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EPIGRAPH


“

[image: image]

If you’re not in it to be bigger than the Beatles, it’s just a hobby.

NOEL GALLAGHER

[image: image]

If I wasn’t a musician I don’t know. I’d be God, maybe? That would be a good job.

LIAM GALLAGHER

”





This work has not been officially endorsed by Oasis or the Gallaghers, but is a homage to our homegrown heroes, the rock and roll stars who took the Manchester sound and Manchester slang to the world.

Thank you for making the world mad for it.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF OASIS

Whether you want to be a rock and roll star, or you’ve recently remortgaged your house to be able to afford to go and watch some stars, unless you were born within sight of Manchester’s giant Vimto bottle statue, you might need a little help decoding the language of the (rock) gods.

Oasis is a complex language with a rich and vibrant history. Its origins are thought to lie in the 1st century, where a fragment of the gospels has been translated as:

And God said: ‘Let there be light.

And lo, there was sun-shee-ine.’

It is also, of course, via Egyptian, Greek and late Latin, where we derive the English word, Oasis, broadly understood to mean a fertile spot in an otherwise barren desert full of southern bed-wetting shite.

It can be found throughout the canon of English Literature, notably the 14th century epic, Sir Gawayne and the Grene Knight.

Where werre and wrake and wonder

Bi syþez hatz wont þricke,

And oft boþe blysse and blunder

Fur our kid was beeing a righte dicke

There are frequent references throughout the works of Shakespeare, especially the character of the fool in King Lear.

[Enter a Fool in a parka, with shoulders swinging]

Fool: Now then, now then, now then,

For ton-i-ei-ight, might your rock roll to the stars, my nuncle?

And recent archival research has even uncovered an early draft of Rudyard Kipling’s beloved poem ‘If’ that made powerful use of Oasis.

If you can fill the unforgiving time

With each full day’s worth of candle lit,

Yours is the Earth and song and rhyme,

And—which is more—you’ll be f***ing mad for it!

But it is in the late 20th and early 21st century that Oasis has undergone a remarkable renaissance and has left its traditional heartland in the northwest of England to be spoken throughout the whole world. Even that London.

Building on the ground-breaking scholarship of Gallagher and Gallagher, what follows is the first definitive phrasebook for spoken Oasis. We hope you will find useful phrases for any occasion and that any Oasis speaker will, right here, right now, know what you mean.








A NOTE ON PRONUNCIATION AND GRAMMAR

As with many northern dialects, H-dropping is common – head becomes ’ed. Hello becomes ’ello. Vowels sounds have less distinction. ‘Strut’ and ‘foot’ rhyme, as do ‘but’ and ‘put’ and ‘gas’ and ‘glass’. Also – ‘myself’ and ‘no one else’, ‘tonic’ and ‘want it’, ‘laugh’ and ‘autograph’, ‘BMW’ and ‘Yellow Submarine’.

The emphasis of g after n is retained, noticeable in words like sinGer, finGer or minGer.

Oasis is unique in that it lengthens vowel sounds beyond what is standard in most other romance languages. For example, ‘need’ is ‘neeeeeeeeeeeed’, ‘believe’ is ‘belieeeeeeeeeeeve’ and ‘tonight’ is pronounced ‘toni-e-i-e-i-e-ight’.

In conversational Oasis, there is a habit of adding clauses to sentences where they may not seem strictly grammatically necessary to non-Mancunians/soft southerners. For example ‘I’m hungry, me’ or ‘what it is, right…’

In addition, the use of ‘and that’ as a non-specific additional clause, as in ‘I’m going home to tidy up and that’ can be initially confusing to those who’ve not had the good fortune to enjoy an extended stay in the jewel of the north.

Certain phrases are compounded, so ‘do you know what I mean?’ becomes ‘knowworrimean?’ and ‘yes I am very mad for it’ becomes ‘fookinmadferrit’.

The frequent habit of layering what can at first appear to be tautologies in reply to a question can wrongfoot the inexperienced.

