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TO THE SWEET VALENTINE that stole my heart...

Mark Reid, billionaire Alex Reid’s brother, is full of cheesy Valentine quotes. He has a wonderful Valentine’s weekend planned for Erica. He’s going to whisk her away to a resort and spa—which includes a romantic Valentine’s Day dinner, complete with black tie and formal invites. 

He’s got arranged everything to a tee, even dropped his baby daughter Emily off at Alex and Jamie’s for the weekend. Now it’s just him and his wife, celebrating not only their love, but what they accomplished during the past year. 

It’s a time for them to catch up and connect on a more personal level, and it’s working out perfectly. Except Erica still sometimes feels haunted by her mistakes, and struggles to forgiver herself for the things she did. 

Add a few difficult guests to the mix and the weekend becomes something wonderful, exciting, and grand. 

“Anyone can catch your eye, but it takes someone special to catch your heart.”
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EMILY LAY ON HER BACK on the changing table, kicking her legs. She pumped them up and down as if she was getting ready to run a marathon.

“Now, hold still, little miss,” I said, trying to get the diaper to stay put while she wriggled. Changing her diaper used to be so much easier when she lay still, but since she’d started crawling, that was a thing of the past.

“Are you in a good mood today?” I asked, looking into her bright eyes. Erica’s eyes.

Emily answered by blowing spit bubbles at me and squealing that turned into giggles.

“You are in a great mood!” I laughed, tickling her so that she squealed and kicked even more. “But we have to hurry. Mommy’s going to be back soon and we want to be out of here by then, don’t we?”

I had no idea how much she understood. Sometimes it felt like Emily understood a lot more than we thought. And sometimes I was pretty sure she didn’t have any idea what we were saying.

She was almost a year old. She was going to walk soon. And then talking would follow. Or more talking. And running. Running away from boys and then running after them. Slow it down there, Mark. The milestones were following on each other fast now. And I loved absolutely every moment of being a dad.

I just wished time would slow down. I couldn’t believe that almost a year had passed since she had been born. A wonderful year with her, too. Being a father was the most fulfilling thing I had ever done.

It wasn’t just because of being a dad that time was flying, though. It was because things were going smoothly, too. The past year had been great between me and Erica, which was something that I hadn’t been able to envision, once upon a time.

“If you hold still for two seconds, I’ll be done and then you can kick as much as you like,” I said.

As if she understood this time, Emily calmed down. I made quick work of getting her diaper into place and sticking it down while she lay still.

When she had just been born, the whole parenting thing felt overwhelming. Changing a diaper alone was scary. It was amazing how you could get used to anything.

Then again, if you did anything as often as I changed diapers, you were going to get good at it.

When she was changed and her pants pulled back on, I picked her up and carried her out of the nursery. On the way, I grabbed the bag I had left in the passage, slung it over my shoulder, and picked up another bag.

“You are a real girl, you know that?” I asked, balancing her in one arm while I tried to load the rest of the staff on my other shoulder. “You travel heavy, just like any woman.”

Emily answered me with a gurgle and spit on my shoulder as she cuddled her head against me. But I didn’t mind – I would endure a world of saliva if it meant I could get cuddles from her forever.

“Let’s get you settled,” I said, walking out of the house and opening the car door. I dumped all the things I had been carrying and took the time to get Emily into the car seat, strapped her in to make sure she was safe. I handed her a soft toy that she immediately stuck into her mouth and then walked around the back to load the bags into the trunk.

I ran back to the house and locked up before I climbed in behind the wheel. I looked over my shoulder at her and she smiled at me, big, glistening eyes over the soft toy that was still in her mouth.

“Time to go see Auntie Jamie,” I said. “We have to move quickly. We don’t want to spoil the surprise, do we?”

Emily hiccupped in response.

I chuckled. “No, we don’t.” I turned on the car and backed out of the driveway.

Alex and Jamie didn’t live too far away, and the trip was quick. I kept glancing at the time. What if Erica decided to come home earlier? I really wanted to be there when she got home, to get everything ready so that by the time she arrived, we were all set and ready to go. I didn’t want her to get there when I wasn’t there and see everything I had only half-prepared. I still had so much to do.

I took a deep breath and focused on letting it out slowly. It settled my nerves a little. I had to trust that everything was going to run the way it always did. Erica was a creature of habit and she would come home after work, roughly the same time she always did.

I had to trust that my plans would work out.

