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— Dedication —

For every child who has ever been treated unfairly —

and for every friend who chose honesty over pride.
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The Tortoise and the Pigeon

​

The Tortoise and Pigeon were two unlikely friends. They were often seen together, walking along dusty paths, resting under shady trees, and sharing stories while the wind moved softly through the leaves. Pigeon was kind, patient, and gentle, but Tortoise had one bad habit: he loved playing tricks. Some of his tricks made others laugh, but many of them were mean and selfish.

Pigeon rarely complained, even when Tortoise upset him. He believed that kindness was better than anger, so whenever Tortoise played another trick, Pigeon would simply sigh and say to himself, "One day, Tortoise will learn that friendship is not a game."
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Tortoise greets Pigeon in their peaceful African village — the beginning of an adventure.
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​The Journey Begins
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One bright morning, Tortoise waddled to Pigeon's nest with a wide smile on his face. "Good morning, my feathery friend!" he said. "I am going on a long journey to visit my cousins today. Why don't you come with me? It will be fun." Pigeon flapped his wings happily and agreed at once. "I would love to come," he said.

So the two friends set off together. They passed waving grasses, singing birds, and busy ants carrying crumbs much bigger than their heads. After walking for some time, they came to a wide river. The water rushed and sparkled in the sunlight, and Tortoise stopped at the riverbank with a worried look on his face. "Oh dear," he said. "I cannot cross this river by myself."

Pigeon smiled kindly. "Do not worry, my friend. Climb on my back, and I will carry you across." Tortoise climbed carefully onto Pigeon's back and held on tight. Pigeon spread his wings, lifted into the air, and flew over the sparkling river until they landed safely on the other side. "Thank you, Pigeon," said Tortoise. "You are welcome," Pigeon replied, and off they went again.
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Pigeon carries Tortoise safely across the wide, sparkling river.
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​A Feast and a Betrayal
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At last, they arrived at the home of Tortoise's cousins. The cousins were very happy to see him. "Welcome, Tortoise!" they cried. "Come in, come in! We have prepared a feast." Inside the house were sweet fruits, roasted plantains, bean cakes, corn cakes, and steaming yam porridge. The delicious smell floated through the air, and Pigeon's stomach gave a small rumble.

But just before they entered, Tortoise turned to Pigeon and said, "Wait here outside for just a moment. I will call you in soon." Pigeon nodded politely and waited by the door. Inside, Tortoise's cousins looked around and asked, "Where is your friend? Call him in so he can eat with us." Tortoise rubbed his belly and pretended to look serious. "Oh, do not bother," he said. "Pigeon is very shy. He never eats in other people's houses."
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Tortoise arrives at his cousins' home with Pigeon — a warm welcome awaits.

The cousins were surprised, but they believed Tortoise. So Tortoise sat down and began to eat. He ate sweet fruits, roasted plantains, bean cakes, corn cakes, and yam porridge. He ate and ate until his belly was round and full, while poor Pigeon waited outside, tired, hungry, and disappointed. Worst of all, Pigeon had heard everything Tortoise said.

At last, Tortoise came outside, wiping his mouth with a satisfied smile. "Well," he said cheerfully, "let us go." Pigeon looked at him quietly. He did not shout. He did not argue. He only said, "Sure, Tortoise. Let us go."
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Tortoise feasts while Pigeon waits hungrily outside — a moment of selfish betrayal.
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​A Lesson in the Mud
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Soon they reached the river again. Tortoise looked at the rushing water and gave Pigeon his sweetest smile. "My good friend Pigeon," he said, "will you please carry me across again?" Pigeon lowered his back and said, "Climb on." Tortoise climbed on, and Pigeon flew up into the air.

Halfway across the river, Pigeon spoke calmly. "Tortoise, that was not kind." Tortoise shifted nervously on Pigeon's back. "What was not kind?" he asked, though he already knew the answer. "You left me hungry outside while you ate with your cousins," said Pigeon. "A true friend does not trick another friend out of food."

Then Pigeon swooped low over a soft, muddy riverbank full of reeds and gave a gentle shake. Plop! Tortoise slid off and landed safely in the mud. He was not hurt, but he was very surprised, and his shell was covered with brown splashes. "Pigeon!" he cried. Pigeon landed nearby and said, "I did not hurt you. I only wanted you to understand how it feels when a friend is treated badly."

Tortoise frowned and sat in the mud. He wanted to say sorry, but pride closed his mouth. Instead, he only grumbled, "Hmph!" Pigeon shook his head sadly and flew ahead.
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Pigeon drops Tortoise into the mud — a gentle lesson about what it feels like to be treated badly.
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