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This book is dedicated
to Lynn and Sandy, who have been faithful supporters of this
ministry for many years! Of such, the following is true:

“For God is not unjust
so as to forget your work and the love which you have shown toward
His name, in having ministered and in still ministering to the
saints.”

Hebrews 6:10
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INTRODUCTION

 Someone might ask, in looking at the book: Why did
you not call this ‘Jesus’ Upper Room Discourse’? And the answer
would be, because The Lord Jesus’ had parting words with His
disciples in the upper room in Jerusalem that covered only John 13
and 14. We know for sure from what we read at Luke 22:1-14 that
John 13 took place in the upper room in Jerusalem, where God’s Son
partook of the Passover lamb with the Twelve apostles, sometimes
referred to as The Last Supper. And then at the end of John 14, The
Lord Jesus says to the Twelve, “Let us go from here,” that is, in
effect saying, ‘let us go from the upper room in Jerusalem’ and
they now start making their way to the garden of Gethsemane, just
outside the city gates, with John 15 and 16 now taking place while
on the way there. That is why then that this book is called,
“Jesus’ Parting Words Of Love To His Own: John 13 to 16,” which is
all what God’s Son said to them on their last evening together
before His arrest and crucifixion.

And there are
four things that we should be aware of at the outset. The first is
that the Biblical text that God gave will be included as part of
the text of this book, so that the reader will not have to turn to
the Bible to read that text. It will appear in italics. Then
secondly, each chapter has been broken into smaller sections, which
will begin with italicized text, with a brief explanation supplied
as a help of what is covered in that particular section. And
thirdly, whenever an added word appears in the Biblical text that
was supplied by the translators from the original Greek into
English as a help to the reader, it will be noted, if it affects
our understanding of the text. Then fourthly, at times comments are
supplied by the author, which will be in brackets in the text of
God’s word as an additional help to the reader.

Then we are to
also note that there is an Addenda at the back of the book with
three sections. In Addendum A, there is a brief outline of the four
ages of time, for any reading the book who might not be familiar
with this information. Then in Addendum B, there is a brief outline
of the two comings from Heaven to earth in time of God’s Son, The
Lord Jesus Christ, for any who may not be familiar with this
information either. At Addendum C, we have a presentation of the
gospel, which is the good news that God has given in His word
regarding His Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, for any readers who might
not have as yet this vital personal relationship with God, through
faith in His Son.

What should
also be mentioned before closing this Introduction, because we are
all somewhat curious by nature, is that after completing 21 years
of formal education and then spending almost 28 years working in
Project Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two
large utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been, and is still serving
Him, as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

Please note the
two websites listed below, which have been established for the
purpose of interacting with readers and for gospel ministry:

http://www.pilgrimpathwaypublications.com

http://servantofmosthigh.com

And now my
prayer is that God will richly bless you as you read this book, and
greatly minister to every need in your life, as only God can! To
Him be all praise, honor, and glory, with thanksgiving, both now
and forevermore! Amen.









JOHN 13

Verses 1-38

A brief introduction
to the book of John in preparation for Jesus’ parting words of love
to His disciples

What would
prove useful as we begin is to provide a brief introduction to the
book of John before we start looking at The Lord Jesus’ parting
words of love to His disciples at John 13 to 16. As most would
know, there are four gospel accounts of the life and ministry of
God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, at His first coming from Heaven
to earth. The book of Matthew was provided by God for the benefit
of the nation of Israel, which is why Matthew begins at verse 1:1
with these words, “The record of the genealogy of Jesus the
Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham, “which is a bridge
from when God was dealing with the nations of world through the
nation of Israel during the second of time in the Old Testament,
which now continues into the New Testament.

Then the book
of Mark was given by God for the benefit of the Romans, who ruled
the known world at this time, which is why it is the briefest of
the four gospel accounts. The book of Luke was given by God to show
forth the humanity of God’s Son, which is why we there have Jesus’
birth into this world, His early life, and then earthly ministry
all given in greater detail, being also the longest gospel account.
Then the book of John, in contrast to Luke and following it, was
given by God to show forth the Deity of God’s Son, in that God’s
eternally existing Son had now come to earth to take on human
flesh, as God had prophesied at Genesis 3:15 that He would one day
do. This therefore means that John has some unique material that is
not found in the other gospel accounts, as for instance the
material we will look at in this book, including The Lord Jesus’
prayer to His Father at John 17.

