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    This collection gathers the principal materials associated with Eikon Basilike, the royalist work published in 1649 and traditionally presented as the spiritual self-portrait of King Charles I, while modern scholarship attributes its composition chiefly to John Gauden. It brings together the main text, its emblematic framing, the sequence of chapter headings that order the king’s meditations on public crisis and private trial, and the devotional and documentary pieces customarily transmitted with it. As a single-author collection under Gauden’s name, it is best understood as a landmark of seventeenth-century political and religious prose shaped by the circumstances of the English Civil Wars and the king’s death.

The scope of the volume is not that of a novel or dramatic work, but of a composite prose book combining meditation, political apology, prayer, epistolary material, brief relations, and commemorative verse. The central work is structured as a series of reflections on major episodes in Charles I’s reign and downfall, moving from the calling of Parliament through conflict, captivity, negotiation, and preparation for death. Around that core stand explanatory matter, prayers for affliction and danger, a letter from the Prince, reports concerning the king’s final conversations with his children, and an epitaph. Together these texts show how print could assemble devotion, testimony, and political meaning within a single volume.

The purpose of such a collection is to present Eikon Basilike in the fullness of its original literary and polemical design. The book is not merely a sequence of historical references; it is a crafted act of representation, offering an image of kingship under pressure, of conscience under accusation, and of suffering interpreted through religion. Its materials were arranged to guide readers through public events as inward trials, transforming contested political history into a drama of patience, prayer, and moral witness. Read as Gauden’s work, the collection illuminates one of the most influential exercises in royalist persuasion produced in the aftermath of civil war.

Across its varied forms, the collection is unified by a distinctly devotional rhetoric. Meditation frames political conflict as a test of constancy; prayer turns imprisonment and danger into occasions for repentance and submission to divine will; appended relations and letters reinforce the atmosphere of intimacy and immediacy. The prose is characteristically ceremonious, balanced, and grave, drawing on scriptural habits of thought and on the conventions of seventeenth-century religious reflection. Even when addressing concrete events such as parliamentary disputes, military actions, or captivity, the writing repeatedly returns to questions of duty, forgiveness, conscience, providence, and the burdens of sovereign office.

This body of writing also occupies an important place in the history of authorship and attribution. Eikon Basilike appeared immediately after the execution of Charles I and was long received as the king’s own work, a belief central to its early impact. John Gauden later claimed responsibility for composing it, and the text has since been closely associated with his name in modern scholarship. That contested history matters because it reveals how literary voice, political authority, and printed persona could converge in revolutionary England. The collection therefore preserves not only a famous book, but also a major case in the study of authorship, reception, and public memory.

For modern readers, the significance of this collection lies in its ability to show how literary form can shape historical understanding. It offers a concentrated example of the uses of prayer, meditation, and narrative framing in the service of political legitimacy and emotional appeal. It also documents the close relation between religion and public life in mid-seventeenth-century Britain, where arguments about church government, monarchy, Parliament, war, and national covenant were inseparable from claims about conscience and divine order. In this respect, the collection remains valuable to readers of early modern literature, history, political thought, and the culture of print.

As a whole, this single-author volume presents Gauden’s most enduring and debated achievement in a form that respects its mixed genres and historical texture. Readers encounter not a miscellaneous appendix to one famous title, but an integrated work whose emblem, meditations, prayers, letters, reports, and memorial verses cooperate to construct a sustained image of sacred kingship and afflicted endurance. The lasting power of Eikon Basilike rests in that fusion of public argument with inward devotion, and in the elegance with which prose, prayer, and documentary framing are made to support one another. This collection preserves that fusion as the defining signature of the work.
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    Eikon Basilike emerged from the crisis of the English Civil Wars and the collapse of Caroline monarchy. Charles I’s increasingly fraught relations with Parliament after 1629, especially over taxation, religion, and royal prerogative, culminated in the Long Parliament of 1640 and the outbreak of war in 1642. The collection’s sequence of meditations follows these political ruptures closely, presenting them as stages in a providential tragedy. Whether written largely by John Gauden or shaped from royal materials, the book drew its force from immediate memory of national upheaval and from widespread uncertainty about sovereignty, obedience, and the limits of resistance.

