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Max has been my best friend for as long as I can remember. For the last couple of months, I’ve been living with Max and his parents, and today they have gone into town to stock up on food supplies and firewood as a severe storm has been forecast. But while they’ve been gone the snowstorm has arrived, covering the fields and roads that lead to their remote home in a thick blanket of white, leaving just me and my best friend, Max, alone. His father has called Max to say that he and his mother won’t be able to make it home until the storm has passed so they’ve booked a hotel room in town. My mother, who moved abroad a couple of months ago, has called me after hearing about the storm on the news. My mom and Max’s parents have been good friends for years and that’s why my mother was happy to let me move in with Max’s parents while she took up a new job in another country, but I didn’t answer the phone. She only wants to fuss in her usual overprotective way, when really, she doesn’t need to. I turned twenty a month back, so I know how to take care of myself. And besides, I’m sure, Max who is twenty-four, can take good care of me. Max is over six feet tall, bristling with muscle and is a semi-professional boxer. I couldn
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