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I never wanted to be a writer as a child. Much to my mother’s chagrin (I used that word for her), I hated English and grammar. Well, the joke was on me because now, writing is a primary part of my calling and passion in life. Not only do I enjoy the writing and publishing process, but I feel a mandate and urgency to write and serve the world through all the different ways that content can be produced and delivered.

“Writers aren't just good with words; 

they’re called to give words to a generation!”

I love writing in all forms, from social media and blogs to articles and fully published books. Each is their own challenge, and each has an opportunity to make a lasting impact on people. I was blessed to have my first book, Following Jesus, be a best-selling book, sold and distributed to over 300,000 people in 4 languages and 8+ countries. It was the right message that hit a niche and needed market. I initially self-published it, so I’m familiar with the self-publishing process. A publisher later picked it up, so I’ve also seen that side of publishing. Since that initial book, I’m now over a dozen published books into my writing journey, with many more supporting resources like study guides, courses, journals, etc. I’m just getting started serving the audiences that I’m passionate about. With this experience in mind, I hope to offer some help and support for you on your writing and publishing journey. For reference, here are my current Published and self-published works: (View All)

	Following Jesus (Multiple Languages)

	Preaching Forward

	David & The Giant Onion (Illustrated kid’s book)

	The Process of Promotion

	Land of The Free 

	52 Bible Verses to Teach Your Kids

	52 Bible Verses for Youth

	52 Bible Verses for Men

	52 Bible Verses on Hope

	12 Marriage Safeguards

	7 Biblical Principles on Parenting

	52 Bible Verses for New Believers

	How to Write and publish a book


I am still constantly improving as a writer, but after writing and releasing the last 12 books, I’ve learned some strategies and tips that will help you accelerate your journey. Remember that writing and publishing improves as you go. The key is to get started.

Should YOU write the book?

Yes, write the book! If the message is in you, then write it! Don't let discouragement stop you from writing the book that's in your heart. Don’t let uncertainty about the process stop you. Who knows what the impact and reach of your book might be? It may sound exaggerated, but maybe your book could save a nation!

I think of the iconic story in the Bible about a young Jewish woman named Esther who was elevated to the role of Queen by what felt like chance but was obviously by divine timing. Shortly after her appointment, a plot to kill her family, the Jewish people, came to the ears of her cousin Mordecai. When he shared the news with Queen Esther, she initially sent a message to him, “I cannot go, or I may die.” Then, he said, “If you remain silent, your family will perish.” And then utters to her the infamous line, “Esther, who knows, but that you were appointed to this position for such a time as this.” She then stirs her courage and brings her message to the King!

When I think of the book in you, I think of this story; who knows the impact and reach of your book or collection of books? Don’t withhold your voice. You have been placed in the position you are in, and at this time, for a reason! People need what’s on the inside of you. You might think, “Someone’s already written that book for parents, teens, real estate agents, cooking, design, etc. Someone else may have written something similar, but no one will write what you have in your heart. No one is going to say it like you. The only thing you’ll need to navigate is the timing of when you write and release the message.

5 Mindsets for Writers

1. Write from Conviction

People can feel if what you’re saying is authentic or not. When you’re writing, you’ll want to write from that place of conviction and authenticity. It’s like a musical artist who sings someone else’s song versus writing their own; you can feel the authenticity. Write from a place of core convictions and beliefs; that will move hearts and minds. While I attempt to write in a way that maximizes book sales, that’s never the primary driver of my writing. What are you genuinely passionate about? What do you have a hard time shutting up about? Write out of that place. And never violate your morality in writing. Never write for or against something you know is wrong because you assume an audience wants to hear it. You’ll actually see your impact and influence expand the more accurate you are to your convictions.






2. Write to serve

Why are you writing? Is it self-serving, or is it to serve others? Don’t write to impress or manipulate people; write to serve them. Keep focused on serving others. When you keep others in the forefront, it impacts your writing. For me, some of the books I’ve written were driven primarily for serving the audience, in that while it was an area of conviction, it may not have been out of personal enjoyment as much as it was out of a desire to keep serving the audience I’ve been entrusted with.