And so, as we
come to John 13, God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, has been
carrying on His public ministry for about three and a half years,
having started that ministry at the age of thirty (Luke 3:23).
However, that ministry here on earth was about to end, as He will
be arrested the same night that we have the material that makes up
this book, and He will be hanging on a cross the very next morning
from the time He meets with the Twelve here at John 13. This
therefore means that these really are His parting words of love to
His own!

John 13:1-11, The Lord
Jesus washes the feet of the Twelve after partaking His last
Passover meal with them and after instituting The Lord’s Supper

As we begin The
Lord Jesus’ parting words of love to His own, as represented by the
Twelve, we now have God’s Son in an upper room in Jerusalem,
partaking of the Passover lamb together with the Twelve, at which
time He is also seen instituting The Lord’s Supper and then washing
their feet, noting now what we read at John 13:1 to begin with,
“Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His
hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father,
having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the
end.”

When we read
here at verse 13:1, “Now before the Feast of the Passover,” this
simply means that before partaking of the Passover lamb with the
Twelve, which event would start “the Feast of the Passover,” The
Lord Jesus had something else that He planned to do, which was to
wash the feet of the Twelve apostles, who were with Him! As we will
see, this was now a Thursday evening, the 14th of the first month,
that being the 14th of Abib (which month became Nissan after the
exile to Babylon of the southern kingdom of Judah in 486 BC),
noting what God said at Exodus 23:15, “You shall observe the Feast
of Unleavened Bread; for seven days you are to eat unleavened
bread, as I commanded you, at the appointed time in the month Abib,
for in it you came out of Egypt.”

Then before
God’s Son does wash the feet of the Twelve apostles who were with
Him, God discloses here at verse 13:1 that the occasion for their
meeting together was “the Feast of the Passover.” This was a feast
that God instituted for the nation of Israel to observe to
commemorate their deliverance by God from the bondage of Egypt and
also from God’s judgment, as we see at Exodus
12:1-3,5-7,11-13,17,18, where we read, “[1] Now the Lord said to
Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, [2] “This month shall be the
beginning of months for you; it is to be the first month of the
year to you. [3] Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying,
'On the tenth of this month they are each one to take A LAMB for
themselves, according to their fathers' households, a lamb for each
household… [5] YOUR LAMB SHALL BE AN UNBLEMISHED MALE a year old;
you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. [6] You shall
keep it until the FOURTEENTH DAY of the same month, then the whole
assembly of the congregation of Israel is to KILL IT AT TWILIGHT.
[7] Moreover, they shall take some of THE BLOOD and put it on the
two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it…
[11] Now you shall eat it in this manner: with your loins girded,
your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you
shall eat it in haste — it is THE LORD’S PASSOVER. [12] For I will
go through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down
all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and
against all the gods of Egypt I will execute JUDGMENTS — I am the
Lord. [13] THE BLOOD SHALL BE A SIGN for you on the houses where
you live; and WHEN I SEE THE BLOOD I WILL PASS OVER YOU, and no
plague will befall you to destroy you when I strike the land of
Egypt… [17] You shall also observe THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD,
for on this very day I brought your hosts out of the land of Egypt;
therefore YOU SHALL OBSERVE THIS DAY throughout your generations AS
A PERMANENT ORDINANCE. [18] In THE FIRST MONTH, ON THE FOURTEENTH
DAY OF THE MONTH AT EVENING, you shall eat unleavened bread, until
the twenty-first day of the month at evening.”

There are a
number of important truths that we see here and are to remember
relating to John 13. The first is that each household of the sons
of Israel, while still in bondage in Egypt, were to take an
unblemished male lamb and kill it at twilight and place some of its
blood on the two doorposts and the lintel of one’s household. Of
course, this lamb here foreshadowed God’s Son as coming in the
future, as promised by God since Genesis 3:15, Who would, when He
came to earth as born of a woman, likewise shed His blood as a
willing sacrifice to His Father so as to provide Him a basis for
the forgiveness of sins for all those who believe in Him, so as to
escape the judgment of death at God’s Hand reserved for those who
did not believe in Him, with the nation of Egypt here being
representative of this world in unbelief.

