardi

James McGrath's bleating about being left out can easily be resolved.... create a bigger controversy than the Deputy PM has done.

If Barnaby Joyce spent 50 nights in Canberra when Parliament wasn't sitting what sort of service was he offering? New England as a local representative. Perhaps to improve his image to local constituents he’s better neither being seen nor heard.

The gravy train ticketing costs have just been announced. $16,690 travel allowance for the deputy PM in just nine months. That is over $5500 per trimester, oops I mean every three months. Was that what he was expecting?

Amazing that it takes a troublesome time for the Deputy PM for the opposition to ask proper policy questions that actually get answered. I am not suggesting that arrangements should be made for things to happen to other politicians, but perhaps on reflection both sides could learn a lot from what has happened.

Just wait for all the distractions to come out, a boat turned back, new funding for private schools, another royal commission into something... anything!! The Coalition are sure the general public are like little Dory's. We have news for them. Even Josh Frydenberg noticed when he commented about WA's inaction. The Coalition are going to need a bigger boat. "duunnn dunnn... duuuunnnn duun... duuunnnnnnnn dun dun dun dun dun dun dun dun dun dun dunnnnnnnnnnn dunnnn"

"All the cranks have gathered for the fray..." So where is the young colt with no regrets?

Malcolm is looking like the Black Knight in Monty Python's and the Holy Grail. Every Newspoll is merely a flesh wound, the dual citizenship was but a scratch. Now Barnaby has left him legless and Malcolm wants to call it a draw.

Contemplating investing into the bakery business. Should make a fortune shortly. What a bunfight the senate estimates hearings will be.

Will Barnaby's infidelity cause another marriage breakup? That of the Coalition partners?

The question will be whether Malcolm feels he has to postpone his visit to see Trump. Perhaps if he does go, he can do some first-hand research on Barnaby's behalf. With all the unsavoury things Trump has got away with and retained his popularity, lessons could be learned. A side trip to meet Bill Clinton wouldn't hurt either.

The initials of many of our so-called leaders make interesting reading.

Bill Shorten talks BS

Malcolm Turnbull is MT of ideas

and then there is Barnaby Joyce.

How many budget surpluses have we been promised by both sides of government in the last ten or more years? A budget surplus is up there with the mistaken beliefs in Santa Claus, The Tooth Fairy and Malcolm Roberts actually knowing what he is talking about.

If you live by the sword, you die by the sword. Sometimes you should keep your sword in your scabbard.

At least now there is a reason for Barnaby to be red faced. We all thought it was just an extension of the colour of his neck.

Will Malcolm get a bump in the polls after the latest revelations? In a two-party preferred he might, as long as the second party is the Nationals.

The "party" room for the Coalition was more like a "wake" room this morning.

Was Kevin Rudd asking if there was a casual vacancy as Deputy Prime Minister when he met Malcolm this morning?

You have to feel sorry for Malcolm. When he stepped in and saved us from Tony Abbott he was lauded by all sides of politics. Yet he has been hamstrung by possible deals with the hard right, sniping from the person he deposed. Every time he has almost had clear air something comes along such as dual citizenship, NDIS shortfall, Indigenous recognition, Mediscare, budget blowouts and now Barnaby. In the past few years, he has aged enormously and seems unrecognisable as the free-thinking leader we all thought he could be.

Methinks that Barnaby doth protest too much. Perhaps he needed to study Latin at school as well as Shakespeare's Hamlet for the words mea culpa should be what he is saying.

Senator Barry Sullivan asks "Are you going to shoot your best horse because he jumped the fence and was found in the neighbour's paddock?" I ask "How many of Barnaby's Coalition colleagues have a shooter's permit?"

Imagine if we didn't pay for the detention of asylum seekers in concentration camps on Manus and Nauru, just how much money we could put towards foreign aid to directly benefit people. Australia's international reputation would soar.

There are many large Australian and Multinational businesses who are currently paying no tax. They are hardly likely to see downsizing as a money-making option.

