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●  USC football began its journey in 1888.

●  The team played its first game against an opponent from Alliance Athletic Club, Los Angeles.

●  Originally, USC colors were gold and black, but they later switched to the iconic cardinal and gold.

●  USC's first football coach, Henry H. Goddard, was also a professor at the university.

●  The first USC football team had no official stadium and played games at various locations around Los Angeles.

●  The Trojans nickname was officially adopted in 1912, inspired by the endurance and determination of USC athletes.

●  USC’s first victory came in its second game, beating St. Vincent's College 16-0 in 1889.

●  By the early 1920s, the Trojans were a dominant force in collegiate football.

●  USC played its first game outside California in 1914, beating Oregon State 28-6.

●  The Trojans ended their inaugural 1888 season with a 2-0 record.

●  USC didn't join a conference until 1922 when they became part of the Pacific Coast Conference.

●  The Trojans' first rivalry game with Notre Dame started in 1926.

●  In the early days, USC football players were known as the "Methodists" or "Wesleyans."

●  The "Trojan Shrine" or "Tommy Trojan," one of the most recognizable symbols of USC spirit, was unveiled in 1930.

●  USC football's rich history boasts 11 national championships.

●  The Trojan football program has produced 7 Heisman Trophy winners.

●  USC's rise to national prominence began under coach Howard Jones in the 1920s and 1930s.

●  USC has had just four losing seasons since 1961.

●  The Trojans have played in more Rose Bowl games than any other team.

●  USC is often referred to as "Tailback U" because of its history of great running backs.

●  The Trojans have claimed at least a share of the Pac-12 South title seven times since its creation in 2011.

●  In the 1939 season, the Trojans completed a perfect 8-0-2 record.

●  The Trojans' first bowl game appearance was in the 1923 Rose Bowl.

●  USC has a tradition of having a live horse, "Traveler," run around the Coliseum during games.

●  By the end of the 1930s, USC football had already produced three national championship teams.
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Greatest Players
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●  Reggie Bush won the Heisman Trophy in 2005, though it was later vacated.

●  Marcus Allen became the first player in NCAA history to rush for over 2,000 yards in a season in 1981.

●  Anthony Munoz is considered one of the greatest offensive linemen in both college and NFL history.

●  Junior Seau became one of the NFL's best linebackers after a stellar career at USC.

●  Carson Palmer, the Trojans' QB, won the Heisman in 2002.

●  Lynn Swann, a star WR for USC, went on to win four Super Bowls with the Pittsburgh Steelers.

●  Ronnie Lott is often considered one of the best defensive backs in football history.

●  Troy Polamalu, known for his hard hits and flowing hair, became a key player for the Pittsburgh Steelers.

●  Adoree' Jackson, a cornerback, was known for his incredible speed and agility.

●  Mike Garrett, the Trojans' running back in the mid-1960s, won the Heisman Trophy in 1965.

●  Mark Carrier was named an All-American safety in 1989.

●  Keyshawn Johnson, a standout receiver, was the No. 1 overall pick in the 1996 NFL Draft.

●  Sam Cunningham was instrumental in helping integrate college football in the South.

●  Matt Leinart, USC's quarterback, won the Heisman Trophy in 2004.

●  Clay Matthews Jr., part of the renowned Matthews football family, was a star for the Trojans in the late '70s.

●  Charles White rushed for over 6,200 yards in his USC career, winning the Heisman in 1979.

●  Marqise Lee set multiple Pac-12 records as a wide receiver for USC.

●  Stanley Havili is considered one of the best fullbacks in USC history.

●  O.J. Simpson, before his controversial personal life, was a football star at USC, winning the Heisman in 1968.

●  Ryan Kalil went on to become a multiple-time Pro Bowler in the NFL.

●  Bruce Matthews, another member of the Matthews family, was a dominant force on the O-line.

●  Willie Wood, a USC star in the late 1950s, became a Super Bowl champion with the Green Bay Packers.

●  Safety Joey Browner became a standout player in the NFL after his time with the Trojans.

●  Offensive lineman Tony Boselli was a star at USC before becoming the Jacksonville Jaguars' first-ever draft pick.

●  Safety Mark Carrier was known for his hard-hitting play and became a standout in the NFL.
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