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    To all future world changers, and agents of change; may you create a better world for you and those who will come after you, than the one we and those before us made for you.
To those who know that there is more to life than sex and money.
To those who know they are called to stand out, and not fit in.
To those who think there is no place in the world for them.
This book is for YOU!

      

    


​MEET THE AUTHOR

In 1993, I graduated from the St. Jago High School in Spanish Town, St. Catherine, Jamaica, with ZERO passes in the four CXC subjects my parents paid for. I was so sure that I was going to fail one of those subjects that I did not bother to do the practical exam. It was not because I was incapable of being an academic genius, but with a consistently bad report falling in my father’s hand, I was told that I would never amount to anything good; I was worthless; and all I was good for was to burn COAL and I believed. Children believe everything their parents tell them, so you will understand my concern today when I listen to how parents communicate with their children. By the time we get to our teen years, we have already developed a belief system, and many teenagers believe wholeheartedly that their coming into this world was a mistake, and they have no value. It is NOT true.

Parents try to use what is called “reverse physchology” in that they will tell you the opposite of what they really want you to believe. I refuse to believe that our parents actually believe we are worthless and good for nothing. They will say the worst things to you, in trying to get you to be better, and good. I am not seeing the method behind this madness, but that’s what parents do.

I didn’t grow up in a rich family. My parents could only afford to take us to fifth form in High School, and then we would be on our own. As siblings, we understood this, but I think what affected us was not really having a clear map for where our lives would go after High School. Maybe we didn’t care. So, in 1993, I was out of school, no money, no friends, no qualifications, no dreams and aspirations, and no idea what to do with my life.

My first job was a SANDER working with my brother who was a Carpenter. All day, I would be sanding furniture from morning to evening. I hated it.

My Second job was in my PASTOR’S SUPERMARKET working $500 (JMD) a week. I hated it.

My third job was as a CEMENT MIXER with my brother who was transitioning from a Carpenter, to a BUILDING CONTRACTOR. After my first experience ‘slabbing’ a roof, I knew that was not for me. I hated it. I was destined for failure and a life of hustling and I knew it. I could not see a way out, nor was I looking for one. I was more than resolved that I was a failure, and my life would never have any significance whatsoever.

Sadly, this path of only being able to do odd jobs is the journey of many youngsters who leave High School. Many teens consume a lot of their time going after the opposite sex, and believing that physical, temporary pleasure is the ultimate human experience, but that is NOT true. Most teens also get saved in a church in their early years, but they don’t stay as they get older.

I was baptized in my home church, where we grew up attending as children, in my late teenage years, maybe 19 years old, but I can’t say for sure that I was saved. I was still doing everything I was doing before my baptism, and even added some new sins as I entered my 20’s.

I remember going to HEART Academy because I really had nothing to do. I took a Skilled Course in Carpentry, not sure why. HEART was a very good program that allowed you to go on work experience when you complete the course, which often leads to a permanent job. 

While at school, I noticed that I was helping students a lot, I was excellent at spelling, and the curriculum seems to be so far beneath me, that I barely paid attention in class, and still ended up being the only one who earned the Certificate. I didn’t bother to collect it. During that time, I kept wondering what I was doing at HEART. I was better than that.

I was sent to a BEDDING Manufacturing Plant to make mattress for my work experience. I hated it, so I underperformed so they wouldn’t keep me on permanently. I always had a problem just doing the same thing repeatedly, every single day. I needed diversity, and variety.

My youngest brother, who had dropped out of High School because he liked Mr. Spliff and Wray and his Nephew a whole lot more than Education, was working with a Land Surveyor, who happened to also know one of my Aunts. They put in a good word, that I was smart and had much potential, and I was hired as a Trainee Surveying Draftsman, a trade I knew nothing about. It turned out that they were right about me; I did have potential. I quickly learned the trade, until I was almost Senior Draftsman with that firm, but the salary was inconsistent, and my boss was constantly under the influence of RUM. After eight years, and a death threat from a drunk boss, I left. I remember praying that God would provide a job that would pay me at least $100,000 (JMD) per month.

Within three weeks, I was hired by another soberer Surveyor, and my first drafting assignment was a leg of Highway 2000. During the interview, he did mention that I could make as much as $100,000 (JMD) per month, and I saw that as a confirmation from God, though it took me many years after that before I saw my first check in that amount. I was really good with computers. Luckily, to avoid me being too idle a couple summers, Mama sent me to do summer computer courses when the operating system Windows was just coming on the market. So, I have always been good with computers, but I didn







	I never resolve that I CANNOT do something, because I am a learning being, which means, I can learn to do everything.

	I am never too old for school, and to learn something new.

	I have never used a lack of money as an excuse not to accomplish or go after my dreams. I learned that desire always precedes finances. The money always comes.

	I have never put any limits on myself, because I serve a God WITHOUT limits. 




	Success is not always about academic excellence. Education is good, and you should do your best to attain it. It may aid in making your journey so much easier, but more is required to become who we are made to become. Many are educated, but can’t get a job, or they are working for a mediocre salary. Get your education, but dig deeper for more.

	It is not always the qualified that are called.

	It’s not a gift to walk in purpose. It is your birthright.

	Your passion can be turned into wealth.










d2d_images/cover.jpg
Q\ T ) 4
hmpowermg Today's Youth Series: Book One

YOUHAVE. P ©
THE POWER

_ TO CREATE ALk
. . YOURWORLD

83l

C. ORVILLE MCLEISH





