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Preface






Don’t let the fact
that this is a study of some relatively obscure Old Testament laws
keep you from reading. I am absolutely convinced of what the
apostle Paul said to Timothy:

16) All Scripture is breathed out by God and
is profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness, 17) that the man of God may be complete,
equipped, for every good work. (2 Timothy 3)

The laws I want to
examine in this passage relate to the will of God concerning
different species of animals and seeds. While there were very
practical reasons for these laws, they also have much to teach us
about God and how to walk with Him. The principles behind these
laws are as applicable to us today as they ever were. The lessons
we learn from them are extremely important.

I know that
as I prepare this study I can only present the material in a way
that is easy to understand and applicable to life. The challenge
for us is to take these simple lessons and apply them. For this, I
am dependent on the Holy Spirit who alone can take what He has
given me and reveal it to each reader in a way that can actually
change lives.

The principles are
very simple, but their simplicity must not be overlooked. As you
study these laws and the requirements of God, take the time to ask
Him to help you to see what they have to do with your life today.
Ask Him to help you apply these principles to your life so that you
can be drawn closer to Him. I commit this work into the hands of
the Lord and pray that He would be pleased to use it to draw each
person who reads it into a deeper walk and relationship with Him.
May God be pleased to bless as you read.

F. Wayne Mac
Leod




Chapter 1 - THE SEPARATION OF SPECIES

There is a set of Old Testament Laws which appears
strange to our modern minds. These laws have always perplexed me,
and so I decided to take the time to seek the Lord about their
purpose and application. This study is an attempt to understand and
apply the principles of these laws to our day.

The laws I am
speaking about are found in two Old Testament passages. The first
is Leviticus 19:19 which says:

(19) You shall keep my statutes. You shall
not let your cattle breed with a different kind. You shall not sow
your field with two kinds of seed, nor shall you wear a garment
made of two kinds of material.

The second similar
passage is in Deuteronomy 22:9-11:

(9) You shall not sow your vineyard with two
kinds of seed, lest the whole field be forfeited, the crop that you
have sown and the yield of the vineyard. (10) You shall not plod
with an ox and a donkey together. (11) You shall not wear cloth of
wool and linen mixed together.

Let
me summarize God's
requirements of God for Israel as found in these two Old Testament
passages:

- Israel was not to breed two different
kinds of animals together

- Israel was not to plant a field with two
different kinds of seed

- Israel was not to wear clothes made with
two different kinds of material

- Israel was not to plough a field with two
different kinds of animals yoked together

The requirements
of these commands are simple enough. The problem, however, is to
understand why God forbid these actions. The purpose of this study
is grasp the intent of these laws in the life of Israel. I am
convinced that a more thorough understanding of these verses will
also be a great blessing to us in our day as well.

As we begin, let's
take a moment to do a brief word study. Notice from Leviticus 19:19
and Deuteronomy 22:9 that the word "kind" or "kinds" is used. The
Hebrew word used in both of these passages is the word "kilayim."
"Kilayim" literally means "separation." It comes from the word
"kele" which means “prison.” The word "kele", in turn comes from
the word "kala" which means, "to restrict," "to hold back," "to
shut up," or "to restrain." It is interesting to note that the word
"kilayim" is only used in the two passages we are considering now.
It does not appear anywhere else in the Old Testament in this
form.

The objects
God required to be shut up, separated or held in prison are species
of animals, seeds and materials. The word kilayim refers to the way
in which God put boundaries on each species of plant and animal. He
gave them distinct characteristics and abilities. They were
con-strained to those boundaries. The papaya tree would never
produce apples. The banana tree would never produce coconuts. The
elephant would never fly in the air. The whale would never walk on
dry ground. They were "imprisoned" by their own characteristics and
instincts.

This lines up with
what Genesis 1 teaches us about creation:

(11) And God said, "Let the earth sprout
vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in
which is their seed, each according to its kind on the earth." And
it was so.

Notice that God
created the plants and fruit trees, "each according to its kind."
The word "kind" here is a different Hebrew word from that used in
the Leviticus 19 and Deuteronomy 22 but refers to a "species." In
other words, God created a variety of plants with unique qualities.
These plants were distinguished and separated from one another by
these unique characteristics.