3. Write to solve problems

What problems have you been called to solve? When it comes to the first book, Following Jesus, I had no idea at the time that I would be solving a broader problem; I just knew that I was solving a challenge I was facing. I needed a simple book to give people at church that helped them with the next steps of their faith. As I told friends what I was writing, I kept hearing, “I’ve been looking for a book like that; let me know when you’re done with it.” After hearing that enough times, I leveled up my intention with the book, and now it’s a best seller, solving the problem for hundreds of churches in multiple languages. I also started solving other problems for preachers, ministry leaders, marriages, and families. And when it strikes a chord, I lean in and ask, “What’s the next problem my target audience needs help with?

4. Write to impact

I want to write to change the world. To strengthen and advance someone’s life. Write in a way that takes people forward in whatever industry or craft that you’ve been called to speak into. It’s important because if I’m just writing to get information out or impress people, that will only take me so far. But, if I write in a way that elevates and advances people in their craft, relationships, industry, sales, etc., you’ll find that you continue to make a greater and greater impact. For me, my writing style and focus is to break down complex ideas more simply. I get comments like, “Wow, that was so simple and easy to understand.” Or “Your book helped me make sense of why this is happening in my life.” I love those comments because what I’m writing is producing actual change and helping people.

5. Strengthen your craft

We must keep a growth mindset when it comes to writing. Each of my books improves because I keep improving as a person and in my craft of writing. Your first book doesn’t have to be perfect, but it needs to be your current best. As in all things we create and produce, they should continue to elevate with each new version. Over the years, I’ve returned to my original books to touch them up and strengthen the writing style and quality. A note: You will improve as you write more, but there is also a great benefit in getting intentional coaching to grow and improve your writing.

Quick writing Q&A

Q: How much will this cost me?

A: The good news is that the publishing game has changed, so it’s much more affordable now. Your main cost is book design. We’ll talk more about that in later chapters.

Q: Can I make money as a writer?

A: Yes, but as you can imagine, the results may vary. I’ve found some books do better than others, but it’s all about serving people well. I’ll expand more on that later.

––––––––
[image: image]


Q: Should I audio record and transcribe or type myself? 

A: It’s preference. I write directly on my laptop but have worked with other authors who prefer recording and transcribing voice memos.

Q: Should I hire a Ghost Writer?

A: I’m not a fan of a total ghostwritten project because it can lose your authentic voice in the project, but if you begin a project and have a more skilled editor or writer help you fine-tune your book, that can work.

Q: What formats should I use? Paperback, Audiobook, ebook?

A: All of the above. Create and release your book on all platforms available. Everyone consumes content differently.

What Are Your Passions?

Chapter 2
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Content Engine
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One of the most significant challenges people will discuss concerning writing is the fear of getting writer's block. This happens when creativity, ideas, and words seem to dry up, but I’ve discovered some strategies that eliminate the block and unlock your creative content engine. You can move beyond just someone who comes up with one or two good ideas to someone who steps into a flow of creating so much content that you’ll have endless potential for new books and other content to serve your audience.

The Buckets Strategy

Years ago, when I finally realized that I enjoyed writing, I decided to intentionally grow and develop my writing craft and stumbled on this “buckets” strategy. I decided to commit to writing and consistently posting a thought Monday through Friday that would serve, equip, or inspire people. I started by identifying five key areas that I felt like I had something of value to write and speak about. Not that I had to be an official expert on the topic, but one that I had enough competence and experience to speak authentically and with authority. These areas became what I call my 5 Buckets. Each of us is going to have different buckets or primary focuses in our writing, but here are mine original:

	Ministry Leadership

	Discipleship/Christian basics

	Marriage

	Preaching

	Leadership 


Here’s how to use the buckets. First, I took those key categories and created a separate note for each in my Evernote app. You can use whatever notes program you want to make these notes
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