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Chana Sarah Abarbanel Anchkovsky z’l

 

    The dedication of this book is to the memory of our great grandmother, Chana Sarah Abarbanel Anchkovsky, a remarkable woman. Born in the small town of Grajewo, Poland, in 1851, she survived poverty, pogroms and anti-Semitism by using her wits. She was a descendant of Don Isaac Abravanel (also referred to as Abarbanel), treasurer to King Ferdinand of Spain in the fifteenth century. 

Chana Sarah was married to Yisrael Shraga Anchkovsky, with whom she raised their seven children – Libbe, Moishe, Joseph, Louis, Rachel, Fagel and Chaya – to cherish the importance of education, concern for others, and pride in their Jewish heritage. 

After Yisrael Shraga died an untimely death, Chana Sarah continued to raise her family according to the standards that she and her husband had established. Although poverty made this a difficult challenge, Chana Sarah, a hard worker with a clear vision, raised a family whose members cared deeply for one another, while attaining high levels of educational and professional success.

Chana Sarah immigrated to the United States in the first decade of the twentieth century, making a home in New York City first for herself, and afterwards for numerous other family members. By establishing a bank account in her new country, she was able to sponsor many members of her family for their immigrations to America. She helped them adjust to their new life by finding jobs, housing and appropriate spouses for them. She was a powerful force in facilitating adjustment to American life for her children, grandchildren, cousins and other relatives. She died in New York City in 1926.   
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Chana Sarah Abarbanel Anchkovsky

 


Introduction

 

You might not have heard of some of the women included in this book. Some of them are famous, while others are less well known. Each chapter describes the life of an extraordinary woman whose story, religious beliefs, practices and social background make her an amazing role model.  What the women have in common is that each of them admirably exemplifies Jewish values, encouraging readers to emulate the lifestyle choices of them all. It was not easy to limit the selection to only a select few from the tremendous number of unusual women who contributed their special qualities in so many ways throughout Jewish history.  We hope that as you read about each woman, you will understand why each one was chosen to tell her story.  

Deborah the Prophet followed God’s direction, eventually leading the Israelites to victory. You will read about her clear vision, strong belief in God, and special ability to convince others to stand tall when faced with overwhelming challenges. 

Queen Esther and Doña Gracia Nasi were incredibly adept at carefully and decisively thinking when faced with extremely difficult situations. Both women skillfully devised plans that ultimately saved their people and preserved their Jewish identity, often at the risk of losing their own lives. 

From Glückel of Hameln we learn the importance of honesty in all our dealings with others, no matter how challenging life becomes. The integrity that Gluckel demonstrated in every aspect of her life demonstrates the centrality of this value to her existence. 

Hannah Szenes and Golda Meir had many opportunities to live comfortable quiet lives. Instead, each chose to accept the hardships of difficult challenges, believing that she could change the destiny of her fellow Jews through political and military confrontation. 

Both Rebecca Gratz and Rebecca Reuben devoted their lives to creating important Jewish institutions that changed the lives of numerous young Jews in their worlds. They chose to be mother, teacher and community leader to a great many in their grateful communities rather than to only a few in their private lives. We continue to benefit from their great achievements even today.

Anna Tico and Naomi Shemer expressed their deep love and attachment to Israel through their art, enriching the lives of Israelis as well as worldwide Jewry. Their messages live on today through their dynamic works. 

The accomplishments of Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Abby Joseph Cohen have shown how modern Jewish women can follow their dreams while being faithful to their families, their communities and the Jewish people. Both Justice Ginsburg and Abby Joseph Cohen made choices every day, some small and some large, all of which, amazingly, affected many others, Jews and non-Jews, throughout the world. 

Each woman described in the book is unique in the way she was influenced by her family, by the mores during which she lived and by the way she chose to respond to those influences. Each woman’s story shows how she lived a Jewish life, rich in Jewish values, while remaining free to pursue her cherished dreams.

We cannot predict how each of us will respond to circumstances in our environment. We know only that we have choices, and we imagine ways in which we would like to live while being influenced by those whom we admire. 

As you read about each of these women, think about how you might choose to live your life. Can you be strong and intelligent in making your decisions? Will you be able to pursue your interests and talents while remaining true to your people, your family and your core values? Perhaps the choices you make in your life will make you an inspiration to others as you fulfill your dreams. 

