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​Intro


We Are Jeff and Doris and Yes We Just Won 14 Million In The Lottery
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August 13th, 2018, was the day that our lives changed forever, both for the good and the bad. That was the date that I woke up to find out we had just won a large sum of money in the lottery, 14 million to be exact. It was the biggest "holy Christmas cracker" moment I've ever had in my life.
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A few days before we won big, I went to my usual spot to buy our lottery tickets. Normally, I only play two sets of regular numbers, but this time, I decided to include a few quick picks to my tickets. It cost me $12, which was a bit more than my usual weekly lottery budget by $4. However, I didn't mind and chose not to inform my wife, who manages our household finances and can be how shall I say this in a nice way, creatively frugal. I decided I won't buy my coffee on my way to work for a few days, and she won't know, or I hope she deaon’t find out.

––––––––
[image: ]


When I arrived home, I placed the tickets on the side of the fridge like I always do. I won't look at them again until I remember to check them after the draw, which can typically be anywhere from several days after the draw, or sometimes I will even wait until the end of the month.
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I would say we are your typical household. Right now, it's just the wife and me living at home. For both of us, this is also our second marriage. We each have one child from previous relationships, and everyone gets along, at least for the most part.
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We've been living in the same house for almost 12 years, and we are more than halfway there to paying off our mortgage and having that burn-the-mortgage papers party that everyone dreams of having.
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We have the usual bills that come with home ownership. In addition to the household expenses. We also have two vehicles and a motorcycle. One of the vehicles is fully paid for, while the second vehicle should be paid for in approximately eight more months. The motorcycle is another story. It's a newer purchase with about 4 1/2 years left before that is also paid off. If things keep on going as they are right now. We should be, in theory, completely debt-free in 10 years.
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Our kids are both in their early 20s and have decided to continue their education and live away from home semi-independently. They share the same apartment while they attend their studies. Both girls are working part-time to help pay the bills and give them some spending money. We pay for the apartment rent and half of the tuition for each girl. The remainder of their expenses, they pay themselves as well as their entertainment.

––––––––
[image: ]


We both feel this is a fair arrangement, as it teaches the kids the value of money and that if you want something in life, you have to work for it. You also get what you work for. Here is something the kids don't know. We have also been setting aside a small amount each month for both of them for when they graduate. We hope to have enough funds to pay off any education debts that they might have acquired. If they are debt-free, the funds can help them become established in life, such as a downpayment for a house. 
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Though it won't be much compared to the big picture in life, at least it will be something. That's what my parents did with me. I'm embarrassed to say I went through my after-graduation funds in under four months and I can't remember what I did. I was told I did have a lot of fun though. I will make sure that the kids don't make the same mistake that I make, being young and foolish, but you never know, and the big question when the time comes is, will they listen?
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Our household income would definitely fall into the middle-class range with $75,000 coming into our household. I'm an operator at a local machine shop, and my wife Doris is a shift manager at MacDonald's. Between our combined incomes, we manage to make ends meet, and sometimes there's a little left over.
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Our lifestyle isn't much. I wouldn't even really call it a lifestyle. Most of our time is spent working, and other than work, we don't typically do much. When we have the time, we enjoy cruising on the bike once or twice a week when our schedules allow. We do like to vacation. We try to get away, usually for two weeks at an all-inclusive somewhere in the winter months. That's if our vacation schedules coincide for that length of time.
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As far as our finances go, as I mentioned, we have almost surpassed the halfway mark on our mortgage. Our home does need a bit of work, mostly updating, as we haven't done anything to the property since we bought it 12 years ago. We do have a bit when it comes to our savings and investments. In total, I think it would be just under $10,000. That's not including the funds we have set aside for the kids. I know this amount is considerably low compared to where we should be at this stage of our lives. I'm 46, and Doris is 44. But with both of us entering our relationship after a divorce and having to start over in life, as well as raising kids will do that to you. At least it did for both of us.
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​WTF - Is This For Real, I’m A Wiener
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When I woke up the night after the lottery draw, where our numbers had come up as the only winners. Checking the tickets wasn't a priority as it usually isn't in our household. There have been many times when I have taken a month's worth of ticket purchases down to the store to get checked. 
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That particular morning. We enjoyed our typical early morning routine together, consisting of a light breakfast and coffee before we headed to work.
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My day at work was typical. It wasn't until we took our lunch break that word started going around the shop about last night's lottery. At work, we had a lottery pool where everyone contributed a couple of dollars each week, to the draws. When the organizer of the lottery pool left during their lunch break to check the tickets. When he returned to the shop, he informed us that someone from our small town (population of 2500) was the sole winner of the jackpot of 14 million, and he was sad to say that our lottery pool wasn't the winner. For some reason, I still never thought anything of it, and In all honesty, I only had one coffee that morning when I typically would have two.
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When I arrived home shortly after 4 p.m. Doris was already in the kitchen starting to prepare the dinner. The rest of our evening was relatively quiet. We watched TV and went to bed that night without checking our tickets.
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The next day at work. The shop floor was buzzing about the lottery. The lottery corporation had officially announced the winning ticket had indeed been purchased, by someone in our town. The press release even mentioned the store where the ticket was sold. It happened to be the location where I always buy my tickets.
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After hearing the exact location of the ticket purchase. I still didn't think much of it. It was another one mug of coffee morning instead of my usual 2. I remember just thinking, good for Chey, the store owner. He should be getting a nice commission from the lottery corporation for being the retailer who sold the ticket. Chey was a nice guy and deserved it, as I talk to him everytime I’m in his store.
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I had arrived home just before Doris this time. We have a rule in our household. Whoever gets home first makes dinner, and the other gets stuck with the cleanup. Most evenings. I'm doing the dishes, even if I prepare dinner. I haven't figured that one out yet. I know many couples have the saying, happy wife, happy life, But in our household, we say happy spouse, happy house.
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I took a look in the fridge. Nothing had been taken out to defrost for dinner. This does happen sometimes in our household. When this problem arises, we usually wait for the other to come home. Then we discuss where we want to go for dinner.
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We decided to visit our usual place. It's a diner
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