It was still cold out. Spring was on the way but it wasn’t here yet. I couldn’t wait for the season to change, for blossoms and green and sunshine. Little Lake would start to wake up from its winter slumber soon enough, but not just yet.

When I arrived at Alex and Jamie’s, I parked diagonally in front of the door so that I could unload everything quicker. I climbed out of the car and took Emily out of her car seat.

The kids weren’t playing outside. It was still far too cold, although I knew that Jamie preferred for them to be outside in the fresh air as much as they could. I rang the bell and waited.

When she opened the door, she already had a smile plastered on.

“Where is my favorite niece?” Jamie cooed, holding out her hand to take Emily from me. Emily eagerly threw herself into Jamie’s arms and I smiled. I liked the dynamic that we had in our family. I loved that Emily was so comfortable with Alex and Jamie that I could leave her with them anytime. That made things so much easier.

As soon as Jamie took Emily from me, I turned back to the car and unloaded all the bags with Emily’s overnight things. I hobbled to the front door and let myself in. Jamie was already in the living room with Emily, setting her down on the carpet. She started playing with her.

“Thank you for watching her for the weekend,” I said. “It’s so great to know that we have people we can turn to for these things.”

“Oh, absolutely. Any time, really! Leaving your child overnight, and for a weekend on top of that, isn’t exactly a job for a nanny, is it?”

I shook my head. While Erica had been away, when things had been rocky between us, I had hired Paige to help me. She had been a great nanny, and even though Erica and I had decided to try it by ourselves for a while after we had fixed things between us, we had rehired her after a while to help out now and then. With both of us working, it was the realistic thing to do.

After all, Jamie and Alex had Brianna to help with their kids, too. They had three, but that didn’t change the fact that sometimes you needed help.

But Jamie was right: a nanny was a daytime thing. There was no way I would leave Emily with Paige for an entire weekend and be able to go away with no worries. I would keep wondering if something was going to go wrong and I deserved to relax.

Besides, Erica would be worried, too. And we both deserved to be able to switch off from the outside world completely and focus only on each other.

“I really appreciate your help in keeping this a secret, too,” I said to Jamie.

Jamie nodded, a big grin on her face. “I think she’s absolutely going to love it.”

“And you are sure you don’t mind spending Valentine’s Day with the kids around? You and Alex don’t want to do something alone, too?”

Jamie shook her head. “We are already spending time with the kids, so having another baby in the mix is perfectly fine. Besides, who wouldn’t want to spend Valentine’s Day with this snuggly little nugget?”

Jamie blew raspberries on Emily’s neck, who squealed with delight and grabbed Jamie’s hair.

I smiled as Jamie carefully untangled Emily’s little fingers. She was such a good mother, and a great aunt. And a great sister-in-law, for that matter.

“Does she have any idea what you’re doing? Has she been suspicious?” Jamie looked at me.

I shook my head. “I don’t think so. If all goes well, and it has so far, it will be a complete surprise.”

“She’s going to be thrilled.”

“I hope so,” I said. I was a little nervous.

Things had been going really well for us. We were still seeing a therapist together, but our appointments were growing fewer and further between as we worked through the trauma of our rocky past. There had been a time where I had thought we would never get past the difficulties in our relationship – Erica abandoning us when Emily had been born, and then Amber in the picture after that.

But somehow, we had managed to get through it. We had both put in the work, we had both decided to hold on to each other and keep fighting for what we had, and it was paying off.

I had never felt so secure in our marriage before, and I knew that Erica felt the same way. We were closer than ever before, more connected, and it was one of the reasons why I was doing this. We had to keep making the time to spend together, without interruptions, without everything that life threw at us getting in the way. Of course, we could deal with those things together, too. But it would be good for us now and then to take a step away and re-evaluate who we were, just us, no interruptions.

A romantic weekend away for just the two of us, deliberating our love and our connection to each other, was just what we both needed. And even though I was still a little nervous, I knew that it was going to be a success. Because if you put this much effort into something – anything – it was impossible for things to go wrong. And Erica and I were both putting our all into making this work.

I glanced at my wristwatch.

“I’m so sorry to be in and out so quickly, but I have to get going. There are a few things I want to take care of before Erica gets home, and I am running out of time.”

“Of course, get going. We will be fine.”

I walked to where Emily sat on the carpet, playing with a couple of the twins’ toys. I gave her a kiss on the cheek and cuddled her.

I hated leaving her behind. When it had been just me and Emily, I had done everything to make sure she was okay, to be a good dad. Even though Erica and I were parenting together now, I was very protective of Emily and I was nervous about leaving her with anyone. Even Jamie and Alex, who I trusted with my life. And hers, obviously.