It seems that the only way that water is going to flow down the Murray Darling to keep the health of the river in lower catchment areas at a sustainable area is if the Minister "Cries a river". Tears from crocodiles are all we are getting from him at the moment. It would be safe to assume that agitation in upstream government held seats is the driving force.

Judging by Question Time antics the question must be asked, "Is there a special sign outside each chamber that says that humility is not to be taken inside?"

Doctors take a Hippocratic oath to do no harm. Politicians take a Hypocritic oath and all they do is harm. Should we be hypercritical of hypocrites?

You would think that the secret liaison conducted by Barnaby that everyone in the press knew about would have been seen as a possible national security issue. Just how good are ASIO and ASIS because they obviously missed it or they would have informed the Minister in Charge of National Security......

With all the head kicking that Dutton is doing, is he really the right person to be in charge of all our national security? Tact and diplomacy don't seem to be weapons in his arsenal.

Here's a thought. The Coalition could create a distraction by invading another country or territory. I would suggest the Cayman Islands and that way we could get all the money back that we should have been paid in taxes. Budget balanced, Barnaby saved. Win win for the Coalition.

Barnaby was once the main headkicker for the Coalition. Now the shoe is on the other foot and he looks down at heel now, poor old sole just when he was a shoe-in to be acting PM again. He seems very prone now to put his foot in it when he speaks.

The Saint Valentine's Day Massacre took place in Chicago nearly ninety years ago and caused consternation around the world. If Barnaby is knifed in Canberra today that may almost cause a ripple that will hardly extend past the walls of Parliament House.

Jim Molan's posting of the racist videos have slipped quietly from the front page. Well done Barnaby. You got the new senator and the Greens out of trouble and the public limelight. Courageous self-sacrifice on your part.

Chris Bowen believes in company tax cuts only when the budget is in surplus. The budget being back in surplus is synonymous with the sayings, when hell freezes over, when pigs fly and when Pauline Hansen takes on an anti-racist agenda. Chris Bowen is hard to understand when his tongue is in his cheek.

Barnaby better read carefully any request/order from his colleagues. He needs to check whether he is being asked to re-sign or resign as leader of the Nats and Deputy PM.

Perhaps Senator Barry Sullivan should be asked what he would do with a sick and wounded animal. Barnaby may have jumped the fence into the neighbour's paddock but has been mortally wounded in the process.

Clear thinking, competence and discretion are obviously not key selection criteria when it comes to appointing ministers.

"Round like a circle in a spiral like a wheel within a wheel......" The spin doctors will be out in force trying to stem the bleeding of this downward spiral. They will struggle though. Perhaps employing more media advisers might help. What's a few more being paid $190,000. It's not as if it is the political parties' money.

Is that the Barnaby army? Let's hope they are in full voice and singing from the same hymn book.

Is it significant that the Assistant Minister for "Home Affairs" Alex Hawke has had his say? Barnaby's home affairs were supposed to be private and that word of the moment consensual. Although some might say they were unlikely to be sensual and are not inconsequential.

Ken O'Dowd is really old school isn't he. "We got 20 people in the National party room. A lot of capable guys there and, if it come to the point, we would find a good leader, I feel sure about that." Is there a chance the next leader will be female? Unlikely until the Nationals leap forward a hundred years or more as they get over the 1902 constitution change that resulted in allowing women to vote.

What will Pauline make of Sharri's law (the name given to the anti-bonking ministerial code of conduct changes). Will she blame Muslim extremism rather than her own inability to recognise the difference between Sharri and Sharia? What will Pauline make of that? Probably blame Muslim extremism rather than her own ability to read or listen and understand coherently.

Dutton will lead any investigation into breaches of the bonking ban. Isn't he in charge of Home Affairs now?

Has anyone commented on Jim Molan's maiden speech or are we now wondering Jim Who?

$8000 for being on leave! I hope that his ex-wife's lawyers are taking notes and calculating percentages. You can lie, mislead and cover your tracks and be paid for it? Where can I get a job doing that? Centrelink and Job Agencies haven't been showing me all that is on offer obviously.

