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				To a certain extent, it’s possible to identify a quality pair of shoes without knowing what went into making them, in the same way you can tell a decent glass of wine from a $4.99 bottle without knowing a thing about top notes and terroir. A lot of the work is done by trusting your intuition and applying a little common sense. But understanding the name and function of each component that forms your footwear is key to appreciating the craftsmanship that goes into each pair. How a shoe is made—and, specifically, how well it’s made—is often the most important differentiating factor that justifies its price at retail and, therefore, informs smart buying decisions. After all, you would be more willing to spend more money on a pair of shoes that is built to last, right?

				You already probably know the basics of footwear fundamentals: the tongue, the sole, eyelets, the heel. In some cases, there isn’t much more than that, and, depending on the style of shoe in question, there may be even less. To that end, let’s discuss a list of different footwear parts, from topline to nitty-gritty.

			

			ANATOMY OF A SHOE

			Here are all the basic parts you need to know.
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			SOLE

			The sole is, yes, the bottom portion of your shoe. It’s the foundation, if you will, and is often the part that bears the brunt of the wear and tear, since it makes contact with the street, or, if your date is so lucky, the dance floor. On sneakers, the sole is almost always rubber, but for shoes, it’s common to find it crafted from leather, which is traditionally considered more formal. Typically, a leather sole is made from layers of the material; as you would assume, the more layers, the more durable the shoe is, generally speaking. If you want to break it down further, the portion of the sole that makes contact with your foot is called the insole, and the portion that makes contact with the outside world is the outsole.
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			HEEL

			The back portion of the shoe, attached to the sole on the underside, is called the heel. It can be crafted from stacked pieces of leather or from rubber, and it largely determines how much added height the shoe gives the wearer. The front of the heel is sometimes called the breast. If there is another piece of material attached to the heel, over where it would otherwise connect with the ground, that is called a top piece.
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			LACES

			As long as they match the color of the shoe, why should laces even matter? Well, you do actually have some options to consider beyond that. Most formal shoelaces are made from cotton that has been coated in wax for extra durability. They can be rounded or flat—if forced to choose, rounded laces are a safe bet. If you do opt for flat, keep them thin; fat and flat might end up looking too casual, like sneaker laces. Also, check the length. If the laces are too long when tied, you’ll end up stepping on them. Thirty-one-inch laces should put you in a good place.
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			UPPER

			The upper is, as the name suggests, the part of the shoe above the welt or sole. Essentially, it’s what covers the top and sides of your foot. It can be broken down in several different sections:

			
					
					the vamp: the front to middle section of the upper

				

					
					the quarter: the back portion of the upper

				

					
					the heel cup: in some cases, there is an additional patch of material sewn to the front or back of the shoe, which can be decorative or designed to strengthen those sections

				

					
					toe cap: the front of the upper, which is not to be confused with the toe box, the name for the shape the front of the shoe takes
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			TONGUE

			You know where the tongue is, but do you know why it’s there? Primarily, it’s a gentle barrier that provides your foot with extra comfort against the friction of the laces. It also makes it easier to put the shoe on.
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			EYELET

			These holes through which laces are woven are sometimes reinforced with other, stiffer material to keep them from stretching. The portion of the shoe with eyelets is often called the facing, and it always sits over the tongue. The way the facing is attached determines whether the shoe is called closed-laced or open-laced. Typically, closed-laced shoes are considered more formal than open-laced shoes, but you can decide which you like better based on your own personal taste when we discuss the different types of shoes in the next chapter. From a construction point of view, just know that in closed-laced shoes, the facing is sewn underneath the vamp, giving it a streamlined feel. Open-laced shoes, then, are sewn on top of the vamp, so that they allow for—you guessed it—an opening at the bottom, lending the shoe a more rugged look.
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			LINING

			Lining is a catch-all term for the interior material of any given shoe. Some shoes have additional padded lining or fabric lining or may even take the technology used in sneakers to make it feel as though you’re wearing a pair of tennis shoes (a secret only you need to know).
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			COUNTER

			You can think of the counter as serving the same function as the heel cup, but it exists inside the shoe, typically between the upper and the lining. It’s there for added support.
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			WELT

			The welt connects the sole of the shoe to the rest of it (which is called the upper—we’ll get to that next). For dress shoes, it’s usually also made from leather and frequently stitched on in a process referred to as Goodyear welt construction. That method is named after Charles Goodyear Jr., the man who invented the machine that’s used to do the stitching. Other processes bypass a welt, stitching the sole directly to the upper by hand, for example (often called Blake stitch construction). Some shoes, often less expensive pairs, don’t incorporate stitching to a welt at all, with soles bonded to the upper using an adhesive or nails.