“Hey, it’s going to be fine,” Jamie said, smiling at me. “You need to get going. Come on, off with you. I want to spend as much time as possible with her before my kids come home from school and Alex comes home from work.”

I chuckled and stood. Jamie was right; I had to stop being silly and wasting time.

I stood, gave my sister-in-law a hug and walked to the front door. Emily didn’t even squeal when I walked away. She didn’t have any kind of separation anxiety, and that made it all just a little easier. If she started crying when I walked away, I might have turned back.

I pulled out of the driveway and drove back home.

As I drove back, I cracked the window open and breathed in deeply. The air was frosty, but I could taste spring on my tongue and I smiled. Soon, everything was going to be bright and colorful again. My work at the golf club was great, but when everything was green and it was hot and no one had to bundle up, business usually was better. Not to mention that everyone crawled out of their holes, and it was pleasant to be outside. I preferred spring and summer over fall and winter.

Thinking about the weather had my thoughts drifting to what I still needed to get done. I had to take the weather into account when I prepared for the weekend. I couldn’t forget to make sure that Erica and I were both warm. Nothing would spoil our romantic weekend like being cold all the time.

I made a mental note of a few things I wanted to remember, checked the time again, and then again.

Soon. She was going to be home soon.

I sped up just a little bit, slightly over the speed limit, but I was in a rush. I would never drive like this with Emily in the car, and it was why I had been safe all the way. But now that it was just me, I floored it.

Not once had I looked back at my young life, being a bachelor, and thought that I wanted it. In my first marriage, I had missed being young and free. But since the day I had met Erica, I had known that I was ready to settle down.

And now, with Emily in our lives and the three of us being a family, I couldn’t be happier. Even with all the added responsibility, with the added costs and the stress that came with having a baby. I preferred it over being the young Casanova that was always looking for some fun.

It was true what they said, that when you meet your soulmate, you calm down. Because you are with who you were meant to be with, and nothing else matters. And that was exactly how I felt about Erica.
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WHEN I ARRIVED BACK home, I parked the car in my usual spot so nothing would seem out of place and hurried inside. Erica was going to be home any minute, and I still had so much I wanted to do.

I ran through the house, frantically doing some last-minute packing. I had made so many mental notes of everything that I needed to remember, but now that I was pressed for time, I felt like I was forgetting at least half of it.

I stood in front of the bed, staring at the bag I had packed for Erica. I was sure I had included most of what she might need, but I was pretty damn sure that I had forgotten things. Probably the most important things. I would just have to make sure that she checked the bag to see if she had everything before we left.

It was only going to be a two-night getaway, so technically we didn’t need a lot of things. But I felt like I was packing up the whole house.

I walked into the bathroom and looked around. I had taken my own shaver, toothbrush, comb, all the important stuff. And I had packed a toiletries bag for her with similar things. But I felt like women always had so much more baggage for a reason – there were things they had to remember that men couldn’t even fathom.

I was in way over my head when it came to packing for my wife. I burst out laughing, shaking my head at myself.

“You are an idiot, thinking that you will be able to crack the female mind when men have tried for centuries and failed.”

I would definitely have to have Erica add whatever else she needed.

I walked to my bedside table and retrieved the invitation for the Valentine’s event. All the other documentation was online, in my email inbox, but this one they had mailed to me directly. Erica had nearly found it, too. She had been opening mail and I had had to distract her, getting her to put down the envelope at the last moment. I had told her Emily was crying.

Emily had started crying shortly after that, and I had been relieved. I had hurried to the room and hidden away the envelope before Erica could return.

Next time, I would have them send it to the office at Little Lake instead of to my home address.

I was sure to pack the invitation, checked that my emails were downloaded onto the device in case something happened and I didn’t have the thing – I could never be too prepared – and finally, I was happy with what I had achieved. Sure, there would be things Erica would add to her bag, but that was understandable. Everything else was perfect. I had confirmed our bookings at the hotel last night, I had filled my car up with gas on the way back from the office, and everyone knew that we were going away so that no one would bother us. It was amazing that it had stayed a secret from Erica, and I was glad that our friends and family could keep their mouths shut. It wasn’t something that had happened at any other point in our relationship. In fact, there had been certain things slipping out that I would have preferred to stay private. But that was all in the past now.

