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    Character


    THE STORYTELLER


    Notes


    A slash ( / ) indicates an interruption.


    An en dash ( – ) at the end of a line indicates an unfinished thought.


    Voiceover characters are prerecorded by voice actors, indicated by lines aligned to the right.


    All other characters are voiced on stage by The Storyteller, indicated by italics and quotation marks.


    The original production featured a score composed by Jakabol, with additional music and arrangements by Beth Roberts and Harry Miller, performed live by two onstage musicians. Ben Carter’s songs were written and recorded by Joe Williams. In keeping with the folk spirit of the play, future companies are encouraged to compose their own versions of the show’s songs and score.


    This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.

  

  
    


    
      The Brock Song


      Our dear love she sleeps tonight

      ’Neath the earth escapes no light

      Forever young and now so wild

      Within this song our changed, sweet child


      Come not walking map in hand

      Not to grasp the shifting sand

      Live for this then let it go

      Rain turn’d sun then sun to snow


      Stripe struck Brock from underneath

      Eyes like pools and sharp her teeth

      Holds the key to living well

      Wean the stories she could tell


      Come not walking map in hand

      Not to grasp the shifting sand

      Live for this then let it go

      Rain turn’d sun then sun to snow


      But old Brock no word she speaks

      No glory from above she seeks

      For she know for us to stay

      We must give all we own away


      Come not walking map in hand

      Not to grasp the shifting sand

      Live for this then let it go

      Rain turn’d sun then sun to snow


      Live for this then let it go

      Rain turn’d sun then sun to snow


      Live for this then let it go

      Rain turn’d sun then sun to snow

    
  

  
    
      
    


    


    
      1. PROLOGUE


      A tape player sits centre stage in a pool of light.


      THE STORYTELLER enters, and slots in a new tape.


      A woman’s voice sings ‘The Brock Song’.


      At first it’s peaceful, but the sound of the tape begins to distort and stretch in an intensifying noise of interference and static. Digital and animal and echoing. It builds and builds then very suddenly stops – the sound of a degauss cycle finishing with a high-pitched whine.


      MELES (V.O.). She’s… gone.


      JACK (V.O.). I know.


      MELES (V.O.). No… I mean, look.


      Something rustles.


      JACK (V.O.). Oh.


      A long stillness.


      MELES (V.O.). It’s… I think…


      JACK (V.O.). Do you think it worked?


      The tape bends again.


      The sound is halfway between a badger snuffling and a tape whirring.


      THE STORYTELLER presses stop on the tape player. Rewind. She looks at the audience.


      THE STORYTELLER. We’re all here for a story.


      And this is where it starts.


      This story takes place in a market town.


      Deep dish between sea and moor


      swaddled by trees and fields


      with a river running through it.


      Smooth, cold, deep, it turns tidal in this town, with a weir at its centre, altering the characteristics of water.


      There’s history –


      a castle on a hill,


      a granite standing stone


      ghost stories and settlements.


      There’s present –


      a Morrisons with a salad bar,


      a Michelin-recommended sharing plate bistro,


      a woman who does Reiki on people’s pets


      (she charges extra


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      2. STORIES


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      3. MELES FINDS A STORY


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      4. MEETING BRIDGET


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      5. THE FOLK TALE


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      6. HOME
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      10. NIGHTMARE


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      11. GONE
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      14. THE SONG


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      15. BRIDGET COMES HOME
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      17. GOODBYE


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    

    
      18. THE END


      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
    
  

  
    
      
    


    


    MALAIKA KEGODE


    Malaika Kegode is an award-winning writer, performer and theatre-maker based in Bristol. Her work challenges common narratives about working-class identity, rural communities and dual heritage experience through stories told across mixed disciplines.


    Her debut spoken word gig-theatre show Outlier was produced for Bristol Old Vic’s main stage, earning four-star reviews from The Guardian and The Stage. The Colour of Dinosaurs, her children’s show, toured nationally in 2023–4, culminating at Southbank Centre’s Imagine Festival. Shortlisted for the Imison Award, her radio drama Tribe of Two aired on BBC Radio 4.


    She is a recipient of the Kevin Elyot Award, founder of Milk Poetry and was selected for Channel 4’s 4Screenwriting mentorship programme in 2025.


    In addition to Badgers, her upcoming work includes her second poetry collection Good as a Rest (Burning Eye Books) and a libretto for English Touring Opera’s Mimi and the Golden Touch.

  

  
    
      
    


    A Nick Hern Book


    Badgers first published in Great Britain as a paperback original in 2026 by Nick Hern Books Limited, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London, in association with Theatre Royal Plymouth


    This ebook first published in 2026


    Badgers © 2026 Malaika Kegode


    Malaika Kegode has asserted her right to be identified as the author of this work


    Cover image by Tom Denbigh


    Designed and typeset by Nick Hern Books, London


    A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library


    ISBN 978 1 83904 611 7 (print edition)

    ISBN 978 1 80640 022 5 (ebook edition)


    CAUTION   his ebook is copyright material and must not be copied, reproduced, transferred, distributed, leased, licensed or publicly performed or used in any way except as specifically permitted in writing by the publishers, as allowed under the terms and conditions under which it was purchased or as strictly permitted by applicable copyright law. Any unauthorised distribution or use of this text may be a direct infringement of the author’s and publisher’s rights, and those responsible may be liable in law accordingly. This book may not be used, in whole or in part, for the development or training of artificial intelligence technologies or systems.


    Amateur Performing Rights   Applications for performance, including readings and excerpts, by amateurs in the English language should be addressed to the Performing Rights Department, Nick Hern Books, The Glasshouse, 49a Goldhawk Road, London W12 8QP, tel +44 (0)20 8749 4953, email rights@nickhernbooks.co.uk, except as follows:


    Australia: ORiGiN Theatrical, email enquiries@originmusic.com.au, web www.origintheatrical.com.au


    New Zealand: Play Bureau, 20 Rua Street, Mangapapa, Gisborne 4010, tel +64 21 258 3998, email info@playbureau.com


    Professional Performing Rights   Applications for performance by professionals in any medium and in any language throughout the world should be addressed in the first instance to Nick Hern Books, see contact details above.


    No performance of any kind may be given unless a licence has been obtained. Applications should be made before rehearsals begin. Publication of this play does not necessarily indicate its availability for amateur performance.
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