

    
        
          The Squatters

        

        
        
          A Thriller

        

        
        
          Vincent Zandri

        

        
          Published by Vincent Zandri, 2024.

        

    



  
    
    
      This is a work of fiction. Similarities to real people, places, or events are entirely coincidental.

    
    

    
      THE SQUATTERS

    

    
      First edition. July 6, 2024.

      Copyright © 2024 Vincent Zandri.

    

    
    
      ISBN: 979-8230541868

    

    
    
      Written by Vincent Zandri.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
	    
	      Also by Vincent Zandri

	    

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker Box Set

          
        
          
	          The Chase Baker Trilogy:Volume II

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Dutch Diamonds

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Spear of Destiny

          
        
          
	          The Chase Baker Trilogy: The First Three Chase Baker Thriller Novels

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Quest for the Holy Grail

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Pyramid of Madness

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Hunt for Nazi Gold

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker und die Jagd nach Nazi-Gold

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Purple Robe of Christ

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Nazi Time Machine

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller No. 12

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Lost Ark of God

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series

          
        
          
	          Young Chase Baker and the Cross of the Last Crusade

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series No. 1

          
        
          
	          The Shroud Key

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series No. 2

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Golden Condor

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series No. 3

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the God Boy

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series No. 4

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Lincoln Curse

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series No. 6

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Da Vinci Divinity

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Chase Baker Thriller Series No. 9

          
        
          
	          Chase Baker and the Seventh Seal

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Dick Moonlight PI Series

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Falls

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Gets Schooled

          
        
          
	          Blue Moonlight

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Weeps

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Breaks Bad

          
        
          
	          Murder by Moonlight

          
        
          
	          Divorce by Moonlight

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Gets Railroaded

          
        
          
	          Code Blue Moonlight

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Dick Moonlight PI Series Short

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Gets Served

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Goes Viral

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Mafia

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Detour

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Dick Moonlight PI Thriller

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Kills

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Falls: New and Lengthened Editor’s Cut Edition

          
        
          
	          The Dick Moonlight PI Box Set II

          
        
          
	          Moonlight and the Hitman

          
        
          
	          Terminal Moonlight

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Rises

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Gets Schooled

          
        
          
	          Downhill Moonlight

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Dick Moonlight Thriller Book 9

          
        
          
	          Dog Day Moonlight

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Frank Tassi Mobster Family Thriller

          
        
          
	          The IRS Agent Came Calling for Blood

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Gripping Ava "Spike" Harrison Thriller

          
        
          
	          The Concrete Pearl

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Gripping Dick Moonlight PI Thriller

          
        
          
	          Moonlight Sonata

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Gripping Dick Moonlight PI Thriller Boxed Set

          
        
          
	          Dick Moonlight Collection One

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Gripping Tanya Teal Corporate War Chronicles Thriller

          
        
          
	          Primary Termination

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Jack "Keeper" Marconi PI Thriller Series

          
        
          
	          The Sins of the Sons: A Gripping Hard-Boiled Mystery Thriller with a Surprise Ending

          
        
          
	          The Innocent

          
        
          
	          Godchild

          
        
          
	          American Prison Break

          
        
          
	          The Jack Marconi P.I. Box Set

          
        
          
	          White Wedding

          
        
          
	          The Body

          
        
          
	          Ruthless

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      (A Jack Marconi PI Series)

          
        
          
	          The Guilty

          
        
          
	          The Slender Man

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      (A Keeper Marconi PI Thriller Book 5

          
        
          
	          Dressed to Kill

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      American Crime Story: A Thriller Series

          
        
          
	          American Crime Story: Book I

          
        
          
	          American Crime Story: Book II

          
        
          
	          American Crime Story: Book III

          
        
          
	          American Crime Story: Book IV

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Meta Man Time Travel Thriller

          
        
          
	          The Passion of Casey Smith

          
        
          
	          Meta Man

          
        
          
	          Meta Man: Mars 900 C

          
        
          
	          Cashless Bail

          
        
          
	          After Life

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Sam Savage Sky Marshal Thriller

          
        
