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HOW THIS BOOK WILL HELP YOU IN AQA GCSE HISTORY

It will help you to learn the content

The author text explains all the key content clearly and comprehensively. It helps you understand each period and each topic, and the themes that connect the topics.


The Factfiles and Profiles are packed with facts and examples to use in your own work to support your arguments.


FACTFILE

The Treaty of Montgomery, 1267

	●  Henry III recognised Llywelyn as Prince of Wales.


	●  Henry III acknowledged Llywelyn’s right to rule over Wales.








We use lots of diagrams and maps to help you to visualise, understand and remember topics. We also encourage you to draw your own diagrams – that is an even better way to learn.


FIGURE 8

A modern illustration of the Battle of Stirling Bridge. It was drawn in 1976 for a children’s story book.
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This book is full of brilliant sources. This course deals with some big issues but sources can help pin those issues down. History is at its best when you can see what real people said, did, wrote, sang, watched, laughed about, cried over and got upset about. Sources can really help you to understand the story better and remember it, because they help you to see the events and ideas in terms of what they meant to people at the time.


SOURCE 5

English Exchequer Pipe Rolls, 1304–05; English Exchequer accounts, translated by Dr J.R. Davies.

John of Lincoln and Roger of Paris render account for the citizens of London …






Throughout the book there are tasks which are designed to build your understanding of a period or issue step by step. Think questions direct you to the things you should be noticing or thinking about. They also practise the kind of analytical skills that you need to improve in history. They will help prepare you for the Focus Tasks – see opposite.


THINK

	1  How important were the infantry?


	2  Which part of it was most important?


	3  Why? 








Key Words. Every subject and topic has its own vocabulary. If you don’t know what these words mean you won’t be able to write about the subject. So, for each topic we have provided a keywords list. You should aim to be able to understand them and use them confidently in your writing. They are all defined in the Glossary on pages 76–7. But we also want you to create your own keywords list – in a notebook or on your phone, write down each word with your own definition.


KEY WORDS

Make sure you know what these terms mean:

	●  Feudal system


	●  Model parliament


	●  Rights


	●  Justice








Finally there are Tips throughout to help you focus on the important issues and there is a Topic Summary at the end of every topic. This condenses all the content into a few points, which should help you to get your bearings in even the most complicated content. Some people say it is good to read the summary before you even start the topic so you know where you are heading.


TOPIC SUMMARY

Trade, towns and villages

	●  England was fast becoming a cash economy at this time, after 30 years of good harvests.


	●  Towns and trade were increasingly important.







It will help you to apply what you learn

The second big aim of this book is to help you apply what you learn, which means to help you think deeply about the content and develop your own judgements about the issues, and make sure you can support those judgements with evidence and relevant knowledge.

This is not an easy task. You will not suddenly develop this skill. You need to practise studying an issue, deciding what you think, and then selecting from all that you know the points that are really relevant to your argument. One of the most important skills in history is the ability to select, organise and deploy (use) knowledge to answer a particular question.


The main way we help you with this is through the Focus Tasks. These are the big tasks that appear at the beginning and end of most topics. They bring together your learning and help you turn it into something memorable and creative. Part 1 (at the start of each topic) helps you make notes and gather information as you read; Part 2 (at the end of each topic) gets you to use your notes to analyse what you have learned and complete some written work. Both stages are important – gathering and organising the information and using it to show your understanding of it.

Most Focus Tasks have tips that help you get started – highlighting a couple of key points that you can use in your answers.


FOCUS TASK

Why was Edward able to defeat the Welsh? Part 1

As you work through this topic:

	1  Make a list of factors that enabled the English to defeat the Welsh. For each factor you find, make a card with a title and brief bullet points on it.


	2  For each factor, decide if it shows English strength or Welsh weakness. Split the cards into two piles as you work through the topic.







It will help you review your learning and prepare for assessment

The Chapter Review at the end of each chapter introduces different styles of question used for assessment and provides practice questions to develop your skills.

Assessment Focus appears on pages 72–5. These pages take you step by step through the requirements of the specification and show you the kinds of questions you might be asked. We have also analysed some sample answers.






Introduction

In 1268, Edward ‘took the cross’ and promised to go to the HOLY LAND and fight the Muslims who were in control of much of the area. It took a long time to raise the money needed but eventually, in 1270, he and his wife Eleanor of Castile, along with around 1,000 men, arrived in Acre, one of the last remaining strongholds of the Christian community in the area.

After a few minor skirmishes, Edward realised that his forces were not big enough to defeat the Muslims so began negotiating a truce. While these negotiations were going on, messengers went back and forth between the two camps and the truce was finally signed in May 1272.

Edward decided to stay in Acre for a while to see if the truce held. One evening he was alone in his tent when a Muslim messenger arrived. The messenger tried to kill Edward with a poisoned dagger, but Edward managed to overpower him and kill him. Grievously ill, Edward began to put his affairs in order, expecting the worst. The only cure was to remove the poison from the wound in Edward’s arm.

The story goes that Eleanor personally sucked the poison out of the arm to ensure Edward’s safety. The 19th-century illustration below pictures the scene. Unfortunately the story may not be true. The wound was almost certainly cleaned out by one of Edward’s doctors. The first recorded telling of the ‘sucking out the poison’ story is by Ptolemy of Lucca, in Sicily, in the 1320s. Another later 14th-century writer suggests Otto de Grandson sucked out the poison. William Camden included the story of Eleanor in his book in the late sixteenth century and it was repeated by many writers until more recent research has shown the story may be untrue.


