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Praise for The Earth Chronicles series
"Exciting ... credible ... most provocative and compelling."
—Library Journal
"A dazzling performance ... Sitchin is a zealous investigator."
—Kirkus Reviews
"Several factors make Sitchin's well-referenced works outstandingly different from all others that present this central theme. For one, his linguistic skills, which include not only several modern languages that make it possible for him to consult other scholars' works in their original tongues, but the ancient Sumerian, Egyptian, Hebrew, and other languages of antiquity as well.
    "The devotion of thirty years to academic search and personal investigation before publishing resulted in unusual thoroughness, perspective, and modifications where need arose. The author's pursuit of the earliest available texts and artifacts also made possible the wealth of photos and line drawings made for his books from tablets, monuments, murals, pottery, seals, etc. Used generously throughout, they provide vital visual evidence .... While the author does not pretend to solve all the puzzles that have kept intensive researchers baffled for well over one hundred years, he has provided some new clues."
—Rosemary Decker, historian and researcher
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FOREWORD
In the annals of Europe the discovery of the New World bears the imprint of El Dorado—the relentless search for gold. But little did the conquistadores realize that they were only replaying a search, on Earth and in these new lands, that had taken place eons earlier!
Buried under the records and tales of avarice, plunder, and wanton destruction that the newly found riches had triggered, there is also evidence in the chronicles of that time of how bewildered the Europeans had been to come upon civilizations that were so akin to those of the Old World: kingdoms and royal courts, cities and sacred precincts, art and poetry, sky-high temples, priests—and the symbol of the cross and a belief in a Creator of All. Last but not least, there were the legends of white and bearded gods who had left but did promise to return.
The mysteries and enigmas of the Maya, the Aztecs, the Incas, and their predecessors that puzzled the conquistadores still baffle scholar and layman alike five centuries later.
How, when, and why did such great civilizations arise in the New World, and is it mere coincidence that the more that is known about them, the more they appear to have been molded after the civilizations of the ancient Near East?
It is our contention that the answers can be found only by accepting as fact, not as myth, the presence on Earth of the Anunnaki, "Those Who From Heaven to Earth Came."
This book offers the evidence.

1
EL DORADO
Nowadays Toledo is a quiet provincial city situated about an hour's drive south of Madrid; yet hardly does a visitor to Spain miss seeing it, for within its walls there have been preserved the monuments of diverse cultures and the lessons of history.
Its beginnings, local legends tell, go back two millennia before the Christian era and its foundation is attributed to the biblical descendants of Noah. Its name, many hold, comes from the Hebrew Toledoth ("Generational Histories"); its olden homes and magnificent houses of worship bear witness to the Christianization of Spain—the rise and fall of the Moors and their Moslem dominion and the uprooting of the splendid Jewish heritage.
For Toledo, for Spain, and for all other lands, 1492 was a pivotal year, for a triple history was made therein. All three events took place in Spain, a land geographically known as "Iberia"—a name for which the only explanation can be found in the term Ibri ("Hebrew") by which its earliest settlers might have been known. Having lost the greater part of Iberia to the Moslems, the warring splintered kingdoms in the peninsula saw their first major union when Ferdinand of Aragon and Isabella of Castile married in 1469. Within ten years of the union they launched a military campaign to roll back the Moors and bring Spain under the banner of Catholicism; in January 1492 the Moors were decisively defeated with the fall of Granada, and Spain was made a Christian land. In March of that same year, the king and queen signed an edict for the expulsion from Spain, by July 31 of that year, of all Jews who would not convert to Christianity by that time. And on August 3 of that same year, Christopher 
Columbus—Cristobal Colon to the Spaniards—sailed under the Spanish flag to find a western route to India.
He sighted land on October 12, 1492. He returned to Spain in January 1493. As proof of his success he brought back 
four "Indians"; as corroboration of his contention that a larger, second expedition under his command was justified, he brought with him a collection of golden trinkets obtained from the natives and tales of a city, a golden city, where the people wore golden bracelets on their arms and legs and adorned their necks and ears and noses with gold, all this gold coming from a fabulous mine near that city.
Of the first gold thus brought to Spain from the new lands, Isabella—so pious that they called her "The Catholic"—ordered that an elaborate Custody be fashioned, and presented it to the Cathedral of Toledo, traditional seat of Spain's Catholic hierarchy. And so it is that nowadays, when a visitor to the cathedral is taken to see its Treasury—a room protected by heavy grillwork and filled with the precious objects donated to the Church over the centuries—one can see, though not touch, the very first gold brought back by Columbus.
It is now recognized that there had been much more to the voyage than a search for a new route to India. Strong evidence suggests that Columbus was a Jew forced into conversion; his financial backers, likewise converted, could have seen in the enterprise an avenue of escape to freer lands. Ferdinand and Isabella had visions of the discovery of the rivers of Paradise and everlasting youth. And Columbus himself had secret ambitions, only some of which he expressed in his personal diaries. He saw himself as the fulfiller of ancient prophesies regarding a new age that shall begin with the discovery of new lands "at the extremity of the Earth."
But he was realistic enough to recognize that of all the information he had brought back from the first voyage, the mention of gold was the attention-getter. Asserting that "the Lord would show him" the enigmatic place "where gold is born," he succeeded in persuading Ferdinand and Isabella to provide him with a much larger fleet for a second voyage, then a third. By then, however, the monarchs sent along various administrators and men known for less vision but more action, who supervised and interfered with the admiral's operations and decisions. The inevitable conflicts culminated in the return of Columbus to Spain in chains, on the pretext that he had mistreated some of his men. Although the king and queen at once released him and offered him monetary compensation, they agreed with the view that Columbus was a good admiral but a bad governor—and clearly one who could not force out of the Indians the true location of the City of Gold.
