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  INTRODUCTION


  PROJECTS


  Brick pattern curtain


  Nine-patch beanbag


  Giant rainbow star quilt


  Rail fence owl hanging


  Dresden plate tea cosy


  Hexagon picnic blanket


  Broken dishes floor cushion


  Pinwheels tote bag


  Log cabin cushion


  Clamshell iPad sleeve


  Mini hexies apron


  Snail’s trail quilt


  Seminole diamond camera case


  Foundation-pieced laundry bag


  Drunkard’s path flower placemats


  TECHNIQUES


  Tools and materials


  Basic techniques


  Piecing with strips


  Piecing with squares and triangles


  Mosaic pattern piecing


  Star pattern piecing


  Piecing with curves


  Appliqué techniques


  Making a patchwork quilt


  TEMPLATES


  INDEX


  Get piecing!


  When I think patchwork, I think of my auntie. Her craft room is a thing to behold – all colour-coordinating baskets of rainbow fabrics, buttons, beads and threads. She makes such beautiful quilted bags and cushions, and whenever I visit she still lets me choose one to keep.


  The texture, intricacy and work that goes in to this work are all so appealing to the senses. Choosing your fabrics is a complete joy, and the pride you feel when your work is complete? So, so good!


  Whatever your level of skill with this time-honoured craft, we have it covered here. With techniques and plenty of beautiful modern projects to try it’s all you need to get cracking and start your own stitching journey.


  [image: Illustration]


  Lara Watson


  Editor, Mollie Makes


  
    note


    Measurements are given in metric and imperial: choose one or the other and stick to it for each project or technique – do not be tempted to mix and match.

  


  [image: Illustration]


  
    
      	
        [image: Illustration]

      

      	
        This unlined curtain panel is a perfect way to hide the clutter on open shelving and it is hung by threading a curtain wire through the channel at the top. It is a great project for using up your favourite fabric scraps and the brick pattern piecing will look just as good in solids as it does in prints.

      
    

  


  MATERIALS


  One piece of gingham cotton fabric 82 x 22cm (32⅛ x 8⅝in) for top panel


  21 pieces of cotton fabric each 22 x 14cm (8⅝ x 5½in) for the full bricks


  Six pieces of cotton fabric each 12 x 14cm (4¾ x 5½in) for the half bricks


  Sticky notes


  White sewing thread


  Pinking shears (optional)


  Curtain wire for hanging


  SIZE


  88 x 77cm (34½ x 30¼in)


  FEATURED TECHNIQUES


  •Making templates


  •Machine piecing


  •For more on brick piecing and variations tap here


  BEFORE YOU BEGIN


  The curtain was made with a finished size to hang from a kitchen worktop to hide a standard-size appliance, and you may need to adjust the size to fit your appliance. To make a pair of curtains to hang in a window, line the back with a plain fabric.


  Prewash and press fabrics before use as necessary: this is particularly important if you are using vintage fabrics as these may have dyes that run when washed.


  To cut out your fabrics, you can make a full brick template measuring 22 x 14cm (8⅝ x 5½in) and a half brick template measuring 12 x 14cm (4¾ x 5½in) from template plastic. (These template sizes include seam allowances.)


  When piecing the patchwork, pin and stitch together with right sides facing. All seams are 1cm (⅜in) unless otherwise stated.
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        Patchwork Story


        One day when I was folding up some fabrics to store away, I noticed how sweet they looked together and thought I’d like to make them into a patchwork. It had to be a quick project that wouldn’t use much fabric, so I made this little curtain to hang in the kitchen. It covers up our washing machine and is so bright and cheerful that it makes doing the laundry a much happier job. Jane Hughes
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  METHOD


  {01} Lay out your fabric pieces


  Following the patchwork piecing diagram, lay out your fabric pieces, arranging them so that no two pieces of the same fabric are next to each other: start with a row of solid brick pieces; the second row will be offset, so start and end this row with a half brick piece. Continue the rows to complete the brick pattern layout. It is a good idea to take a quick photograph of your fabric layout at this stage for future reference if needed. Place a sticky note on the first (left-hand) piece of each horizontal row and number 1 to 6. Gather up the first row in order so that the numbered fabric piece is on top, and pin together. Gather up each row in turn to give you six piles of fabric.


  {02} Piece the brick pattern panel


  Begin sewing the first row of fabric pieces together, then continue to sew the pieces in each row in turn to give you six horizontal rows, pressing all seams to one side as you go. Sew each row together in order (use your number stickers to remind you, then remove).


  {03} Add the top panel to the patchwork panel


  Align the top panel to the top edge of the patchwork panel with right sides facing and stitch together; press the seam open.


