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WRITE-ON PAGES


Any references to 'writing in this book' refer to the original printed version.

Readers should write on a separate piece of paper in these instances.




[image: les QUIZÉRABLES: the showstopping musical trivia book. By Hannah Lowther. Published by Penguin Random House]



For all the annoying theatre kids
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I can’t quite believe I’m writing this, but HELLO and welcome to my musical theatre quiz book – I mean, it’s yours now, but my name is on the front!

If you already know who I am, you’ll know that I’m freaking out about this book – keeping my cool is simply not an option! But if you’re new here and have no idea who the excited person behind this stagey book is, let me introduce myself: I’m Hannah Lowther, a musical theatre performer, content creator and, obviously, a fan before anything else. I’ve loved theatre for as long as I can remember, from dance classes I took growing up in London to the West End stage where I now perform. Theatre has been a constant in my life, but the journey to where I am today had a fair few twists and turns along the way – but hey, as they say in Into the Woods, the path is never straight!

My start in the wonderful world of musical theatre was at the age of four, when my mum realised I was a *drama queen* and signed me up for classes at my local dance school. I loved dancing, I loved the cute outfits and I LOVED being in front of an audience. After lots of fun amateur shows (you know the classic kids’ shows like Annie, Oliver!, etc.), I was proving to be quite the little entertainer. It was then my family started to think, WAIT … is she …good?! I went on to make my West End debut in The Sound of Music at the grand old age of 10, which I’ll explain a bit more about later in the book.

One of the main things I remember from my time in that show was looking at all of the ‘adults’ performing and thinking, WOW, this is your job? I didn’t even know that was possible and it was from that moment that I knew musical theatre was what I wanted to do, no matter what. I went on to train in performing arts professionally for four years at Italia Conti and the London School of Musical Theatre. I worked hard on my training and put all my energy into being as prepared as possible for the industry. After I graduated in 2019, I performed in a pantomime that Christmas and then … pause for dramatic effect … a GLOBAL PANDEMIC struck. The theatres closed, auditions stopped and my dream of making this my job was getting smaller and smaller every day! But then I got a job at my nearby supermarket (#Tesco4eva) and my life took a completely unexpected turn. It was 2020 and I was sorely missing the theatrical joy I was so used to being around, so I started making videos. I didn’t think I was doing anything crazy at the time – just trying to make relatable theatre content for people that were also finding things hard. Surprisingly, the videos did better than I ever expected and national news channels were covering my story – it was MAD. So I locked in and continued creating, determined that this was going to help me succeed in the industry and wasn’t going to be my 15 minutes of fame.

I have no shame in saying that a hero in the shape of the TikTok logo flew in and saved the day/my career. Obviously, I’ve trained and worked very hard, but building my online platform has allowed me to open so many doors, get into so many rooms and, ultimately, has led to me working in the industry today. My first job post-pandemic was Heathers, a bucket-list show that taught me so much and led me on to other shows, such as The SpongeBob Musical, Six and, hopefully, many more in the future. 

Although I’m lucky enough to work in the theatre, as I said before, I’m a fan first! I remember seeing Wicked for the first time when I was nine, wanting to know every single little detail about the show and all of the performers in it. One of the things that I love so much about creating content and sharing my journey is that I could be sharing theatrical joy with people anywhere in the world, giving them an insight into this crazy (and sometimes unknown) industry. Maybe I’m even introducing people to the world of theatre for the very first time and inspiring them to follow their dreams too. At this point, I’m picturing a machine that’s churning out theatre lovers on a conveyor belt in full show merch with Sharpies and programmes in hand, all belting ‘Defying Gravity’. 

Theatre really is open to everyone and gives space to tell such important stories, often in ways that are more relatable to people than traditional teaching methods. I was that kid at school that found it so much easier to learn things if it was a song or a script. I even wrote my own song for learning the periodic table. You might think that doing things like that at school would have resulted in me being bullied, but another thing I love about theatre is that theatre kids stick together. Once you’ve found your people – the ones that really get how important it is to know every single word of the Hamilton soundtrack – then you know you’re in a safe zone. The sense of community I’ve always felt with this industry, as a fan and a performer, is remarkable. Don’t you just think it’s magical that a group of strangers can all be together in a room, experiencing live theatre, no matter their backgrounds, gender identity, race or religion? Whether it’s your first, fiftieth or whatever show, the buzz in that room when the lights go down and the show begins is, surely, one of the reasons we all find musical theatre so addictive. I say ‘we’ because I’m assuming, if you’re holding this quiz book, that you might be into musicals too. Maybe a little bit, maybe a lot … maybe far away, or maybe real nearby … sorry, I had to! Even if you don’t know anything about musicals (not judging, I promise), hopefully this book will teach you a thing or two. I certainly learnt a lot putting it together! 

Here’s how it’s going to work.