Columbus countered all that with yet more reliance on ancient prophecies and biblical quotes. He collected all the texts into a book, The Book of Prophecies, which he presented to the king and queen. It was meant to convince them that Spain was destined to reign over Jerusalem, and that Columbus was the one chosen to achieve that by being the first to find the place where gold is born.
Themselves believers in the Scriptures, Ferdinand and Isabella agreed to let Columbus sail once more, convinced especially by his argument that the mouth of the river (now called the "Orinoco") that he had discovered was that of one of the four rivers of Paradise; and as the Scriptures had stated, one of those rivers encompassed the land of Havila, "whence the gold came." This last voyage encountered more hardships and heartbreaks than any of the previous three.
Crippled with arthritis, a ghost of his old self, Columbus returned to Spain on November 7, 1504. Before the month was out, Queen Isabella died; and although King Ferdinand still had a soft spot for Columbus, he decided to let others act on the last memorandum prepared by Columbus, in which he compiled the evidence for the presence of a major gold source in the new lands.
"Hispaniola will furnish your invincible majesties with all the needed gold," Columbus assured his royal sponsors regarding the island that is nowadays shared by Haiti and the Dominican Republic. There, Spanish settlers using local Indians as slave labor, indeed succeeded in mining gold in fabulous quantities: in less than two decades the Spanish treasury received from Hispaniola gold equivalent to 500,000 ducats.
As it turned out, the Spanish experience in Hispaniola was to repeat itself over and over again across an immense continent. Within those two short decades, as the natives died out or fled and the gold veins were exhausted, the Spaniards' euphoria turned to disappointment and despair, and they grew ever more audacious in landing on ever more unknown coasts in search of riches. One of the early destinations was the peninsula of Yucatán. The very first Spaniards there, in 1511, were survivors of a shipwreck; but in 1517 a purposeful convoy of three ships under Francisco Hernandez de Córdoba sailed to Yucatán from Cuba for the purpose of procuring slave labor. To their amazement they came upon stone buildings, temples, and idols of goddesses; to the misfortune of the local inhabitants (whom the 
Spaniards understood to have called themselves "Maya") the Spaniards also "found certain objects of gold, which they took."
The record of the Spanish arrival at and the conquest of Yucatán is primarily based on the report titled Relacion de las cosas de Yucatan written by Friar Diego de Landa in 1566 (the English translation by William Gates is titled Yucatan, Before and After the Conquest). Hernandez and his men, Diego de Landa reported, saw on this expedition a large step-pyramid, idols and statues of animals, and a large inland city. However, the Indians they tried to capture put up a fierce fight, undaunted even by the cannon fire from the ships. The heavy casualties—Hernandez himself was badly wounded—forced a retreat. Yet, on his return to Cuba, Hernandez recommended further expeditions, for "that land was good and rich, because of its gold."
A year later another expedition left Cuba for Yucatán. They landed on the island of Cozumel and discovered New Spain, Pánuco and the province of Tabasco (having thus named the new places). Armed with a variety of goods for barter and not only with weapons, the Spaniards this time met both hostile and friendly Indians. They saw more stone edifices and monuments, felt the sting of arrows and spears tipped with sharp obsidian stone, and examined artfully made objects. Many were made of stone, common or semiprecious; others shined as gold, but on close examination proved to be of copper. There were, contrary to expectations, very few gold objects; and there were absolutely no mines or other sources for gold, or any other metals, in the land.
Where then had the gold, as little as there was, come from? They obtain it by trading, the Mayas said. It comes from the northwest: there, in the land of the Aztecs, it is plentiful and abundant.
The discovery and conquest of the realm of the Aztecs, in the highland heartland of Mexico, is linked historically with the name of Hernando Cortés. In 1519 he sailed from Cuba in command of a veritable armada of eleven ships, some six hundred men, and a large number of highly prized, scarce horses. Stopping, landing and re-embarking, he slowly proceeded along Yucatán's gulf coast. In the area where Maya influence waned and Aztec domination began he established a base camp and called it Veracruz (by which name the place is still called).
It was there that to the Spaniards' great astonishment emissaries of the Aztec ruler appeared offering greetings and bearing 
exquisite gifts. According to an eyewitness, Bernal Díaz del Castillo (Historia verdadera dela conquista de la Nueva Espana, English translation by A. P. Maudslay), the gifts included "a wheel like the sun, as big as a cartwheel, with many sorts of pictures on it, the whole of fine gold and a wonderful thing to behold, which those who afterwards weighed it said it was worth more than ten thousand dollars." Then another, even larger wheel, "made of silver of great brilliancy in imitation of the moon." Also a helmet filled to the brim with grains of gold; and a headdress made of the plumes of the rare quetzal bird (a relic still kept at Vienna's Museum für Völkerkunde).
These were gifts, the emissaries explained, of their ruler Moctezuma to the divine Quetzal Coatl, the "Plumed Serpent" god of the Aztecs; a great benefactor who was forced long ago by the God of War to leave the land of the Aztecs. With a band of followers he went to Yucatán, and then sailed off eastward, vowing to return on the day of his birth in the year "1 Reed." In the Aztec calendar, the cycle of years completed itself every fifty-two years, and therefore the year of the promised return,"1 Reed," could occur once in fifty-two years. In the Christian calendar these were the years 1363, 1415, 1467—and 1519, precisely the year in which Cortés appeared from the waters on the east at the gateway of the Aztec domain. Bearded and helmeted as Quetzalcoatl was (some also held that the god was fair skinned), Cortés seemed to fulfill the prophecies.