The second
truth that we see from the above passage is that we know that the
Passover lamb had to be sacrificed at twilight, which is as the sun
goes down, on the fourteenth day of the first month on the Jewish
calendar, which we know was the month of Abib, before the exile to
Babylon of the southern kingdom of Judah in 486 BC, which then
became the month of Nissan upon their return to the land of Israel
after the exile. The partaking of the Passover lamb, which was to
be with unleavened bread, marked the start of the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, which now went on for seven days, as we see at
verses 17,18 above.

The third truth
that we need to observe and keep in mind is that this feast
pictures part of our salvation experience for us now, in that the
partaking of Passover lamb and the application of the blood to
one’s household to escape the judgment of God spoke of having
placed one’s faith in God’s coming Son, who would in His humanity
die for the sins of the human race, so that those who believed in
Him would not perish in God’s judgment, but would instead have the
forgiveness of sins and eternal life with Him. The unleavened bread
in the above passage pictured the absence of sin in the lives of
those who had now believed in God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ.

And now here at
John 13, God’s Son was in an upper guest room in Jerusalem, being
there to partake of His last Passover meal with the Twelve, which
we know was indeed the case based on what God tells us at Luke
22:1-14. Because this passage contains valuable background
information for our present purpose, we will quote it here, “[1]
Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover,
was approaching. [2] THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND THE SCRIBES WERE SEEKING
HOW THEY MIGHT PUT HIM TO DEATH; for they were afraid of the
people. [3] And SATAN ENTERED INTO JUDAS WHO WAS CALLED ISCARIOT,
belonging to the number of the twelve. [4] And he went away and
discussed with the chief priests and officers how he might betray
Him to them. [5] They were glad and agreed to give him money. [6]
So he consented, and began seeking a good opportunity to betray Him
to them apart from the crowd. [7] Then came THE FIRST DAY OF
UNLEAVENED BREAD ON WHICH THE PASSOVER LAMB HAD TO BE SACRIFICED.
[8] And Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and prepare the
Passover for us, so that we may eat it." [9] They said to Him,
"Where do You want us to prepare it?" [10] And He said to them,
"When you have entered the city, a man will meet you carrying a
pitcher of water; follow him into the house that he enters. [11]
And you shall say to the owner of the house, 'The Teacher says to
you, "Where is THE GUEST ROOM in which I may eat the PASSOVER with
My disciples?" ' [12] And he will show you a large, furnished UPPER
ROOM; prepare it there." [13] And they left and found everything
just as He had told them; and they prepared the PASSOVER. [14] When
the hour had come, He reclined at the table, and THE APOSTLES with
Him.”

There are a
number of important truths given to us in this passage that we need
to be aware of and keep in mind relating to John 13. The first is
that the nation of Israel, as represented by its leadership, had
already made the decision to have God’s Son, The Lord Jesus Christ,
put to death, with Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, having
already made an agreement with them to turn Him over at an
opportune time, which we also see here was a devil-inspired work
that was in the process of being carried out!

Secondly, we
see that this was now the first day of the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, which began with the partaking of the Passover lamb at
twilight, that is, as the sun was going down. Thirdly, we see that
this was indeed an upper guest room they were meeting in, which was
in Jerusalem. Then fourthly, we see that it was indeed the Twelve
apostles, who were there with The Lord Jesus to partake of this
Passover meal.

Then, as God
continues, He tells us at John 13:1 that “Jesus knowing that His
hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the
Father,” which we need to note “His hour” began with the time of
The Lord Jesus' arrest, when betrayed by Judas Iscariot (noting
Mark 14:41; Luke 22:53), leading to His death on the cross at 3 pm
the next day (Friday), in which in spirit by The Holy Spirit "He
would depart out of this world to The Father" in Heaven (noting
Matthew 27:50; Luke 23:46; John 19:30). This would now be regarded
by God as a time under the power of darkness, that is, of the evil
one, with God allowing those who wanted to kill The Lord Jesus to
now go ahead and do so, with God using His Son’s death at the cross
to fulfill His own purpose in providing for our redemption (noting
Acts 2:22-24)!