The book will start with three levels of questions for 40 different musicals, traced back from 1943 to present day. There are obviously more than 40 musicals in the world, but if I were to include them all, you’d be reading this book for the next 100 years (and probably wouldn’t have time to go and watch any musicals!). So, I’ve chosen a range of shows from classics and cult favourites to, honestly, some that are just my personal faves. After that, we will go on to other theatre-themed categories: think anagrams, multiple choice, picture games and more. 

This book is just how I aim to be in every audition: flexible, versatile and full of surprises. Whether you are sitting down by yourself and getting stuck in or gathering some stagey friends to play together, I hope this book serves you well and tests even the best of theatre-loving brains. 

That’s enough yapping from me … enjoy your ‘trivia of the day’ and keep spreading all that good stagey joy!

All answers can be found from page 286 onward.
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So, starting back in 1943, we have Oklahoma! Many revivals have followed, but the original Broadway production was such a hit that it became the first ever musical to be recorded in full by the original cast. With themes of love, rivalry and cowboys, this show is a beloved classic. And Ado Annie’s song ‘I Cain’t Say No’ still sits strong and proud in my repertoire for auditions.

EASY


	Oklahoma! is the first musical written by which legendary duo? 


	Curly’s car is a ‘Surrey with the __________ on Top’?


	Who are Laurey’s two rival suitors?


	Who sells Laurey the ‘magic potion’ that leads to the extended ‘dream ballet’?


	How does Aunt Eller end the fight at the square dance?






To celebrate the show’s 50th anniversary in 1993, the US Postal Service issued a stamp featuring a scene from the show. It cost 29 cents.

TRIVIA




THE SONGS


	Which song opens Oklahoma!?


	In ‘Many A New Day’, Laurey claims to have never chased what insect? 


	In ‘I Cain’t Say No’, Ado Annie is in a terrible what?


	What is the first one of Laurey’s ‘practical list of don’ts’ in ‘People Will Say We’re in Love’?


	In the title track, where does the ‘wind come sweepin’’? 






Oklahoma! was originally named Away We Go!, but the audience reaction at the out-of-town tryout shows to the song ‘Oklahoma!’ convinced the writers to restage that number and retitle the show.

TRIVIA




SUPERFAN


	Oklahoma! is based on a play by Lynn Riggs. What is the name of the play?


	Who played Ado Annie when the Olivier Award-winning West End revival transferred from the Young Vic to the West End in 2023?


	What is the name of the photo-viewing device (which secretly contains a knife) that Will brings back from Kansas?


	How much does Will Parker win at the Kansas City Fair (so that he can marry Ado Annie)?


	Which future cast member of X-Men (2000) was lauded for his portrayal of Curly in the 1998 West End revival of Oklahoma!? 
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In 1943, a recording of a selection of songs from the show was released (on six 10” 78 rpm discs). This was the first ever ‘cast recording’!

TRIVIA
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This beloved Broadway classic won five Tony awards in 1951, which is a testament to its popularity and box office success. Guys and Dolls continues to wow audiences on all levels, being a popular show for amateur and school productions, as well as reimagined versions. The 2023–25 immersive revival at The Bridge Theatre in London received six Olivier Award nominations. If you’re feeling lucky, give these questions a try …

EASY


	What is the US setting for Guys and Dolls? 


	How much is Nathan and Sky’s bet worth? 


	What is the name of Nathan’s fiancée of 14 years? 


	What is the name of the illegal dice game that features heavily in Guys and Dolls? 


	Which crooner played Nathan Detroit in the 1955 movie version? 
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THE SONGS


	In which song does Sky ask to keep the ‘party polite’? 


	Which city in Cuba does Sky take Sarah Brown to? 


	In ‘If I Were a Bell’, what subject does Sarah say she is having a lesson on? 


	Which theatre is mentioned in the title song ‘Guys and Dolls’? 


	In which song does Nicely-Nicely sing of the dream that led to him relinquishing gambling? 




SUPERFAN


	Which British actor debuted the role of Nathan Detroit in Nicholas Hytner’s 2023 revival of Guys and Dolls at The Bridge Theatre, London? 


	Guys and Dolls is based on the writing of which American short-story author? 


	What is Sky’s real first name? 


	Who is the leader of the Save-a-Soul Mission? 


	What is the name of the nightclub where ‘A Bushel and a Peck’ is performed? 






The creative team behind Guys and Dolls were so convinced that actor Sam Levene was perfect for the role of Nathan Detroit that they wrote the part to have only one major song (‘Sue Me’) – and it was written to suit the actor.

TRIVIA






Some of the most well-loved songs from the show were cut for the movie version, but can be heard as background music, including: ‘I’ve Never Been in Love Before’, ‘My Time of Day’ and ‘A Bushel and a Peck’.

TRIVIA
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