The gifts offered by the Aztec ruler were not casually selected. Rather, they were rich with symbolism. The heap of gold grains was offered because gold was a divine metal belonging to the gods. The silver disk representing the moon was included because some legends held that Quetzalcoatl sailed off to return to the heavens, making the moon his abode. The plumed headdress and the richly adorned garments were for the returning god to wear. And the golden disk was a sacred calendar depicting the cycle of fifty-two years and indicating the Year of Return. We know that it was such a calendar because others like it, made however of stone rather than pure gold, have since been discovered (Fig. 1).
Whether the Spaniards had grasped the symbolism or not is not recorded. If they did, they did not respect it. To them the objects represented one thing: proof of the vast riches that awaited them in the Aztec realm. These irreplaceable objects were among the artful treasures that arrived in Seville from Mexico on December 9, 1519, on board the first treasure ship 
sent back to Spain by Cortés. The Spanish king Charles I, grandson of Ferdinand and sovereign of other European lands as Emperor Charles V of the Holy Roman Empire, was then in Flanders, and the ship was sent on to Brussels. The golden hoard included in addition to the symbolic gifts golden figurines of ducks, dogs, tigers, lions, and monkeys; and a golden bow and arrows. But overwhelming them all was the "sun disk," seventy-nine inches in diameter and thick as four real coins. The great painter and artist Albrecht Dürer, who saw the treasure that arrived from "the New Golden Land," wrote that "these things were all so precious that they were valued at 100,000 gulden. But I have never seen in all my days what so rejoiced my heart as these things. For I saw among them amazing artistic objects and I marvelled over the subtle ingenuity of the men in these distant lands. Indeed I cannot say enough about the things which were there before me."
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Figure 1
But whatever unique artistic, religious, cultural, or historical value "these things" had, to the king they represented first and last gold—gold with which he could finance his struggles against internal insurrections and external wars. Losing no time, Charles ordered that these and all future objects made of precious metals be melted down on arrival and recast as gold or silver bullion.
In Mexico, Cortés and his men adopted the same attitude. Advancing slowly and overcoming whatever resistance was encountered by force of superior arms or by diplomacy and treachery, the Spaniards arrived at the Aztec capital Tenochtitlán—today's Mexico City—in November 1519. The city, situated in the midst of a lake, could be reached only via causeways that could be easily defended. Yet, still awed by the prophecy of the Returning God, Moctezuma and all the nobles came out to greet Cortés and his entourage. Only Moctezuma wore sandals; all the others were barefoot, humbling themselves before the white god. He made the Spaniards welcome in his magnificent palace; there was gold everywhere, even the tableware was made of gold; and they were shown a storage room filled with golden artifacts. Using a ruse, the Spaniards seized Moctezuma and held him in their quarters; for his release they demanded a ransom in gold. The nobles thereupon sent out runners throughout the kingdom to collect the ransom; the golden objects that were handed over were enough to fill a ship that sailed back to Spain. (It was, however, seized by the French, causing war to break out.)
Obtaining gold through cunning and weakening the Aztecs by sowing dissent among them, Cortés was planning to release Moctezuma and leave him on the throne as a puppet ruler. But his second-in-command lost patience and ordered a massacre of the Aztec noblemen and commanders. In the turmoil that followed Moctezuma was killed and the Spaniards had a full-fledged battle on their hands. With heavy losses Cortés retreated from the city; he reentered it, heavily reinforced from Cuba and after prolonged battles, only in August of 1521. By the time Spanish rule was irrevocably imposed on the crushed Aztecs, gold weighing some 600,000 pesos was forced out, plundered, and melted down into ingots.
Mexico, while being conquered, was indeed a New Golden Land; but once the gold artifacts created and accumulated over centuries, if not millennia, were hauled off, it was becoming apparent that Mexico was not the biblical land of Havila, and Tenochtitlán not the legendary City of Gold. And so the search for gold, which neither adventurers nor kings were prepared to give up, turned to other parts of the New World.
The Spaniards had by then established a base, Panama, on the Pacific coast of America, and from there they were sending out expeditions and agents into Central and South America. It was there that they heard the alluring legend of El Dorado—short for el hombre dorado, the Gilded Man. He was a king whose kingdom was so rich in gold that he was painted each morning with a gum or oil on which gold dust was sprinkled, covering him from head to toe. In the evening he dipped in the lake and washed off the gold and oil, only to repeat the rite the next day. He reigned in a city that was in the center of a lake, situated on an island of gold.
According to the chronicle titled Elejias de Varones Illustres de Indias, the first concrete report of El Dorado was brought to Francisco Pizarro in Panama by one of his captains in the following version: It was said that an Indian from Colombia heard of "a country rich in emeralds and gold. Among the things in which they engaged was this: their king disrobed, and went aboard a raft to the midst of a lake to make oblations to the gods. His regal form was overspread with fragrant oil, on which was laid a coat of powdered gold, from sole of foot unto his highest brow, making him resplendent as the beaming of the sun." To view the ritual many pilgrims had been coming, making "rich votive offerings of golden trinkets and emeralds rare, and diverse other of their ornaments," by throwing them into the sacred lake.
Another version, suggesting that the sacred lake was somewhere in northern Colombia, had the gilded king carrying the" great quantity of gold and emeralds" into the center of the lake. There, acting as emissary of the multitudes that stood shouting and playing musical instruments all around the lake, he threw the treasure into the lake as an offering to its god. Still another version gave the name of the golden city as Manoa and said it was in the land of Biru—Peru to the Spaniards.