          
	          Dead Heading

          
        
          
	          The Sam Savage Sky Marshal Boxed Set

          
        
          
	          Tunnel Rats

          
        
          
	          The Empire Runaway

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Short Thriller

          
        
          
	          Ghosts

          
        
          
	          Pembroke Pines

          
        
          
	          The Killer

          
        
          
	          Hit and Run

          
        
          
	          The Devil Won't Have You

          
        
          
	          The Girl in the Window

          
        
          
	          Go Get Me A Gun

          
        
          
	          The Left Hook

          
        
          
	          Autonomous

          
        
          
	          Delusional

          
        
          
	          Desperate Measures

          
        
          
	          Domestic Dispute

          
        
          
	          Living Doll

          
        
          
	          The Woman with Two Faces

          
        
          
	          The Man Who Prayed for the End of the World

          
        
          
	          Hitchhiker

          
        
          
	          Bang Bang Shoot Shoot

          
        
          
	          Memory Bank

          
        
          
	          Left Alone

          
        
          
	          The Commuter

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Short Thriller Collection

          
        
          
	          Desperate Measures: A Short Thriller Collection

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Short True Crime Thriller

          
        
          
	          I Am God

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Steele and Blood Thriller

          
        
          
	          Alligator Alcatraz

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Steve Jobz PI Thriller

          
        
          
	          The Flower Man

          
        
          
	          The Extortionist

          
        
          
	          The Plumber

          
        
          
	          I, The Judge

          
        
          
	          The Steve Jobz PI Box Set

          
        
          
	          The Blackmailer

          
        
          
	          The Garbage Man

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Steve Jobz Thriller

          
        
          
	          The Embalmer

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      (A Thriller)

          
        
          
	          The Scream Catcher

          
        
          
	          A Touch of Evil

          
        
          
	          Detonator

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Thriller

          
        
          
	          The Caretaker

          
        
          
	          Tarantulas at Thirty Thousand Feet

          
        
          
	          American Crime Story: The Complete Saga

          
        
          
	          Deranged Fan

          
        
          
	          The Girl Who Wasn't There

          
        
          
	          Her Darkest Secret

          
        
          
	          Paradox Lake

          
        
          
	          Max Gator: A Thriller

          
        
          
	          The Squatters

          
        
          
	          Assignment Rendition

          
        
          
	          The Ex-Con

          
        
          
	          Bullet

          
        
          
	          Love Like a Loaded Gun

          
        
          
	          Everything Burns

          
        
          
	          Love Like a Loaded Gun: Mass Market Edition

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Tony and Stan Thriller

          
        
          
	          Bingo Night

          
        
          
	          Border Crossings

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Vincent Zandri Hard-Boiled Short Read

          
        
          
	          Pathological

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      A Young Chase Baker Thriller

          
        
          
	          Young Chase Baker and the Well of the Souls

          
        
          
	          Young Chase Baker and the President's Assassin

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Dick Moonlight PI

          
        
          
	          The Moonlight Falcon

          
        
          
	          Full Moonlight

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      PI Jack Marconi

          
        
          
	          Arbor Hill

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      PULP Thrillers

          
        
          
	          Pulp 2: Three Gripping Thrillers Collected in One Box Set

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      The Rebecca Underhill Trilogy

          
        
          
	          The Remains

          
        
          
	          The Ashes

          
        
          
	          The Bones

          
        
          
	          The Remains

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      (Vincent Zandri on Writing Book)

          
        
          
	          Pieces of Mind: Fictional Truths & Non-Fictional Lies about Writing and the Writing Life

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Writer's Life Mindset Lecture Series

          
        
          
	          The Writer’s Life Mindset Lecture Series Number 1: The Series that Helps You become a Real Pro Writer!

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Writer's Life Volume 1

          
        
          
	          The Writer's Life

          
        
      

      
	    
          
	      Standalone

          
        
          
	          Pulp!: Two Thriller Novels and a Novella

          
        
          
	          Head

          
        
          
	          Pathological: Collected Short Reads of Sex, Lies, and Murder!