Seems Barnaby wanted to see Malcolm get past the record of 30 negative polls or he would have fessed up with a mea culpa last week or even earlier. Red faced and yellow backed. What other harlequin colours are needed for this joker? Will the Nats court Chester now?

Among the words used about Barnaby you won't come across humility. dignity, self-sacrifice; unless there is a "no" in front of each.

We elected these people to represent us. Do they truly represent what Australians are like?

Malcolm better spell out in detail the bonking ban or people will be using the Clinton excuse, "I did not have sex with that woman/man."

Barnaby Joyce or BJ to his friends, what an acronym! In one Blow he lost his Job.

Malcolm was doing a great impersonation of Sgt Schultz saying "I know nothin', I know nothin'"

Has Rupert Murdoch, that great horticulturist accidentally introduced a new "plant" known as Sharri Lawus into the heart of Canberra?

The new code of conduct will not have any retrospectivity, so all Ministers should make hay while the sun shines. On the audio of Malcolm's speech did anyone hear the plaintive cry of the mockingbird chirping, "ICAC, ICAC ICAC"

Has Sgt Schultz lost weight or is it the flags in the background that make him look thinner? Don't ask Malcolm anything because he "knows nothin', he knows nothin'"

If the fourth in line becomes the acting PM, then if the Queen took leave would that make little Prince George in charge. Who would do a better job at presenting a better, much loved profile for a week as our PM, Mathias or George?

I assume Malcolm will be seeking advice from Trump about what is suitable when it comes to ministerial conduct.

Is Malcolm standing tall because he is giving a sermon on the mount, or is he on a grassy knoll?

Look up in the sky. Is it a bird? Is it a plane? No, it's Barnaby being hung out to dry by Malcolm.

Anyone running a sweep on how many Australian flags will be behind Malcolm at his presser? The more flags the bigger the distraction.

Yes, we do need an ICAC in Canberra because our Parliament, well It's CACtus

The band got back together last year but it was Spinal Tap, a comedic farce. Barnaby just received a tap on his shoulder from someone who should have shown more spinal fortitude earlier on.

The Prime Minister has an insecurity detail guarding him

Barnaby's request for leave, did it begin with the words, "I'm a celebrity get me out......."

Parliament not sitting next week might create some clear air for Malcolm but he won't be here to breathe it in. I hope for his sake that Barnaby doesn't make a claim for expenses for staying in Canberra whilst on leave. We all know salt and wounds shouldn't mix.

McKenzie and O'Sullivan might have felt foolish backing Barnaby but they can't be seen as lacking loyalty and that might help them personally in the long run. Libs should have abstained to shown some credibility.

What does Tony Abbott think? He's a man who knows his onions. Can't wait for him to pronounce that Joyce's career is dead, buried and cremated, although how you cremate someone after they are buried is anyone's guess.

Was it the likelihood of there only being a coalition of one party that caused Barnaby to take leave? That "rolled gold guarantee" might have caused the Libs to act. Barnaby had already taken leave of his senses and now has been pressured to take leave of parliament albeit for now for only a week.

If Barnaby had used the pub test on his own actions, and I'm not referring to his affair and subsequent forthcoming extra parenthood here, he would have realised that his actions to cover up, mislead and suck on the teat of the public purse, wouldn't pass. Being hoisted on your own petard is I hear quite painful.

When you think about it, an error of dual citizenship has more of an impact on a senator or an MP than a potential misleading of parliament. Something wrong in the system somehow.

Barnaby stood on the precipice looking down, not knowing what to do. Should he have trusted in himself and taken that leap of faith and tried to brazen it out? Probably not, because someone has pushed him and he is in free fall.

SS Joyce has foundered on his own man-made reef. Everyone is standing well clear and he is being left high and dry. Even Border Force can't turn back or save this "Minnow"

So, the last time we had a senator taking the top job, a PM died. Let's not join any dots here.... It might just spell the demise of the Coalition in the long run.

Cigars all around. Matthias has got the big gig.

