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​About the Author: Jackie Bolen
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I taught English in South Korea for 10 years to mostly university students. I've taught every class under the sun! These days, I'm living and teaching on Vancouver Island, Canada.

I hold a Masters degree and I've completed the CELTA and DELTA teacher certification programs. You can find me here:

YouTube: www.youtube.com/c/jackiebolen

Instagram: www.instagram.com/jackie.bolen

Email: jb.business.online@gmail.com

ESL Speaking: www.eslspeaking.org

You might also be interested in these resources: Climate Change Dialogues in Intermediate English and The Big Book of Phrasal Verbs in Use. Both of them are by Jackie Bolen. You can find them wherever you like to buy books. 
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​Introduction to the Book 
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Welcome to this book designed to help you expand your knowledge and understanding of World War II. This book is written for intermediate English learners. My goal is to help you speak and write more fluently. Plus, be able to understand more of what you hear and read. 

Let's face it, English can be difficult to master, even for the best students. In this book, you'll find English dialogues, vocabulary words and phrases that are ideal for intermediate level students. The best way to learn new vocabulary is in context.To get the most bang for your buck, be sure to do the following: 


−  Review frequently.

−  Try to use some of the phrases and expressions in real life. 

−  Don't be nervous about making mistakes. That's how you'll get better at English!

−  Consider studying with a friend so you can help each other stay motivated. 

−  Use a notebook and write down new words, idioms, or expressions, that you run across. Review frequently so that they stay fresh in your mind. 

−  Be sure to answer the questions at the end of each lesson. I recommend trying to do this from memory. No peeking!

−  I recommend doing one lesson a day. This will be more beneficial than finishing the entire book in a week or two. 
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​The Causes of World War II
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Anna: Do you know what caused World War II?

Jake: One big cause was the Treaty of Versailles. It made Germany pay a lot of money and lose land after World War I.

Anna: So Germany was unhappy about that?

Jake: Exactly. Then, there was the rise of dictators like Hitler in Germany and Mussolini in Italy. They wanted more power and land.

Anna: Did the world try to stop them?

Jake: Not at first. Many countries followed a policy of appeasement, which means they let Germany take land to avoid war.

Anna: But that didn’t work, right?

Jake: No. Hitler invaded Poland in 1939, and that’s when Britain and France declared war. That was the official beginning of World War II.

Vocabulary

Treaty of Versailles: An agreement after World War I that punished Germany with land loss and payments. 

dictator: A leader with complete control over a country. 

appeasement: A policy of giving in to demands to avoid conflict. 

invade: To enter another country by force. 

Comprehension Questions 

	What were two major causes of World War II mentioned?

	How did many countries try to avoid war with Germany before World War II started?

	When did Britain and France declare war on Germany, and why? 


Answers

	The Treaty of Versailles and the rise of dictators like Hitler and Mussolini.

	By following a policy of appeasement, allowing Germany to take land.

	They declared war in 1939 after Hitler invaded Poland. 


Discussion Questions

	Do you think the policy of appeasement was a good idea? 

	How do you think the world should have responded to the rise of dictators like Hitler and Mussolini?

	What do you think could have been done differently after World War I to prevent World War II? 
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​The Rise of Adolf Hitler and Nazi Germany
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David: I was reading about World War II. How did Hitler come to power in Germany?

Lisa: After World War I, Germany was struggling. The economy was bad, and people were unhappy with the government.

David: What kind of government did they have?

Lisa: They had a democracy, but many people lost trust in it. Nazi leaders, including Hitler, promised to make Germany strong again.

David: So people supported him because they were desperate?

Lisa: Yes. He became chancellor in 1933 and soon took total control. He used propaganda and fear to gain power.

David: And then he started World War II?

Lisa: Yes. He built a strong military and invaded other countries. 

Vocabulary

Hitler: The leader of Nazi Germany from 1933 to 1945. 

government: The system that controls a country.

Nazi: A political group led by Hitler that ruled Germany during World War II. 

chancellor: The head of the German government. 

propaganda: Information used to influence people’s opinions. 

Comprehension Questions 

	Why were many people in Germany unhappy with their government after World War I?

	How did Hitler gain power in Germany?

	What did Hitler do after becoming chancellor? 


Answers

	Because the economy was bad.

	By promising to make Germany strong and using propaganda and fear.

	Hitler took total control, built a strong military, and invaded other countries. 


Discussion Questions 

	Why do you think people supported Hitler despite his extreme ideas?

	How can propaganda influence the way people think and act? 

	What are some ways to prevent leaders from gaining too much power? 
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​The Role of Propaganda
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Sarah: Have you heard about the propaganda used during World War II?

Tom: The governments used posters and films to encourage people to support the war effort.

Sarah: Right, especially in countries like Germany, the U.S., and Britain. They wanted to keep people's spirits high and get them to work harder for the war. What do you think about the way they used media for that?

Tom: The media spread messages quickly, and the images were strong enough to make people feel patriotic or scared.

Sarah: There were posters of strong soldiers and families working together. They also showed enemies as evil. Does propaganda still exist?