			
				Put Your Money Where Your Welt Is

				If you’re going to be putting your shoes through a lot of daily use, pay attention to the construction of the sole and the welt before you make a purchase, to make sure you’ll be able to extend the shoes’ life for as long as possible. “Goodyear-welted shoes can be resoled up to three times if necessary, making them good value for the money,” notes Dan Rookwood, the U.S. editor for the online men’s retailer Mr Porter. Soles that have been bonded to the upper using an adhesive may not withstand rigorous use quite as well.
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				HOW TO

				GAUGE THE QUALITY OF LEATHER SHOES

				In the world of dress shoes, leather is king. But not all leather is created equal. Here is a handy guide to some common types of leather to help you make sense of it all. And in case you’re wondering, there is no one source from which to obtain shoe leather—cattle hide is still the most common, but you can also find leather shoes made from the skins of crocodiles, deer, buffalo, stingrays, and more. If that makes you squeamish or if you’re morally opposed to wearing animal hides, vegan-leather shoes crafted from synthetic materials are an easy-to-find, certified cruelty-free alternative (see this page).

				Today, many shoemakers experiment with using different types of leathers on different shoes, throwing a lot of the tried-and-true rules out the window. If you’d like to stick to the basics, the more smooth and shiny the leather is (such as patent leather), the more formal it will look. The inverse is also true; rough-hewn leather with visible imperfections (such as full-grain leather) makes shoes look more casual.

				But that doesn’t help you identify cheap leather from the real-deal quality variety. For that, here are some key things to look out for:

				CONSIDER THE PRICE

				It’s unfortunate but often true: Leather is expensive. If you see a pair of shoes on sale for considerably less money than others, poor-quality leather could be one reason why.

				USE YOUR SENSES

				Touch, smell, and look closely at the leather. Leather generally requires breaking in, but it shouldn’t be stiff as a board or super-flimsy, either. You want a material that feels like it can handle some wear and tear but still have a bit of movement to it. If you can see points where leather is cracking or if the edges are ragged, it could be a sign the shoemaker likes to cut corners. And if it’s supposed to be leather but it doesn’t have that leather smell, it’s probably not good (and it might not even be the real thing).

				EXAMINE THE SHOE AS A WHOLE

				This is not a foolproof metric, but looking at the rest of the shoe can offer some hints, too, following the general logic that shoemakers who have invested in pricey leather will also want to surround it with other quality materials and use careful construction to bind it all together. Does the sole feel sturdy? Does the stitching look uniform and tight? Are the laces coated evenly and cleanly? If not, it could be cause for concern.

			

			LEATHER GLOSSARY

			GRAIN

			The technical term for any texture or imperfections a given piece of leather may have on its exterior

			FULL-GRAIN LEATHER

			From the topmost layer of animal skin, leather that has not been altered, meaning imperfections and idiosyncrasies are fully visible

			TOP-GRAIN LEATHER

			Hide that has been sanded over or smoothed out, removing visible flaws

			PEBBLE-GRAIN OR PEBBLED LEATHER

			Leather that has been given a man-made texture of small, round, raised protrusions

			PATENT LEATHER

			Buffed, smooth, shiny, and reflective leather treated with a high-gloss plastic coating

			EMBOSSED LEATHER

			Any leather given a man-made pattern, typically applied using heat

			SUEDE

			Leather from the underside of animal skin that’s been given an applied finish described as “napped,” meaning it’s almost fuzzy or generally not entirely smooth

			NUBUCK

			Treated to resemble the texture of suede, but from the exterior side of the animal skin, like most other types of leather

			
				Sustainable Alternatives

				The world of footwear is nothing if not diverse in its product offerings, and as
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				RESOURCES

				Want to know more? Here are other people and places to help you become a modern footwear master.