 


1

Deborah

Judge, Prophet and Military Leader
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Deborah

 

Deborah, a Remarkable Woman

Have you ever heard of someone who seemed so unusual that others were able to recognize that uniqueness? Have you ever met a woman who was so special that both men and women came to her for advice?  

Deborah appears in chapters 4 and 5 of the Book of Judges, in the Bible, where we read:

Deborah was a prophetess. She judged Israel at that time.

She is one of seven Jewish women considered biblical prophets. The others are Sarah, Miriam, Hannah, Abigail, Hulda and Esther. What are the characteristics of a prophetess? What was it about Deborah that would qualify her for such a special title? 

Deborah was a national leader who saved her people, the Israelites, more than three thousand years ago. The Israelites, who lived in a Northern Province of the Land of Israel, were constantly being harassed by the Canaanites and their leader Sisera. The Canaanites are mentioned often in the Torah. They were a people living alongside the Israelites and sometimes caused problems for the Israelite people.

Deborah, an incredibly brave woman, helped her people by stoically facing responsibilities that no one else was willing or able to accept. She stood up to Sisera, an enemy who was so frightening that not one other Israelite man or woman was willing to encounter.  How was it possible that a single woman was able to save her people?

The respect and love that Deborah’s people felt for her is expressed in the Israelites’ song of victory, which was written after she helped them defeat the Canaanites. The people sang: 

Until you arose, Deborah, until you arose, a mother in Israel. 

One can only imagine the people’s deep feelings of love and amazement for her selfless acts. 

 

Deborah’s Relationship with Her Israelite People

Deborah’s unusual abilities to speak in the name of God made others want to listen. Her Israelite people visited her regularly, seeking advice, guidance and judgment. In those situations, she helped them understand their responsibilities to each other and to society. All who encountered her respected and admired her, recognizing that she was remarkably different from everyone else.  

She never went out to meet her visitors, but always sat in the same public place so that anyone needing her advice would know where to find her. She sat under a palm tree known as Tomer Deborah (Hebrew for “Deborah’s palm tree”), between Beth El and Ramah, two well-known places in the Land of Israel. 

Deborah always behaved very discreetly and thoughtfully, sitting in a very public place so that no one would accuse her of doing anything wrong or dishonest. She wanted to avoid being alone with a strange man in her home since many of those who sought her advice were men. She never accepted payment for her judgments, but was always happy to help others. 

She not only gave judgments, but also provided guidance to those who needed to make important decisions. She helped them understand their responsibilities to one another and to their society.

 

A Nation Divided 

When the People of Israel became a nation, they were divided into tribes, each with its own territory. They did not feel like a united people, often displaying little concern for members of the other tribes. The Canaanites took advantage of the fact that the People of Israel were not united, attacking the tribes separately, making the Israelites’ daily lives terribly fearful. 

The Book of Judges tells us: 

…the highways ceased, 

And the travelers walked through byways.

Deborah’s people were too frightened to walk down the main roads because the enemy might be lurking in ambush, waiting to attack them, which they often did. They preferred walking in safety on back roads where they feel safe in not being seen. 

We learn of the difficult Israelite life from the Book of Judges: 

The rulers ceased in Israel, they ceased.  

King Jabin, ruler of the Canaanite kingdom of Hazor, along with his army, led by Sisera, had made the Israelites suffer for twenty years. The Canaanites’ iron chariots enabled them to control all major roads and passages through the valleys. With no iron weapons, or a strong leader, the Israelites felt powerless against their Canaanite enemies.  The Book of Judges tells us that the desperate Israelite cried out to God for help: 

And the Israelites cried to God, because he [Sisera] had nine hundred iron chariots; and he oppressed the children of Israel terribly for twenty years. 

But remarkably, this was about to change. 

 

Deborah Helps Her People 

Deborah believed passionately in her people’s ability to win a war against their enemies. Even though she was usually a peaceful person, preferring to sit under her palm tree giving judgment and advice to others, she was willing to fight for them if necessary. Have you ever met or even heard of such a person? 

One day, she called for Barak, the chief of the Israelite army and told him: 

The God of Israel commands you: ‘Go to Mount Tabor and take ten thousand men of the tribes of Naphtali and Zebulun with you.’ 

Mount Tabor was a well-known mountain with a rounded summit. If soldiers took positions on top of the mountain, they would have the strategic advantage to see on all sides. By spotting the enemy before being seen from below, they could attack first. 