What is true of
plants is also true of fish, birds and wildlife. Consider these
further passages in Genesis 1:

(21) So God created the great sea creatures
and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm,
according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its
kind. And God saw that it was good.

(24) And God said, "Let the earth bring
forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and
creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds."
And it was so. (25) And God made the beasts of the earth according
to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and
every-thing that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And
God saw that it was good.

The phrase
"according to their kinds" is repeated seven times in these three
verses. Notice also that the verses conclude with the words: "And
God saw that it was good." God was pleased with the variety of
species He had created. Each species had a purpose and provided a
perfect balance for the earth. Some plants would grow well in the
sun while others grew better in the shade. Some animals preferred
to eat one type of food while others preferred something else. God
created the earth and all the species to function in harmony with
His eternal purpose. This balance of different kinds (or species)
of animals and plants was perfect.

On a very basic
level, the laws of diverse kinds protected animal and plant species
and assured that they would continue as God intended. These laws
also protected God's people from the effects of the imbalance that
the mingling of these species would bring to the earth and to the
physical health of His people.

While this,
in a nutshell, summarizes these laws, there is much more to
consider. As we continue this study, we will take the time to break
down these laws individually and see what they teach us about God
and His purpose for this world.






For
Consideration:

- What do we learn here about creation, the
order and purpose of God in creating the various species of plants
and animals?

- Take a moment to think about the various
species God has created on this earth. How do the different species
of animals and plants work together to create a healthy
balance?

- What do you suppose would be the effect of
tampering with the order and balance that God has created in the
universe?

For Prayer:

- Ask the Lord to help you to see the
importance of every part of His world.

- Thank the Lord for the order He has
created in the world. Thank Him for the variety of animal and plant
species and how they all work together to accomplish His
purpose.

- Thank the Lord for the incredible wisdom
that put this world together with all its harmony and balance.




Chapter 2 - GOD'S PERFECT WAYS

You shall keep
my statutes. You shall not let your cattle breed with different
kind. (Leviticus 19:19a)

In the first
chapter we examined the laws of the Old Testament regarding
different species of plants and animals. Let's now take the time to
examine the various aspects of these laws in an attempt to discover
what is behind them and what they teach us about God and His
purpose.

Leviticus 19:19
begins with God's requirement for cattle. The law of God
specifically stated that Israel was not to breed their cattle with
a different kind. For example, they were not to breed a cow with a
horse. The Old Testament word for "breed" is the Hebrew word
"raba." It is only used two other times in the Old Testament
(Leviticus 18:23, Leviticus 20:16). Let's consider these two
verses:

And you shall not lie with any animal and so
make yourself unclean with it, neither shall any woman give herself
to an animal to lie with it: it is perversion. (Leviticus
18:23)

If a woman approaches any animal and lies
with it, you shall kill the woman and the animal; they shall surely
be put to death; their blood is upon them (Leviticus 20:16)

These use of the
word in these verses speak about a sexual relationship between
humans and animals. Leviticus 19:19 extends this to the animal
kingdom as well. God forbade the intermingling of different species
of animals. In fact, from a scientific perspective, in many cases,
God has made it impossible for different species to breed and have
an offspring.

We have seen the
requirement of God here in this pas-sage. The question that now
falls on us is to understand what this teaches us about God, His
purposes and its application to us today.

Most
commentators are in agreement that this law, on a very basic level
prohibited changing what God had established in the natural order
of things. As we mentioned in the last chapter, God created each
animal "according to its kind" (Genesis 1:11, 21, 24, 25). God did
this for a reason. There was purpose and order in the creation.
Each species had a role to fulfil in the chain of life. To break
even one link in the chain was to break the chain itself. As God
looked at the various species He had created on the earth He saw
that it was good (Genesis 1:25). He delighted in the perfection of
creation, the order and the balance. He saw how each animal and
plant had a place and role to play in the proper functioning of the
world and it was good and perfect.

As I grow older I
have come to see how each part of my body is so intricately
connected. When one part of my body is not functioning as it
should, it affects other parts of the body. What is true of our
bodies is also true of a motor. If one part of a motor is not
working, the motor will not function as




















cover.jpg
e e Sons FOR TODAY
s - FROM THE
OLD TESTAMENT LAW