Word of El Dorado spread among the Europeans in the New World like wildfire, and in time back in Europe itself. The word of mouth was soon put in writing; pamphlets and books began to circulate in Europe describing the land and the lake and the city and the king whom no one had yet seen, and even the actual ritual of gilding the king each morning (Fig. 2).
While some, like Cortés who went to California or others who went to Venezuela, had searched in directions of their own choosing, Francisco Pizarro and his lieutenants relied entirely on the Indian reports. Some went indeed to Colombia and searched the waters of Lake Guatavita—a search that continued on and off for four centuries, yielded golden votive objects and left ensuing generations of treasure hunters convinced that if only the lake could be completely drained, the golden riches would be raised from its bottom.
Others, like Pizarro himself, accepted Peru as the right location. Two expeditions launched from their base in Panama 
along the Pacific coast of South America yielded enough gold objects to convince them that a major effort in Peru would pay off. After obtaining a royal charter for the purpose and the titles Captain General and Governor (of the province yet to be conquered), Pizarro sailed to Peru at the head of two hundred men. The year was 1530.
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Figure 2
How did he expect to take over with such a small force a large country protected by thousands of warriors fiercely loyal to their lord, the Inca, whom they considered to be the personification of a god? Pizarro's plan was to repeat the strategy successfully employed by Cortés: to lure the ruler, seize him, obtain gold as ransom, then release him to be a Spanish puppet.
The fact that the Incas, as the people themselves came to be called, were engaged in a civil war when the Spaniards landed was an unexpected boon. They found out that upon the death of the Lord Inca, his firstborn son by a "secondary wife" challenged the legitimacy of the succession by a son born to the Inca's principal wife. When news of the advancing Spaniards reached the challenger, Atahualpa by name, he decided to let the Spaniards advance inland (and thus away from their ships and reinforcements) while he completed the seizing of the capital, Cuzco. On reaching a major city in the Andes, the Spaniards sent to him emissaries bearing gifts and offering peace talks. They suggested that the two leaders meet in the city square, unarmed and without military escort, as a show of goodwill. Atahualpa agreed. But when he reached the square, the Spaniards attacked his escort and held the Inca captive.
To release him they asked for a ransom: let a large room be 
filled with gold as high as a man's outstretched hand can reach up toward the ceiling. Atahualpa understood that to mean filling up the room with golden objects, and agreed. On his orders golden utensils were brought out of temples and palaces—goblets, ewers, salvers, vases of all shapes and sizes—ornaments that included imitations of animals and plants, and plates that lined the walls of public buildings. For weeks the treasures were being brought to fill up the room. But then the Spaniards claimed that the deal was to fill the room with solid gold, not the space-filling artifacts; and for over a month, Inca goldsmiths were engaged in melting down all the artful objects into ingots.
As if history insisted on repeating itself, the fate of Atahualpa was exactly the same as that which befell Moctezuma. Pizarro intended to release him to rule as a puppet king; but zealous lieutenants and Church representatives, at a mock trial, sentenced Atahualpa to death for the crime of idolatry and the murder of his half brother, his rival for the throne.
The ransom obtained for the Inca lord, according to one of the chronicles of that time, was the equivalent of 1,326,539 pesos de oro ("weights of gold")—about 200,000 ounces—a wealth that was quickly divided among Pizarro and his men after setting aside the required fifth for the king. But as much as what each man received was beyond his fanciest dreams, it was nothing compared to what was yet to come.
When the conquistadores entered the capital, Cuzco, they saw temples and palaces literally covered and filled with gold. In the royal palace there were three chambers filled with gold furnishings and five with silver, and a hoard of 100,000 gold ingots weighing about five pounds each, a reserve of the precious metal waiting to be fashioned into artful objects. The golden throne, outfitted with a golden stool, designed to convert into a litter on which the king could recline, weighed 25,000 pesos (about 4,000 ounces); even the carrying poles were overlaid with gold. Everywhere there were chapels and burial chambers honoring ancestors, filled with statuettes and images of birds, fish, and small animals, ear spools, breastplates. In the great temple (which the Spaniards named Temple of the Sun) the walls were covered with heavy gold plates. Its garden was an artificial garden where everything—trees, shrubs, flowers, birds, a fountain—was fashioned of gold. In the courtyard there was a field of maize (the local corn) where every stalk was made of silver and the ears of gold; it was a field that covered an area of 300 by 600 feet—180,000 square feet of golden corn!
In Peru, the conquering Spaniards saw within a short space of time their initial easy victories give way to hard-fought Inca 
rebellions, and the initial wealth give way to the scourge of inflation. To the Incas, as to the Aztecs, gold was a gift or the property of the gods, not a means of exchange. They never used it as a commodity, as money. To the Spaniards, gold was a means to acquire whatever their hearts desired. Flush with gold but short of homegrown luxuries or even daily necessities, the Spaniards were soon paying sixty golden pesos for a bottle of wine, 100 for a cloak, 10,000 for a horse.
But back in Europe, the inflow of gold, silver, and precious stones raised the gold fever and encouraged more speculation about El Dorado. No matter how much treasure was coming in, the conviction persisted that El Dorado had not yet been found, that with persistence and luck and the correct reading of Indian clues and enigmatic maps someone was going to find it. German explorers were certain that the golden city would be found at the headwaters of the Orinoco river in Venezuela, or perhaps in Colombia. Others concluded that the river to be followed was another one, even the Amazon in Brazil. Perhaps the most romantic of all of them, on account of his background and his royal sponsor, was Sir Walter Raleigh, who sailed from Plymouth in 1595 to find the legendary Manoa and add its golden glory to Queen Elizabeth's crown.
