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Preface

In a world where cultures and traditions are as varied as the colors of a rainbow, Eid with My Christian Friends aims to remind us of the beauty that comes from embracing our differences and celebrating our similarities. 

This book is a journey of friendship, laughter, and shared experiences between two children from different backgrounds. Asad, a young boy, invites his Christian friends, Amara and Tomas, to join in his family’s Eid celebration, a tradition filled with love, gratitude, and joy. Through their eyes, young readers will discover the richness of cultural exchange, the joy of understanding one another, and the importance of inclusivity. 

The story invites children to reflect on their own traditions while encouraging them to see the world through the eyes of others. This book is more than just a story; it's a celebration of kindness, respect, and the bonds that unite us all.
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Chapter 1: Asad’s Exciting News
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Asad jumped out of bed, his heart racing with excitement. The sun was shining brightly through the window, and he could already feel that today was going to be special. It was the beginning of Ramadan, and Asad knew that the grand celebration of Eid was just around the corner. His family had been preparing for this day for weeks, and he couldn't wait for it to finally arrive.

“Eid is going to be amazing this year,” Asad whispered to himself, bouncing on his toes as he brushed his teeth. His mother always told him that Eid was a time for joy, togetherness, and helping others, but this year, Asad had something else in mind—he wanted to share the magic of Eid with his Christian friends, Amara and Tomas.

Asad had been friends with Amara and Tomas for as long as he could remember. They were always together at school, playing games, studying, and sharing stories. But there was one thing that made their friendship different from others: Amara and Tomas didn’t celebrate Eid. They celebrated Christmas and Easter, with their own special traditions, but Eid was a holiday that Asad’s family observed, and he had always felt so proud to be a part of it.

This year, however, something felt different. Asad’s heart was filled with a sense of purpose, as if there was something important he needed to do. He had learned about other cultures and traditions in school and had always been fascinated by the ways different people celebrated their holidays. But now, he wanted to bring that same excitement to his friends. He wanted them to experience the joy, love, and togetherness that Eid brought to his own family.

As he ate his breakfast, he couldn’t stop thinking about the idea of inviting Amara and Tomas to celebrate Eid with him. His mother, who was always warm and welcoming, would surely love the idea. And his father—well, he loved meeting new people and sharing the beauty of their traditions. The more Asad thought about it, the more excited he became.

“Mom! Dad!” he called out, running to the kitchen, where his parents were busy preparing breakfast. “I have an idea! I want to invite Amara and Tomas to join us for Eid this year! What do you think?”

His mother looked up from the stove, her face lighting up with a warm smile. “That’s a wonderful idea, Asad! Eid is a time for sharing, and I’m sure Amara and Tomas will enjoy the celebration. It will be a beautiful way to show them the importance of kindness, giving, and family.”

Asad’s father, who had been reading the newspaper, looked over his glasses and nodded. “Eid is not just about the food and presents, my son. It’s about understanding and connecting with others. We should always welcome our friends, no matter what their background is. Sharing our traditions with them will make the celebration even more meaningful.”

Asad beamed with happiness. “Thanks, Mom! Thanks, Dad! I’m going to make invitations right now!”

He ran to his room, grabbed some colorful paper, markers, and glitter, and began designing the most creative invitations he could think of. He wanted Amara and Tomas to feel as excited as he did. The invitations had to reflect the joy and energy of Eid, so he added drawings of crescent moons, lanterns, and stars—symbols of the holiday—and wrote a cheerful message inviting his friends to join him and his family for the celebration.

As he worked, Asad thought about how he would explain Eid to his friends. He wanted them to understand the significance of the holiday: the fasting, the charity, the prayer, and the time spent with family. But he didn’t want to overwhelm them with too much information. Instead, he hoped they would feel the warmth of the celebration and learn through the experience itself.

“Perfect!” Asad said, admiring his handiwork. The invitations looked bright and festive, and he couldn’t wait to give them to Amara and Tomas. He carefully folded each one and placed them in colorful envelopes.

When school let out that day, Asad raced to find his friends. He spotted Amara first, sitting on a bench near the playground, reading a book. Her curly hair was tied up in a ponytail, and she looked up with a smile when she saw Asad running toward her.

“Hey, Amara!” Asad said, holding out the invitation. “I’ve got something for you!”