Perhaps Matthias thought that if Barnaby acting as PM was likely to vibble vobble like jelly on a plate and offered his services.

Has Barnaby fallen on his sword or been accidentally stabbed in the back? Either way he probably thinks that it is only a flesh wound? 

Those spruiking the 70 billion cut forget to take into account that the long term viability of the Murray Darling is at risk. If water doesn't get returned the farmers downstream miss out and the next generation has to pick up the tab for a dying river system. Yet for politicians it is all about the here and now and how many votes they will win or lose at the next election.

Interesting to look at the wage growth and inflation since the Coalition came to power. Both on a downward trend. The Coalition are effectively stifling economic growth by suppressing wage growth and interest rates. This is despite massive government spending causing the deficit to spiral out of control. Stimulus for economic growth comes from people having more money in their pockets to spend. However, despite low interest rates, the out of control housing market has caused a huge unwillingness to spend what little money is left after paying the mortgage or rent.

You would have thought that MaGuire would have charged the going rate for the apartment just so Barnaby could cover his backside. I understand the going rate is thirty pieces of silver.

Someone please take the shovel from Barnaby, the hole he has already dug is plenty deep enough.

It seems that Barnaby with all his wealth doesn't reach for his own wallet when he should. The public purse is the first to be used followed closely by cadging favours off mates. At least Malcolm dips into his own pocket to support himself and the party he believes in.

The employment rates are statistical manipulations done by both sides of parliament. Those no longer seeking work and those retiring baby boomers aren't really factored in. We have more than ever a part time work force on stagnating wage growth. Tax cuts are not trickling down. Companies are making more profits and these are going to investors and shareholders and the workers are seeing little of them. Budget surpluses are put on the never never. The deficit is growing and it seems to be unabated. Whatever party is in power, no long-term decision making is made because that is not politically expedient. It is day by day politicking that seems to be all that matters to all politicians and sadly the country is lying comatose oblivious.

Adultery is not a crime as some people are suggesting. What is a crime is the misuse of public funds, receiving undeclared donations in any form from people and misleading parliament? Forget the sex scandal and the hypocritical comments expressed during the SSM debate about sanctity and meaning of marriage. In a time when politicians have dropped below used car sales people in the trust department, Barnaby's attitude to sucking on the public purse and lying plummet the public perceptions of politicians to new lows.

If Joyce was an AFL coach and "had the full the support of the Board" he'd know that he was due to be sacked the following week.

I don't understand why there's criticism of Barnaby. He's a politician. They lie. They screw the public over as they make the most of their perks. They have a thick skin so any slings and arrows can't get through. They like the sound of their own voice. They are hypocrites. That is all part of the key selection criteria that goes with seeking nomination for a political party. New England voters are just as smart as the rest of us...... makes us pretty stupid and gullible doesn't it?

Katter has hit the nail on the head. Who else could lead the Nationals? The only suitable rival that the public could accept would be Darren Chester and he was dumped to the backbench by Joyce because "he coulda been a contender"

Has Barnaby left the building and headed off to Heartbreak Hotel? Is he lonesome tonight? Is he trying to hide from those with Suspicious Minds? Has he fallen off the Edge of Reality? I'd go on but maybe that's more than you could (Teddy) bear.

Living out of a suitcase on a $400k salary and a baby on the way????.... Gucci Gucci Goo

If I lost my job because of my own incompetence for not checking things and filling in forms, would I be entitled to a "salary" of the amount that Barnaby Joyce was paid? I feel sorry for the Nats’ grass roots supporters who are probably earning a whole lot less but forking out a massive amount of money for someone who could quite as easily rocked up to Centrelink like all the rest of us would have to do.

Somewhere along the line Joyce will play the #metoo card. He's tried everything else to put the blame not where it belongs, firmly on his shoulders.

With still a few to front the High Court over dual citizenship and a deputy prime minister not up to the job; wouldn't it be a great time to call an early election and clear the decks of all the rabble. If the economy going so well, the asylum seeker issue resolved, unemployment figures so good etc surely Malcolm would be quietly confident of getting an absolute majority without needing the dysfunctional Nats. new England's by-election results however may not be repeated in a general election and that may be the only way Barnaby is held accountable.