  {04} Finish the curtain


  To hem the sides and bottom of the curtain, fold over the edges twice, then press and stitch 5mm (¼in) from the edge. To hem the top and make a channel for the curtain wire, fold over 3cm (1⅛in), then fold over another 3cm (1⅛in); pin, then stitch, leaving each end open. (The channel depth can be adjusted to fit the overall length required, but do check that you can thread the curtain wire through it.)


  As the reverse of this curtain will not be visible, it is unlined, but, to prevent fraying, it is a good idea to finish the seams with pinking shears. Press the panel, thread the curtain wire through the channel, and hang.
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    PATCHWORK PIECING DIAGRAM

  


  


  


  
    note


    To line the curtain panel, work to the end of step 3, then measure the panel and cut out a piece of lining fabric to the same size. Pin lining and curtain right sides together; sew along the sides and bottom, leaving the top edge open. Turn right side out and press. Hem the top edge as described in step 4, leaving the ends open to thread the curtain wire through.

  


  
    
      JANE HUGHES
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    Jane from littleteawagon is a crafter/designer with a fondness for fabrics and sewing, doodling and making and blogging about a crafty life. www.teawagontales.blogspot.com
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        This super-comfy beanbag is pieced using simple squares with a nine-patch top. It’s a great way to explore combining vintage fabrics with contemporary prints. A few scuttling beetles have been appliquéd over the finished patches, which are a great way for beginners to hide less than perfect pieced seams!

      
    

  


  MATERIALS


  Four pieces of fabric each 60 x 60cm (24 x 24in) for pieced top and sides


  One piece of cord or hard-wearing fabric 50 x 50cm (20 x 20in) for base panel


  One piece of stiff iron-on interfacing 100 x 135cm (39 x 53in)


  Black felt 40 x 20cm (16 x 8in) for appliqué


  45cm (18in) zip


  Beanbag liner


  Approx 1 cubic metre (3 cubic feet) polystyrene beans


  Embroidery thread: black and green


  Sewing threads to match fabrics


  SIZE


  50 x 50 x 30cm (20 x 20 x 12in)


  FEATURED TECHNIQUES


  •Making templates


  •Machine piecing


  •Appliqué techniques


  •Basic hand stitches


  •For more on nine-patch piecing and variations tap here


  BEFORE YOU BEGIN


  Prewash and press fabrics before use as necessary: this is particularly important if you are using vintage fabrics as these may have dyes that run when washed.


  Make a 17cm (6¾in) square template from template plastic. (This template size includes seam allowances.)


  When piecing the patchwork, pin and sew your fabrics together with right sides facing. Seam allowances are 1cm (⅜in) throughout.
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        Patchwork Story


        I created my very first nine-patch beanbag for my cat Moy, and she absolutely loves it. It was one of the first patchwork projects I ever made and I loved its simplicity. I really enjoy how patchwork lets you mix different fabrics together, recycling old and new. I love learning new techniques and creating colourful, unique pieces of work. You could swap my beetle appliqués with your own designs to make the beanbag personal to you. Penny Forbes
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  METHOD


  {01} Cut and lay out your fabrics


  Using your square plastic template, cut out a total of 33 squares from your four chosen fabrics: we used eight squares of beige cord, calico and green patterned fabric, and nine squares of vintage purple fabric.


  Following the patchwork piecing diagram, lay out your squares, arranging them so that no two squares of the same fabric are next to each other: nine squares are required for the top panel, with six squares making up each side panel.


  {02} Piece the top and side panels


  Starting with the top panel (the nine-patch unit), take the first row of three squares, pin together, then sew. Repeat to piece row 2 and row 3. Press seams open.
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    PATCHWORK PIECING DIAGRAM

  


  


  Pin together the pieced rows 1 and 2 taking care to align seams, and stitch. Repeat to join row 3. Your top panel is now complete.


  Piece each side panel in the same way, first joining three squares to give you two rows, then joining the rows to give you a six-square panel.


  {03} Back panels and insert zip


  To ensure the beanbag maintains its shape, each of the pieced panels are backed with a stiff iron-on interfacing. Cut five pieces of the interfacing to size to match the pieced top and side panels and use to back the fabric pieces following the manufacturer’s instructions.


  Now insert the zip. First, take two fabric off-cuts measuring approx 5 x 10cm (2 x 4in) and fold each piece in half; stitch the fabric pieces along the folded edge at each end of the zip (see diagram below). Take one of the side panels and pin the zip on with right sides facing as shown in the diagram below; stitch all the way along the unpinned edge. Remove pins and fold open the zip panel.
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  {04} Add the appliqué


  Using the beetle body templates and tailor’s chalk, draw and cut out four (or more!) beetles from the black felt. Cut 1cm (⅜in) wide strips of felt for the legs – you’ll need six for each beetle. Pin the beetle bodies and legs in place and carefully machine stitch around the edge of the body and down each leg. (If you position the legs over the seams where the squares are joined, they can hide any dodgy seams.)


