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The Lovers

Alice listened to the music Eliot played in the greenhouse. She walked into the tarot reading room and stopped at the shelf. She spread the remaining cards of the special deck. She picked one and straightened up the deck. She turned and left the room. She walked up the stairs and into the room she shared with her husband.

She sat down at her desk and quickly found the corresponding cards in her decks. The special deck was mostly on her desk now. There weren’t many cards left in the tarot reading room. For now, she set the three different versions of the Lovers card side by side. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen.

She took her notes and lost track of time. She didn’t worry about anything but just focused on taking notes on the card of the day. She had been notified about the orders and tarot readings at breakfast. She knew there would be plenty of time after lunch to take care of them. At least the clients were still understanding and let the young couple be alone and mourn in their way.

She blinked knowing the tarot readings could pick up again for her. She hoped she could finish studying the rest of the cards before that happened. She blinked. She wasn’t sure how much time had passed until she heard her husband cooking in the kitchen. She set her pen down and stood up.

She left her room and walked downstairs into the kitchen. She set the table and grabbed drinks. He finished cooking and served them. They sat down to eat together.

Eliot asked, “What is the card of the day?”

“The Lovers.” She smiled at him.

He smiled back.

Madeline appeared in the kitchen. “What is the upright meaning?”

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is harmony, balance, setbacks overcome and confidence in the future, all aspects of love, freedom, strong emotion, choice, attraction, falling in love, creativity, art, country, lover, animals, partnership, deep love, the strength or power of two together, duality, or unity.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reverse meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reverse meaning is inability to overcome trials, meanness, frustration, hate, jealousy, someone else butting in on a relationship to destroy it, untrustworthiness, divorce, uncertainly, doubt, test, out of harmony, no mutual feelings, strained relationship, touch choice or inner conflict.”

Madeline nodded. “Very good. You know what to do tomorrow.” She smiled and disappeared.

Eliot smiled. “Wow, just five more major arcana cards. I wonder what tomorrow’s will be.”

Alice smiled. “So, do I.” She finished eating. “Oh, we need to get to work and finish the orders. I hope to get my part done before the tarot readings start.”

They cleared the table and soaked the dishes in soapy water. They put the leftovers in the fridge and cleaned the kitchen. Then they walked to the greenhouse. The big screen displayed the orders clearly.

He said, “I’ve started the boxes for the big orders. I have the herbs in them. So, you just need to take care of the toiletry items. I have more plants to work on for our back stock. I already made a note of which plants you’ll need first. So, I’ll get to the processing.”

She nodded. “That’s fine. I see we do have some of the toiletry items for the big orders. So, I’ll add those and see what more I need to work on.”

He nodded and went in search of the needed plants. She added her part of the orders and went to crafting what more was needed. She finished the big orders just as the delivery person was arriving. She sealed up the boxes and the delivery person accepted them with a smile. They loaded their vehicle and left.

Alice worked on the smaller orders and the back stock. She had just finished her part of the back stock when the first tarot client stopped by. Eliot was still working on his part.

“Alice, just go on and give them a reading. I’ll finish the back stock and clean the greenhouse.”

“Thanks, Eliot.” She walked out of the greenhouse. “Are you ready for your reading?”

The client nodded and Alice led them into the house. They walked into the tarot reading room and sat down. Alice grabbed a deck and shuffled it.

The client said, “Just a general reading for today.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—Knight of Wands, Judgement and the Emperor. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you taking a journey into the unknown. You’re not sure what is going to happen, but you take the chance and then learn what you’ve needed to know all along. You will gain clarity about yourself and what you’re capable of. This helps you to evolve and become master of your own destiny. No one can control or dominate you. You become so strong that no one can make you feel anything. You are who you are.”

The client blinked. “Wow. That is what I needed to know now. Thank you.”

Alice led them out and found the next client ready to go. She led the next one into the tarot reading room. They sat down. Alice shuffled the cards.

The client said, “Well, I’ve met someone and I’m not sure about the relationship now.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—reversed King of Swords, 3 of Swords and Death. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see the person you met isn’t good for you. They gaslight and lie to you about the dumbest things. They are trying to remake you in what they want while not seeing you’re someone else. This is leading to heartbreak. However, it’s through this heartbreak that you will transform into something stronger. You won’t fall for a person like this again.”

The client sighed. “Thank you. I needed to hear that.”

Alice led them out and found another client reading to go. She led the next client into the tarot reading room. They sat down. Alice picked up the deck and shuffled it.

The client said, “What do I have to look forward to?”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—the Star, 10 of Pentacles and Knight of Pentacles. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you making a wish upon a star. This is your dream and you’re finding a way to make it a reality. Through your own hard work, you will reach financial and spiritual security. This in turn will help you become more responsible and more mature.”

The client’s eyes widened and then relaxed. “I had no idea. There has been something I’ve always wanted to do, but too afraid to try. You’re saying I’ll find a way to make it a reality?”

Alice nodded. “Through the process of making it a reality, you will grow and mature as a person. It will be hard, but not impossible for you.”

“Thank you. I will go and try to make a my dream a reality.”

Alice led the client out. She found her last client for the day walking up to the house. They greeted each other and Alice led them into the tarot reading room. They sat down. Alice picked up a deck and shuffled it.

The client said, “I’ve been reviewing my life so far and wonder what I have to look forward to next.”

Alice nodded and drew three cards—6 of Cups, 8 of Pentacles and 4 of Wands. She blinked as she studied the cards. “I see you are remembering your past. Hopefully, you are seeing it as it was and not how it could or should have been. Just as it was. I know we can feel differently about our past when we look at it at different times. You do have something to look forward to. Just be patient as things are coming together after all your hard work. This leads to a celebration and a reunion.”

The client smiled. “Then I will have something good to tell people at the reunion. Thank you. That makes me feel better.”

Alice led the client out and smiled at Eliot in the greenhouse. He was cleaning things up. More clients came and went for their small orders. Alice closed the front door and walked over to the greenhouse. She helped the clients as he finished cleaning up.

She checked the schedule and saw they were done for the day. Klio and Klia were on their favorite perch watching the comings and goings of those outside. They chatted with the neighborhood cats. Alice petted them and was glad she and Eliot were now taking care of the cats before breakfast. It just made the days go better for everyone.

He blinked. “Oh, we’re done with our work for the day.”

“Yes, we are.”

He smiled at her. “Well, then I suppose we could play now.”

She smiled at him. “What did you have in mind?”

“Oh, the two of us alone.”

“Oh, I see.” She stopped petting the cats and moved closer to him. “Perhaps we should go inside to our room. The neighbors don’t need to know what we’re up to.”

“Good idea.”

They walked into the hallway and up the stairs into their room.
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