Many pieces in the collection respond to the disputes that defined the early 1640s: the execution of Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, in 1641; the Grand Remonstrance; Charles’s attempted arrest of the Five Members in January 1642; and his withdrawal from Westminster. These events fed competing narratives of conspiracy and self-defense. In Eikon Basilike they are reframed to portray the king as conscientious, reluctant, and beset by faction. That presentation mattered because contemporaries had lived through these controversies in real time, and readers recognized the names, votes, and parliamentary acts that the text transformed into evidence of royal suffering.

Religion was equally central to the book’s meaning and reception. Under Archbishop William Laud, Charles had supported ceremonial reforms and episcopal authority, policies many English Protestants regarded as dangerously close to Roman Catholicism. The Westminster Assembly, the 1643 Solemn League and Covenant with the Scots, and ordinances against the Book of Common Prayer intensified conflicts over church government and worship. The collection repeatedly returns to liturgy, conscience, and clerical attendance because these were flashpoints in the wars. By casting the king as defender of ordered devotion rather than innovation, the volume answered Puritan accusations and appealed to readers unsettled by rapid ecclesiastical change.

The military and diplomatic reversals of the 1640s also shape the work’s emotional arc. Charles’s repulse at Hull in 1642, the struggle over control of magazines, forts, and the militia, the campaigns around Oxford, and negotiations such as the Uxbridge Treaty of 1645 all appear as episodes of frustrated kingship. The text further invokes Ireland and Scotland, reminding readers that the conflict was not purely English but part of the wider Wars of the Three Kingdoms. Those overlapping crises encouraged a language of endurance, captivity, and betrayal, allowing political defeat to be recast as spiritual trial and princely constancy.

After the king surrendered to the Scots in 1646 and was handed over to the English Parliament in 1647, the terms of the conflict changed from open war to imprisonment, negotiation, and ideological struggle. Charles’s confinement at Holmby House, seizure by the New Model Army, and later detention at Carisbrooke Castle created the conditions for the collection’s meditative voice. Solitude, prayer, and reflections on death answered a public fascinated by the spectacle of a captive monarch. These sections drew authority from settings associated with enforced withdrawal, making private devotion appear inseparable from national catastrophe.

The immediate publication context was decisive. Eikon Basilike appeared on 9 February 1649, only days after Charles I was tried before the High Court of Justice and executed outside the Banqueting House in Whitehall on 30 January. In that charged interval, the book functioned as a counterblast to the regicide and the new Commonwealth’s claims of lawful necessity. Its appended prayers, letters, reported farewells to Elizabeth and Henry, Duke of Gloucester, and epitaphic materials reinforced the impression of authenticity and martyrdom. The speed of its circulation made it one of the most influential pieces of royalist print propaganda of the century.

Questions of authorship are themselves part of the historical context. Although the volume was presented as the king’s own spiritual autobiography, later evidence strongly implicated John Gauden, then a royalist clergyman who after the Restoration sought credit for composing it, perhaps using some genuine royal papers. This ambiguity did not diminish its early power; indeed, seventeenth-century readers often valued the royal persona more than strict documentary origin. The book’s success shows how print culture could construct political legitimacy through voice, style, and devotional intimacy, especially at a moment when censorship had weakened and polemical publication flourished.