  
    
      PENNY FORBES
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    Penny Forbes has been a maker for as long as she can remember. For inspiration she collects curiosities and she loves quirky and unusual things. Sugar skulls are a favourite theme for much of her work and she loves using bright colours and recycling old materials to make new things. You can find her on Facebook under her business name, pegeggleg.

  


  Use black embroidery thread to complete the leg detailing with backstitch. Embroider backstitch feelers onto the heads, and finish the top of each feeler with a French knot. Use green embroidery thread to add a simple embroidered pattern to the shells if you wish.


  {05} Assemble the beanbag


  Take your base panel and place on top of the side panel with zip, right sides facing, aligning the edge of the zip and the edge of the base panel. Sew along the length of the zip, then open out the joined panels.


  Join together the remaining three side panels to make a strip, working with right sides facing each time. Pin each end of the side-panel strip to each side of the remaining side panel, again with right sides facing, to form a loop (see diagram). Stitch together.


  Pin the unjoined side panels to the remaining three sides of the base panel, carefully lining up the seams, and stitch together. Unzip the beanbag before pinning and sewing the top panel onto the side panels, again working with right sides facing. Turn the assembled beanbag right way out through the zip opening. Insert the beanbag liner and fill with beans. Take a seat!
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        This bold double-bed size quilt, made from bright rainbow colours and large-scale vintage prints, is a fun take on a traditional quilt block design – the eight-pointed star. Filled with lofty wadding, it’s more of a comforter or coverlet than a quilt. The quilt layers are tied together, rather than being machine quilted and bound, so it makes an ideal project for a beginner.

      
    

  


  MATERIALS


  Eight pieces of printed cotton fabric each at least 54 x 54cm (21¼ x 21¼in) for the triangle squares in the following colours: dark pink, light pink, dark navy, light navy, dark green, light green, dark orange, light orange


  Eight pieces of printed cotton fabric each at least 52 x 52cm (20½ x 20½in) for the full squares in the following colours: dark red, light red, dark purple, light purple, dark turquoise, light turquoise, dark yellow, light yellow


  One cotton double-bed flat sheet minimum size 202 x 202cm (79½ x 79½in) for backing


  One piece of thick (high-loft) polyester wadding 200 x 200cm (78¾ x 78¾in)


  White sewing thread


  Red cotton perlé embroidery thread


  Temporary tacking spray


  SIZE


  200 x 200cm (78¾ x 78¾in)


  FEATURED TECHNIQUES


  •Machine piecing


  •Simple tied quilting


  •Basic hand stitches


  •Making a quilt sandwich


  BEFORE YOU BEGIN


  Prewash and press fabrics before use as necessary: this is particularly important if you are using vintage fabrics as these may have dyes that run when washed.


  When piecing the patchwork, pin and stitch together with right sides facing. All seam allowances are 1cm (⅜in) throughout. Use of a walking foot is recommended.
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  METHOD


  {01} Cut your fabrics


  For the square pieces:


  Cut 52cm (20½in) squares from dark red, light red, dark yellow, light yellow, dark turquoise, light turquoise, dark purple and light purple fabrics (eight pieces in all).


  For the triangle pieces:


  Cut 54cm (21¼in) squares from dark orange, light orange, dark pink, light pink, dark green, light green, dark navy and light navy fabrics, then cut each diagonally to make two triangles (16 pieces in all) – see fig. a.


  If necessary cut your backing sheet to 202 x 202cm (79½ x 79½in).


  {02} Piece the top panel


  Note: After sewing, all seams to be pressed away from the lightest fabric.


  Join the triangles together (dark green to light green, dark orange to light orange, etc) to form square blocks by matching the longest sides of the triangles; press and trim excess fabric from seam corners. This will give you eight 52cm (20½in) triangle squares.


  Join matching triangle squares together with light fabrics in centre to form a larger triangle (see fig. b) to give you four side panels.


  Join the four dark fabric squares, taking care to match the seams in the centre – see fig. c.
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  Join the remaining light fabric squares to the navy and orange side panels as shown in fig. d, then join each pieced side to the pieced centre panel, taking care to match corners. Trim edges if required.
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    FIG D: Joining the side panels to the centre panel.