The saying is "You get what you pay for." Seems we are paying for what we got.

Barnaby is being backed to the hilt by his Nats colleagues. Or should that be his Nats colleagues are about to stick the knife in his back up to the hilt?

Is Malcolm's don't ask don't tell policy a good one? He said he knew of the rumours but obviously didn't seek to have them confirmed by his deputy. Great Sergeant Schultz diplomacy.

Too many people are calling Barnaby arrogant. It's not that the call is harsh but that other words like: "haughty, conceited, hubristic, self-important, opinionated, egotistic, full of oneself, superior; overbearing, pompous, high-handed, swaggering, boastful, bumptious, blustering, patronizing, condescending, disdainful, contemptuous, imperious; proud, vain, immodest; lofty, lordly, snobbish, snobby, overweening, supercilious, smug; pretentious, affected; scornful, mocking, sneering, scoffing; high and mighty, uppity, snooty, stuck-up, snotty, jumped up, too big for one's boots, big-headed" are all feeling a bit left out

In a battle to see who has the biggest ego, Donald Trump would beat Barnaby Joyce by a hair's breadth. The question needs to be asked however is, is that hair "fake"?

If Barnaby Joyce can't accept responsibility for his own decisions how can we expect him to make decisions on our behalf? "With great power comes great responsibility" (Voltaire) "It's not my fault" (Joyce)

Perhaps another thought is for politicians to use the technology that is available. How much time is wasted by flying to Canberra and elsewhere on "business related" meetings when a teleconference is available? I mean most of the time when they sit in parliament a cardboard cut-out would suffice.

I think that Barnaby should ditch the hat. Not only does he talk through it but it acts like a high-vis vest when he needs to neither be seen nor heard.

I thought that the age of entitlements was over...... Seems it doesn't apply across the board. Politicians seem to have a knack of being able to work almost anything into a "business expense" except perhaps helicopter flights.

Perhaps to allow things to move forward, Barnaby could choose to begin to live the words of Ronan Keating, "You say it best when you say nothing at all."

According to Tony Abbott, "All politicians, all people, should act with propriety. The basic rule is to act honestly, to act sensibly, to be of good and strong character." He said that the current code of conduct was working. Amazing really. Hasn't he read the news, spoken to people or has he just kept his head in the sand. Barnaby Joyce has failed Abbott's own test and there is no way he can be called to account.

What is impressive has been the indecisiveness that has been shown about what should be said and not said, which course of action should or should not be taken. The PM finally got around to take action and put forward justifications for the change to ministerial codes of conduct and why Barnaby shouldn't be acting PM in his absence. He had put himself in a no-win situation by delaying any action and has now been castigated by then acting. The fault lies with the Nats and Joyce and himself. A prudent man wouldn't have tried to brazen it out as Barnaby did; he would have taken leave as soon as the whole thing became public to resolve his personal and private issues. Barnaby has shown he is not a prudent person, but politically naive. He now has put at risk the long-term future of a Coalition government post the next election and probably a coalition at all. Ego is not a dirty word; in this case it is a cataclysmic one.

Barnaby, you may be standing your ground but you don't recognise quicksand when you're in it; that slow sinking feeling is there and you will not rise above it. Your morals are your own private business. Your ethics and political judgement are what will bring you down and rightly so.

The Coalition have done nothing for so long. That is the problem. Well maybe held up the implementation of SSM, blown out the budget, kept asylum seekers in indefinite detention.......

Far from the Maddening Crowd. Barnaby will be like that horrible kid down the back of the classroom who wants to be noticed and will do or say anything for that to happen...... actually he did that on the front bench too,

Why do people still talk about an inland rail project? We have the big prawn, the big banana, the big merino and if we gathered all the promises of an inland rail, we could build a big white elephant. Melbourne can't even get a railway from its airport to the centre of town. It's waiting on federal funding so there's a vote winner for anyone who can deliver.