Tom: Yes, in a way. Modern advertising and political messages still use some of the same techniques to influence people.

Vocabulary

posters: Large printed pictures or advertisements.

media: The means of communication, like newspapers, TV, and the internet.

images: Pictures or visual representations used to communicate ideas.

influence: The ability to have an effect on the way someone thinks or acts.

Comprehension Questions

	What was the main purpose of propaganda during World War II?

	How did the media help spread propaganda during the war? 

	Do you think propaganda still exists today? Give an example. 


Answers

	To encourage people to support the war effort and keep their spirits high.

	By using posters, films, and other forms of communication to share messages quickly and effectively.

	Many answers are possible. 


Discussion Questions 

	How do you think propaganda affects people's opinions and beliefs during times of war or conflict?

	In what ways can propaganda be both helpful and harmful to society? 

	Are you someone who is influenced easily by advertising campaigns?
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​The Invasion of Poland
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Anna: Have you ever studied the invasion of Poland in 1939?
David: Yes, it was one of the key events that led to the start of World War II. The German army attacked Poland, and that’s when the war began.
Anna: It’s hard to imagine what it must have been like. The military forces were so strong, and Poland was not prepared for such an attack.
David: Poland tried to defend itself, but it was quickly overwhelmed. The allies later declared war on Germany because of this invasion.
Anna: After that, many countries were forced to choose sides.

Vocabulary

invasion: An attack or forceful entry into a country or area. 

military: The armed forces of a country, including the army, navy, and air force.

Allies: A group of countries that joined together to fight against a common enemy, especially in World War II.

declare: To announce something formally or publicly. 
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Comprehension Questions 

	What event marked the start of World War II?

	How did Poland respond to the German invasion?

	Who declared war on Germany after the invasion of Poland? 


Answers

	The invasion of Poland marked the start of World War II.

	Poland tried to defend itself but was overwhelmed quickly.

	The Allies declared after the invasion of Poland. 


Discussion Questions

	How do you think the invasion of Poland could have been prevented?

	What impact do you think the start of World War II had on civilians living in Poland at the time? 

	Do you believe the actions of other countries during the early stages of the war influenced its outcome? How? 
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​The Battle of Britain

[image: ]


John: Have you ever heard about the Battle of Britain? It was a major event during World War II.

Sarah: Yes, I know a little. It took place in 1940, right? The German Luftwaffe bombed Britain, but the British Royal Air Force fought back.

John: The battle was important because it prevented Germany from invading Britain. If they had won, the war could have gone differently.

Sarah: The significance of the battle is huge. It was the first major defeat for Hitler's forces.

John: And it showed that the German army could be stopped. The battle also helped boost British morale, which was crucial for the rest of the war.

Vocabulary

Luftwaffe: The German Air Force during World War II. 

Royal Air Force: The air force of the United Kingdom.

morale: The spirit, confidence, and enthusiasm of a group or individual. 

Comprehension Questions

	What started the Battle of Britain? 

	Which two forces fought in the Battle of Britain? 

	How did the Battle of Britain affect British morale? 


Answers

	The German air force bombing Britain.

	Germany and the United Kingdom.

	It boosted morale.


Discussion Questions 

	Why do you think the Battle of Britain was such a turning point? 

	How do you think modern technology and military strategies would have changed the outcome of the Battle of Britain if it had happened today? 

	What role do you think the Battle of Britain played in strengthening the relationship between Britain and the United States during the war? 
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​The Attack on Pearl Harbor
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Tom: Have you heard about the attack on Pearl Harbor during World War II?

Sophie: The Japanese bombed the U.S. naval base in Hawaii on December 7, 1941.

Tom: That attack led to the United States entering the war, right?

Sophie: Exactly. Before that, the U.S. was neutral. But after the bombing, President Franklin D. Roosevelt declared war on Japan the next day.

Tom: I can’t imagine how shocking it must have been.

Sophie: The attack caused a lot of damage to the fleet and many casualties. It also led to the U.S. joining the Allies in fighting against the Axis powers.

Tom: Soon after, Germany and Italy declared war on the U.S.

Vocabulary

attack: An act of violence or aggression aimed at harming someone or something. 

bombed: To drop bombs on a target in order to destroy or damage it. 

damage: Harm or injury caused to something.

casualties: People who are killed, wounded, or affected by an event.

Comprehension Questions

	What event led to the United States entering World War II?

	How did the U.S. respond to the attack on Pearl Harbor? 

	What were the consequences of the attack on Pearl Harbor for the American military? 


Answers

	The attack on Pearl Harbor.

	The U.S. declared war on Japan the day after the attack. 

	The attack caused significant damage to the U.S. fleet and resulted in many casualties. 


Discussion Questions 

	How do you think the attack on Pearl Harbor changed public opinion about the war in the United States?

	Do you believe the United States was right to enter World War II after the attack on Pearl Harbor?

	What do you think the long-term effects of the attack on Pearl Harbor were on U.S.-Japan relations? 
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