‘How are you?’

‘Yeah, sound, sorted, mental, madforit.’

But don’t worry. With a little practice you’ll soon get the hang of it!










THE BASICS


CHAPTER 1.

When learning how to speak Oasis, Liam and Noel Gallagher are your best teachers. Follow their lead, and you’ll not go far wrong. Included here is some of their most widely shared wisdom, at the start of each chapter along with a guide to lesser-known and local phrases. Adopt the classic Oasis-stance if you need when speaking.






“

You’re asking if I’m happy? I’ve got 87 million pounds in the bank, I’ve got a Rolls Royce, I’ve got three stalkers, I’m about to go on the board at Manchester City, I’m part of the greatest band in the world. Am I happy with that? No, I’m not! I want MORE!!

NOEL GALLAGHER

[image: image]




“

I’m an average lad who was born in Burnage who played conkers. Conkers, mate. Conkers. The lot. And now I’m in a band and nothing’s changed.

LIAM GALLAGHER

[image: image]





Hello

Now then?

A general all-purpose greeting that can be roughly translated as ‘so, here we are, both of us briefly together in this precious flickering present, which can be found somewhere between now and then. How are you finding it?’

Ay up?

This is the informal, friendly version, to be used with younger family, friends and siblings.

Ow do?

This is the more formal greeting, used for acquaintances and older family members.

Alright?/you alright?/y’alright?

This greeting is rhetorical. Do not worry about replying with how you actually are, as this will horrify people. Simply replying y’alright will suffice.

Alright cock/cocker

This can wrongfoot those unprepared for it, but it is intended as an affectionate greeting.

Note: it is inadvisable to initiate this greeting with strangers.



Goodbye

Ta’ra (polite)

Do one (impolite)

F*** off (Liam)



Excuse me

Ee arr

Note: This can be used both to get someone’s attention at the beginning of a sentence and when passing someone something, such as a rag pudding or butter pie.



Pardon me?

Yer wot?



Sorry

Soz



Something

Owt



Anything

Owt



Nothing

Nowt

Note: You don’t get owt for nowt.



No

Nah/Nah man/Nah mate



I am very much looking forward to having a really nice time tonight

I’m mad for it/madferit/fookinmadferit



I would like you to reconsider that

Give your ‘ead a wobble



Please mind your own business

Wind ya neck in



This is decent

Sound



This is reassuringly reliable

Sound as a pound


Whatever I say next, however rude and/or insulting, you are not allowed to be annoyed by it…

I’m not being funny like…



Note: It doesn’t matter what you say – you smell of otter faeces/your mum looks like the rotting corpse of a hippopotamus/THAT is the single worst haircut I have ever seen – this useful construction renders what follows entirely benign.






This is incomparably good

This is different gravy



Note: If you are complimenting someone’s gravy, belt or top, it is probably better to use this is mint. If you are complimenting mint-flavoured gravy then you can use an alternative expression like this mint-flavoured gravy is sound. If you are complimenting a sound it is best to say This is bangin’, unless the excellent sound has been produced by banging, in which case you should say That banging is different gravy.







This is good

Mint



This is very good

Proper mint



This is extremely good

Sick



This is great

Bangin’

Beltin’

Top



Stop withholding financial support

Stop being tight



This is suboptimal

This is bobbins



This is horrible

Rank



This is unpleasant

This is grim



This is mean/fake

This is snide



This disgusts me

This is ’angin’

This is mingin’



This is the worst thing I can think of

Damon Albarn



Thank you

Ta/Cheers/Nice one/Top one (informal)

F*** off (Liam)




Very/extremely/really

Proper

Dead

Well



Note: If someone has definitely died then you should use the construction proper dead. If something is very proper, you should say it is dead proper. Well dead is acceptable, as is well proper, dead well and proper well. But nothing will single you out as a non-Oasis speaker more quickly than saying someone is dead dead or well well, or that something is proper proper.
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