Did George Christensen put his hand up for the gig merely so he could expound his theories to the Nats parliamentarians or was he really confident of winning? Either way I wonder whether all the Nats thought "By George I hope he's not got it" a la My Fair Lady

If Labor and the Greens join forces to provide a stable government after the next election they should not be criticised. I think they call that a coalition. That's a union of two or more distinct parties to pursue some common goals. May seem something novel for the Nationals and Liberals.

Will the new Nats leader be the right sort of sycophant for Malcolm Turnbull? If you ask him, I'm sure he will say yes. He will be quite good at that by the next election.

Question for Mr McCormack as infrastructure minister.... How many people does it take to change a government? The answer is two. Good luck in not ruffling feathers of those who have come before.

I think the issue is that both sides of politics are looking in the wrong direction when it comes to energy in the future. They are looking down in the earth and effectively burying their heads in the sand. A mix of energy is needed in the short term. The development of battery technology is coming on in leaps and bounds and soon renewables such as wind solar thermal and tidal will be able to provide more and more and the reliance on non-renewables will decline. It needs to be managed properly and the best way to do it is to take it out of political interference entirely. The same can be said for management of the Great Barrier Reef and the Murray Darling. Politicians merely use these things as wedge tactics and we all suffer.

So, with the drop in wage growth and the rise in what it takes to live, will the politicians take a pay cut for not reaching their targets. Shouldn't there be some key performance indicators for them?

Hopefully the new agreement with East Timor over oil and gas rights is something that we can be proud of or in hindsight history will look at the Australian intervention in East Timor as us rushing in to protect our own mining territory in a similar way to the US and the coalition of the willing invaded Iraq twice. Australia should not be the bully when it comes to signing such a deal. East Timor needs the economic stimulus much more than we do.

I don't understand how giving a joint interview, Barnaby Joyce and his new partner, Vikki Campion believe that the story will just go away. They are unlikely to douse the firestorm with such flammable outpourings. Surely any good media adviser would have told them that............. oh, that was a role that Ms Campion had for three politicians. And she was the best person for the job? The quality of the other applicants must have left a lot to be desired. If Barnaby wants to stay and brazen his way out of all this, he should use the week of leave to hunker down. Every time he opens his mouth, even though he doesn't recognise it, guilt just pours out. You have the right to silence but anything you say will be taken down and used in the court of public opinion against you.

Life is simple really. What you normally sow you reap. His wild oats have sprung up and now the harvest begins. Barnaby should have merely apologised said that he was only human. We might have believed the former if he had said it straight away. The latter we need more convincing especially after his high and mighty proselytizing about what relationships are all about. Barnaby should look in the mirror and reflect upon who was to blame. He needn't look further.

Let's get it straight, Malcolm was not inept when it came to Barnaby. Inept means: incompetent, unskilful, unskilled, inexpert, amateurish, crude, rough; clumsy, awkward, maladroit, unhandy, heavy-handed, bungling, blundering, bumbling, botched; unproductive, unsuccessful, ineffectual, inadequate, inferior, substandard, wanting, lacking, not up to scratch.

In terms of politics, Malcolm got his scalp in ten days. Masterful stroke of genius. Now he needs to move on to others who are causing the coalition stress from within by their silly comments and behaviour. Dutton, Cash, Christensen, Canavan, Abbott, Abetz etc. When he has cleaned up his own backyard, he can go full tilt at the Opposition.

Again, and again the new Age site shows that it isn't new age at all. Stone Age maybe. I wonder whether the moderators and the journalists can have some input and get the Pulse in particular back to the vibrant being it once was. Those of us valiantly trying to put comments up are becoming increasingly frustrated. You get the feeling that the designers were being paid by Rupert Murdoch to bring down Fairfax.

Ah, budget surpluses are like mythical creatures that may have once roamed the earth. Flying horses, griffins, unicorns etc may have once existed but now they seem works of pure fiction like the promises of a budget surplus sometime in the future. You must have a special talent for deceit to be a treasurer it seems.