In his vision he saw Manoa as
Imperial El Dorado, roofed with gold! 
Shadows to which—
Despite of all shocks of change, 
all onset of capricious accident—
Men clung with yearning hope 
which would not die.
He, like others before and after him, still saw El Dorado—the king, the city, the land—as a dream yet to be fulfilled, "a yearning hope which would not die." In that, all who went inquest of El Dorado were a link in a chain that began before the pharaohs and continues with our wedding rings and national hoards.
Yet it was those dreamers, those adventurers, who in their lust for gold revealed to Western man the unknown peoples and civilizations of the Americas. And thereby, unknowingly, reestablished links that had existed in forgotten times.
Why did the quest for El Dorado continue so intensively for so long even after the discovery of the incredible gold and silver 
treasures of Mexico and Peru, to say nothing of the lesser plundered lands? The continued and intensified search can be attributed mostly to the conviction that the source of all those riches had yet to be found.
The Spaniards extensively questioned the natives about the fountainhead of the amassed treasures and tirelessly followed every clue. It soon became clear to them that the Caribbean and Yucatán were not primary sources at all: the Maya in fact indicated that they had obtained gold mostly by trading with their neighbors to the south and the west, and explained that they had learned the arts of goldsmithing from earlier settlers (whom scholars nowadays identify by the name Toltees). Yes, the Spaniards said, but where do the others obtain the gold from? From the gods, the Maya answered. In the local tongues, gold was called teocuitlatl, literally meaning "the gods' excretion," their perspiration and their tears.
In the Aztec capital the Spaniards learned that gold was indeed deemed to be the gods' metal, the stealing of which was a capital offense. The Aztecs too pointed to the Toltecs as their teachers of the art of goldsmithing. And who had taught the Toltecs? The great god Quetzalcoatl, the Aztecs replied. Cortés, in his reports to the Spanish king, wrote that he had questioned the Aztec king Moctezuma extensively about the source of the gold. Moctezuma revealed that the gold came from three provinces of his kingdom, one on the Pacific coast, one on the gulf coast, and one inland in the southwest where the mines were. Cortés sent men to investigate the three indicated sources. In all three they found that the Indians were actually obtaining the gold in riverbeds or collecting nuggets that were lying on the surface where rains had washed the gold down. In the province where mines did exist, they appeared to have been mined only in the past; the Indians encountered by the Spaniards were not working in the mines at all. "There were no active mines," Cortés wrote in his report. "Nuggets were found on the surface; the principal source was the sand of the riverbeds. The gold was kept in the form of dust in small cane tubes or quilts, or was melted in small pots and cast in bars." Once ready, it was sent on to the capital, returned to the gods to whom the gold had always belonged.
While most experts on mining and metallurgy accept the conclusions of Cortés—that the Aztecs engaged in placer mining only (the collection of gold nuggets and dust from surfaces and river beds) and not in actual mining involving the cutting of shafts and tunnels into mountainsides—the issue is far from 
being resolved. The conquering Spaniards, and mining engineers in following centuries, persistently spoke of prehistoric gold mines found at various Mexican sites. Since it seems inconceivable that earlier settlers of Mexico, such as the Toltecs, whose beginnings are traced to a few centuries before the Christian era, would have possessed a higher mining technology than the later (and thus presumably more advanced) Aztecs, the purported "prehistoric mines" have been dismissed by researchers as old shafts begun and abandoned by the conquering Spaniards. Expressing the current views at the beginning of this century, Alexander Del Mar (A History of the Precious Metals) stated that, "With regard to Prehistoric mining it must be premised that the Aztecs had no knowledge of iron, and therefore, that subterranean mining ... is practically out of the question. It is true that modern prospectors have found in Mexico old shafts and remains of mining works which appeared to them to have been the scene of prehistoric mining." Although such reports had even found their way into official publications, Del Mar believed that the sites were "ancient workings coupled with volcanic upheavals, or else with deposits of lava or tarp, both of which were regarded as evidence of vast antiquity." "This inference," he concluded, "is hardly warranted."
This, however, is not what the Aztecs themselves had reported. They attributed to their predecessors, the Toltecs, not just the craftsmanship but also the knowledge of the hidden place of gold and the ability to mine it out of the rocky mountains. The Aztec manuscript known as Codice Matritense de la Real Academia (vol. VIII), in a translation by Miguel León-Portilla (Aztec Thought and Culture) describes the Toltecs thus:
"The Toltecs were skillful people; all of their works were good, all were exact, all well made and admirable.... Painters, sculptors, carvers of precious stones, feather artists, potters, spinners, weavers, skillful in all they made. They discovered the precious green stones, the turquoise; they knew the turquoise and its mines. They found its mines and they found the mountains hiding silver and gold, copper and tin and the metal of the moon."
The Toltecs, most historians agree, had come to the central highland of Mexico in the centuries preceding the Christian era—at least a thousand years, perhaps fifteen hundred years, before the Aztecs appeared on the scene. How was it possible that they had known mining, real mining of gold and other metals as well as of precious stones such as turquoise, whereas those who had followed them—the Aztecs—could only scrape nuggets off 
the surface? And who was it who had taught the Toltecs the secrets of mining? 
The answer, as we have seen, was Quetzalcoatl, the Feathered Serpent god.
The mystery of the accumulated gold treasures on the one hand and the limited ability of the Aztecs to obtain it, repeated itself in the land of the Incas.
