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GIUSEPPINA (JOSIE)
 CIRINCIONE sells her unique, artistic jewelry and cards at specialty boutiques in the Phoenix, Arizona, area. She designs samples and stamps for Stampotique Originals. Josie enjoys taking art classes from her local college, and at the Phoenix Center for the Arts. As a master of ephemera, she also packages found collage materials, for sale at local stamp stores. She considers her education in the creation of art as a never-ending one and is always discovering ways to take her own art in new directions.
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WHAT'S OLD IS NEW 

When I was little, I was always making something. I remember cutting pictures out of magazines and gluing them onto different surfaces, or I would use my mom’s sewing scraps to make little dolls. I was always searching around the house for things I could use. This kept me busy for hours.

Several years ago, I thought it would be fun to make my own thank-you cards. The techniques I was using as a kid, I am still using now. The main difference is the subject matter (and the fact that I can now use power tools and sharp scissors). What I did for fun then, has turned into my favorite form of expression now.

Inspiration, for me, comes from two places: my family and the bygone era that they lived in, before I came along. I was raised in a Sicilian household, and the Italian language has been a part of my everyday life. I enjoy bringing its words and phrases into my work. My family has always loved keeping a record of their lives and experiences with photographs, and it is oftentimes one of these photos that jump-starts a new piece of art for me. The stories I’ve been told that accompany the photos make starting even easier.

Because of my passion for the past, I have been dealing with vintage antiques (primarily those of the 1930s to the 1960s) for the past eleven years. During this time, I have amassed quite a collection of ephemera, game pieces, photos and sewing notions. I even live in a 1940s bungalow and  the interior is furnished with original 1950s furniture. It is from these things and this environment that I find creative expression a breeze.

Your inspiration could come from a black-and-white photo of your favorite aunt. The background you create for a collage from this inspiration could be something as simple as a page from an old book, and you could add your favorite color from an inkpad or an old button that reflects your aunt’s style. Every object you decide to add leads you in another direction.

What I like most about collage is that you can express yourself using not just colors of paint or paper but a variety of textures, images and found objects.

As you will see in this book, collage is not limited to canvas or an assemblage in a box. It can be used in jewelry, cards, handmade books and journals too. The possibilities are endless, so don’t be afraid to experiment! My hope is that this book gives you insights into expressing yourself through collage and teaches you new techniques to incorporate in your own work. Remember, at the end of the day, this is something to do for fun, for the pure enjoyment of creative expression (and maybe to breath new life into an object that otherwise would have been forgotten).




PHOTOS, FOUND OBJECTS 
AND THE MISCELLANEOUS 

(GOOD PLACES TO FIND STUFF)

I go thrift shopping and antiquing just about every day of the week. Beware; it’s addicting! Searching for collage materials, the interesting people you meet along the way and the history behind the objects you find is all part of the process. The best part is that you don’t have to spend a lot of money. A twenty-five-cent trinket could end up being the focal point of your project.

The places I frequently visit include thrift stores, antique stores, estate sales, yard sales, dollar stores, hardware stores, office supply stores, the Internet and my friends and family.

I have lived in Phoenix most of my life but have been fortunate enough to have traveled quite a bit. I have visited flea markets throughout the United States and Europe. Flea markets are most often seasonal or monthly and they attract hundreds of dealers from all over the country, so you can imagine all the unique treasures that converge in one place. One of the best ways to find flea market locations is on the Internet. Magazines such as Mary Engelbreit’s Home Companion and Martha Stewart Living sometimes offer feature stories on different flea markets as well.

One great venue opportunity I stumbled upon was a vintage postcard show. There’s one held in Phoenix once  a year that consists of tables and tables covered with boxes and boxes of vintage postcards, photos, game pieces and paper ephemera
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