Katy Gallagher has been declared by the Attorney General to be ineligible to sit in Parliament. If you ignore the previous assertions by the PM and others about other Members of Parliament and Senators that were found to be inaccurate as found by the High Court; Gallagher is awaiting the results of the case currently before the High Court. It seems the Attorney General is taking a leaf out of the PM's playbook "And the High Court will find so."

Wouldn't mind sitting on the sidelines for $500,000 while my future was being decided. How does one join the border force? Is the delay in anyway connected to the poor NBN speed?

Andrew Wilkie wants to make a change to legislation so that internet service providers don't advertise what the maximum rarely achieved speed is but a realistic. He said that nowhere else in business are you allowed to advertise on unachievable promises. I would suggest that he has overlooked the business of politics. Perhaps we need legislation on that too.

I think that perhaps Michael McCormack and the rest of the Nats should look at long term climate issues rather than short term political promises. A good starting point would be the following website especially from 2000 onwards

When you have no answers, no policies, when you are covering your backside; you distract and go the person. Politics 101. However, Cash barely passed this stage. To do it with distinction requires subtlety and tact.

"If anyone has been offended by my remarks, I withdraw." If a child said that or it's similar version "Soooorry", any parent would then counter with, "Say it like you mean it." But then again perhaps children know better than Michaelia.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

March

[image: image]


	Bushfires destroy over 70 buildings in New South Wales and 18 homes in Victoria.

	Australian cricket captain Steve Smith is suspended, and Malcolm Turnbull calls for action from Cricket Australia, after members of the Australian team admit to ball tampering during a match.

	Former Russian double agent Sergei Skripal and his daughter, Yulia, are poisoned by the Novichok nerve agent in Salisbury, England. More than 100 Russian diplomats are expelled by more than 20 countries as a result.

	Donald Trump accepts an invitation from North Korean leader Kim Jong-un for a meeting in May to discuss the denuclearisation of North Korea

	In China Xi Jinping given the status of "President for Life" 

	In response to gun violence in the United States, thousands of high school students across the country participate in an organized protest called the National School Walkout

	Kim Jong-un meets Xi Jinping, leaving the country for the first time since assuming office in 2011

	In the Russian presidential election, Vladimir Putin is elected for a fourth term


"Sorry Seems to Be the Hardest Word to Say," seems to be the tune that is playing in Senate Estimates. Cash tries to take down Cameron and just exacerbates her own issues. Leading with your jaw when it is made of glass is not the brightest of strategies.

Meanwhile in the seat of Batman, scent of bullying could be Robin the Greens of votes. Riddle me this, who is the joker in the pack that is undermining her?

Things are said under parliamentary privilege yet parliamentarians don't understand what a privilege it is to be in parliament. To them it's all about me, me, me and they forget about us, us, us. Perhaps they need to earn the right to parliamentary privilege. If they abuse it, they lose it. Yesterday Michaelia Cash and today, James Paterson and Kim Carr. On most days Peter Dutton.

There have been calls for Universities to spend more face to face time with students and actually use the facilities provided. Most course are only between 24 and 28 weeks a year. Thus, a four-year degree could easily be done in three. However, when you think about the number of sitting days of parliament, then perhaps that is another wasted resource where facilities are underutilised.

One thing that Senate estimates provides so much more than Question Time are actual answers. We also get to see what ministers are really like when put under some scrutiny. Their true character comes to the fore. Perhaps instead of wasting time on QT being telecast and blogged, focus on Senate estimates would be better value for the general public. Watching ministers such as Cash imploding on more than one occasion is better reality TV than we normally get and oh so entertaining. Having public servants explain their actions shows some accountability process actually takes place. Senate estimates also gives senators something to do rather than just sleep and rubber stamp and grandstand. Let's have Senate estimates every week.

Peter Dutton, anyone who keeps asylum seekers in never ending detention has questionable morality and shouldn't moralise about other people.

