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9 of Pentacles

Alice stood alone in the tarot reading room. She shuffled the special deck and drew the top card. She turned to leave the room and had to wait for Madeline and a client to enter the room before the younger elf could leave. She nodded to both reader and querent and then left the room soon after.

Alice walked upstairs and into her room. She sat down at her desk and set the 9 of Pentacles down. She quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. She looked at the cards and opened her notebook. She grabbed her pen and took her notes.

She could hear music coming from the greenhouse. Eliot was busy there tending to the plants. Madeline was reading for clients. Klio and Klia were roaming the house and watching the comings and goings of those who were outside.

Everyone had something to do and just did their part. They knew the others would be doing the same. So, things had fallen into a rhythm in the house. There was harmony even if they didn’t always get along well.

Alice heard her aunt cooking in the kitchen and blinked. The young elf put her pen down and stood up. She left her room and walked downstairs into the kitchen. She stood by and waited. Moments later the music stopped and Eliot entered the kitchen. He set the table and stood by. He smiled at Alice and she smiled back.

Madeline didn’t turn around. “What is the card of the day?”

Alice answered, “9 of Pentacles.

Madeline asked, “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is an accomplishment and a feeling of safety. It can be physical pleasure and love of nature. It can also be abundance, discretion, foresight, luxury, self sufficiency, financial gain, and solo pleasures.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is bad faith, villainy, danger to self or spirit, loss of a friend or treasured keepsake. It can also be an abandoned project, warning, loss, theft, fraud, error, damage, unfaithfulness and breath of trust.”

Madeline nodded. “You may get another card tomorrow.”

Alice grabbed drinks for everyone. Madeline finished cooking and served everyone. They sat down together to eat.

Eliot asked, “So, what card will it be tomorrow?”

Alice shrugged. “I have no idea. There’s only two more pentacle cards left.”

Eliot asked, “Which ones are those?”

Alice answered, “The ten and ace.”

Eliot smiled. “Amazing. Oh, did you say there was one more cup card, which is the ace.”

Alice nodded.

Eliot continued, “How many swords and wands left?”

Alice stopped to think a moment. “There’s two sword cards—the ace and six. For wands, there’s three left. That would be the ace, seven and four.”

Eliot nodded. “So, mostly major arcana cards left.”

Alice nodded. “Those are major events.”

Madeline smiled. “I’m sure she’ll get to them all sooner or later.”

Alice smiled. “I hope to keep getting one a day until I’m done.”

Madeline nodded. “Perhaps that would be for the best.” She finished eating and went to deal with more clients.

Eliot and Alice cleared the table, washed dishes and cleaned the kitchen. Then they went to the greenhouse to check on orders. They got right to work with music playing. Clients came and went for their orders. The big orders were packaged and ready to go by the time the delivery person arrived to accept them with a smile.

Mrs. Flowers sat up in a chair while Adrian and Heath visited her.

Adrian said, “Mom, I tried to get Alice to come and take care of you and the house, but she refused to come.”

Mrs. Flowers sighed. “She’s so selfish and inconsiderate of us. I need her and she won’t come.”

Adrian said, “I know. I explained it to her, but she insisted she was happier where she was and doing a job she loves.”

Heath frowned. “Yeah, she refuses to come with me, too. I kept telling her how worried you were about her.”

Mrs. Flowers frowned. “Alice has always been so willful and unthinking towards others. I deserve a much better daughter.”

Both Adrian and Heath agreed with her.

Mrs. Flowers asked, “Heath, where have you been? You went missing for some time.”

Heath blinked. “Oh, I was captured by a mean werewolf. He kept trying to tell me how the world is and how I need to ask permission to do anything with a woman. I just didn’t understand why he was talking to me that way and why he wouldn’t let me have my drugs.”

Mrs. Flowers shook her head. “Some people think they can change us, but they are wrong. We’re fine the way we are. We don’t need their help. It’s them who need our help.”

Again Adrian and Heath agreed with her.

Adrian said, “Alice needs our help more than she has ever been willing to admit. It’s a shame she insists on being a whore as Madeline is.”

Mrs. Flowers continued, “It’s just not fair. I don’t understand how Alice could be doing so well now. People actually like what she crafts?” She shook her head.

Heath said, “I know. I don’t get it either. I thought she was too stupid to take care of herself now. I know you two know that better than I do because you’ve known her longer than I have.”

Adrian said, “I, too, find it hard to believe Alice and Eliot are doing so well. I did some digging into his background and his job record is as bad as hers. Based on their former employment, they shouldn’t be doing as well as the reporters claim they are.”

Mrs. Flowers sighed. “And worse of all, Alice is successful without us. That part doesn’t make any sense to me. She has never been able to doing anything well without me. She needs me and has to come back.”

Adrian said, “She’s always come back before. Based on her past record, she will fail and come crawling back to us.”

Heath nodded. “So, we need to wait and plan to catch her when she fails again.”

Mrs. Flowers nodded. “Exactly. It shouldn’t be too much longer before it happens.”

Adrian smiled. “Then we will set a trap for her. We can tell everyone the truth about Alice and Eliot. People need to know how terrible they are and how unreliable they can be.”

All agreed and formed their plot against Alice and Eliot.

Zane was alone on his ship. He frowned at what he heard from Heath, Mrs. Flowers and Adrian. Zane did his best with Heath, but it was clear the young werewolf wasn’t going to listen or change. Zane sighed. It was a good thing he had put the chip inside of Heath before letting him go.

Zane made notes. He was glad he could track the rogue werewolf in case things got out of hand. Zane blinked. He was still young, but not naive. He knew better than to rely solely upon his teaching and what he had learned as a Guardian.

At least the Guardians were accepting of him. He had known what he was and how frightened people could be of him. But in spite of those facts, Zane never wanted to hurt anyone. He was kind and believed in fair treatment of all. The Guardian Code was easy for him to follow. He and other weres had made solid and long lasting contributions to the knowledge the Guardians had accumulated over the centuries.

Zane sighed as he listened to the plot Mrs. Flowers, Adrian Flowers and Heath Collins were coming up with. Zane made notes and knew he would show up at Madeline Austen’s house as soon as he needed to in order to prevent anything bad from happening to the elf trio who lived there.

Alice and Eliot sat in her room. She shuffled one of her decks to give Eliot a practice reading. They were done with their work for the day. Klio and Klia laid on Alice’s bed and listened and watched the young elves.

Eliot smiled. “Okay, I do have a question.”

Alice raised an eyebrow. “Oh, I see. Does it have something to do with me?”

His smile got bigger. “Perhaps, it does.”

She laughed.

“I’ve been thinking of something, but I’m not sure what will happen if I ask for it.”

She blinked and stopped shuffling the cards. She drew three cards—2 of Wands, the World and 2 of Cups. She blinked as she studied the cards. She looked up at him and then back at the cards.

“So, in the past you were contemplating asking for what you want, but are unsure of how and if it would work out. Currently, you are finishing up some lessons. I believe that’s the learning how to grow plants and process them into medicines and toiletry items. You’re about to finish soon with your lessons. In the future, you will have a partner. Wait, I thought we were already partners?”

He nodded. “We are. Perhaps we’ll be something more to each other?”

She blinked. “But we are romantically linked already. I don’t get it.”

He leaned a little closer to look at the cards. “Perhaps our relationship will change.”

She blinked. “Oh! Perhaps it will. I’m not sure.” She sighed. “I’m sorry, I think I have a block and I can’t tell you more.”

He leaned back. “It’s okay. There’s no rush.”

She blinked as she cleaned up her cards.
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