          
        
          
	          Go Get Me  a Gun

          
        
      

      
    
	    
	      
	      Watch for more at Vincent Zandri’s site.

	      
	    

	  
    


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Also By Vincent Zandri

Begin your Moonlight journey today with a FREE copy of MOONLIGHT FALLS, the first novel in the Thriller and Shamus Award winning series. | Or visit WWW.VINZANDRI.COM to nab all of Vin’s thrillers and mystery series. | PRAISE FOR VINCENT ZANDRI

“These squatters...are new world barbarians, conquering free spaces and making them their own.” | — James W. Bodden

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

33

Sign up for Vincent Zandri's Mailing List

Also By Vincent Zandri

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

Begin your Moonlight journey today with a FREE copy of MOONLIGHT FALLS, the first novel in the Thriller and Shamus Award winning series. 


Or visit WWW.VINZANDRI.COM to nab all of Vin’s thrillers and mystery series. 



[image: ]


––––––––
[image: ]


PRAISE FOR VINCENT ZANDRI

––––––––
[image: ]


“SENSATIONAL . . . MASTERFUL . . . brilliant.”

—New York Post

––––––––
[image: ]


“(A) CHILLING TALE OF obsessive love from Thriller Award–winner Zandri (Moonlight Weeps) . . . Riveting.”

—Publishers Weekly

––––––––
[image: ]


“. . . OH, WHAT A STORY it is . . . Riveting . . . A terrific old school thriller.”

—Booklist “Starred Review”

––––––––
[image: ]


“ZANDRI DOES A FANTASTIC job with this story. Not only does he scare the reader, but the horror  

Show he presents also scares the man who is the definition of the word “tough.”

—Suspense Magazine

––––––––
[image: ]


“I VERY HIGHLY RECOMMEND this book . . . It's a great crime drama that is full of action and intense suspense, along with some great twists . . . Vincent Zandri has become a huge name and just keeps pouring out one best seller after another.”

—Life in Review

––––––––
[image: ]


“(THE INNOCENT) IS A thriller that has depth and substance, wickedness and compassion.”

—The Times-Union (Albany)

––––––––
[image: ]


"THE ACTION NEVER WANES." 

—Fort Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel

––––––––
[image: ]


"GRITTY, FAST-PACED, lyrical and haunting." 

—Harlan Coben, New York Times bestselling author of Six Years

––––––––
[image: ]


"TOUGH, STYLISH, HEARTBREAKING." 

—Don Winslow, New York Times bestselling author of Savages and Cartel.

––––––––
[image: ]


“A TIGHTLY CRAFTED, smart, disturbing, elegantly crafted complex thriller . . . I dare you to start it and not keep reading.”

—MJ Rose, New York Times bestselling author of Halo Effect and Closure 

––––––––
[image: ]


“A CLASSIC SLICE OF raw pulp noir...”

—William Landay, New York Times bestselling author of Defending Jacob

––––––––
[image: ]


“ZANDRI (IS) A VETERAN wordsmith who executes quality and quantity at superlative levels.”

—Book Reporter

The Squatters 

A Thriller

Vincent Zandri

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

“These squatters...are new world barbarians, conquering free spaces and making them their own.”

— James W. Bodden




















[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

1

[image: ]


Croton on the Hudson 

Present Day

It was a tense but scenic drive all the way from Albany, south to Westchester County. My wife of five years...my third...was feeling the itch. Allow me to rephrase. She was going through some, let’s call them difficult emotional issues, of which my career wasn’t helping very much even if, technically speaking, she was employed as my editor. In fact, you could say it was my career as a full-time novelist that was at the core of the emotional issues. I’d been through it before and had grown accustomed to taking notice of the signs. 

Listen, when your wife believes you love your writing more than her, you need to get away from it for a while and focus entirely on her. No, that’s not even right. More like, you need to get the hell out of the house, away from your writing studio, and go to a place that’s isolated enough where you can concentrate only on your relationship. Easier said than done for most people since most of Johnny and Janey Q Public not only have nowhere to go, but they didn’t have the money in these trying, highly overpriced economic times. How many wars were we paying for again? 