Its longer reception was shaped by the Restoration of 1660 and the cult of Charles the Martyr that followed. Royalists and many conformist Anglicans treated the executed king as a witness for episcopacy, monarchy, and sacred order, and Eikon Basilike became a key text in that memory. Milton’s Eikonoklastes, published in October 1649, had attacked its image of sanctity, showing how fiercely contested the book remained. Read across its sections, the collection reflects not only one ruler’s fall but a broader transformation in English political culture, in which monarchy, parliament, religion, and public opinion were newly and permanently entangled.
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    Eikon Basilike (portrait, emblem, and 28 meditations)
Presented as a first-person sequence of reflections around the Civil War and the king’s confinement, this work frames public crisis through private devotion, conscience, and kingship under pressure. Its tone is grave, self-justifying, and prayerful, returning to motifs of martyrdom, suffering, political betrayal, and the tension between royal authority, parliamentary conflict, and religious order.
The prefatory portrait, emblem explanation, and chaptered meditations work together as a devotional-political self-portrait, blending scriptural cadence, penitence, and moral argument rather than narrative suspense. Across the sequence, recurring signatures include meditative introspection, ceremonial rhetoric, and the effort to convert contested history into a drama of patience, duty, and spiritual steadfastness.
Prayers and devotional pieces
The appended prayers and confession recast captivity, affliction, and imminent danger as occasions for repentance, submission, and appeals for divine protection. Their tone is liturgical and intimate, emphasizing inward trial, providence, and the discipline of suffering more than outward action.
These pieces distill the collection’s central motifs into concentrated devotional form, reinforcing the movement from political grievance to spiritual examination. Stylistically, they favor plain yet elevated petitionary language, with recurring concerns of forgiveness, endurance, and the sanctifying meaning of adversity.
Letters and relations concerning the royal family and final days
The letter from the Prince and the relations concerning the king’s last meeting with his children shift the collection from meditation to testimonial remembrance, presenting the royal household as a site of loyalty, grief, and moral example. Their tone is tender, elegiac, and commemorative, focusing on familial affection under the shadow of public catastrophe.
These pieces extend the book’s martyrological atmosphere by turning political downfall into scenes of personal witness and emotional restraint. A notable shift here is from argumentative self-defense toward memorial narration, while preserving the collection’s recurring emphasis on dignity, piety, and suffering borne with composure.
An Epitaph upon King Charls
The closing epitaph condenses the collection’s broader portrayal into a brief memorial tribute that emphasizes loss, reverence, and posthumous reputation. Its tone is ceremonial and elegiac, centering on remembrance, honor, and the shaping of a legacy through suffering.
As a final coda, it gathers the book’s recurring motifs of martyrdom, constancy, and sacred monarchy into a compact commemorative form. The stylistic signature is concise and monumental, converting a contested life into a unified image of mourned authority.
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Rom. 8.

More then Conquerour, &c.

Bona agere, & mala pati, Regium est.
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Onderibus genuus omne mali, probriq; gravatus,

Vixq; ferenda ferens, Palma ut depressa, resurgo.

Ac, velut undarum Fuctûs Ventìque, furorem

Irati Populi Rupes immotta repello.

Clarioré tenebris, cœlestis stella, corusco.

Victor æternum fœlici pace triumpho.

Auro fulgentem rutilo gemmisque micantem,

At curis Gravidam spernendo calco Coronam.

Spinosam, at ferri facilem, quo spes mea, Christi

Auxilio, Nobis non est tractare molestum.

Æternam, fixis fidei, semperque beatam

In Cœlos occulis specto, Mobìsque-paratam.

Quod vanum est, sperno; quod Christi Gratia præbet

Amplecti studium est: Virtutis Gloria merces.




T



Hough clogg'd with weights of miseries,

Palm-like depress'd, I higher rise.

And as th' unmoved Rock out-braves

The boyst'rous winds, and raging waves;

So triumph I. And shine more bright

In sad Affliction's darksom night.

That splendid, but yet toilsome Crown,

Regardlesly I trample down.

With joy I take this Crown of Thorn,

Though sharp, yet easie to be born.

That heav'nly Crown, already mine,

I view with eyes of faith divine.

I slight vain things; and do embrace

Glory, the just reward of Grace.