So when God
says here, in speaking of His Son at verse 13:1, “having loved His
own who were in the world, He loved them to the end,” we are to
realize that God’s Son gave all He had to give in order to come to
this earth and take on the body that His Father had prepared for
Him in the womb of the virgin (noting Hebrews 10:5). Even though He
knew that His coming to earth meant suffering and death at the
hands of a sinful human race, yet He willingly came, knowing that
this was the only way that His Father would have a basis for the
forgiveness of sins and the granting eternal life to all those who
would believe on Him while on earth (noting 1 John 3:16 with
Philippians 2:8). This therefore meant that His love for those The
Father would give Him would continue to the end of His earthly
life, and then continue on in the age to come, and on into
eternity! We are to see that all that God does in time and eternity
for His own is always an act of love!

And as God’s
Son prepares to leave this world and return to His Father in Heaven
in the ascension, after His death at the cross, His burial, and His
resurrection from the dead the third day, He has one last task
given Him by His Father, which is to give His Twelve apostles
parting words of love. The Lord Jesus had loved these disciples
since being called by Him to join Him in public ministry, by first
being trained by Him while He was still on earth to carry on the
public ministry after He had returned to Heaven again, noting here
what we read at Mark 3:13,14, “[13] And He went up on the mountain
and summoned those whom He Himself wanted, and they came to Him.
[14] And He appointed twelve, so that they would be with Him and
that He could send them out to preach…”

We often do not
realize how much a loved one loved us until they are taken from us.
Until that happens, we often simply just take them for granted and
assume they will be there with us forever, not giving much thought
about their not being with us anymore. This would be true also with
the Twelve. They had been with God’s Son now for three and half
years, day and night, sharing meals and the same campsites,
constantly on the road, as The Lord Jesus had said at Matthew 8:20,
“The foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, but the
Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head." Home for God’s precious
Son while on earth was wherever His Father called Him to be while
on earth, which was but a temporary place, as One just passing
through!

Then God goes
on at John 13:2-5 and says, “[2] DURING SUPPER, the devil having
already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to
betray Him, [3] Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things
into His hands, and that He had come forth from God and was going
back to God, [4] got up from supper, and laid aside His garments;
and taking a towel, He girded Himself. [5] Then He poured water
into the basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe
them with the towel with which He was girded."

The first thing
we need to note here is that the washing of the disciples' feet
takes place during "supper." It is very important to realize here
that the Passover is never once referred to as a "supper" (noting
Matthew 26:17-19; Mark 14:12,14,16; Luke 22:8,11,13,15), further
noting here that this word "supper" is the Greek word “Deipnon” and
here refers to "The Lord's supper" (noting 1 Corinthians 11:20),
which we see from the other gospel accounts, namely Matthew
26:26-28; Mark 14:22-25 and Luke 22:19,20, was instituted
immediately following the partaking of this Passover meal
together!

This becomes
important for two reason here. The first is that if The Lord's
Supper has already been instituted at this point, then that means
that Judas Iscariot was present at that first Lord's Supper! If we
look at Luke 22:21-23, we there see that Judas Iscariot was indeed
present for that first Lord's Supper, since here The Lord Jesus
clearly says at verse 22:21, after having instituted The Lord's
supper, "But behold, the hand of the one betraying Me is with Mine
on the table."

What this meant
is that there was one present who was not only an unbeliever, but
one who was actually serving Satan, the devil, as is clear from
what God goes on to tells in the rest of John 13:2, “…the devil
having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of
Simon, to betray Him…” This here is a reference to what we earlier
quoted from Luke 22:2-4, which we need to quote here again for our
present purpose, “[2] The chief priests and the scribes were
seeking how they might put Him to death; for they were afraid of
the people. [3] And Satan entered into Judas who was called
Iscariot, belonging to the number of the twelve. [4] And he went
away and discussed with the chief priests and officers how he might
betray Him to them.”