Amara’s eyes widened as she took the envelope. “What’s this?”

Asad grinned. “It’s an invitation to celebrate Eid with me and my family! I’d love for you to join us!”

Amara blinked in surprise. “Eid? What’s that?”

Asad’s face lit up. “It’s a special holiday where we celebrate the end of Ramadan, and it’s all about kindness, giving, and spending time with family. My family celebrates it every year, and I want you to be a part of it this time.”

Amara looked thoughtful. “That sounds amazing, Asad. But I don’t really know anything about it. Is it like Christmas?”

“Sort of!” Asad said, excited to explain. “We don’t have a Christmas tree, but we do have special prayers, yummy food, and lots of fun activities. It’s a time when we all come together to help those in need and make sure everyone feels happy and included.”

Amara smiled. “Wow, that sounds really cool. I’d love to come and learn more about it!”

“Great!” Asad said, feeling even more excited. “I’ll tell Tomas, too. He’s going to love it!”

Asad found Tomas a few minutes later, sitting with his soccer ball under a tree. Tomas was a little more reserved than Amara, but he had a kind heart and was always curious about learning new things. When Asad gave him the invitation, Tomas looked at it with raised eyebrows.

“Eid? What’s that?” Tomas asked, tilting his head.

“It’s a holiday that my family celebrates,” Asad explained. “It’s like a big, joyful celebration, and I want you to join us this year. It’s all about being together, helping others, and showing kindness.”

Tomas thought for a moment. “That sounds interesting. I don’t really know much about it, but I’d like to learn. I’ll come!”

Asad grinned. “Awesome! It’s going to be so much fun! You’ll see!”

The next few days were a blur of excitement as Asad, his parents, Amara, and Tomas all worked together to prepare for the big celebration. Asad couldn’t wait for them to experience everything about Eid—the prayers, the food, the games, and most of all, the feeling of togetherness.
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Chapter 2: The Invitation
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Asad couldn’t believe how quickly time was flying by. It felt like only yesterday he had been celebrating the beginning of Ramadan, and now, the countdown to Eid had begun. He was so eager to show his friends, Amara and Tomas, all the joy and excitement that came with the holiday. It wasn’t just about the food or the fun activities, though those were important. For Asad, Eid was a time for togetherness, kindness, and community, and he wanted his friends to experience that feeling firsthand.

The morning after he had given Amara and Tomas their invitations, Asad woke up with an idea. He wanted to make sure the invitations didn’t just say “Come to Eid,” but also gave his friends a glimpse of what the holiday was all about. As he sat at the kitchen table, eating his breakfast, he thought hard about how to make the invitations extra special. His mind buzzed with excitement. What if he could add a little something extra? Something that would help his friends understand the spirit of Eid even more?

His mother, Mrs. Zainab, walked into the room carrying a plate of warm parathas, a traditional flatbread they often ate during Ramadan. Asad’s eyes lit up when he saw her, and he wasted no time in sharing his thoughts.

“Mom, I have an idea,” Asad said, his voice full of enthusiasm. “What if, when I give Amara and Tomas the invitations, I also explain some of the things about Eid? I can tell them about the fasts we do, the charity we give, and why Eid is so important to our family. That way, they’ll understand better what to expect and why we celebrate.”

Mrs. Zainab smiled warmly and sat down beside him. “That’s a wonderful idea, Asad! You’ve always been thoughtful, and I think Amara and Tomas will really appreciate hearing about the deeper meanings of Eid. It’s not just about the festivities—it’s about reflecting, learning, and helping others. I’m sure they’ll be curious, and you’re the perfect person to explain it to them.”

Asad beamed with pride. His mother always knew how to make him feel confident and encouraged. He immediately got up and ran to his room, grabbing the colorful invitations he had made the day before. Each one was decorated with stars, moons, and vibrant patterns that made it look festive and exciting. But he wasn’t just going to give them the invitations and be done with it. No, he was going to make sure his friends knew how meaningful the celebration was.

He first decided to visit Amara’s house. Her family lived just a few streets away, and it didn’t take long for Asad to arrive at her door. He rang the bell and waited, tapping his foot impatiently. When Amara’s mom, Mrs. Rahman, opened the door, Asad gave her a polite smile.

“Good morning, Mrs. Rahman!” he greeted her
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