Τὸ Χῖ οὐδὲν ἠδίκησε τὴν πόλιν, οὐδὲ τὸ Κάππα.
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T His last Parliament I called, not more by others advice, and necessity of My affairs, then by my own choice and inclination; who have always thought the right way of Parliaments most safe for My Crown, and best pleasing to my People: And although I was not forgetfull of those sparks, which some mens distempers formerly studied to kindle in Parliaments, (which by forbearing to convene for some years, I hoped to have extinguished) yet resolving with My self to give all just satisfaction to modest and sober desires, and to redress all publick grievances in Church and State; I hoped (by My freedom and their moderation) to prevent all mis-understandings and miscarriages in this[1q]: In which as I feared, affairs would meet with some passion and prejudice in other men, so I resolved they should finde least of them in my self; not  doubting, but by the weight of Reason I should counterpoiz the over-ballancing of any Factions.

I was, indeed, sorry to hear with what partiality and popular heat, Elections were carried in many places; yet hoping that the gravity and discretion of other Gentlemen would allay and fix the Commons to a due temperament (guiding some mens well-meaning zeal by such rules of moderation as are best both to preserve and restore the health of all States and Kingdoms:) No man was better pleased with the convening of this Parliament then My self; who knowing best the largenesse of my own Heart toward my Peoples good and just contentment, pleased my self most in that good and firm understanding, which would hence grow between me and my people.

All jealousies being laid aside, my own and my Childrens Interests gave me many obligations to seek and preserve the love and welfare of my Subjects; The only temporal blessing that is left to the ambition of just Monarchs, as their greatest honour and safety, next Gods protection. I cared not to lessen my self in some things of my wonted Prerogative; since I knew I could be no loser, if I might gain but a recompence in my Subjects affections.

I intended not only to oblige my friends, but  mine enemies also: exceeding even the desires of those that were factiously discontented, if they did but pretend to any modest and sober sense.

The odium and offences which some mens rigor or remissnesse in Church and State had contracted upon my Government, I resolved to have expiated by such Laws and regulations for the future, as might not only rectifie what was amiss in practice, but supply what was defective in the constitution: No man having a greater zeal to see Religion setled, and preserved in Truth, Unitie, and Order then my self; whom it most concerns both in pietie and policie; as knowing, that, No flames of civil dissentions are more dangerous then those which make Religious pretensions the grounds of Factions.

I resolved to reform, what I should by free and full advice in Parliament be convinced to be amiss; and to grant whatever my Reason and Conscience told me was fit to be desired; I wish I had kept my self within those bounds, and not suffered my own Judgement to have been over-born in some things, more by others Importunities, then their Arguments; my confidence had less betrayed my self, and my Kingdoms, to those advantages, which some men sought for, who wanted nothing but power and occasion to do mischief.

But our sins being ripe, there was no preventing of Gods Justice, from reaping that glory in our Calamities, which we robbed him of in our prosperitie.

For thou (O Lord) hast made us see, That Resolutions of future Reforming, doe not alwayes satisfie thy justice, nor prevent thy Vengeance for former miscarriages.

Our sins have over-laid our hopes: Thou hast taught us to depend on thy mercies to forgive, not on our purpose to amend.

When thou hast vindicated thy glory by thy judgments, and hast shewed us how unsafe it is to offend thee, upon presumptions afterwards to please thee, Then I trust thy mercy will restore those blessings to us, which we have so much abused, as to force thee to deprive us of them.

For want of timely repentance of our sins, Thou givest us cause to Repent of those Remedies we too late apply.

Yet I doe not repent of my calling the last Parliament, because O Lord, I did it with an upright intention to thy glory, and My Peoples good.

The miseries which have ensued upon me and my Kingdoms, are the just effects of thy displeasure upon us; and may be yet, through thy mercy, preparatives of us to future blessings and better hearts to enjoy them.

