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        This book can be your best friend in the early stages of business development. Cheri offers wise, concise, and conversational counsel to make what can be confusing easy to understand and apply. With Smooth Sailing as your guide, you’ll be empowered to ask the right questions and make critical decisions that will turn your dreams into your future. You put your heart and soul into your business, so do it right legally. It’s easy to play naive and procrastinate on important legal matters, while you focus on what feels fun and urgent. If you make sound decisions up front, you’ll not only enjoy peace of mind knowing you are legally protected, you’ll also build a foundation for productivity and profitability.

        Stacy Julian, author, blogger, podcaster, teacher, business owner
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        I have coached countless entrepreneurs throughout the years and can say with great certainty that most of them do not have the appropriate legal protections around their businesses. That’s why I am thrilled that Cheri Andrews has written her book, Smooth Sailing: A Practical Guide to Legally Protecting Your Business. This book is packed with practical tips, and Cheri’s writing style is approachable and understandable (no legalese here!). If you own a business, here’s the next book you should buy!

        Jill Celeste, author, That First Client, and founder, Celestial University
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        Smooth Sailing: A Practical Guide to Legally Protecting Your Business is the perfect resource to help small business owners, solopreneurs, and entrepreneurs to better understand the legalities of their businesses. Business owners wear many hats as they build, grow, and maintain their businesses. Having a legally sound business is just one of the important facets that needs to be attended to in order to be safe and protected. Do yourself a favor and get yourself a copy of Cheri’s book so that you can educate yourself about what your particular business needs.

        Kristy Crippen, Founder, Collaborative Partners Administrative Services
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        Smooth Sailing by Cheri Andrews provides clear and essential guidance for those of us who have embarked on the voyage of entrepreneurship. With Cheri’s guidance, I discovered a framework for navigating legal and tax decisions to support my business as it grows. Thanks, Cheri! 

        Maribeth Decker, Founder, Sacred Grove Animal Communication

      

        

      

      
        
        
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        Packed with actionable advice for ending small business failure!  In Smooth Sailing: A Practical Guide to Legally Protecting Your Business, Cheri Andrews delves into the activity of running a small business—such business formation, contracts, and website policies along with step-by-step guidance to ensure your email marketing is legally compliant. This is a much-needed resource for all small business owners!

        Melinda F. Emerson, SmallBizLady, best selling author of Become Your Own Boss in 12 Months
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        Many first-time entrepreneurs struggle when it comes to setting up their business entity.  Smooth Sailing: A Practical Guide to Protecting Your Business is an excellent resource to help readers easily understand the different types of business entities.  Cheri Andrews explains the advantages, tax treatments, and disadvantages of each in layman's terms.  Make sure you launch your new business on solid ground with the helpful information found in the pages of this book.

        Tammi Grant, CEO, Travelwhirled
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        Every small business owner should read this book—the earlier in their business journey the better! Cheri Andrews breaks down the key areas that every business owner needs from a legal perspective. I wish I had this book many years ago when I started out. Give yourself a gift and read this book to arm yourself with the knowledge so you can thrive without experiencing legal headaches and pitfalls that come from blissful ignorance or trying to DIY legal advice.

        Paula Gregorowicz, Owner, The Paula G Company, LLC
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        Legal documents and advice can often be confusing and mind-numbing. Cheri Andrews walks you step-by-step through the most common legal documents and compliance issues important to small business owners and explains what is needed and why, and when you need to consult with specific professionals. This is a great reference book to help ensure that you have everything in place to legally protect yourself and your business.

        Judy Kane, Founder, Aligned Consciousness
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        Cheri Andrews is a brilliant, approachable business attorney with a servant's heart. Her book Smooth Sailing is an easy-to-read, practical guide that walks entrepreneurs through the legal process of business ownership and best business practices. Read this book to clearly understand how you can protect yourself and your business. I would not set sail without Cheri Andrews on my ship! 

        Kamie Lehmann, Podcast Host of She's INVINCIBLE
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        Cheri Andrews really hits home with her overview of business structures. Her clear explanation of each type of structure allows the reader to envision their own business and the risk assessment to consider for their individual situation. Picturing the business structure as a boat helps the reader to value the importance of this decision. After all, the contents of the boat won't make it to the destination without a solid ability to float! 

        Clarissa Makhoul, Partner, Makhoul Financial Services
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        Cheri Andrews takes the “yuck” out of legal. (Okay…there is no ‘yuck’ in legal, but I know you know what I mean.) Cheri uses language that is easily understood and simple to digest. Her book is now included in my new bookkeeping client welcome package. Whether your business is brand new or established, her legal checklist will help you to know whether or not your business is legally compliant.