Under the Westminster system a minister takes full responsibility for the actions of his/her ministry. When did we change to the maladminister system?

If Chester draws a cabinet spot, what other furniture will be shifted. Will Paddy O'Furniture be seconded to the next Senate vacancy?

Turnbull must be wondering how Liberal and National pre-selection panels get it so wrong. He is surrounded by people who open their mouths without their brains in gear. Surely, he never thought it could all be so hard. It all comes down to what a small group of people in a backroom somewhere decide in an electorate. Their judgement then gets passed on to state level backrooms and elections happen. So, the people to blame are the ones who did the original pre-selection. Malcolm should shoot the blame where it belongs.

The Human Headline, Derryn Hinch, must be wondering whether his title has been knocked off by a former Deputy PM.

Now Barnaby has said that his personal matters are nobody's business but his and his partner's. He was doing cartwheels after winning the by-election he caused to happen and now his gymnastic ability has come to the fore with too numerous backflips. Perhaps he is trying to qualify for the upcoming Commonwealth Games in gymnastics. Maybe even in high jump as he tries to perfect the Barnaby flop.

And now Abbott has come out swinging again against Turnbull, this time over the polls. How long will Barnaby's promise not to snipe last? About as long as Abbott's?

We seem to elect characters to represent us but many of our politicians are deficient in character.

Barnaby said that it's got to stop. He wanted the media commentary on his life to desist for the sake of his unborn child, his new partner, his four daughters and his ex-wife. Then he goes public saying that the child may not be his, thus impugning his new partner. His new child will forever have questions of his own parentage because Barnaby has gone public. What a sad person Barnaby is. When he opens his mouth, he simply does it to change feet. The respect he may once have had from his family and colleagues and from people in his electorate, he continues to burn as if it was fake currency.

So often we hear that the first duty of government is to keep its citizens safe. This applies to the potential victims of hazing too. Simon Birmingham needs to put financial pressure on universities so that universities will act on the colleges. Money talks. Then and only then will some preventative action be taken. Getting victims to use the law post hazing is like putting a Band-Aid on a large gaping wound.

It's not the outlawing of hazing, it is the accountability issue. The colleges are attached to universities. The colleges condone the hazing and by association the universities appear do too. The pressure that could be brought to bear is through money from the government. If the universities are held to account, they in turn will hold the colleges to account and the colleges will be forced to act. Birmingham has the chance to push the dominoes.

It seems that the "boys will be boys" and "they weren't doing anything seriously wrong" approach is the soft line pedalled by universities. Hazing is bullying and harassment. Then again that's what our politicians role model. 

In a time when victims are encouraged to blow the whistle on such activities as hazing, harassment and the like, what does the Education Minister do? He discounts the case that such things need to be outlawed. Is this going to assist those victims? No, it will just further stigmatise them and they may well ask, "Why bother?"  Instead he says victims need to use the current laws to seek redress. He has slapped a wet lettuce on the faces of universities for not addressing the issue quickly enough. Make the university administrations accountable for what is in their power to control. He seems more interested in the possible damage to the reputations of the universities than of the victims.

Will the Michaelia Cash saga be made into a film called "Three Whiteboards inside Parliament, Canberra"

To apologise is to admit one was wrong. To try to cover it up be it with a whiteboard or by having your colleagues come out and label someone else as a bully, smacks of it being really wrong. To err is human. Does that therefore make Michaelia inhuman or just inhumane?

The lack of accountability for the attitudes towards women needs to change and the best way to do that is through examples by those in high profile positions. Congrats to all those women pursuing the #metoo option because the harassment of women is too often swept under the carpet and at times the people who should know better, the police and the judicial system, have a convenient blind eye to turn. Having said that harassment of women by women as in the Michaelia cash situation needs to be called out as well. Nothing short of a heartfelt apology to the women on Bill Shorten's staff should be forthcoming. They didn't deserve that. Whether Michaelia Cash is big enough to deliver it privately in person or publicly that is a matter for her conscience. However, as Lieutenant General David Morrison stated: "The standard you walk past is the standard you
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