But I wasn’t here to bash the government. In fact, well-informed and engaging content when it came to the U.S. economy and its politics was not my forte. My forte was action and adventure books, mystery series, noir stories, and the like. And man, oh man, could I pump out the material. The proof? Just recently Publishers Weekly named me, Allan Clifford Jacobson, as one of the most prolific writers of his generation. Generation X, that is. Something that went well along with my ITW Thriller Award and my PWA Shamus Award. 

Truth: I could write a full novel and a novella in the span of one month (most writers take all year if not longer). But to keep up that pace, it required me to be married to my typewriter (okay, laptop...But give me a break, I’m Gen X). Other than having to peel my five-feet-eight inch, one-hundred-ninety-pound cross-trained, but beer-fed, body off the mattress every morning only to face the blank page (or digital screen), I loved my life. But I also loved my wife, Katey, enough that I never thought she would fall into the same insecurity trap the other two had. Like I said, she was my editor. If anyone understood what it was like to be a working writer, it was her.  

But I had learned from the past and I was determined to take action, which is why I was parking my Toyota 4X4 in a space outside Ted’s Marina. Ted was standing on the dock as if he’d been awaiting our arrival. We got out and greeted the big, bald, beer-bellied man. 

“Loved your new novel, Mr. Jacobson,” he said, his big hands covered in oil and grease. “I’d shake your hand, but it would be slick for a week. I especially loved the ending when you trap the home-breakers inside the house and light it up. Didn’t see that coming.” 

“It’s a part of my husband’s demented imagination,” Katey said. “Of course, that’s a big part of his charm.” 

She smirked, which made her look even more attractive. She was ten years younger than me, with a killer gym-sculpted body, dirty blonde hair, a quiet, if not subtle demeanor, and a dry humor to boot. One of the reasons she married me, or so she told me, is because she wanted to share my lifestyle of traveling and exploring on behalf of my novel research. You see I refused to just Google my information in, like so many of the lazy authors in New York City. I was the real deal. She also claimed that her ex-husband, an accountant by trade, was a real...and I’m quoting here... “dud.” Maybe he was a good provider, but he didn’t drink, didn’t dance, and apparently, didn’t dish out the goods in the sack if you know what I mean. 

“I’m not demented, Katey,” I said. “Just interesting.” 

“You go with that, Superstar,” she said. 

“I’ll let you guys finish that argument off on your way to your summer house,” Ted said, pulling a filthy rag out of his pocket and wiping his hands off with it. “Your boat is all set. Gassed up, the engine checked and rechecked. I just did an oil change and outfitted it with a new oil filter. You might want to think about investing in a new outboard, Mr. J. She’s getting a little long in the tooth.” 

“Price one up for me, will you, Ted,” I said. Then, “I’ll go get the bags.”

Grabbing the bags from the Toyota, I carried them back down onto the dock and placed them in the boat. It wasn’t much of a boat. Just a ten-year-old Lund, that sported a center console and a windshield. The bow was open, and the engine was an outboard that was connected to a fifteen-gallon gas tank. It wasn’t the fastest ride on the Hudson, but it was a good fishing rig on those days I didn’t feel like writing.

I held out my hand for Katey. She took it and carefully stepped into the boat. She looked a little out of place in her cowboy boots, tight Levis, and black, silk blouse unbuttoned enough to show off some cleavage and her black pushup bra. She was also wearing a pair of Ray-Ban aviators which made me want to ravage her on the spot. 

“Grab the lines will you, Ted,” I said, as I fired her up, feeling the vibration of the newly tuned-up engine under the heels of my ten-year-old Chippewa work boots. I too was wearing sunglasses against the late summer sun, jeans, and a black T-shirt that said, BUKOWSKI in big red letters. 

Ted obliged. I felt a slight tingle of excitement in my veins then as we drifted away from the dock. For a change, I was making the right move when it came to saving my relationship. And it felt good. It meant I felt real love for Katey, and I wasn’t about to blow it with her. 

“Oh, Mr. Jacobson,” Ted said. 

“Yeah,” I said, my hand on the throttle. 

