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​INTRODUCTION

Every person on earth is driven or influenced by a force or something he or she has no control over.  These forces are supernatural powers that override the will of men. It is a fact that everyone has something that gives him or her a sense of worth, satisfaction, belonging, fulfilment and value; however, these forces hinder and frustrate the fulfilment of our purpose. 

Apostle Paul cited an example in the book of Romans, the seventh chapter and nineteenth verse. 

“For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do”. 

Romans 7:19 KJV

These forces can be seen in various forms: the burning desire for recognition, respect, honour, power, money, sexual fulfilment, and fame; and also pride, selfishness, ambition, greed, 9

​wickedness, and many more ego-driven desires that are common to virtually the whole of humanity. 

There are forces that drive the natural (or carnal) man to behave in unseemly ways and blind many people from their life purpose. 

 “Satan, who is the god of this world, has blinded the minds of those who don’t believe. They are unable to see the glorious light of the Good News. 

 They don’t understand this message about the glory of Christ, who is the exact likeness of God.” 

2 Corinthians 4:4 NLT

One popular deception from the devil to control people, which the worldly system is based on, is that acquiring or amassing wealth or riches will bring happiness, respect, and acceptance from everyone. Yes, the silver is the Lord’s, and the gold is also the Lord’s; however, replacing God with money is dangerous and evil. So the problem is not wealth acquisition, but what is driving its acquisition. 

10

​In the ensuing pages and chapters, we will examine nineteen forces that drive the actions of people in life, the effect of these forces on humanity, the dangers of some of these forces, how we can minimise the power of the negative forces in our lives, and also, how we can utilise the positive forces to achieve the purpose of God for our lives. 
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Chapter One

Driven By Money

Money in the hands of a good person is a blessing. On the other hand, in the hands of an evil person, it is a disaster. 

The book of Ecclesiastes, the seventh chapter and the twelfth verse reads, “Wisdom and money can get you almost anything, but only wisdom can save your life” (Ecclesiastes 7:12 NIV). This verse simply means that without the wisdom of God to manage your wealth or money, you can destroy yourself. This is because money is one of the strongest forces driving the world today, and controls actions and behaviour to the extent of making people sell their souls and even kill to obtain it. 

Therefore,  we  find  people  using  craftiness  to swindle or deceive unsuspecting people for their 13

​money  so  that  they  can  fulfil  their  selfish  and worldly needs and desires. 

First Timothy chapter six and the tenth verse reads,  “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows” . (1 Timothy 6:10 KJV) 14
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Chapter Two

Driven By Power

Power is very vital in life. It is the ability to accomplish a task or assignment. However, it can be used for the wrong purpose. Many people are driven by the force of power to control and dominate people. Power corrupts and if not handled with wisdom and humility, it can destroy. 

Everyone  craves  for  power  to  be  able  to  fulfil his/her dreams and purpose in life. Power in the hands of a good person is a blessing, and the same power in the hands of an evil person is sorrow and terror. 

Power can manifest in various forms. In the field of politics, an overwhelming majority of the actors who crave power use it to control or manipulate  people  for  their  selfish  ends.    Some also secure power to command/demand respect 15

​from people. Very few people acquire power to use it to truly help others, or enable others to be successful. 

It is this selfishness or destructiveness in the use of power which makes people fight and destroy their rivals to gain positions of power because they know how miserable their lives will be when the other person gets it. 

We see throughout history, the evil that people have done with power, especially to those whom they felt were threats to them. Several noble and influential activists, some for merely speaking the truth, have been jailed and persecuted because the powers that be identified them to be threats. 

From the time of Genesis till now, the quest for power has led to violence, acts of terrorism, genocide, and other evil acts. 

16
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