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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to my son. 

This book is also dedicated to the lovely children who have discovered the series in the last several months, and kept asking me when I was going to write the next one – a few of them who let me know are below:

my nephew, Sawyer; Eileen, who loves to skate; Sandy's Sarah; Sam M.; Maddie T. who loves to sing; Max; Elise H., and to Mrs. Gold's 3rd grade class of 2014-5 – including Olivia, Madison, Kiran, Mia, and especially my daughter, Sarah.

Thank you, my thanks to all of you! Keep reading, keep dreaming.
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A Note to My Readers

A few facts. Due to the lack of summer Arctic sea ice, several animal species haven't been separated. Instead, they have had the opportunity to spend more time together in the wild, and have been interbreeding. What is even more fascinating is that some of these species are creating new species, which are fertile and thereby able to have offspring.

The beluga and narwhal whales have been producing babies which have a dark mottled head with the shape of a beluga noggin and coloring of the narwhal, without the extra-long tooth making it look like a unicorn of the sea. 

The bottle-nose dolphins and false killer whales have been creating babies labeled as wholphins. The bottle-nose dolphins have eighty-eight teeth, false killer whales have forty-four teeth, and wholphins have sixty-six teeth. Wholphins are also darker in skin color and larger than bottle-nose dolphins.

The polar and grizzly bears mating has made international news in the last number of years. There are two polar/grizzly hybrid bears at the Osnabruck Zoo in Norway. The bear combination is sometimes called pizzly or grolar. At the time of publication of this book, a definitive name has not been determined. However, the polar/grizzly bears are in their second and third generation of creating a new species, with characteristics of both kinds of bears.

There are many other animal species in the wild who are interbreeding, such as the harp and hooded seals, as well as others I have not named here. There are positives and negatives to these changes. My caution to each of you is to be aware of your environment. Think of what you can do to help.
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Prologue
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“Mom?” David said, trying to get his mother's attention. “Mom?!” He was standing in the school library, waiting for his mother, who had taken over being the part-time elementary school librarian when Mrs. Libris, their regular librarian, had left to have a baby.

His twin sister, Ashira, was in the hall, chatting with one of her friends. He rolled his eyes as he listened to his red-haired sister discuss where they thought a unicorn herd might be residing. They hadn't even gotten to that part in their textbook, Exploring Animals and Their Habitats by Harry Zoo.

David didn't understand why all the girls were crazy about unicorns anyway. Dragons were so much cooler. Well, maybe the red dragon wasn't cooler. Technically speaking, it was hotter because it breathed lava, but it was much neater than some silly unicorn. 

David smiled when he thought about the field trips they had a couple of months ago to see the dragon habitats all over the world. He and his twin didn't go to a normal school. They went to the Salem Academy for Young Sorcerers, where young witches and wizards were trained in using their magical abilities.

David glanced up to watch the library books zoom around the room, in an effort to shelve themselves. “Mom?!” said David again, trying to get his mother's attention. “I don't want to miss the bus!”

Mrs. Rosen had been talking to Mrs. Shaughnessy on her compact mirror. She waved her hand over the mirror to end the call and snapped the mirror closed. “Oh, sorry, honey,” she said, glancing at her son. “Give me your Book of Shadows.”

“My what?” asked David. Each student at the Salem Academy had a Book of Shadows, which was their personal spellbook.

“Your Book of Shadows, I need to give you permission to get off at Sean's bus stop,” explained Mrs. Rosen.

David gave his mother a mystified look. 

“I have a meeting with the director in about five minutes about collection development for the library. I don't want you and Ashira going home to an empty house. Sean's mother said you could go to his house, provided you both do your homework before you play,” added Mrs. Rosen, as she waved a piece of paper over Book of Shadows and murmured a few words. 

“I get to go Sean's house after school! Awesome!” declared David, his brown eyes shining. “Why are you waving that piece of paper?”

“It's your bus pass,” replied his mother.

“My what?”

“From what I understand from the staff manual, keeping in mind that I am not a bus driver,” she began, “each stop is essentially color-coded, I believe, to ensure that students get off at the correct stop.”

“What does that have to do with my Book of Shadows?” David objected. 

“Your Book of Shadows is not only your personal spellbook, but also your student ID. Watch,” she instructed her son, as she waved her hand over the book and a miniature three-dimensional picture of David, detailed with what he was wearing that day, appeared before them. Under the miniature picture was a physical description of David, along with his name, address, age, grade, date of birth, and phone number.

“Wow! Why is all that information there?” he asked.

“So that no one can take our spellbooks,” his sister answered as she walked into the library.
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1 – After School
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“You knew about this stuff?” David asked Ashira, waving his hand over his Book of Shadows.

“Rebecca and I got our spellbooks mixed up one day last week, and the bus driver wouldn't let her off the bus until we switched books,” Ashira confessed.

“Oh! But, we don't take our spellbooks out of backpacks when we get off the bus,” David objected.

“You don't have to. As you exit the bus, the spell over the doorway scans your spellbook for its aura, which produces a certain color...” added Mrs. Rosen.

“Which is how the bus stops are color-coded,” continued David. “How cool!” he said enthusiastically. He gave  his mother a very brief hug and ran off to catch the bus with Sean.

“What about me? Who am I riding home with? Rebecca has orchestra!” Ashira asked.

“I'm sorry, honey. My meeting won't take too long. You can stay in the library and read,” began Mrs. Rosen.

“Mom! I don't want to read! How boring!” she objected.

“But I thought you liked reading Little House on the Prairie,” her mother said, pursing her lips together. She had thought about casting a spell on the twins to get them to read more, but felt it would be unethical, not to mention the side-effects could be disastrous. 

The edict do harm to no one was firmly and indelibly, etched in her brain when it came to magic. There were times when that edict had to be disregarded, such as when someone was in
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