O Lord, though thou hast deprived us of many former comforts; yet grant me and my People the benefit of our afflictions, and thy chastisements; that thy Rod as well as thy Staff may comfort us: Then shall we dare to account them the strokes not of an enemy, but a Father: when thou givest us those humble affections, that measure of patience in repentance which becomes thy Children; I shall have no cause to repent the miseries this Parliament hath occasioned, when by them thou hast brought me and my people unfeignedly to repent of the sins we have committed.

Thy grace is infinitely better with our sufferings, then our Peace could be with our sins.

O thou soveraign goodness and wisdom, who over-rulest all our Counsels; over-rule also all our hearts; That the worse things we suffer by thy Justice, the better we may be by thy mercie.

As our sins have turned our Antidotes into Poison, so let thy Grace turn our Poison into Antidotes.

As the sins of our Peace disposed us to this unhappy Warre, so let this War prepare us for thy blessed Peace.

That although I have but troublesom Kingdoms here, yet I may attain to that Kingdom of Peace in my Heart, and in thy Heaven, which Christ hath purchased, & thou wilt give to thy servant (though a sinner) for my Saviours sake. Amen.
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I Looked upon my Lord of Strafford, as a Gentleman, whose great abilities might make a Prince rather afraid, then ashamed to employ him in the greatest affairs of State.

For those were prone to create in him great confidence of undertakings, and this was like enough to betray him to great errors, and many enemies; whereof he could not but contract good store, while moving in so high a sphear, and with so vigorous a lustre, he must needs (as the Sun) raise many envious exhalations, which condensed by a popular odium, were capable to cast a cloud before the brightest merit and integrity.

Though I cannot in my judgement approve all he did, driven (it may be) by the necessities of times, and the Temper of that people, more then led by his own disposition to any height and rigour of actions: yet I could never be convinced of any such criminousness in him as willingly to expose his life to the stroke of Justice, and malice of his enemies. I never met with a more unhappy conjuncture of affairs, then in the businesse of that unfortunate  Earl: when between my own unsatisfiedness in Conscience, and a necessity (as some told me) of satisfying the importunities of some people, I was perswaded by those that I think wished Me well, to chuse rather what was safe, then what seemed just; preferring the outward peace of My Kingdoms with men, before that inward exactness of Conscience before God.

And indeed I am so far from excusing or denying that compliance on My part (for plenary consent it was not) to his destruction, whom in My judgment I thought not, by any clear law, guilty of death: That I never bare any touch of Conscience with greater regret: which as a sign of my repentance, I have often with sorrow confessed both to God and men, as an act of so sinfull frailty, that it discovered more a fear of man, then of God, whose name and place on earth no man is worthy to bear, who will avoid inconveniencies of State, by acts of so high injustice, as no publick convenience can expiate or compensate.

I see it a bad exchange to wound a mans own Conscience, thereby to salve State-sores[2q]; to calm the storms of popular discontents, by stirring up a tempest in a mans own bosome.

Nor hath Gods Justice failed in the event and sad consequences, to shew the world the fallacy of that Maxime, Better one man perish,  (though unjustly) then the people be displeased or destroyed.

For, In all likelihood I could never have suffered, with My people, greater calamities, (yet with greater comfort) had I vindicated Straffords innocency, at least by denying to Sign that destructive Bill, according to that Justice, which My conscience suggested to Me, then I have done since I gratified some mens unthankful importunities with so cruel a favour. And I have observed, that those, who counselled Me to sign that Bill, have been so far from receiving the rewards of such ingratiatings with the People, that no men have been harassed & crushed more then they: He onely hath been least vexed by them, who counselled Me, not to consent against the vote of My own Conscience: I hope God hath forgiven Me and them, the sinful rashness of that business.

To which being in My soul so fully conscious, those Judgements God hath pleased to send upon Me, are so much the more welcom, as a means (I hope) which his mercy hath sanctified so to Me, as to make Me repent of that unjust Act, (for so it was to Me) and for the future to teach Me, That the best rule of policie is, to prefer the doing of Justice, before all enjoyments[3q], and the peace of my Conscience before the preservation of My Kingdoms.

