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Before the Flood, We Were Already Drowning
There’s something strange about silence—how it carries both beauty and burden.
In the kasi, silence after gunshots makes your chest tighten.
In the suburbs, silence means a neighbor’s gate finally closed.
In the rural hills, it’s the wind combing through grass, whispering secrets only the ancestors understand.
And in the city? Silence doesn’t last long—it’s replaced by taxis hooting, kids shouting, and someone always yelling “Sho!”
But beneath all that noise, one silence stays—
The silence of questions we’re scared to ask.
Is God real?
Did He plan any of this?
Does He see me?
This book was born in the quiet between those questions.

I grew up in a mixed community—black, coloured, Indian, white—each with different stories, scars, and smiles. Some of us were raised on Jesus; others on tradition, hustle, or broken homes. Some of us had mothers who prayed until their knees bruised. Others had fathers who vanished with the sunrise and never came back. Some of us laughed while braaing meat on payday, while others skipped supper and acted like they weren’t hungry.

Yet deep down, we all wanted to know the same thing:
Was someone writing this story—or are we just surviving it?
One day, while reading the Bible—the part most people skip—God whispered through a list of names. Ten names, in fact. Ten fathers, ten sons, passed down like candles through darkness.

I almost didn’t see it.

But like seeing a streetlight flicker just before load-shedding, I caught the glimpse:
Adam. Seth. Enosh. Kenan. Mahalalel. Jared. Enoch. Methuselah. Lamech. Noah.
Their names meant something. When read in Hebrew, they formed a sentence that sounded like a story from our own backyards:

“Man is appointed mortal sorrow; but the Blessed God shall come down, teaching that His death shall bring the despairing rest.”

Yoh. Just like that, it hit me—God was dropping a message before we even knew we needed it. He was talking about Jesus... before Moses even built the tabernacle, before Abraham heard the call, before Noah built the ark.

It’s like finding a love letter your parents wrote before you were born—hidden in the ceiling, covered in dust, but still speaking.

This book is that letter.

It’s not a theology textbook or a “deep-deep” pastor’s book. It’s for anyone who’s ever felt confused at church, who’s ever sat on a taxi thinking about death, or stood in a long SASSA line asking, “Why am I even alive?”

It’s for the gogo raising her grandchildren, the uncle who drinks too much because he’s tired of pretending, the teen with a hoodie over their broken heart, the Sunday School teacher who still wonders if God remembers her prayers.

It’s for you.
And me.
We’ll journey through each name. Not like a history class, but like sitting around a fire while someone tells a story that sounds oddly familiar. Each chapter will reveal more of that hidden message. And just like the parables Jesus told—about farmers, coins, and sheep—we’ll discover that God speaks most powerfully through things that seem simple.

The message is this:
God has always been speaking.
He just hides His voice in the places we rarely look.
So, whether you’re in a shack, a flat, a house with Wi-Fi, or a rondavel—lean in.
Because before the flood came, before the rain and the judgment and the drowning,
God already wrote a rescue plan...
...in a list of names.

Let’s go find it together.
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“Every story starts with a whisper. And sometimes, that whisper comes from a place we didn’t expect—like the corner of a dusty township street, or from a mama’s soft hum while stirring pap over an open fire. This book was written from such whispers—voices of truth that echoed in taxis, backyard gatherings, WhatsApp voice notes, and even the awkward silence of suburban living rooms.”
To God—before anyone else. You are the hidden Author behind every word I tried to write. I don’t know how You do it, but You speak even when I’m not listening. You show up in name lists and broken moments. You hid the gospel in a genealogy—and then waited for someone like me, who has made many mistakes, to notice. I still can’t get over
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