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​CHAPTER ONE:  THINGS CONCERNING THE KINGDOM OF GOD
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IN THIS BOOK, OUR DESIRE is to trace the presentation of the subject through the Scriptures from the time when the kingdom was seen in the children of Israel - a people for God in the wilderness - during the later history of that people up to the time when, as intimated by the Lord, the kingdom would be taken away from them and “given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof” (Matthew 21.43). Thence onwards throughout the present dispensation as the kingdom is seen in the “little flock” to whom the Lord disclosed it was to be given (Luke 12.32); to its culmination in eternity.

In this opening chapter, which is intended merely as an introduction, we desire to remind our readers of the place this subject had in the teaching of the Lord and His apostles so that we may have before our minds a right estimation of the matter under review.

The Lord taught His disciples to pray, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth” (Matthew 6.10), and He said of Himself, “I must preach the good tidings of the kingdom of God to the other cities also: for therefore was I sent” (Luke 4.43). It is recorded also of Him “that He went about through cities and villages, preaching and bringing the good tidings of the kingdom of God” (Luke 8.1), and further that the last days of His earthly ministry the forty days between His resurrection and ascension were occupied in “speaking the things concerning the kingdom of God” (Acts 1.3).

The kingdom had been located in the nation of Israel whose was “the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service of God, and the promises” (Romans 9.4), but, because of their disobedience and departure from the divine will, it was to be taken away from them and given to another nation, in keeping with the Lord’s words in Matthew 21.48, quoted above.

It was to the disciples gathered round the Lord that He said, in Luke 12, “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” The disciples of the Lord were to become a holy nation as we see from 1 Peter 2.9, with all that would be involved in such a state.

In His memorable words to Pilate in John 18.36, the Lord declared, “My kingdom is not of this world ... now is My kingdom not from hence,” this making it clear that neither in nature nor origin was that kingdom He was about to establish “of this world.” While this kingdom may be His future kingdom, the same principle applies to that which would be set up after His resurrection.

It was a kingdom spiritual in character, and one into which only those who were born anew could enter (John 3.5). That He might have such a people was the great purpose before “Our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ when He gave Himself for us” (Titus 2.14). May there be a worthy response in our hearts to the desire of the Lord for a people together, owning His authority and seeking to do His will, not only in their individual lives but also in a collective capacity.

From the question asked by the apostles, “Lord, dost Thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1.6), it would appear that they were still looking to Him as the One who “should redeem Israel.” The wider vision of the purpose of God in this dispensation set forth in the words of Isaiah 49.6, “It is too light a thing that Thou shouldest be My Servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob: ... I will also give Thee for a light to the Gentiles, that Thou mayest be My salvation unto the end of the earth” they had not yet seen.

The instructions given by the risen Lord “that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His Name unto all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem” (Luke 24.47), and His commission to the disciples, “Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you “ (Matthew 28.19, 20), reveal both the nature and extent of the work in the present day.

In the pursuit of this work the presence and power of the Holy Spirit were essential, therefore the disciples were instructed by the Lord, “Tarry ye in the city until ye be clothed with power from on high” (Luke 24.49).

The promise of the Lord Jesus, “Ye shall receive power, when the Holy Spirit is come upon you,” having been fulfilled, on the day of Pentecost there commenced the witness to the resurrection and exaltation of “Jesus whom ye crucified,” and whom “God hath made ... both Lord and Christ,” with the result that hearts were reached, repentance effected and disciples were baptized in subjection to the authority of the crucified, risen and ascended Lord.

These disciples, being added to the company already together in Jerusalem (Acts 1.15), formed the nucleus of the newly-constituted people of God, the little flock to whom the kingdom, taken away from Israel, was given. We see then that at the commencement of the present dispensation, Peter and others in Jerusalem were engaged in the work of furthering the kingdom.  In Acts 8.12, we read of Philip in Samaria preaching good tidings concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ.” Paul tells us he “went about preaching the kingdom,” and the Acts of the Apostles closes with the record of Paul in Rome “preaching the kingdom of God.”

The little that has been written here (much more could be written) is, we hope, sufficient to show that in “the kingdom of God” we have a truth dear to the heart of the Lord Jesus, and one in the furtherance of which the apostles spent their lives. May we as disciples follow the example set before us!

Later chapters will deal with principles involved, and with services expected both Godward and manward of those to whom the kingdom has been given, and we hope interest and profit in the subject will be found by all who have the opportunity to read about it.
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​CHAPTER TWO: THE KINGDOM OF GOD IN THE WILDERNESS
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AFTER THE CHILDREN of Israel left Egypt and journeyed into the wilderness Moses was instructed by God to reveal to them something of the purpose for which He had chosen them.

“Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel ... Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then shall ye be a peculiar treasure unto Me from among all peoples: for all the earth is Mine: and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation” (Exodus 19.3-6).

They had already had a remarkable experience, the experience of deliverance from the hand of the destroyer as they availed themselves of God’s plan of salvation for them and were sheltered under the blood put on the doorposts and lintels of their houses. More than that, they had followed the LORD’S leading and had passed through the waters of the Red Sea and as they emerged on the other side had seen those waters move back into their place and mark their separation from Egypt and from the tyranny and wrong associated with it. So they had been released from the bondage of Egypt. But though they had had these experiences they had not yet entered into the fulness of God’s purpose in them: they were not yet constituted a kingdom of priests. Becoming a kingdom of priests involved more than salvation and baptism.

A kingdom presupposes a ruler and those who together make up the kingdom should stand in subjection to that ruler and act in obedience to the laws of the kingdom. So in this kingdom in the wilderness the same principles were to operate and God said: “If ye will obey My voice and keep My covenant, THEN ye shall be a kingdom - God spoke to Moses and Moses set before the elders of the people “all these words which the LORD commanded him” (Exodus 19.7). The people, in their turn, signified their intention to obey. So God gave to the people, through His faithful servant, the commandments which He expected them to obey. These were far reaching in their effects; they affected the relationship of the people with God Himself; their relationship with each other and, indeed, reached out into every department of their lives. And again the people affirmed, “All the words which the Lord hath spoken will we do” (Exodus 24.8).

They entered therefore into covenant relationship with God, and had the further experience of sanctification by blood as the blood was sprinkled upon them and they were set apart in obedience to the LORD. Upon this obedience depended their standing before God as a kingdom of priests. From those who had thus covenanted to walk in obedience the LORD was pleased to receive a willing offering and to them was given the pattern of His house and of the manner in which they might approach God as a kingdom of priests. Obedience was the key-note. “If ye will OBEY” was the LORD’S word to the people: and their response was “ALL that the Lord hath spoken will we do.”

Things that were written aforetime were written for our learning. Today God’s will for those who have been redeemed is still that with willing hearts they should respond and say, “All that the Lord hath spoken will we do.” The commandments of the Lord have been given to us in the Word of God and as the disciple bows in subjection to them he is brought into the kingdom of God and to God’s House, where, with others, he may worship and serve God in an acceptable way.
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