				Stores

				•

				THE ARMOURY 
Hong Kong and New York 
thearmoury.com

				BARNEYS NEW YORK 
locations across the USA 
barneys.com

				BODEGA 
Boston and Los Angeles 
bdgastore.com

				CONCEPTS 
Boston, New York, and Dubai 
cncpts.com

				LAPSTONE & HAMMER 
Philadelphia 
lapstoneandhammer.com

				LEFFOT 
New York 
leffot.com

				LEVEL SHOES Dubai 
levelshoes.com

				LIBERTY 
London 
libertylondon.com

				MATCHES 
online 
matchesfashion.com

				MR PORTER 
online 
mrporter.com

				NORDSTROM 
locations across the USA 
nordstrom.com

				SELFRIDGES 
locations across the UK 
selfridges.com

				STADIUM GOODS 
New York 
stadiumgoods.com

				Required Reading

				•

				ESQUIRE 
esquire.com

				GQ 
gq.com

				HIGHSNOBIETY 
highsnobiety.com

				THE JOURNAL 
mrporter.com/journal

				OFF DUTY DAILY 
blogs.wsj.com/offduty

				PUT THIS ON 
putthison.com

				THE SHOE SNOB 
theshoesnobblog.com

				SOLE COLLECTOR 
solecollector.com

				Instagram

				•

				@complexsneakers

				@fabioattanasio

				@menshoes

				@menwithfootwear

				@shortofshoes

				@stevecalder

				@streetetiquette

				@theshoesnob_official
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				Thank You

				A world of thanks to everyone who had a hand (or foot) in making this book happen: Angelin Borsics, Ian Dingman, Danielle Deschenes, Robert Siek, Kevin Garcia, Ryan Jin, David Coggins, Dan Rookwood, Aaron Levine, Byron and Dexter Peart, Eric Jennings, Danny and the team at Mr Porter, Paul at PRC, David and Blake, Francesca at Zoi, my parents, and the wonderful staff at Mortimer House.

			

		

	
OEBPS/images/3.jpg
i i Bl

THE
FUNDAMENTALS






OEBPS/images/28.jpg
74
1]
o
(0]












OEBPS/images/000_circle5.jpg





OEBPS/images/000_circle4.jpg
4,





OEBPS/9780451498052_nav.xhtml

		
			Contents


			
						Cover


						Title Page


						Copyright


						Contents


						Introduction


						Chapter One: The Fundamentals


						Chapter Two: The Shoes


						Chapter Three: Stepping Up Your Style


						Chapter Four: Caring for Your Shoes


						Chapter Five: Brands to Know


						Resources


						Index


						About the Author and Illustrators


						Thank You


			


		
		
			Landmarks


			
						Cover


						Cover


						Title Page


						Start


						Table of Contents


						Index


			


		
		
			Print Page List


			
						1


						2


						3


						4


						5


						6


						7


						8


						9


						10


						12


						13


						14


						15


						16


						17


						18


						19


						20


						21


						22


						23


						25


						24


						26


						27


						29


						28


						31


						30


						33


						32


						35


						34


						36


						37


						39


						38


						41


						40


						43


						42


						44


						45


						46


						47


						48


						49


						50


						51


						52


						53


						54


						55


						56


						57


						58


						59


						60


						61


						62


						63


						64


						65


						66


						67


						68


						69


						70


						71


						72


						73


						74


						75


						76


						77


						78


						79


						80


						81


						82


						83


						84


						85


						86


						87


						88


						89


						90


						91


						92


						93


						94


						95


						96


						97


						98


						99


						100


						101


						102


						103


						104


						105


						106


						107


						108


						109


						110


						111


						112


						113


						114


						115


						116


						117


						118


						119


						120


						121


						122


						123


						124


						127


						128


			


		
	

OEBPS/images/000_circle3.jpg





OEBPS/images/032_Pott_9780451498045_art_r1.jpg





OEBPS/images/000_circle2.jpg





OEBPS/images/000_circle1.jpg










OEBPS/images/9780451498052_cover.jpg
HOW TO

SHINE A SHOE

==

A Gentleman’s Guide to
Choosing, Wearing, and Caring
for Top-Shelf Styles












OEBPS/images/000_circle9.jpg





OEBPS/images/000_circle8.jpg
N





OEBPS/images/000_circle7.jpg





OEBPS/images/000_circle6.jpg


























OEBPS/images/4.jpg
LINING COUNTER