I heard her pull into the driveway and shut the car door, and a moment later, I heard her coming through the front door. I hurried out of the bedroom and to the top of the stairs.

Erica came into view, her blond hair pulled into a ponytail and her pale skin smooth and porcelain-like. She sighed, tired, and let her purse slip from her shoulder, putting it on the large table close to the front door.

I still couldn’t believe that someone like Erica would be with someone like me. Every time I looked at her, my breath caught in my throat. She was the most beautiful woman I had ever seen.

Since the moment I had laid eyes on her, I had felt this way about her. Even when we had gone through difficult times, she had never stopped being the one person that could make my heart stop.

I watched as she moved down the passageway, her athletic body lithe and powerful. She carried herself with strength, but also with elegance and grace.

I watched her come forward, finally looking up and spotting me at the top of the stairs. A smile spread across her features, lighting up her face, and I loved it when she looked at me that way.

I smiled at her, too. I couldn’t help myself. Whenever I saw her, a stupid grin spread across my face.

“Aren’t you a sight for sore eyes,” I said to her.

“Oh, crap. Really? I feel like I look like I’ve been run over. I sure feel like it.”

I started down the stairs, and she took one or two steps up.

“You are as beautiful as ever,” I said, meeting her in the middle and pulling her against me, planting a kiss on her lips. “I missed you. How was work?”

“Busy, as always. It’s been a hell of a week. I’m glad it’s over, I just want to put my feet up.” She kissed me again. “Where’s Emily?”

I hesitated just a moment, but this was it, this was where I was going to tell her about everything.

“She’s at Alex and Jamie’s.”

Erica frowned. “Why?” She cocked her head to the side in a way that I had always thought was incredibly cute and very sexy. “Is something wrong?”

I shook my head. “On the contrary. I have a little surprise for you.”

Erica frowned. She wasn’t exactly a fan of surprises, I knew that. She liked to be prepared for everything. But this was an exception. Besides, it wasn’t like I was whisking her away to the great unknown and she would only find out once we arrived. I was going to tell her now, before we left, when she still had time to prepare herself and make sure she had everything she needed.

“What is it?” she asked tentatively.

I pulled her against me in another hug. “You’ll love it, I promise. Come with me to the bedroom.”

She looked up at me, nodding, and she was smiling, but she looked a little suspicious. I hated that she felt this way about surprises, but every person was different and this was just who she was. She had so many redeeming qualities, it hardly mattered. Besides, I was excited to tell her, to see her reaction.

I took her hand and my heart fluttered the way it did when I was a teenager and not used to being around girls.

Lately, it felt like Erica was taking me back to that, making me feel like a teenager again. Everything about our relationship felt new, exciting. And seeing that we had been married for a while, and we had a child together, it was wonderful that this could happen again.

I was completely wrapped up in her. We had both such a beautiful life together, and I loved that we were sharing it with each other, that we were following this journey, together.

We walked up the stairs, her delicate but strong fingers intertwined with mine. I loved the feel of her skin, the fact that even with the smallest touch, we were connected in some way.

I was so lucky that she had given me another shot after the whole Amber situation. I had nearly completely ruined what we had.

Then again, I had given her another shot after she had abandoned me and Emily. I guess we had both made mistakes in the past. I was just glad that we had managed to move past it, that we were okay again. Erica was the love of my life. I had been unhappy in marriage before. I knew what it was like. And I knew that with Erica, it wouldn’t ever be like that. Even when I had been at my unhappiest with Erica, I had been so much happier than I had ever been with my ex-wife.

When we walked into the bedroom, Erica looked at the bags that were open on the bed.

“What’s this?”

“We’re going away for the weekend,” I said.

Erica’s face split into a grin. “Really?”

I nodded and smiled. The reaction was exactly what I had hoped for. It was a good surprise.

Her eyes slid to the other things I had laid out on the bed. An evening dress that I had purchased for her myself. I had managed to get her measurements from Jamie, who was much better at these things that I was. And I had bought her a new handbag to match. But I had matched it with her favorite pumps, because I knew that Erica hated walking in new shoes. It was the little things.

“And this?” Erica asked. She walked to the dress that I laid out and ran her fingers over the material. “It’s beautiful.”

“In all our years together, we’ve never done something special for Valentine’s Day,” I said. “I think we deserve it after everything we’ve been through, everything we’ve accomplished. Especially this past year. What do you say?” I walked toward her and took her into my arms. She turned to me, her eyes bright, smiling. “Will you be my Valentine?”