In Peru, as in Mexico, the natives did obtain gold by collecting grains and nuggets washed down from the mountains into the riverbeds. But the annual production through these methods could in no way account for the immense treasures of gold found in Inca hands. The immensity of the hoards is obvious from the Spanish records kept at Seville, the official port of entry into Spain of the New World's riches. The Archives of the Indies—still available—recorded the receipt in the five years 1521–1525 of 134,000 pesos de oro. In the next five years (the loot from Mexico!) the quantity was 1,038,000 pesos. From 1531 to 1535, when the shipments from Peru began to augment those from Mexico, the quantity increased to 1,650,000 pesos. During 1536–1540, when Peru was the main source, the gold received weighed 3,937,000 pesos; and in the decade of the 1550s the receipts totaled almost 11,000,000 pesos.
One of the leading chroniclers of that time, Pedro de Cieza de León (Chronicles of Peru), reported that in the years following the conquest the Spaniards "extracted" from the Inca empire annually 15,000 arrobas of gold and 50,000 of silver; this is equivalent to over 6,000,000 ounces of gold and over 20,000,000 ounces of silver annually! Though Cieza de León does not mention over how many years such fabulous quantities had been "extracted," his numbers give us an idea of the quantities of precious metals that the Spaniards were able to plunder in the Inca lands.
The chronicles relate that after the initial great ransom obtained from the Inca lord, the plunder of the riches of Cuzco, and the tearing apart of a sacred temple at Pachácarnac on the coast, the Spaniards became expert in "extracting" gold from the provinces in equally vast quantities. Throughout the Inca empire, provincial palaces and temples were richly decorated with gold. Another source was burial sites containing golden objects. The Spaniards learned that the Inca custom was to seal the residences of deceased noblemen and rulers, leaving there their mummified bodies surrounded by all the precious objects they had possessed in life. The Spaniards also suspected, correctly, that the Indians had carried off to hiding places various 
gold treasures; some were stashed away in caves, some were buried, others were thrown into lakes. And there were the huacas, venerated places set aside for worship or for divine use, where gold was piled up and kept at the disposal of its true owners, the gods.
Tales of treasure finds, as frequently as not obtained by torturing Indians to reveal the hidden places, permeate the records of the fifty years following the conquest, and even into the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. In this manner Gonzalo Pizarro found the hidden treasure of an Inca lord who reigned a century earlier. One Garcia Gutiérrez de Toledo found a series of mounds covering sacred treasures from which over a million pesos worth of gold was extracted between 1566 and 1592. As late as 1602, Escobar Corchuelo secured from the huaca La Tosca objects valued at 60,000 pesos. And when the waters of the river Moche were diverted, a treasure worth some 600,000 pesos was found; it included, the chroniclers reported, "a large golden idol."
Writing a century and a half ago, and thus much closer to the events than can be done nowadays, two explorers (M. A. Ribero and J. J. von Tschudi, Peruvian Antiquities) described the situation thus: "In the second half of the sixteenth century, in the short space of twenty-five years, the Spaniards exported from Peru to the mother country more than four hundred million ducats of gold and silver, and we may well be assured that nine-tenths of this quantity composed the mere booty taken by the conquerors; in this computation we leave out of view the immense masses of precious metals buried by the natives to hide from the avarice of the foreign invaders; as also the celebrated chain of gold which the Inca Huayna Capac commanded to be made in honor of the birth of his firstborn son, Inti Cusi Huallapa Huáscar, and which they say was thrown into the lake of Urcos." (The chain was said to be seven hundred feet long and thick as a man's wrist.) "Also not included are the eleven thousand llamas loaded with gold dust in precious vases of this metal, with which the unfortunate Atahualpa wished to purchase his life and liberty, and which the conductors interred in the Puna as soon as they heard of the new punishment to which their adored monarch had been treacherously condemned."
That these immense quantities were the result of the plunder of accumulated riches and not of ongoing production is known not only from the chronicles but is also confirmed by the numbers. Within decades, after the visible and hidden treasures had been exhausted, the gold receipts in Seville dwindled to a mere 6,000–7,000 pounds of gold a year. It was then that the 
Spaniards, using their iron tools, began to conscript the natives for work in the mines. The toil was so harsh, that by the end of the century the land was almost depopulated and the Spanish Court imposed restrictions on the exploitation of native labor. Great silver lodes were discovered and worked, such as at Potosi; but the quantity of gold obtained never matched, nor does it explain, the vast treasures amassed before the Spanish arrival.
Seeking an answer to the puzzle, Ribero and von Tschudi wrote, "The gold, although it was the Peruvians' most esteemed metal, they possessed in a quantity greater than that of any other. Upon comparing its abundance, in the time of the Incas, with the quantity which, in the space of four centuries, the Spaniards have been able to extract from the mines and rivers, it becomes certain that the Indians had a knowledge of veins of this precious material which the conquerors and their descendants never succeeded in discovering." (They also predicted that "the day will come when Peru will withdraw from her bosom the veil which now covers more wonderful riches than those which are offered at the present day in California." And when the gold rushes of the late nineteenth century gripped Europe with a new gold fever, many mining experts came to believe that the so-called "mother lode," the ultimate source of all gold on Earth, would be found in Peru.)
As in Mexico, the generally accepted notion regarding the Lands of the Andes has been (in the words of Del Mar) that "the precious metals obtained by the Peruvians previous to the Spanish conquest consisted nearly altogether of gold secured by washing the river gravels. No native shafts were found. A few excavations had been made into the sides of hills with outcrops of native gold or silver." That is true insofar as the Incas of the Andes (and the Aztecs of Mexico) were concerned; but in the Andean lands, as in Mexico, the question of prehistoric mining—the hewing of the metal out of vein-rich rocks—has not been settled.