Barak knew that Deborah was a prophet who delivered God’s message and he respected her opinions because of that relationship. Still, the Israelite army had no weapons that would work well against the Canaanites’ nine hundred iron chariots. How would Barak convince Israelite soldiers to listen to him? He knew that wouldn’t be easy. 

Deborah seemed extremely confident. She continued to press Barak, telling him: 

God said, ‘I will bring the captain of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and soldiers to you in the Kishon River and I will make you successful.’

Deborah showed no hesitation, emphasizing that at the right time, Barak would be able to move his forces down from Mount Tabor so that he could attack Sisera’s camps. She explained that, afterwards, a battle would take place in a Canaanite town called Taanakh, near the river of Megiddo. 

In the end, Deborah’s efforts were successful. She seemed so convinced, and emphasized that God would help the Israelites. After listening to her inspiring words, Barak felt more confident to gather his soldiers and go to war. Still, he was not ready to lead the army by himself. The image of Sisera leading the Canaanite army was frightening. Barak wanted to make sure that Deborah would be nearby. He was encouraged by her steady assurance and recognized her special qualities to communicate with God. He told her: 

If you go with me, I will go. If you do not, I will not go. 

Barak understood that God would be with Deborah and that if he stayed with her, God would protect him too. Barak wanted to be protected by the presence of God as he led his army. 

Deborah assured him: 

I will surely go with you, but then you will not get the honor [of having saved the people of Israel] because you will not go alone…God will make Sisera fall by the hand of a woman. 

She predicted that the people would believe that she – and not Barak – had won the battle and it would be embarrassing for a man to need a woman to help him win a battle. Still, Barak insisted that Deborah stay nearby as he fought.

 

The Battle 

Deborah arose and went with Barak and his army up to Mount Tabor. Meanwhile, when Sisera learned that Barak and his army were on the mountain, he felt confident that it would be easy for his soldiers to fight the Israelites. It always had been so before. Believing that he would easily win the battle against the Israelites, just as he had for the past twenty years, Barak called for his nine hundred iron chariots and his Canaanite soldiers. 

Suddenly, Deborah ordered Barak: 

Arise! This very day, God will deliver Sisera to you [and you will save your people]. 

She suddenly had an amazing realization! During this rainy season, Barak needed to take immediate advantage of the flooding of the Kishon brook, where Sisera’s soldiers were assembled with their heavy iron chariots. If Barak moved down quickly from the mountain to the valley, he would be able to invade Sisera’s camps. Since Barak trusted Deborah’s advice, he went down from Mount Tabor with ten thousand men after him. 

Then there was a battle between the two armies at the flooded Kishon brook where Sisera’s heavy iron chariots sank deep into the muddy earth, unable to move. 

God threw Sisera and all his chariots and army into a panic.

Now the Israelite army, with its lighter weapons, moved quickly, defeating the Canaanites as they remained stuck in the mud of the Kishon brook. That day, the Israelites soldiers were able to overcome all of the chariots and killed all of Sisera’s army who were stuck in the mud, except for one.

 

Sisera Flees 

Who was the one soldier the Israelites did not kill? When Sisera saw what was happening, he leaped from his chariot and ran away as fast as he could. With no soldiers to help him, he looked around for a safe hiding place. Where could he go? Suddenly he noticed a tent that looked like a good place to hide. 

A woman named Yael lived in that tent. She was a member of the Kenite tribe, a non-Israelite group that was friendly with both the Israelites and the Canaanites. When Yael looked outside and saw Sisera running away from his defeated army, she recognized him as the leader of the Israelites’ enemy. She called to him: 

Come in. Do not be afraid. 

Yael’s tent seemed like a safe and comfortable place to hide. When Sisera entered, Yael seemed to show him kindness, even offering him a blanket to cover himself.  He told Yael: 

Please give me some water. I am thirsty. 

Instead of water, Yael gave him milk and offered him a place to rest. After Sisera drank the milk, he felt very sleepy. He was exhausted! He had worked hard fighting against the Israelites and running away from them. Was it also having drunk the milk that made him sleepy? Before lying down, he instructed Yael:  

Stand at the door of the tent, and if any man comes and asks you, ‘Is anyone here?’ say ‘No’. 

Perhaps he knew that the Israelites had seen him running away. He lay down, and, before long, fell into a deep sleep. As soon as Yael saw that he was asleep, she killed him. Why did she do that? Had she seen the battle between the Israelites and the Canaanites? Had she observed Sisera running away from the battle? Yael looked outside her tent, and noticed that Barak was searching for Sisera. She called to Barak: 

Come and I will show you the man you are looking for. 