A blush crept onto her cheeks and I loved it when she looked like this. I loved it when I could make her blush, when she became shy about my advances. It was how it used to be between us, in the beginning. It was how I wanted it to stay between us. When Erica was like this with me, I felt like we were on the same page. In love, together for the rest of our lives. Headed toward our future, together.

She nodded, pinching her bottom lip between her teeth. Damn, it was sexy when she did that. Sometimes I wasn’t sure if she knew how seductive she was. My cock twitched in my pants as if to confirm my thoughts. But I wasn’t going to get too worked up now. Not yet. We would have plenty of time for that once we arrived at our destination.

And I wanted to get there as soon as possible.

“I thought you’d never ask, Romeo,” Erica said and wrapped her arms around my neck, planting her lips on mine. She kissed me and I held her tightly as I kissed her back.

I hated that I had to break the kiss. I wanted it to last forever.

“We have to get going,” I said. “We are pressed for time.”

“We’re leaving right now?” she asked.

I nodded. “It’s a bit of a rush now. But you better be feeling just as frisky when we check into the hotel room later.”

Erica giggled.

“Go on, look through the bags I packed for you. I included everything I could imagine you would want to take, but I’m sure I miss at least half of it. Will you add that? I’m going to start loading the car.”

Erica nodded and turned away. When she walked away from me, I gave her a quick snap on the butt. She looked over her shoulder at me, her eyes filled with lust and the look was so seductive, I wanted to take her then and there.

But we really were pressed for time, and there was more than enough time to get everything I wanted as soon as we were at the hotel. That was where our weekend was going to start, anyway.

While Erica checked her bags and walked into the bathroom to grab a few more things, I zipped up my bag and carried it down to the car. I also collected the paper bag that was filled with cold drinks and snacks for the road – I had made sure everything was as it should be for this trip. I didn’t want anything to go wrong, I didn’t want anything out of place. I wanted Erica to enjoy herself as much as she possibly could.

When I had loaded everything, I walked back up to the bedroom. Erica was just zipping up her bag when I came in.

“I have to say, you did a pretty good job,” she said, smiling at me. “You thought of almost everything. I just added one or two things. Well done, my love.”

I grinned, proud of myself. I walked to the bed and grabbed the bag, planting a quick kiss on her lips before I walked away. She followed me downstairs and locked up behind me while I put her bag in the trunk next to mine and ran around to the passenger side to open the door for her.

She giggled. “Well, this gallantry never gets old.”

I had started doing small things like this for her again after we had gotten back together. It wasn’t much, but it made a world of difference. I wanted her to know how special she was to me. She did little things, too. Like cooking my favorite meal or coming home with my favorite beer before the weekend.

I liked that we were making the effort to show each other how much we were invested in this relationship.

After she was in the car, I walked around to the driver’s side. I climbed in, looked over my shoulder to make sure that the house was locked up tight and safe, and turned on the car.

“Here we go,” I said.

“You still haven’t told me where we are going.”

“It’s a surprise,” I said.

Erica giggled and shook her head. “I hate surprises.”

I nodded. “I know. But I think you’re going to love this one.”

I pulled out of the driveway and pointed my car in the right direction.
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I PARKED MY CAR IN one of the visitor parking bays and Erica and I climbed out. Before I closed my door, I could hear her let out a breath.

“Oh, babe, it’s beautiful,” she said.

And it was. It was a glamorous hotel about fifty miles outside of Little Lake. The resort was meant for rejuvenation and love. The building had a Tuscan feel, with terracotta tiles, arches, black trellises, and green vines growing everywhere. A large fountain in the middle of the courtyard welcomed us with the peaceful sound of rushing water.

Our feet crunched on the gravel as we walked to the front entrance. I carried both our bags, like the gentleman I was.

Erica walked through the doors first. Inside, the lobby was as spectacular as the outside of the hotel. The light marble floor and double vaulted ceilings complete with chandeliers was breathtakingly beautiful, almost regal. Bellhops walked past us in red uniforms, pushing golden luggage carts, and it looked like something from a movie.

“I can’t believe you did this,” Erica said under her breath. “It’s absolutely beautiful.”

We walked to the front desk together and we were greeted by a friendly receptionist with a welcoming smile. I handled the check-in while Erica paged through the brochure she had been given.

“Oh, my goodness! It’s not just a spa; they have hot springs and a ballroom, with a special Valentine dinner event.”

I nodded. “Only the best, darling. Come, let’s go to our room.”