  


  


  
    
      CINTIA GONZALEZ

      AKA MY POPPET

    


    [image: Illustration]


    Cintia is a maker and craft blogger. She loves collecting and using vintage fabrics, re-purposing unwanted textiles and garments, and generally creating something useful and beautiful out of things that were previously unloved. Rather than buying new, most of her sewing supplies are gleaned from thrift stores or flea markets. To find out more, visit her at www.mypoppet.com.au.
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        Patchwork Story


        The large scale of this quilt allows the big graphic vintage prints to be shown off to their full potential. As a collector of vintage, I’m always looking for fun and practical ways to use my colourful collection without having to cut my fabric up into small pieces. I liked the idea of tying this quilt, as machine or hand quilting such a large quilt takes skill and a lot of patience, and the little red thread tufts add a textural element to the patchwork.
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    FIG E: The finished pieced top panel.

  


  


  {03} Assemble the quilt


  Spray glue the wadding to fix it to the wrong side of the quilt backing, keeping the outer seam allowance clear. Lay the patchwork top panel right side facing up on the floor and lay the backing sheet right side facing down on top lining up the edges. Pin to secure. Sew all the way around the outside edge leaving an opening of about 60cm (24in). Turn the quilt right side out and hand stitch the opening closed using whipstitch.


  {04} Work the tied quilting


  Using a double thickness of embroidery thread and following fig. f, sew ties through the layers on the centre and corner of each square, and halfway down each diagonal seam, with the knots worked in a grid pattern about 25cm (9¾in) apart see here.


  Once the tied quilting is complete, remove the pins and fluff up the wadding for a lofty eiderdown effect.
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    FIG F: Tied quilting positions.
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    For the tied quilting, work 1cm (⅜in) long stitches and trim thread to leave a 1cm (⅜in) tail like a little tassel.
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        Fancy a bit of strip piecing? This little hanging is a great way to get started. A cute yet quirky owl swoops across a patchwork background pieced using four different fabrics. We’ve gone for calm corals and a bit of mustard to suggest the sunlit canopy of the woods, but don’t be afraid to go wild with your colours if you want a bolder piece.

      
    

  


  MATERIALS


  Four fat quarters of contrasting cotton fabric


  One piece of cotton fabric 86 x 46cm (34 x 18in) for the backing


  Four strips of 4cm (1½in) wide cotton fabric: two 76cm (30in) each for top and bottom binding and two 46cm (18in) each for side bindings


  One piece of calico 58.5 x 25cm (23 x 10in) for the owl appliqué


  One piece of medium-weight wadding or interfacing 81 x 50cm (32 x 20in)


  Three pieces of ribbon 15cm (6in) long for hanging loops


  Wooden pole 80cm (32in) long for hanging (optional)


  Cream sewing thread


  Brown embroidery thread


  Sticky notes


  Mini grid maker (optional)


  SIZE


  71 x 40.5cm (28 x 16in)


  FEATURED TECHNIQUES


  •Rotary cutting


  •Machine piecing


  •Cut-and-sew hand appliqué


  •Basic hand stitches


  •Making a quilt sandwich


  •Machine quilting: In-the-ditch


  •Single binding


  •For more on rail fence piecing and variations tap here


  BEFORE YOU BEGIN


  Prewash and press your fabrics before use as necessary: this is particularly important if you are using vintage fabrics as these may have dyes that run when washed. If you are not using fat quarters, you’ll need fabric pieces measuring approx 46 x 55cm (18 x 22in).


  For clean accurate cutting measurements, use a rotary cutter, quilter’s rule (or mini grid maker) and cutting mat to cut out your strips for piecing.


  When piecing the patchwork, pin and stitch together with right sides facing. All seams are 5mm (¼in) unless otherwise stated.


  The project mixes hand and machine sewing, but it can easily be done all by hand if you prefer, although it will take a good deal longer.
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  METHOD


  {01} Cut and piece your fabric strips


  From each of the four contrasting fabrics cut seven strips each measuring 56 x 4cm (22 x 1½in). Sort your fabric strips into seven piles each containing the four fabrics in the same order. Take each bundle and sew each of the four strips together, checking as you go that the strips are all facing the correct way and are being sewn together in the same order. Once stitching is complete, press the seams to one side.


  {02} Cut the joined fabric strips into squares


  Use a ruler (or mini grid maker) to cut each of the seven joined fabric strips into squares measuring exactly 11.5 x 11.5cm (4½ x 4½in); each strip should give you four squares (28 squares in total).


  {03} Lay out the rail fence patchwork


  Following the patchwork piecing diagram, lay out your rail fence pattern in rows of seven squares across and four down, alternating the squares horizontally and vertically. Double check that the squares are placed so that the strips run in the same order, to ensure that the four-fabric rail fence pattern is formed.


  Place a sticky note
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FIG B: Piecing the side panels.

FIG C: Piecing the centre panel.
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