Nor hath any thing more fortified My resolutions against all those violent importunities, which since have sought to gain a like consent from Me, to Acts, wherein my Conscience is unsatisfied, then the sharp touches I have had for what passed Me, in My Lord of Straffords business.

Not that I resolved to have imployed him in My affairs, against the advise of my Parliament, but I would not have had any hand in his Death, of whose Guiltlesness I was better assured, then any man living could be.

Nor were the crimes objected against him so clear, as after a long and fair hearing to give convincing satisfaction to the Major part of both Houses; especially that of the Lords, of whom scarce a third part were present, when the bill passed that House: And for the House of Commons, many Gentlemen, disposed enough to diminish My Lord of Straffords greatness and power, yet unsatisfied of his guilt in Law, durst not condemn him to die: who for their integrity in their Votes, were by Posting their Names, exposed to the popular calumny, hatred and fury; which grew then so exorbitant in their clamours for Justice, (that is, to have both my self and the two Houses' Vote, and doe as they would have us) that many ('tis thought) were rather terrified to concur with the condemning party, then satisfied  that of right they ought so to doe.

And that after-Act vacating the Authority of the precedent, for future imitation sufficiently tels the world, that some remorse touched even his most implacable enimies, as knowing he had very hard measure, and such as they would be very loath should be repeated to themselves.

This tendernesse and regret I find in my soul, for having any hand (and that very unwillingly God knows) in shedding one mans bloud unjustly, (though under the colour and formalities of Justice, and pretences of avoiding publick mischiefs) which may (I hope) be some evidence before God and man, to all posterity, that I am far from bearing justly the vast load and guilt of all that blood which hath been shed in this unhappy War; which some men will needs charge on me, to ease their own souls, who am, and ever shall be, more affraid to take away any mans life unjustly then to lose my own.

But then, O God, of thy infinit mercies forgive me that act of sinfull compliance, which hath greater aggravations upon me then any man, Since I had not the least temptation of envy, or malice against him, and by my place should, at least so farre, have been a preserver of him, as to have denied my consent to his destruction.

O Lord, I acknowledge my transgression, and my sin is ever before me.

Deliver me from blood-guiltiness O God, thou God of my salvation, and my tongue shall sing of thy righteousness.

Against thee have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight, for thou sawest the contradiction between my heart and my hand.

Yet cast me not away from thy presence, purge me with the blood of my Redeemer, and I shall be clear; wash me with that pretious effusion, and I shall be whiter then snow.

Teach me to learn Righteousnesse by thy Iudgements, and to see my frailtie in thy Iustice: while I was perswaded by shedding one mans bloud to prevent after-troubles, thou hast for that, among other sins, brought upon mee, and upon my Kingdoms, great, long, and heavy troubles.

Make me to prefer Iustice, which is thy Will, before all contrary clamours, which are but the discoveries of mans injurious will.

It is too much that they have once overcome me, to please them by displeasing thee: O never suffer me for any reason of State, to go against my Reason of Conscience, Which is highly to sin against thee, the God of Reason, and Iudge of our Consciences.

Whatever, O Lord, thou seest fit to deprive me of, yet restore unto me the joy of thy Salvation, and ever uphold me with thy free Spirit; which subjects my will to non: but the light of Reason, Justice, and Religion, which shines in my Soul; for thou desirest Truth in the inward parts, and Integritie in the outward expressions.

Lord, hear the voice of thy Sons, and my Saviours bloud, which speaks better things; O make me, and my People, to hear the voice of Joy and Gladness, that the bones which thou hast broken, may rejoice in thy salvation.




3. Vpon His Majesties going to the House of Commons.


Table of Contents



M Y going to the House of Commons to demand Justice upon the five Members, was an act which my Enemies loaded with all the obloquies and exasperations they could.