“You should know that some young people have been building fires on the island. Sometimes they stay there for days on end,” he said. 

“Oh, don’t worry about that, Ted,” I said. “Four generations of Jacobsons have been kicking trespassers and squatters off Jacobson Island for decades. My great-great-grandfather used to shoot them with rock salt from a double barrel twelve gauge. That taught them a lesson.”

“Well, okay,” Ted said as we began drifting far out now. “But take care of yourself. This isn’t one hundred years ago and...”

He left the thought dangle.

“And what, Ted?” I barked. 

“When it comes to the law, these days, the bad guys are always right, and the good guys are always wrong.”
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Pushing the throttle forward, the engine revved. The boat bucked and quickly picked up speed. The wind slapped our faces and the bottom of the boat slapped at the never-still river. Two bucket seats were mounted to the floor of the Lund. One for the operator and the other for a passenger. You had the option of mounting a couple more in the aft for fishing. 

As we neared the pine- and oak-tree-covered island I’d known ever since I was a little boy, Katey said, “What did Ted mean when he said there were squatters on the island?” She was speaking over the noise of the engine, the wind, and the chop slapping against the aluminum hull. 

“Oh, that,” I said. “The house and the island go long periods without being occupied. We’re close enough to the city that eventually high school kids on the lookout for a place to party or have some fun with their sig others find out about the place and camp out. On occasion, they break in, but we’ve installed some home monitoring systems that connect with the police and installed heavy-duty locks, and that pretty much keeps them out. In theory anyway. Plus, the police check the island regularly for us. Like I said, the place has been in my family for over a century, and we always give generously to the NYPD Benevolent Fund.”

“Probably a good idea,” she said. “But maybe we should have brought a gun with us. You said yourself, your great-great-grandfather had to shoot some of the trespassers.” 

I shot her a look. 

“That’s the story my father told me anyway, and the story his father told him,” I said. “But don’t worry, we have old shotguns locked in a safe inside the house. Plus, plenty of shells. If something bad happens, we’ll be well protected.”

She nodded and stared straight ahead as the island became larger and larger the closer we came to it. 

“Whatever you say, Superstar,” Katey said. 

I powered down so that I didn’t ram the boat into the wooden dock. 

“You don’t sound so convinced,” I said, not without a grin. 

“It’s not that,” she said, “I believe you. It’s just what Ted said struck a nerve.”

“You mean about the criminals always being right and the good guys always being wrong?”

“He’s right,” she said. “These are dangerous times we’re living in. If there are squatters on the island who don’t want to leave because they believe the place is theirs due to so-called squatter’s rights, we might find ourselves in a world of hurt.” 

We were close enough now that I was maneuvering the boat so we could easily slip into one of the two dock spaces. 

“Don’t be a Debbie downer, Kate,” I said. “You’ll see. Everything will be just fine. If there were squatters on site, the police would know about it and would have handled it by now. Trust me.” 

“My ex-husband used to say that,” she said. 

“What, the police will handle it?” I said. 

“No,” she said. “Trust me.” 

I didn’t know how to respond to that, even if I did consider myself a master of dialogue. Hey, what writer who publishes for a living doesn’t? 

Slowly slipping into the dock space, I reversed the engine and then killed it entirely. 

“If you wouldn’t mind, Katey,” I said. “Would you get the lines?”

“Aye Aye, mon Capitan,” she said jumping up onto the dock in her cowboy boots. 

I tossed her the bow and stern line. I then jumped onto the dock and showed her how to tie a knot that would prevent the boat from getting loose and drifting away. 

“I think I can remember how to tie a knot like that,” she said. 

“Good,” I said. “The nearest grocery store is in Croton which means you will be using the boat a lot. You’d better get used to it.” 

“Should we grab the bags now?” she said. 

“Nah,” I said. “Let’s take a look at the place first, then I’ll come back and grab the stuff.” 

“Whatever you say,” she said. “It’s your house.” 

We climbed the narrow path up the small incline to the rocky, tree-shaded floor and the two-story log home that occupied much of the open space. From the outside, everything looked to be in its proper place. There
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