Barak entered Yael’s tent and found Sisera lying dead inside. He realized that because of Yael’s incredible courage, the Israelites would never again have to fear Sisera’s harsh cruelty. Barak was incredibly grateful and in admiration of Yael’s help to the Israelite army. 

This was the end of the cruel hardship caused by the Canaanite army.  Free of Sisera, his Canaanite soldiers, and their nine hundred chariots, the Israelites could now live without fear in their own land. And they could travel on their own roads without being afraid.  After twenty difficult and frightening years the Israelite people could relax and enjoy life in their own land. They celebrated joyfully. 

 

Deborah’s Song 

After the victory, Deborah led the women of Israel in her victory song, which it is believed that she wrote. Called “Deborah’s Song of Victory”, the song describes all the events of the battle against the Canaanites, praising God and recounting the series of events that occurred from the time of the Israelites’ oppression until Sisera’s death at the hands of Yael. The song explains that it was God who helped the Israelites win the war against the Canaanites, as it says: 

I will sing praise to the Lord, the God of Israel. 

The Israelites sang, giving thanks to God for having made them successful in the battle for their freedom. The Book of Judges tells us: 

The people of the Lord went down to the gates.

The Israelites’ victory over the Canaanites is considered a turning point, after which they felt brave enough to stand up to their enemies. Thus began a permanent decline of the Canaanite kingdom and a forty-year period of peace for Israel. Never again would they allow others to oppress them. 

 

Remembering Deborah 

As a woman judge, Deborah was unique. As a woman prophet, she was unusual. She was skillful in using her special abilities to transmit God’s message to the Israelites during their time of distress. Thanks to her forceful personality, strong patriotism, and faith in God, she succeeded in uniting the tribes of Israel as a single nation. 

Today, approximately three thousand years later, we think about the way Deborah took charge of a near disastrous situation and changed the direction of the Israelites’ history. We are amazed, grateful and inspired by her. At the same time, we should not forget Yael, a Kenite woman who thought quickly, decisively, and fearlessly, doing what she believed was the right thing to do for her friends, the Israelite people.
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The Nebraska State Capitol in Lincoln, Nebraska. This panel on the  northwest corner of the building is titled "Deborah Judging Israel". (Wikimedia Commons)

 

 

Think About It:


	Can you think of a modern woman who has accomplished things similar to Deborah’s achievements? Who is that woman?



	Do you think Deborah was correct in advising Barak as she did? Why?



	What do you think helped Barak and the Israelites win the battle against the Canaanites? 



	How do you think Barak felt when he was with Deborah?



	Have you ever felt the need to advise someone to react courageously when faced with a complicated and frightening situation? 



	What do you think about Yael and what she did to Sisera? 





 

Learn More: 

Read a description of the War of Deborah and the Song of Deborah in the Book of Judges, chapter 4, verse 1 through Chapter 5, verse 31.

 

Devora by Eryn London. 

https://www.sefaria.org.il/sheets/42896?lang=bi
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Esther

The Queen Who Saved Her People
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Esther, a Remarkable Woman

Some of what we know about Esther is presented in the Book of Esther. Some of what we know is midrash (or midrashim which is plural). A midrash is an ancient writing, or rabbinic legend, created by Rabbis who try to explain Torah information by writing a story about it. 

Esther was a beautiful young woman who was, unexpectedly and against her will, placed in a difficult situation. Try to imagine what her life was like before she was suddenly and surprisingly made a Queen. And it seems that no one was more shocked than she was at this sudden turn of events. According to a midrash, Esther had most likely led a quiet, Jewish life, living with her cousin Mordechai.  

Nevertheless, her surprising patience with her new life situation and her careful planning assured a positive outcome for herself, her family and her people. Even though she was certainly fearful at times, she learned to be brave and strong, overcoming challenges for which she could never have prepared beforehand. How could someone in such a dangerous situation, and especially someone so young and inexperienced, have saved so many lives, starting with her own? 

 

Who Was Esther? 

We learn about Esther’s life from the Scroll of Esther (Megillat Esther) which we read every year on Purim. 

Esther lived in the city of Shushan with her cousin, Mordechai… He brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter; for she had neither father nor mother…and when her father and mother were dead, Mordechai raised her as his own. 