The possibility that at a time long before the Incas someone had access to gold at its vein sources (at places the Incas did not disclose or even did not know about), remains a plausible explanation for the accumulated treasures. Indeed, according to one of the best contemporary studies on the subject (S. K. Lothrop, Inca Treasure As Depicted by Spanish Historians), "modern mines are located at sites of aboriginal operations. Ancient shafts have been frequently reported and also finds of primitive tools, even the bodies of entombed miners."
The amassing of gold by the American natives, no matter 
how obtained, poses still another, yet very basic, question: What for?
The chroniclers, and contemporary scholars after centuries of studies, agree that those peoples had no practical use for gold, except to adorn with it the temples of the gods and those who ruled over the people in the name of the gods. The Aztecs literally poured their gold at the Spaniards' feet, believing that they represented the returning deity. The Incas, who at first also saw in the arriving Spaniards the fulfillment of their deity's promise to return from across the seas, later on could not understand why the Spaniards had come so far and behaved so ill for a metal for which Man had no practical use. All scholars are agreed that the Incas and the Aztecs did not use gold for monetary purposes, nor did they attach to it a commercial value. Yet they extracted from their subject nations a tribute of gold. Why?
In the ruins of a pre-Inca culture at Chimu, on the Peruvian coast, the great nineteenth-century explorer Alexander von Humboldt (a mining engineer by profession) discovered a mass of gold buried alongside the dead in tombs. The discovery of the metal made him wonder why would gold, being deemed of no practical use, be buried with the dead? Was it that somehow it was believed that they would need it in an afterlife—or that in joining their ancestors, they could use the gold the way their ancestors had once done?
Who was it who had brought about such customs and beliefs, and when? 
Who had caused gold to be so valued, and perhaps gone after it at its sources?
The only answer the Spaniards were given was "the gods."
It was of the gods' tears that gold was formed, the Incas said.
And in so pointing to the gods, they unknowingly echoed the statement of the biblical Lord through the prophet Haggai:
The silver is mine 
and the gold is mine,
So sayeth the Lord of Hosts.
It is this statement, we believe, that holds the key to unraveling the mysteries, enigmas, and secrets of gods, men, and ancient civilizations in the Americas.

2
THE LOST REALM OF CAIN?
The Aztec capital, Tenochtitán, was an impressive metropolis when the Spaniards arrived. Their reports describe it as large, if not larger, than most European cities of the time, well laid out and administered. Situated on an island in Lake Texcoco, in the highlands' central valley, it was surrounded by water and intersected by canals—a Venice of the New World. The long and wide causeways that connected the city to the mainland made a great impression upon the Spaniards; so did the numerous canoes sailing the canals, the streets teeming with people, the market places filled with merchants and merchandise from allover the realm. The royal palace was many-roomed, filled with riches and surrounded by gardens that included an aviary and a zoo. A great plaza, humming with activity, was the setting for festivities and military parades.
But the heart of the city and the empire was the vast religious center—an immense rectangle of more than a million square feet, surrounded by a wall fashioned to resemble writhing serpents. There were scores of edifices within this sacred precinct; the most outstanding of them were the Great Temple with its two towers, and the partly circular temple of Quetzalcoatl. Nowadays Mexico City's great plaza and the cathedral occupy parts of the ancient sacred precinct, as do many adjoining streets and buildings. Following a chance excavation in 1978, important portions of the Great Temple can be now seen and visited, and enough has become known in the past decade to make possible a scale-model reconstruction of the precinct as it was in its times of glory.
The Great Temple had the shape of a step-pyramid, rising in stages to a height of some 160 feet; its base measured about 150 by 150 feet. It represented the culmination of several phases of construction: Like a Russian doll, the outer structure was built over a previous smaller one, and that one enclosed an even earlier structure. In all, seven structures were encasing each other. Archaeologists were able to peel the layers back to Temple 
II, which was built sometime around A.D. 1400; that one, like the last one, already had the distinctive twin towers upon its top.
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Representing a curious dual worship, the tower on the northern side was a shrine dedicated to Tlaloc, god of storms and earthquakes (Fig. 3a). The southern tower was dedicated to the Aztec tribal deity Huitzilopochtli, their war god. He was usually depicted holding the magical weapon called Fire Serpent (Fig. 3b) with which he had defeated four hundred lesser gods.
Two monumental stairways led up to the pyramid's top on its western side, one for each tower-shrine. Each was decorated at its base with two ferocious serpent heads carved of stone, one being the Fire Serpent of Huitzilopochtli and the other the Water Serpent symbolizing Tlaloc. At the base of the pyramid excavators found a large, thick stone disk whose top was carved with a representation of the dismembered body of the goddess Coyolxauhqui (Fig. 3c). According to Aztec lore, she was a sister of Huitzilopochtli and came to grief by his own hand, during the rebellion of the four hundred gods in which she was involved. It seems that her fate was one of the reasons for the Aztec belief that Huitzilopochtli had to be appeased by offering him the torn out hearts of human victims.
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Figure 3
The motif of twin towers was further enhanced in the sacred precinct by the erection of two pyramids topped by towers, one on each side of the Great Temple, and two more some what back, westward. The latter two flanked the temple of Quetzalcoatl. It had the unusual shape of a regular step-pyramid in front but a circular stepped structure in the back, where it spiraled up to become a circular tower with a conical dome (Fig.4). Many believe that this temple served as a solar observatory. A. F. Aveni (Astronomy in Ancient Mesoamerica) determined in 1974 that on the dates of the equinox (March 21 and September 21), when the Sun rises in the east precisely on the equator, sunrise could be seen from the Quetzalcoatl tower right between the two towers atop the Great Temple. This was possible only because the planners of the sacred precinct erected the temples along an architectural axis aligned not precisely with the cardinal points, but one that shifted to the southeast by 7½ degrees; this compensated exactly for the geographical position of Tenochtitlán (north of the equator), enabling the viewing of the Sun on the crucial dates rising between the two towers.