I turned and the bellhop took the bags from me, loading them on the trolley and telling us that he would meet us at our room. 

“Even the elevators are fancy,” Erica said after the doors closed. Soft music floated around us from invisible speakers, the elevator had a plush carpet that my feet sank into, and the walls were all glass, giving the illusion that we were standing in an endless abyss. The lights on the ceiling were hidden, so that a glow lit up the place, but there was nothing bright in your eyes.

The doors slid open when we were at our floor, and I put a hand around Erica’s waist. She leaned into me and I loved it. Together, we walked to our room.

The bellhop was already there and I opened the door with a key card that had been given to us. He walked in first and we followed.

Our room – the suite, rather – was just as luxurious as the rest of the hotel. A small sitting room, complete with a dining table in the corner, looked out over one balcony. Through double doors, a large bedroom looked out over another. A king-size canopy bed took up the center of the room, with plush carpet stretching from wall to wall and chandeliers in all the rooms. Through another door leading from the bedroom, I could see the bathroom and it looked just about as big as our main bedroom at home.

“I can’t believe this place,” Erica said, walking from one room to the next. “It’s like a fairy tale.”

I nodded. When I had booked this place, I had judged it by the pictures online and all the reviews, after the five stars, of course. I had never imagined it would be this spectacular in real life.

I tipped the bellhop and after he left, Erica and I were alone.

She came to me and kissed me.

“Thank you for this,” she said. “I had no idea how much I needed to get away, but you know me better than I know myself. And this place is absolutely amazing.”

I smiled. “I’m glad you like it.” I had to admit this place had exceeded even my expectations. And for Erica, I always wanted nothing but the best.

“What shall we do?” I asked. “What do you want to do first?”

There was an array of things to choose from and I wanted her to do what she felt like doing.

“Can we wander around through the hotel and see what the rest of it looks like?” Erica asked. “If the lobby and the bedroom is this luxurious, I want to see more of it.”

I smiled and nodded. “Let’s have a look around,” I agreed. There was more than enough time for us to get everything else in the brochure done, too. Now we were on our little getaway. We could do whatever we wanted. Even if it was just saying in this glorious suite all day.

We left our room and walked back to the elevator, riding down to the lobby. Adjacent to the lobby was a restaurant, and a waiter walked around with a silver tray with champagne flutes. He stopped in front of us and bowed slightly, offering us a glass.

“Oh, this is great,” Erica said, taking one.

I took a glass, too. We clinked them together in celebration of where we were and what we were doing. Erica took a sip.

“Wow. This is good stuff.”

I chuckled and took a sip as well, realizing that she was right. It really was good.

“To the romantic weekend ahead,” I said.

“And the rest of our lives,” Erica said.

We each took another sip. I would drink to our happiness and our romance any day.

We wandered through the grounds, finding the hot spring pools and the spa, stopping at the lobby bar when our champagne was finished and ordering another round of cocktails.

When we sat at the bar, Erica and I were both a little tipsy. And it felt good. It felt good to be together without any responsibility, without having to worry about work, about clients and guests. This weekend, we were going to be the guests that needed to be kept happy. And I loved it.

“I can’t believe we haven’t done this yet,” Erica said. “I think I didn’t realize how much I needed this. It’s so nice to be together without all the extras. As much as I love Emily and having her around, it’s so nice to be able to just be without worrying.”

I nodded. I felt exactly the same. The chandelier sparkled, the lights dancing in Erica’s eyes, and she glanced at me with the same seductive look she’d had in the bedroom back home.

My lust for her flared up and I shifted a little closer. I leaned toward her and whispered in her ear, “You know, we haven’t seen everything until we have given that bed a test run.”

Erica shivered and giggled. “You do seem to be the knowledgeable one when it comes to hotels.” She ran her hand slowly up my arm, her eyes lingering on my lips. And damned if that didn’t just make me want her more.

“I need to get you up to that room,” I growled, suddenly so hot for her I didn’t know what to do with myself.

Erica’s face changed, her mood showing on her features, and we both slid off the bar chairs and walked to the elevator, my arm around her waist.

When the doors slid closed behind us, leaving us alone in the elevator, the sexual tension between us was so thick, I could have run my fingers through it. And my dick was hard and throbbing in my pants. I wanted her so badly. 

Erica was the one who turned and kissed me. She pushed me backward so that my back was against the mirrored wall. I lost myself in the kiss, the way she pressed her body against mine and I could feel her breasts against my chest, her hands on my neck and cheek, the way her breathing rose and fell faster and faster. 