While her Hebrew name was Hadassah, Esther – the name by which she was known – was Persian. A midrash explaining this story in greater depth tells us that Esther’s father died before she was born and her mother died soon after Esther’s birth.

 

Esther Becomes Queen 

King Ahasuerus ruled over a large empire that was divided into one hundred twenty-seven provinces. His palace was in the Persian capital city of Shushan. 

Ahasuerus was searching for just the right young woman to replace his former Queen, Vashti. In an effort to help the King find the most beautiful young woman in the kingdom, his officers suggested: 

Let the King appoint commissioners in all of the provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather together every beautiful young maiden to Shushan the capital… [to choose one of them as the new Queen].

The King agreed, and many young women, including Esther, were taken to the palace in Shushan, likely against their will. Although Esther preferred her life at home in Mordechai’s care, she knew that she had no choice in the matter. If she did not do as the King ordered, she might be put to death.  While she surely must have been very frightened, she knew she would be required to remain calm, for her own safety and the safety of her cousin Mordechai. 

All of the young women who were taken by the King’s strongmen were kept in the palace harem, the women’s wing of the royal palace, where they were forced to stay with the King’s many wives and wives-to-be for twelve months before being taken to meet the King. 

During the time that the young women lived in the harem they were made to look as beautiful as possible before being taken to meet with the King. For many months they were given makeup, perfume and jewelry to prepare them for the meeting, where each woman hoped to be chosen Queen. 

When Mordechai learned that Esther had been taken to the King’s palace, he was worried and upset. But what could he do? He knew that it would not be possible for him, an ordinary Jewish person, to change the situation.  

Day after day, as he worried about Esther’s safety, he walked as close as possible to the harem, hoping for news of her welfare. Occasionally, when he was able to come close enough to speak with her, he warned her to never tell anyone who her family was, or that she was Jewish. Esther promised to do as Mordechai advised. 

After all of the young women in the harem were brought to Ahasuerus, he made his decision. It was clear that Esther was his choice. He placed the royal crown on her head, declaring her Queen. In celebration, he gave a banquet for all of his officials and servants, and called it “Esther’s Banquet”. 

In her new role as Queen, Esther must have been confused and worried. Why had the King chosen her to be his Queen? She was a young Jewish girl, mostly living at home with her cousin Mordechai. What would she be required to do in her new role as Queen? One thing she was sure of:  She would always obey Mordechai’s instructions, never telling anyone about her family or that she belonged to the Jewish people. 

 

A Problem in Shushan 

Mordechai would sometimes sit at the palace gate, a place where he might hear from passersby about how Esther was doing in the harem. One day, as he sat there, he heard two of the King’s guards, Bigthan and Teresh, plotting to kill King Ahasuerus. Mordechai realized that he might be able to stop the killing of Ahasuerus. He told Queen Esther what he had heard and Esther reported it to the King. When the King investigated the situation and found it to be true, Bigthan and Teresh were hanged. 

Soon afterwards, King Ahasuerus promoted a man named Haman, one of his officials, to the highest post in the kingdom. Haman was now permitted to sit on a chair that was higher than those of all the other officials. By order of the King, everyone in the kingdom was required to kneel and bow down before Haman. Everyone obeyed; everyone, that is, except for Mordechai. 

The royal servants at the King’s gate asked Mordechai: 

Why do you disobey the King’s command? 

Mordechai did not answer. Although the royal servants asked this question day after day, Mordechai still gave no reply. Finally, the servants reported the incident to Haman, who was furious with anger. When Haman learned that Mordechai was a Jew, he decided, in revenge, to have every Jew in Ahasuerus’s empire put to death. “This would be an excellent punishment for Mordechai’s insult!” he shouted, fuming. 

Haman thought of a scheme to kill all the Jews. He told Ahasuerus: 

There is a certain group of people scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws are different from those of every other people.  They do not observe the King’s laws, and it is not good for the King to tolerate them. If it please the King, let an order be given for their destruction, and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the King’s treasury. 

Upon hearing this, the King was very happy to learn that Haman would pay all that money to the Persian treasury, just for punishing a people whom the King didn’t even know. Those people did seem very disloyal so the King gave his ring to Haman, assuring royal backing of Haman’s plan. He told Haman: 

The silver and the people are both given to you to do with as you see fit. 

