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Elle sat on the couch, book in hand, watching with a sort of horrified fascination through the open sitting room door as Victoria sat a young woman on the white dining room table, knocking over a glass vase with a pink flower inside as she frantically kissed her neck. With jerking aggression, she ripped the woman’s dress down over her shoulder, so that one of her large breasts popped free, and the woman screamed softly in shock, her little cheeks blushing bright as Victoria continued nuzzling her face wildly in her neck. 

The woman was yet another Alice lookalike. Victoria had been bringing them to the mansion for weeks, stripping them naked and making frantic love to them before finally killing them. The girl she had brought tonight couldn’t have been more than twenty, sweet-faced and rosy cheeked, with the same innocent blue eyes, narrow waist, and pale blonde hair as Alice. Her breasts, however, were not quite as large. 

Victoria clutched the back of the girl’s long blonde hair with a slender hand that was more like a claw, the fingers curling with translucent white nails and glittering rings. The vampire snarled and buried her contorted face in the girl’s neck, and when the girl screamed softly and stiffened, Elle knew Victoria had sank her teeth. 

Growling and sucking, Victoria gently leaned forward, pressing the helpless girl down on the table, and as she clutched the girl fast in her arm and sucked on her neck, the girl’s head fell back over the edge of the table, and Elle could see her face. She looked somewhere between shocked and frightened – and aroused. Her cheeks were burning bright as she frowned, staring into space with her mouth open. Her fat breast was still standing from her torn dress, heaving and trembling with her little screams, the pink nipple rigid against the air, and one of her slender legs was up around Victoria’s hip, clutching to it feebly. The little high heel fell off to the floor. 

As her face moved against the girl’s neck, Victoria reached back and smoothed a hand over the girl’s naked thigh, holding it fast to her hip as she sucked harder, deeper. The girl shivered and her pretty blue eyes widened a little. Her face was draining of color: Victoria was drinking her dry, and in seconds, she would be dead. Realizing this, the girl twisted and fought to get away, her naked breast jiggling, her blonde hair in her eyes. She tried to shout, but Victoria’s feeding had stolen her breath. Angry now, tears sprang to her eyes, and she grabbed a fistful of Victoria’s hair and pulled.

Victoria’s body tensed on top of the girl, and she held on tightly, ignoring the girl’s breasts flapping, ignoring the soft, angry screaming, and sucking hard until the girl suddenly fell still. Her blue eyes stared vacantly – directly into the room where Elle was sitting, watching the quiet murder over her novel. With a last weak gasp, the girl’s little hand – full of so much fight and indignation a moment before – dropped limply from Victoria’s hair and onto the table. She didn’t move.

Victoria sucked quietly now, and when she lifted her face, her lips were dripping bright red blood. She straightened up, dabbing the blood away with a kerchief. She didn’t even look at the dead girl on the table as Agatha, the mansion’s ghoul, hobbled up and dragged her away most unceremoniously by the foot. 

Victoria crossed the hall to the sitting room where Elle was reading, sat at the drawing desk, and continued working on a large, fantastic real-life sketch of the Mortimer Bridge. Tonight, she was wearing jeans, loafers, and a white button-down shirt with a tan blazer pulled over it. In the chest pocket was a pink azalea. The garden in the courtyard was bursting with them. Victoria loved her pastels. Even the mansion was to her taste: white walls and pale gray carpets, with white sectional sofas and glass coffee tables. 

When she was first brought to the mansion – which resided in a suburb in Southern California—Elle had been surprised. She had expected the typical gothic stone mansion of the vampires in the movies, and when she said so, Victoria had only laughed.

Since having met Alice at the park in Arcon City, Victoria had been treating Elle much better, though Elle suspected it was more to impress Alice than anything. Elle was no longer kept in a cage, for instance, but was allowed to sleep with Victoria in her coffin during the day! This was an honor reserved for only the more highly prized cattle and was usually done because the vampire feared her favorite cattle would be stolen by other vampires.

Elle was also given proper clothing. As she sat reading on the square sectional, she was wearing a short white dress and matching white high heels. Gold bracelets were on her wrists and gold rings on her fingers. She was still losing her hair due to the progression of the cancer and was still very underweight, but those things could not be helped. At least she was happy and comfortable now, no pain, just as Victoria had promised, no medical bills to worry about, no weeping family to watch her die (for Victoria had eaten them all), and she could eat whatever she wanted, have whatever she wanted, for the Blood Moon coven was ridiculously wealthy. 

In fact, they had only been living in the current mansion for three months. Victoria owned five of them across the country and had returned with Elle on a jet from her mansion in New York, where they had lived for two weeks soon after the incident with Alice and Nashira at the park in Arcon.

“What is it, Elle?” said Victoria without looking up from her sketch. She reached up and turned the overhead light, a tall white lamp with an adjustable neck.

Elle smiled. Victoria could always sense when she wanted to ask something, which secretly pleased Elle greatly. The fact that Victoria could read her mind always made their conversations seem more intimate and less intrusive than she had supposed they would be.

“You told that girl you would turn her into a vampire,” said Elle, frowning. “But you killed her. You lied to her!” 

Victoria’s pale lips spread in a little smile as she hunched over her drawing and began to sketch. “How are you and Alice so endlessly innocent as to expect such nobility from we vampires?” 

Elle’s face darkened. “Why can’t we have a conversation without you mentioning Alice – just once!” she said angrily and far more loudly than she’d intended. 

Victoria’s tall back stiffened a little with hurt at the sharp note in Elle’s voice, and Elle chided herself. It was amazing to her that she had such power over Victoria. Sometimes she forgot that the woman – supernatural and intimidating as she was – even had feelings. 

“Yes,” said Victoria, continuing to sketch, “I lied to the girl. I lied so that I could fuck her and suck her and pretend she was Alice – just as you lied to the real Alice and used her, so that you might wind up here, in my home.” 

Elle looked down guiltily. Victoria was right: Elle was wrong for manipulating Alice, for putting her
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