I took control of the situation, barely able to hold myself back. I spun her around and pushed her against the same wall she’d pushed me up against. She moaned softly and the sound drove me crazy. 

I ground my hips against her, rubbing my hard cock against her crotch while my tongue probed her mouth. She kissed me with so much eagerness, I wanted to strip her naked right there. My hand slid onto her breast and I kneaded it through the material of her blouse, the top she was still wearing from work. I could feel the edges of her bra and I wanted it all off. I wanted her naked and underneath me, writhing and drenched in sweat. 

“Aren’t there cameras in the elevators?” Erica mumbled against my lips. 

“It’s why I’m not fucking you right here,” I answered and she moaned in response, kissing me harder. 

I pushed my hand underneath her shirt and cupped her breast, tweaking her erect nipple. I wanted so much more. I wanted everything. 

She cupped my dick through my pants and rubbed up and down my shaft. She knew just how to touch me to drive me crazy. 

The doors pinged and slid opened, and I stepped away from her. We weren’t on our floor yet. An older couple stepped in. Erica and I glanced at each other. We were both breathing hard, but no one had seen anything. The older woman glanced at me and then at Erica. Erica and I looked ahead, serious and solemn. But I could tell she wanted to laugh. A smile played around the corners of her mouth. 

Not being able to touch her was torture. It only made me want her that much more. 

Finally, the doors opened and it was our floor. The older couple stepped out, apparently on the same floor as well. We walked out as if we were following them. They didn’t bother looking at us again. Maybe they had decided that we were reckless young people who had no respect for public places. 

If only they knew what we had been doing a moment before. If they hadn’t guessed it. If only they knew what I was going to do to my wife the moment we were inside that hotel room. 

Finally, we reached our room and I swiped our keycard. 

We couldn’t get inside soon enough. 

“Fuck, that was so difficult,” Erica breathed and she was on me again, kissing me, hard. She pulled herself up, wrapping her legs around me and I held on to her perfect ass as she wrapped herself around me. 

I pushed her against the wall, my cock now pushing against her pussy with her legs open and around me like that, and I kissed her. She moaned louder than she had in the elevator. 

It only lasted a second before I let go of her legs and she slid down, standing on the floor. I pulled up her blouse, getting it over her head. I undid her bra and pulled it off, staring at her breasts. 

“Damn, you’re beautiful,” I said. “You have an incredible body.”

Erica was a golfer, but she was serious about fitness and she worked hard to stay fit and in shape. Her body was perfect, every inch of her worthy of being worshiped. I cupped her breasts and kneaded them while I kissed her again, rolling her nipples between my fingers. 

I worked my way down her jaw, her neck, onto her chest. With one hand on her breast, I sucked the other nipple into my mouth. Erica pushed her fingers into my hair and moaned, her body moving gently back and forth as I sucked her nipples, first one and then the other. 

After a while of giving her breasts attention, I straightened up and kissed her again, pushing my hand into her jeans. She unbuttoned them to give me space. When I pushed my fingers into her, she gasped. 

“You’re so wet,” I groaned. 

“It’s all for you, babe,” she said in a husky voice. 

“I want to take you, right now,” I said. 

“Not yet,” she said and dropped to her knees in front of me, 

It was a surprise, but I let her undo my pants and pull them down. She pulled my dick free from my jocks and sucked it into her mouth without ceremony. I groaned and moaned as she sucked it, moving her head back and forth. 

She was so damn good at that, I could release in her mouth right now and I would be happy. 

But I wanted more. 

“No,” I said. “I can’t wait any longer.”

I took her hand and helped her up. I led her to the bedroom, my pants open and my dick out, her breasts moving as we walked. In the room, she kicked off her pants so that she was naked, and I made quick work of getting rid of my clothes. 

She lay back on the bed and opened her legs for me, and I swear I had never seen a more delicious sight in my life. I crawled onto the bed next to her, hovering my body over hers with my cock pushed against her entrance. She was dripping wet and ready for me. 

“Fuck,” I bit out when I pushed into her, and she moaned, letting out a long breath as I slid in all the way to the hilt. “You’re so hot.”

She smiled at me and I paused inside of her, taking a moment to look at her and take it all in before I started moving. These were the things I wanted to remember forever. Not the hot sex, but the way we were perfectly connected, the way I wanted us to always stay. 

I started moving inside of her, pulling out and pushing back in, and she moaned. I picked up the pace, bucking my hips faster and faster. Erica cried out and I wondered if our neighbors were the older couple, if they knew what they were hearing. 