The King’s secretaries wrote down the decree and Haman sealed it with the King’s ring. Messengers then carried the decree to officials throughout the empire so they too would know that the plan was to kill all the Jews in King Ahasuerus’ empire. The inhabitants of all the 127 provinces were ordered to kill all the Jews, young and old, children and women, on one particular day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month (the Hebrew month of Adar). They were also ordered to steal all of the Jews’ property once they had completed their bloody work.  Delighted that his scheme against the Jews would now be carried out, Haman was thrilled when the King invited him to join his royal banquet. 

When the order to kill the Jews was announced, the city of Shushan was thrown into confusion. The Jews were shocked. Mordechai was deeply distraught, and tore his clothing, put on sackcloth and sprinkled his head with ashes, customary Jewish signs of deep distress and mourning. In every province under King Ahasuerus’s rule, the terrified Jews wept and prayed. 

 

Esther’s Challenge 

Since Queen Esther had not been told of the King’s decree, she did not know that the Jews were now in danger of being killed. Her sheltered life inside the palace did not permit her to receive news freely from the outside. 

Mordechai was anxious to contact Esther and let her know what was happening to Jews outside the walls of the King’s palace. She would be the only person who could intercede with the King. Mordechai wasn’t sure what Esther would be able to do, but someone had to do something and there was no one else to intercede. 

Mordechai had a plan. He gave one of Esther’s servants a copy of the King’s new decree and hoped it would reach Esther. When Esther saw it, she became terribly upset. But what would she be able to do? She felt that she had no power to change a decree. Mordechai sent a message to Esther urging her to go to the King and plead with him to save her people. After all, she was the Queen! But how could she go before the King uninvited? By the law of the kingdom, if anyone, even the Queen herself, appeared before the King without an invitation, he or she could be killed on the spot. What, then, was Esther to do? 

Esther explained this to Mordechai: 

All the King’s messengers and the people of the King’s provinces know that if any person, man or woman, enters the King’s presence in the inner court without having been summoned, there is but one law for him – that he be put to death. Only if the King holds out his golden scepter to him may he live. Now I have not been summoned to visit the King for the past thirty days. 

After learning Esther’s response, Mordechai sent her a more urgent message: 

Do not imagine that you, of all the Jews, will escape with your life by being in the King’s palace. On the contrary: if you keep silent in this crisis, relief and deliverance will come to the Jews from another source, while you and your family will perish. And who knows? Perhaps you have been chosen to be Queen for just such a crisis. 

Now Esther was really afraid. What if he was right? What if she really had been placed there to save her family and her people? This was such a big responsibility!

 

A Change in Esther’s Perspective 

Esther thought and thought about what Mordechai was asking her to do, and about what could happen to her and her people if Haman had his way. Was there anything she could do to save her Jewish people? She was just a young girl and now she was Queen of Persia and was told by Mordechai that she would be responsible for saving her people. She must have felt overwhelmed and terribly anxious! This was such a frightening time for her! Finally, it came to her. She thought of a plan. She hoped it would work but she wasn’t convinced it would. Then she sent her answer to Mordechai: 

Go, gather all the Jews who live in Shushan and fast on my behalf. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will observe the same fast. Then I will go to the King, though it is against the law; and if I am to die, I will die. 

When Mordechai received the message, he left the palace and did exactly as Esther had commanded. 

 

Esther’s Plan 

Now came the next part of Esther’s plan. On the third day after she had made her decision, she dressed as a Queen, putting on her richest and most elegant robes, jewelry and cosmetics. Even though the King had not summoned her, she was preparing for a special – although very anxious – meeting with him. She knew that she was taking a terrible risk but she had to do it. 

As Esther stood with her two maids in the inner court of the King’s palace, she looked especially elegant and beautiful. Even though she was trembling inside, she knew she must not show it, and she forced herself to smile. 

As she stood facing the King’s throne room, King Ahasuerus sat on his throne looking toward the entrance. When he noticed Esther, he must have been furious. No one was permitted to visit the King uninvited; not even the Queen!! 

Esther could tell that the King was angry, and she was frightened. What would happen next? She kept thinking of Mordechai’s words and knew that she needed to be strong. She could not turn back now. She was the only one who could save her people. 

The King then noticed how beautiful Esther looked. Suddenly, he was struck by how much he loved her
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Now when the turn of Esther, the daughter of Avihail, uncle of
Mordechai, who had taken (adopted) her for a daughter, came
to go in to the king, she requested nothing, except what Hegai
the king'’s chamberlain, the guard of the women, would say, and
Esther obtained grace in the eyes of all who beheld her.

MEGILLAT ESTHER 2:15
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