Then the second
reason that it is important to know that Judas Iscariot was present
for not only the Passover meal, but also The Lord’s Supper, which
was instituted immediately after, is that this also meant that
Judas Iscariot even had his feet washed by The Lord Jesus here,
which is an event which occurs “during supper” (verse 13:2).

We are then
told at verse 13:3 as commentary, “(Jesus), knowing that the Father
had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth
from God and was going back to God.” Here, we are told two things
that The Lord Jesus knew, with one being "that The Father had given
all things into His hands," noting here what we are told at John
3:35, “"The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His
hand.”

Then the second
thing that The precious Lord Jesus knew here was "that He had come
forth from God and was going back to God," noting here what we are
told at John 8:42, “Jesus said to them, "If God were your Father,
you would love Me, for I proceeded forth and have come from God,
for I have not even come on My own initiative, but He sent Me,””
and also John 16:28, “I came forth from the Father and have come
into the world; I am leaving the world again and going to the
Father."

The Lord Jesus
had come forth, as we see in Philippians 2:6-8, in the nature of a
Servant at His Incarnation. What this meant is that The eternal Son
of God had come forth from Heaven to take on our humanity (noting
also Hebrews 2:14; 10:5), and was now about to return to Heaven
clothed with a glorified humanity, that is, now with a visible, yet
spiritual body that would last forever and never be subjected to
death (noting 1 Corinthians 15:42-46).

And we then see
that it was at The Lord Jesus' exaltation back to Heaven that He
was given all things into His Hands by The Father, noting Ephesians
1:20-22, where we read, “[20] which He brought about in Christ,
when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand
in the heavenly places, [21] far above all rule and authority and
power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this
age but also in the one to come. [22] And He put all things in
subjection under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to
the church..." What is really precious to observe here is that we
are told these great truths at verse 13:3 about God’s Son before
being told what He was now seen as doing at verse 13:4,5, in terms
of washing the disciple’s feet.

The thought
which comes here is that we are to see how great the contrast was
and the deep humility that did characterize The Lord Jesus while in
His humanity, as we see in 2 Corinthians 8:9, where we read, "For
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was
rich, yet for your sake He became poor (at His Incarnation), so
that you through His poverty (noting Philippians 2:5-8) might
become rich." He, The Lord Jesus Christ, as The Son of God
eternally, Who had the highest place, with His Father and The Holy
Spirit in The eternal Godhead, was willing to take the lowest place
for the sake of our redemption, that we could partake of His Divine
nature and live on with God eternally! Praise be to God, both now
and forevermore! Amen.

And so, what we
next see at verses 13:4,5 is that The Lord Jesus, “[4] got up from
supper, and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded
Himself. [5] Then He poured water into the basin, and began to wash
the disciples' feet and to wipe them with the towel with which He
was girded.” And the question which arises here is: Was this not
something that was supposed to have been done as they entered the
upper room together, before even the Passover meal? And the answer
is: Yes, it was!

For what we
need to be aware of here is that it was customary in Israel, as in
all of the Middle Eastern countries, that when one entered one’s
home for a meal, one would greet the guests at the door with a
towel and wash basin with water so that the guests could wash their
feet as they entered, since the normal type of footwear worn by the
general population were sandals, which therefore meant one soon
collected a lot of dust from the roadways on one’s feet. It was
also customary to provide a flask of olive oil for one’s face, due
to the drying effect of being out in the hot sun, noting Luke
7:44-46.

However, what
we are to grasp here is all knew what should be done, yet NONE of
the Twelve had taken upon himself to do what God’s Son, The Lord
Jesus Christ, is seen as doing here! What this tells us here then
is the spiritual condition of these men, even at this late date,
and even after having been with God’s Son for three and a half
years already, learning from Him so as to carry on the ministry
after He had returned to Heaven in the ascension! God tells us
about the Twelve’s spiritual condition at Luke 22:24 also, which
was on the same occasion as here at John 13, namely in the taking
of their last Passover meal together, noting what we are there
told, “And there arose also
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