I stopped thinking about them and got my head back in the game, fucking Erica harder and harder. 

She came, an orgasm ripping through her body before she calmed down around my dick, her insides pulsating. 

“You’re going to get me close in no time,” I whispered. 

“Not yet,” she answered in a breathy voice when she came down from her orgasm. “I don’t want to stop yet.”

She tapped my hip lightly with her fingers and I pulled out, knowing what she wanted. I lay down on the bed and she straddled me, lowering herself onto my cock. 

“This is how I like it,” she said. “I like being the one to make you come.”

I grinned, ready to reply, but before I could she started rocking her hips back and forth and I lost all my words. All I could think was that this was the most incredible woman I had ever been with, that the sex was fucking fantastic, and that I had reached the highest level of happiness when I was sure I didn’t deserve it. 

She rode me harder and faster, and she brought me closer and closer to the edge. I didn’t know how she did it. She was the only woman that could bring me to orgasm while she was on top. Her hands were on my chest, her face was riddled with pleasure and she bit her bottom lip the way she always did when the sex was incredible. 

“I’m so damn close,” I said through gritted teeth. 

“Me too,” she panted. “Come with me?”

The words pushed me over the edge. I cried out, my stomach muscles clenching, and I could feel my dick pumping inside her. She cried out just after I did and threw her head back, and I felt as she came at the same time as I did. 

We were perfectly synchronized and it was amazing. I loved it when this happened. We couldn’t always get it right, and sometimes we weren’t connected right at all. 

But right now, everything was perfect. 

When the orgasms were over, Erica collapsed on my chest, breathing as hard as I was. 

“Have I told you how much I love you?” I asked. 

“I never get tired of hearing it.”

“I never get tired of saying it.”

She lifted her head and looked at me with eyes that were starting to droop. She looked completely satisfied. And I was more in love than ever. 

“I love you, too,” she said. 

She lifted her body and my dick slipped out of her. already going soft. She rolled off and lay next to me. I took her hand and we lay in silence on the bed, together, getting our breath back after sex that was as incredible as always. 
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“WHAT’S THE TIME?” ERICA asked after we had been together in silence for a while. She had pulled a sheet over her naked body against the chill in the room. I got off the bed and walked to the thermostat to turn up the heat a little. 

“It’s seven,” I said, looking at my wristwatch.

Erica giggled. “Two hours of sex? Not bad.”

I grinned. “Not bad at all. I can never get enough.”

“Yeah, me too,” she said with a grin. “But technically it’s early, not late. What are we going to do for supper?”

“There are a few restaurants to choose from,” I said. “They’re all listed in the brochure.”

“I saw,” Erica said. 

I walked to the bed and lay down next to her, on my side, looking at her. Her face was pensive. I studied her features, remembering all the small details. The way the light danced in her eyes when she was happy. The way her lips curved in a smile when I spoke to her. The way her blond hair was natural when everyone else in the world insisted on coloring. 

“I don’t really feel like putting on clothes and behaving,” Erica said. 

I grinned. “Yeah? You want to be a naked animal?”

She giggled. “Yeah, I do. I want to stay right here, tangled up in the sheets with you.”

I nodded. “That sounds perfect to me.”

“You don’t want to go out to dinner? Get dressed up and be all fancy since we have the opportunity?”

I shook my head. “We’re here until Sunday. And even though there are a lot of restaurants and a lot of opportunities, we are here to enjoy ourselves. If staying in bed is what you want to do, we have every right to do it.”

Erica smiled at me. “Then I think we should get some room service.”

Just as she said it, my stomach growled.

“Apparently, my appetite agrees.”

Erica laughed and found the menu. We looked at it, commenting on the different meals that were available. Finally, after we had decided, I ordered a bottle of wine up to the room as well as our meals.

While we waited, Erica jumped into the shower. I followed after her and we wrapped ourselves up in hotel robes.

There was a knock on the door, and a waiter delivered our meals. I tipped the man and pushed the trolley into the room.

“Where shall we eat?”

“We can sit on the balcony,” Erica said. “It has a heater. I checked.”

“Balcony it is,” I agreed, pushing the trolley to the doors and opening them. It was chilly outside, but Erica switched on the heater while I arranged our food and we sat down.

The balcony overlooked the hot spring pools and the property beyond them, and it was beautiful. Only a few people were swimming, and even though we were overlooking the pools, the balcony was quite private.

Once
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