        Connie Jo Miller, Owner, Enigma Bookkeeping Solutions
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        Smooth Sailing is a must-read for any small business owner who has avoided the legal stuff, thinking it could wait for when her business got bigger. This easy-to-read guide will teach you what you must deal with right away and what truly can wait for later.

        Suzanne Tregenza Moore, Business & Marketing Coach
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        Cheri Andrews has written the most concise, usable, practical guide to legally starting, running, and growing your business. The best part? It's in plain English and the advice is spot-on. I easily recognized a half dozen mistakes and oversights that cost me plenty in the first few years of my entrepreneurial journey. Read this book—use this book—and your small business won't stay small for very long!

        David Newman, author of Do It! Marketing
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        In the introduction of Smooth Sailing, Cheri Andrews asks several pointed questions about the course you are on as a business owner.  I shook my head “YES “as I read each question out loud. At that moment, I knew I needed to read Smooth Sailing from cover to cover.  And I know you will too! 

        Jennifer Nichols, Owner, Bloom and Hustle
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        Cheri Andrews uses plain English to give helpful advice for starting a new business. This is a "must-read" for anyone with a business idea! 

        Sarah Popovich, Financial Advisor, Merrill Lynch
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        I never thought that I would be excited to read a legal book! Smooth Sailing helped me understand how important it is for business owners to have a lawyer on their team. If you are a start-up business and you want your business to be legally protected, this book is a great tool to empower you to feel confident when you consult with a lawyer. 

        Majet Reyes, Business Owner, DivaGirl
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        What a great resource tool for those who are starting a business or contemplating doing so! There is little forgiveness for not knowing or understanding legal ramifications in the business world.  This book addresses the foundation on which your business will ultimately stand. Cheri Andrews, Esq., takes the reader on a journey of those requirements in an easy-to-understand manner while minimizing overwhelm. To better enable any new business owner to excel at service to their clients or customers, get this part right first!

        Donna J. Spina, PCC CPC ELI-MP, Business Builder Accelerator

      

        

      

      
        
        
        
          
            [image: ]
          

        

        While entrepreneurship is grandiose, the ‘ship’ must be sturdy enough to weather all the conditions that the owner will face in the course of launching and running their business.  Smooth Sailing: A Practical Guide to Legally Protecting Your Business is the business owner’s guide to building a strong and sturdy ship. While I am among the many small business owners who just wanted to get down to the good work of delivering my services, I learned—sometimes the hard way—that every business, no matter the size, must be legally protected. In this book, Andrews lays out what having a legally safe business entails in a way that is accessible, clear, and removes the intimidation factor.  Whether you are just launching your business, or you have already set sail, this is a must read to ensure that the foundation of your business will sustain you over time. 

        Adina B. Tovell, MBA, M.Ed., CPC, Courage to be Curious, LLC
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      Before you launch into this book, a Disclaimer.

      
        	This book is intended solely for educational purposes.

        	Nothing contained in this book constitutes or should be construed as legal advice.

        	Buying or reading this book does not create an attorney/client relationship between you and me.

        	If you have legal questions or concerns specific to your own situation, please consult with an attorney in your state.
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        You are the captain of your own ship; don't let anyone else take the wheel.

        Michael Josephson

      

      

      

      As a small business owner, you are the captain of your ship.  You come to your business with an entrepreneurial spirit and a willingness to roll up your sleeves, do the work, and get dirty. You are excited and enthusiastic. Being your own boss, setting your own schedule, working less (or, let’s be honest, at least initially, a LOT more) hours, and being in charge of your own financial potential all hold a lot of appeal. But are you ready?

      Before you launch your boat, you must go through a checklist to make sure that your boat is sound, you have enough gas to reach your destination, and you have all the provisions you need for a successful journey.  Planning helps to ensure your journey is smooth.  If you’ve already launched without completing the checklist, that’s okay! You can still make course corrections for a safe journey.

      

      IS THIS YOU?

      As a small business owner, have you ever:

      
        	Avoided consulting with an attorney because you find the whole process intimidating?

        	Balked at the high hourly rates charged by law firms?

        	Decided that legal do-it-yourself (DIY) is good enough for now?

        	Wondered whether your business is legally compliant with regulations, but don’t even know where to begin to find out?

        	Operated under the assumption that the legal stuff can wait until later? Until your company is bigger?

      

      Or … maybe you haven’t even given the legal aspects of your business a second thought?
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        Sticking your head in the sand might make you feel safer,

      
        but it's not going to protect you from the coming storm.

        Barak Obama

      

      

        

      

      No matter WHAT your business is, LAWS are involved.  And when it comes to the legal aspects of your business, ignorance is NOT bliss, because what you don’t know CAN hurt
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