It filled indifferent men with great jealousies and fears; yea, and many of my Friends resented it, as a motion rising rather from Passion then Reason, and not guided with such discretion as the touchiness of those times required.

But these men knew not the just motives, and pregnant grounds, with which I thought myself so furnished, that there needed nothing to such evidence, as I could have produced against those I charged, save onely a free and legall Trial, which was all I desired.

Nor had I any temptation of displeasure or revenge against those mens persons, further then I had discovered those (as I thought) unlawfull correspondencies they had used, and engagements they had made to embroyl my Kingdoms: of all which I missed but little to have produced Writings under some mens own hands, who were the chief contrivers of the following Innovations.

Providence would not have it so; yet I wanted not such probabilities as were sufficient to raise jealousies in any Kings heart, who is not wholly stupid and neglective of the publick Peace; which to preserve, my calling in question half a dozen men, in a fair and legall way (which God knows, was all my design) could have amounted to no worse effect, had it succeeded, then either to do Me and my Kingdom right, in case they had been found guilty; or else to have cleared their innocency, and removed my suspicion: which, as they were not raised out of any malice, so neither were they in reason to be smothered.

What flames of discontent this spark (though I sought by all speedy and possible means to quench it) soon kindled, all the world is witnesse: The aspersion which some men cast upon that action, as if I had designed by force to assault the House of Commons, and invade their Priviledge, is so false, that, as God best knows, I had no such intent; so none that attended Me could justly gather from any thing I then said or did, the least intimation of any such thoughts.

That I went attended with some Gentlemen, as it was no unwonted thing for the Majesty and safety of a King so to be attended, especially in discontented times; so were my Followers at that time short of my ordinary Guard, and no way proportionable to hazard a tumultuary conflict. Nor were they more scared at my coming, then I was unassured of not having some affronts cast upon me, if I had none to be with Me to preserve a reverence to Me: for many people had (at that time) learned to think those hard thoughts, which they have since abundantly vented against Me, both by words and deeds.

The sum of that businesse was this,

Those men and their adherents were then look'd upon by the affrighted vulgar, as greater Protectors of their Laws and Liberties then my Self, and so worthier of their protection. I  leave them to God and their own Consciences, who, if guilty of evill machinations, no present impunity, or popular vindications of them will be subterfuge sufficient to rescue them from those exact Tribunals.

To which, in the obstructions of Justice among men, we must religiously appeal, as being an argument to us Christians of that after unavoidable Judgement, which shall re-judge what among men is but corruptly decided, or not at all.

I endeavoured to have prevented, if God had seen fit, those future commotions which I foresaw, would in all likelyhood follow some mens activity (if not restrained) and so now hath done to the undoing of many thousands; the more is the pity.

But to over-awe the freedom of the Houses, or to weaken their just Authority by any violent impressions upon them, was not at all my design: I thought I had so much Justice and Reason on my side, as should not have needed so rough assistance: and I was resolved rather to bear the repulse with patience, then to use such hazardous extremities.

But thou, O Lord art my witnesse in heaven, and in my Heart: If I have purposed any violence or oppression against the Innocent: or if there were any such wickednes in my thoughts.

Then let the enemy persecute my soul, and tread my life to the ground, and lay mine Honour in the dust.

Thou that seest not as man seeth, but lookest beyond all popular appearances, searching the heart, and trying the reins, and bringing to light the hidden things of darknesse, shew thy self.

Let not my afflictions be esteemed (as with wise and







4. Upon the Insolency of the Tumults.





































5. Upon His Majesties passing the Bill for the Trienniall Parliaments: And after, setling this, during the pleasure of the two Houses.


































6. Upon His Majesties retirement from Westminster.




























OEBPS/text/00004.png





OEBPS/text/00001.jpg
KING OF ENGLAND CHARLES

(ANNOTATED)
JOHN GAUDEN,





OEBPS/text/00006.png
2L828TC2E8R
FETeeSIe





OEBPS/text/00005.png





