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Introduction
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Abraham Lincoln was one of the great leaders and thinkers of our time. He served as the 16th President of the United States, led our nation through the American Civil War, succeeded in preserving the Union, abolished slavery, strengthened the federal government and modernized the U.S. economy. He is remembered today as both a martyr and hero of the United States and is often ranked among the very greatest presidents in American history.

Much of his writing, speeches, stories and humor continue to inspire us today, but it is often hard to know where to start when it comes to learning from this great man. In The Abraham Lincoln Book of Quotes, we have taken some of Lincoln’s most loved wisdom and shared them here in short and easy-to-re-member quotations. The language may be simple, but we trust you will find the wisdom of Abraham Lincoln to be as profound today as it was in his time.

Whether you are reading just one quote at a time or enjoying them all in one reading, we hope the wisdom of Abraham Lincoln is as helpful and powerful for you as it has been for us.
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Beginnings


All that I am or ever hope to be, I owe to my angel mother.


[image: ]


You have to do your own growing no matter how tall your grandfather was.


[image: ]


I’m a success today because I had a friend who believed in me and I didn’t have the heart to let him down.


I can remember our life in Kentucky: the cabin, the stinted living, the sale of our possessions, and the journey with my father and mother to southern Indiana. It was pretty pinching times at first in Indiana, getting the cabin built and the clearing for the crops, but presently we got reasonably comfortable, and my father married again…My father had suffered greatly for want of an education, and he determined at an early day that I should be well educated. And what do you think he said his ideas of a good education were? We had an old, dog-eared arithmetic in our house, and father determined that somehow, or somehow else, I should cipher through that book.

—Remark to Illinois lawyer Leonard Swett, Fall 1853


Character



Character is like a tree and reputation like a shadow. The shadow is what we think of it; the tree is the real thing.


[image: ]


Be sure you put your feet in the right place, then stand firm.


[image: ]


I never had a policy; I have just tried to do my very best each and every day.

[image: ]

Tact is the ability to describe others as they see themselves.


[image: ]


The surest way to reveal one’s character is not through adversity but by giving them power.


[image: ]


We should be too big to take offense and too noble to give it.


[image: ]


Whatever you are, be a good one.

[image: ]

America will never be destroyed from the outside. If we falter and lose our freedoms, it will be because we destroyed ourselves.


[image: ]


I walk slowly, but I never walk backward.


[image: ]


You have to do your own growing no matter how tall your grandfather was.


[image: ]


Nearly all men can stand adversity, but if you want to test a man’s character, give him power.

[image: ]

You cannot build character and courage by taking away people’s initiative and independence. You cannot help people permanently by doing for them what they could and should do for themselves.


[image: ]


As the patriots of seventy-six did to the support of the Declaration of Independence, so to the support of the Constitution and Laws, let every American pledge his life, his property, and his sacred honor; let every man remember that to violate the law, is to trample on the blood of his father, and to tear the character of his own, and his children’s liberty.

[image: ]

Commitment is what transforms a promise into a reality…Commitment is the stuff character is made of; the power to change the face of things. It is the daily triumph of integrity over skepticism.


[image: ]


I am not bound to win, but I am bound to be true. I am not bound to succeed, but I am bound to live up to what light I have.


[image: ]


I desire so to conduct the affairs of this administration that if at the end, when I come to lay down the reins of power, I have lost every other friend on earth, I shall at least have one friend left, and that friend shall be down inside of me.

[image: ]

I see in the near future a crisis approaching that unnerves me and causes me to tremble for the safety of my country…corporations have been enthroned and an era of corruption in high places will follow, and the money power of the country will endeavor to prolong its reign by working upon the prejudices of the people until all wealth is aggregated in a few hands and the Republic is destroyed.


[image: ]


It’s not me who can’t keep a secret. It’s the people I tell that can’t.


[image: ]


You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today.

[image: ]

Nations do not die from invasion; they die from internal rottenness.


[image: ]


No man has a good enough memory to be a successful liar.


[image: ]


We the people are the rightful masters of both Congress and the courts, not to overthrow the Constitution but to overthrow the men who pervert the Constitution.


[image: ]


You cannot build character and courage by taking away people’s initiative and independence.

[image: ]

Let every man remember that to violate the law, is to trample on the blood of his father, and to tear the character of his own, and his children’s liberty.


[image: ]


The way for a young man to rise is to improve himself every way he can, never suspecting that anybody wishes to hinder him. Allow me to assure you that suspicion and jealousy never did help any man in any situation. There may sometimes be ungenerous attempts to keep a young man down; and they will succeed too, if he allows his mind to be diverted from its true channel to brood over the attempted injury. Cast about, and see if this feeling has not injured every person you have ever known to fall into it.


Education



Anew book is like a friend that I have yet to meet.


[image: ]


I am slow to learn and slow to forget that which I have learned. My mind is like a piece of steel, very hard to scratch anything on it and almost impossible after you get it there to rub it out.


[image: ]


Books serve to show a man that those original thoughts of his aren’t very new after all.

[image: ]

Books, and your capacity for understanding them, are just the same in all places…Always bear in mind that your own resolution to succeed is more important than any other one thing.


[image: ]


My best friend is a person who will give me a book I have not read.


[image: ]


The things I want to know are in books.

[image: ]

My great concern is not whether you have failed, but whether you are content with your failure.


[image: ]


I am absent altogether too much to be a suitable instructor for a law-student. When a man has reached the age that Mr. Widner has, and has already been doing for himself, my judgment is, that he reads the books for himself without an instructor. That is precisely the way I came to the law.

[image: ]

My father, at the death of his father, was but six years of age; and he grew up, literally without education. He moved from Kentucky to what is now Spencer County, Indiana, in my eighth year. We reached our new home about the time the State came into the
































































References

 [image: imgcbcd99cbe27d]


To learn more about this book, including access to a detailed list of resources for the quotes, speeches and stories referenced in this work, please visit www.travishellstrom.com/ lincoln.
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