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“In vain the sons and daughters of Adam and Eve search for God inside their bodies within their five senses, and their minds, stuck and hanging upside down -as they still are- within the tree of knowledge of good and evil in this fallen world. Only by conquering their flesh, they can throw away their dirty skin garments, and begin to build a white robe of sanctity and holiness, a perfect abode for their holy spirit, that in due time will shine within their hearts truly manifesting God’s will. Only then, they will finally realize that Jesus Christ manifests through them as the living tree of life.”

Davalos

In the previous essays that I have written about the teachings of Jesus Christ, His mother Mary, the Holy Spirit, the Angels, Saint Francis of Assisi, the Kingdom of God, the Paradise, and our Adamic origins, I have used many times in these essays quotes of the writings of the apostle Paul of Tarsus due to considering their insights coming from a man of God imbued by the Holy Spirit who after his conversion walked already with the risen Christ in his own heart.

This is one of the reasons why St. Paul is often considered to be the most important person after Jesus in the history of Christianity. His epistles (letters) have had an enormous influence on Christian theology, especially on the relationship between God the Father, and Jesus, and on the mystical human relationship with the divine (Britannica.com). These insights could not have come to Paul from his mere intellectual reasoning or human wisdom; they came into his being from ‘the living knowledge’ mentioned by Jesus that falls into those who have the experience of embracing His cross and opening wide their hearts to Him.

In this short essay composed of three parts, I will analyze some of Paul’s writings which were written by the hand of the Apostle just 20 to 25 years after the death of Jesus of Nazareth. 

In this work, I will examine only those that are considered authentic Pauline epistles by most scholars and which are: 1 Thessalonians, Philippians, 1 Corinthians, 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Philemon, and Romans, extracted from the King James Version (KJV), due to considering that the KJV is the greatest English translation ever produced because it is based on the Textus Receptus (TR) or ‘received text’ that designates all editions of the Greek texts of the New Testament.

Furthermore, a little over 95 percent of the New Testament manuscripts that have come down to us coincide with the TR. The TR is not only before the 4th century, - the century in which the Sinaitic and the Vatican manuscripts were drawn up - but served as the basis for the first translations of the New Testament into vulgar languages ​​and was the one cited by the first Christian authors, the so-called Fathers of the Church (Vidal, 2020).

What would I be looking for from these writings?

Based on what my spiritual experience will be able to show me through reading between those lines, I will try to uncover the many pieces of advice full of deep spiritual meanings that Paul intended for us to know, behave -as followers of Christ- and live and manifest in our lives these instructions so we can truly live a spiritually based way of life. This is the kind of life that Paul lived and intended for us to live as well to win every battle against Satan, and to leave behind this fallen world forever, joining our lives in the mystical body of our savior Jesus Christ. 

After reading and exploring the seven epistles mentioned, I was able to find a unifying link that took me throughout what I think is the fundamental Christian theology that Paul of Tarsus left for us as several guiding posts to achieve salvation, that is, liberation from this collapsed world in the company of Jesus the Christ.
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Paul was affirming that his words were not coming from the scriptures or any human wisdom but from the spiritual knowledge that was surfacing from his heart due to the action of the holy spirit.

He was sharing with us the truth of the risen Christ so we could be free as well.

Jesus clearly stated that we are not free because we do not have the truth. In John 8: 31-33, we find that “Jesus said to those Jews which believed on him, if ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples; indeed, and ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (KJV). Little by little, when a disciple starts following Jesus against all odds, new and subtle revelations are given to him through his heart by the action of the holy spirit, and these new insights help him to live a better life and to free himself or herself from the bondage of sin.

The Scriptures simply convey intellectual knowledge, but we must have living knowledge, that is, the experience of our spirituality. And this ‘living knowledge’ within us, is only accessible if we open the doors of our hearts to the holy spirit.

In Luke 17:20-21, we read: “When he was demanded of the Pharisees when the kingdom of God should come, he answered them and said, the kingdom of God cometh not with observation: Neither shall they say, lo here! or, lo there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is within you” (KJV). 

Here, Jesus was clearly describing the experience of Heaven as an internal phenomenon. This implies that the inner state of the seeker is the source of his spiritual realization, just as the apostle Paul that told us where the source of his ‘gospel’ was coming from.

Paul even wrote about his own experience with ‘this divine inner knowledge’ in two epistles such as 1 Corinthians and Galatians. For example, in Galatians 1: 11-12, Paul affirmed: “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ” (KJV). 

Jesus described this kind of inner knowing as well after asking His apostles about Himself in Matthew 16: 15-17, “He saith unto them, But who say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven” (KJV). 

Knowledge of our world comes only from flesh and blood, and flesh and blood will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven.
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Saint Paul the apostle addresses this important subject through four interesting statements contained in his two letters addressed to the Corinthians: 1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians:  

First: The wisdom of the wise, and the understanding of the experts of our world are nothing before God.

Our father in Heaven is pure wisdom, and since the existence of God cannot be proven through the mind and the use of reasoning, these are the limits of the knowledge of our world: Some knowledge without God and simple human wisdom. As a result, this limited kind of knowledge has created a monster we call ideology that is simply an ego-fixed conceptual tool that produced the traps of dogmas, and other peoples’ opinions. This type of knowledge has been imposed on us since childhood and constantly silences our inner truth.    

Second: God's wisdom for our world is Christ and his cross.

How can this be?

The cross is the point at which [our] will and God’s will cross. Every day, we are faced with all kinds of choices, whether we are going to do things our way or God’s way (heritagecc.org) That is the cross of Christ.

To “take up the cross of Christ” is something that must take place first in our thoughts, and then in our bodies. When thoughts that are not pleasing to God come to your mind during the day, you ‘put them to death on an inner ‘cross’. You do not permit the thought to pass through your mind and come into your heart. As you are cleansed from the sin in your nature, the fruits of the Spirit come in its place, and one of them is God’s wisdom. 

Third: Without the cross in our lives, we remain in darkness.

Since we live in this tower of Babel, God, our Father is considered just a pipe dream in this Babylonia, in this fallen world in which the words of the apostle John continue to be a sad reality when he affirmed: “And this is the condemnation, that light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil” (John 3:19, KJV). 

When we use the term darkness, we refer to how [Biblical] Scripture consistently uses the term: to that which is contrary to God's order and truth. And this reflection explains and clarifies the intellectual darkness of our time.

Fourth: All the arguments and all the arrogance that rise against the knowledge of God are demolished taking captive every thought to the obedience of Christ.

The journey from disobedience to obedience to the will of our heavenly Father is contained in five simple words: Not my but thy will.  

In our world, the darkness is fueled by intemperance. We can see that intemperance is severe and significant in our times. Indeed, as Saint Thomas Aquinas teaches so well in the Summa Theologica, sins of intemperance have a particularly powerful role in darkening the intellect. 

The
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