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The Evolution of Political Communication
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Before delving into a topic, it is essential, at the very least, to provide a general definition of what will be the central theme of this work: political communication. It can be defined as the exchange and discussion of content of public-political interest produced by the political system, the media system, and the citizen-voter, to gain, exercise, or influence power. These few lines not only identify and explain the subject to be addressed but also clarify the number and scope of the actors involved. The term "political system" generally refers to the set of political institutions that underpin a country's political life. This group, therefore, includes the legislature (the House and the Senate), the government (central and local), and the judiciary. However, political parties, movements, and pressure groups should not be excluded from this category. The messages they produce are primarily institutional in nature, especially for the first entities mentioned, whereas for the latter, the term political-party communication is typically used.

The term "media system" refers to the totality of media institutions that produce and disseminate knowledge. This category includes mass media such as television, radio, and the press, as well as the so-called "new media" that build on the potential of the Internet. The final major subject mentioned in the definition of political communication is the citizen-voter, who cannot be easily identified within an organized structure, even though individual citizens may organize themselves into groups and associations to make their voices heard. Very often, experts in the field tend to offer collective representations of the citizen-voter, identifying them with abstract concepts such as public opinion or the electorate, which, in fact, are more nominal than real, existing only at a given moment. Public opinion exists at the moment of the poll; the electorate exists at the moment of the vote.

Among these three actors, the flow of information unfolds through multidirectional exchanges in which each actor produces, conveys, and receives messages with political content, formulated in various forms depending on the "role" they assume in a given situation and the tools employed. Consequently, the exchanges between these three actors differ in nature, intensity, frequency, and content. These interactions take place in the mediatized public sphere, which will be analyzed later; it is defined this way because the media have heavily shaped the environment in which messages circulate. The mediatization of politics, however, is not merely the use of the media but a process that alters and shapes the forms and substance of communication among the three actors. Although the initial definition is correct and widely accepted among experts in the field, it does not fully capture the extreme complexity of political communication. The expression itself is a combination of two terms well known to most people. It suggests a certain reciprocity between the world of communication (news, press, television) and that of politics (parties, leaders, candidates, Parliament). 

This simplicity is only apparent, as political communication is interdisciplinary, spanning fields such as political science, sociology, anthropology, communication studies, and psychology. Each of these disciplines studies the phenomenon through its own lens, making this subject multifaceted, as findings from one discipline's research serve as a starting point for analysis in another. Nevertheless, the complexity of the subject is not determined solely by the field's multidisciplinary nature, but also by intrinsic characteristics such as the content of the messages and the various channels used to transmit them.

In general, communication is a phenomenon that has existed since ancient times, even though it has only become a subject of study in more recent years. A similar trajectory applies to political communication, which, in fact, began when Greek philosophy started to reflect on concepts such as power, authority, and democracy, examining the political relationships between individuals within the same community. In this regard, it is impossible not to mention two figures such as Plato and Aristotle, who, naturally, in their works, observing the political reality in which they lived, never use the word “communication,” but address a topic that remains contentious even today and will be the subject of in-depth analysis in the pages that follow, namely, the power of rhetoric. More precisely, the topic at the center of the debate is the effect of persuasive discourse on the public. For the two philosophers, rhetoric is the art of persuasion par excellence and, together with the autonomous yet complementary disciplines of dialectic and sophistry, it plays a decisive role in determining the quality and direction of power relations and in the struggle for power










	moving beyond Lazarsfeld’s “limited effects” model;

	a holistic perspective in the study of political communication processes;

	a mixed cognitive approach;

	incorporation of normative perspectives in the study of how media systems function in the political arena;

	focus on the interaction between media systems and political systems and on their mutual influence;

	American influence on audience research is still evident.

	analysis of trends and changes in political communication processes;

	An overly internal and national focus of research that hinders collaboration and exchange among researchers.
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