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Figure 4
Although the Spaniards may have been unaware of this sophisticated feature of the sacred precinct, the records they left be speak their amazement at encountering not merely a cultured people, but also a civilization so similar to the Spaniards' own. Here, across what had been a forbidding ocean, for all intents and purposes isolated from the civilized world, was a state headed by a king—just as in Europe. Noblemen, functionaries, courtesans filled the royal court. Emissaries came and went. Tribute was extracted from vassal tribes, taxes were paid by loyal citizens. Royal archives kept written records of tribal histories, dynasties, wealth. There was an army with an hierarchical command and perfected weapons. There were arts and crafts, music and dancing. There were festivals connected with the seasons and holy days prescribed by religion—a state religion, just as in Europe. And there was the sacred precinct with its temples and chapels and residences, surrounded by a wall—just as the Vatican in Rome—run by a hierarchy of priests who, just as in Europe of the time, were not only keepers of the faith and interpreters of divine will, but also guardians of the secrets of scientific knowledge. Of that, astrology, astronomy, and the mysteries of the calendar were paramount.
Some Spanish chroniclers of the time, aiming to counteract the embarrassingly positive impressions of what should have been Indian savages, attributed to Cortés a reprimand to Moctezuma for worshiping "idols that are not gods, but evilly named demons," an evil influence Cortés supposedly offered to counteract by constructing atop the pyramid a shrine with a cross" and the image of our Lady" (Bernal Díaz del Castillo, Historia verdadera). But to the Spaniards' astonishment, even the symbol of the cross was known to the Aztecs and, deemed by them 
a symbol with celestial significance, was depicted as the emblem of Quetzalcoatl's shield (Fig. 5).
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Figure 5
Moreover, through the maze of a pantheon of numerous deities, there could be seen an underlying belief in a Supreme God, a Creator of All. Some of the prayers to him even sounded familiar; here are a few verses from an Aztec prayer, recorded in Spanish from the original Nahuatl language:
You inhabit the heavens,
You uphold the mountains ...
You are everywhere, everlasting.
You are beseeched, you are entreated.
Your glory is eminent.
Yet with all the baffling similarities, there was a troubling difference about Aztec civilization. It was not just the "idolatry," of which the flocking friars and padres made a casus belli; not even the barbaric customs of cutting out the hearts of prisoners and offering the pulsating hearts in sacrifice to Huitzilopochtli (a practice, incidentally, apparently introduced only in 1486 by the king preceding Moctezuma). It was, rather, the whole gamut of this civilization, as though it was the result of a progress that had been arrested in its course, or an imported higher culture covering, as a thin veneer, a coarser understructure.
The edifices were impressive and ingeniously laid out, but they were not built of dressed stones; rather, they were of adobe construction—field stones crudely held together with simple mortar. Trade was extensive, but it was all a barter trade. Tribute 
was in kind; taxes were paid in personal services—there was no knowledge of money of any kind. Textiles were woven on a most rudimentary loom; cotton was spun on clay spindles the likes of which have been found in the Old World, in the ruins of Troy (second millennium B.C.) and sites in Palestine (third millennium B.C.). In their tools and weapons the Aztecs were in a stone age, unaccountably devoid of metal tools and weapons although they possessed the craft of goldsmithing. For cutting they used chips of the glasslike obsidian stone (and one of the prevalent objects from Aztec times was the obsidian knife used to cut out prisoners' hearts...).
Because other peoples in the Americas have been held to have had no writing, the Aztecs seemed more advanced at least on this score because they did have a system of writing. But the writing was neither alphabetical nor phonetic; it was a series of pictures, like cartoons in a comic strip (Fig. 6a). By comparison, in the ancient Near East where writing began circa 3800 B.C. (in Sumer) in the form of pictographs, it quickly changed through stylization to a cuneiform script, advanced to a phonetic script where signs stood for syllables, and, by the end of the second millennium B.C., to a complete alphabet. Pictorial writing appeared in Egypt at the beginning of kingship there, circa 3100 B.C., and quickly evolved into a system of hieroglyphic writing.
Expert studies, as that by Amelia Hertz (Revue de Synthése Historique, vol. 35), have concluded that Aztec picture-writing in A.D. 1500 was similar to the earliest Egyptian writing, as that on the stone tablet of king Narmer (Fig. 6b) whom some consider to have been the first dynastic king in Egypt—four and a half millennia earlier. A. Hertz found another curious analogy between Aztec Mexico and early dynastic Egypt: In both, while copper metallurgy was yet to develop, goldsmithing was so advanced that the craftsmen could inlay golden objects with turquoise (a semiprecious stone cherished in both lands).
The National Museum of Anthropology in Mexico City—certainly one of the world's best in its field—displays the country's archaeological heritage in a 
U-shaped building. Consisting of connected sections or halls, it takes the visitor through time and place, from prehistoric origins to Aztec times and from south and north to east and west. The central section is devoted to the Aztecs; it is the heart and pride of national Mexican archaeology, for "Aztecs" was a name given these people only lately. They called themselves Mexica, thus giving their preferred name not only to the capital (built where the Aztec Tenochtitlán had been) but also to the whole country.
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