PROFILE

William Camden 1551–1623

	●  William Camden was born in London and studied at Oxford University.


	●  He was an antiquarian (dealer in antiques and rare books) and historian, who published Britannia in 1586.


	●  This was an attempt to describe Britain, county by county, both as it was then, and how it had been in history.


	●  The book was so successful it ran into many editions, and Camden spent his life updating it and writing more books.


	●  His fieldwork and research were novel at the time, but much copied since.


	●  His works continued to be published right into the nineteenth century.






THINK

	1  What does this story tell us about Edward?


	2  What does it tell us about Edward’s relationship with Eleanor?


	3  What does it tell us about the reliability of historians’ writings?


	4  What does it tell us about interpretations in history?






FIGURE 1

A map of the Ninth Crusade.
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SOURCE 2

A nineteenth-century illustration of Eleanor sucking the poison from Edward’s arm, thus saving his life.
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Whatever actually happened, we do know is that after several weeks’ CONVALESCENCE, in September 1272, Edward and Eleanor set off for England. On the way they discovered that Edward’s father Henry III had died in November 1272 and that Edward was now King of England.


SOURCE 3

Edward and his wife, Eleanor, from an early fourteenth-century manuscript. This is one of few contemporary images of Edward.
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This British Depth Study gives you the opportunity to explore the life and reign of one of the most remarkable Plantagenet kings of England – Edward ‘Longshanks’ or Edward I.

Born in 1239, he became king in 1272 and ruled until his death in 1307. Unusually for someone of Norman descent, he was named Edward after Edward the Confessor, the last Saxon king of England, who his father greatly admired. When he was only fifteen his father arranged for him to marry Eleanor of Castile.

His father Henry III’s reign saw occasional quarrels between king and barons. In 1264, Henry was defeated for a short while and kept prisoner by Simon de Montfort until 1265. Then in 1265 de Montfort was defeated at the Battle of Evesham by an army led by Prince Edward. Simon was brutally killed and Henry III again ruled the country.

That battle established Edward’s reputation as a great fighter and much of his reign was taken up with war.

As king he conquered Wales, marking the end of Welsh independence. He failed in his attempts to do the same with Scotland but never gave up. He even died, in Burgh-on-the-Sands, near Carlisle on 7 July 1307, on the way to invade Scotland again! Edward was also ruler of Gascony, now part of France, and went to war with France in 1294.

War was expensive so Edward was always short of money and towards the end of his reign, the cost of his wars led to many disputes with his subjects.

Nevertheless, in the early part of his reign, Edward was viewed as a shrewd politician, someone who listened to complaints and acted on injustices. At one stage, he even removed every one of the sheriffs before introducing an enquiry into CORRUPTION. He tried hard to make the law accessible to all, rich or poor, even if his main aim was to maintain the power and authority of the king.


PROFILE

Eleanor of Castile, 1241–90

	●  Eleanor was born in Spain, the second daughter of King Ferdinand III.


	●  She was brought up at court and educated, which was unusual for girls at the time, but not for aristocrats.


	●  In 1254 she was married to the future Edward I.


	●  Despite having an ARRANGED MARRIAGE, they seemed to be very much in love and had sixteen children, although many did not survive childhood.


	●  She accompanied Edward on his crusade, where one of their children, Joan of Acre, was born.


	●  She was not popular in England, largely because of the way she acquired so much land, but Edward was devastated when she died in 1290.






FOCUS TASK

What kind of king will Edward be?

This is what people expected of a medieval king:

[image: image]
From what you know about Edward so far:

	1  Which of these roles do you think will be most important to Edward?


	2  Which of these roles do you think Edward will be best at?


	3  What do you expect to be the major issues explored in this depth study?


	4  Finally, at this point, what kind of king do you think Edward will be? 





Edward’s life

This timeline shows some of the main events you will be studying in this book and how the different strands relate to each other.
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1  Government: The rights of king and people 
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Edward was 33 when he became king, inheriting a country whose stability had been shakily restored after a civil war between king and barons. But by 1295, Edward had assembled a ‘Model Parliament’ and was doing his best to provide justice in England.

This chapter will examine the legacy Edward inherited and his efforts to restore the king’s authority and provide rights and justice for the people. 



England in 1272

The power of the king

The Normans did a lot to strengthen the FEUDAL SYSTEM in England (see Figure 1). The king owned all the land and that was the source of his wealth and power. He granted land to his followers, in exchange for OBLIGATIONS: to swear loyalty to the king; to fight for the king when required; to pay taxes; and to keep the countryside safe. Most followers received several pieces of land, spread across the country so they would not become too powerful in one area and strong enough to challenge the king. The exception to this was in the border regions – the Welsh Marches and northern England – where strong local landowners were needed to stop invasions (see Figure 2). These Marcher Lords, as they became known, were a powerful and sometimes disruptive influence on society, often trying to extend their power and wealth at the expense of their neighbours. Lots of land was also set aside as royal forests, for example, the New Forest in Hampshire, kept for the king to go hunting.

In turn, the king’s chief supporters (the barons) would grant land, usually a
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The Church
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1.1 Henry III’s legacy




	

	




Henry III’s efforts to restore royal authority
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The barons
















	


	







	 
	 







Crusade 




	

	




Parliament and taxes
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Succession


Was Edward ready to be king?
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Edward’s character
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Edward’s actions in the civil war


Edward’s religious beliefs






	

	

	

	

	














	

	

	

	





1.2 The development of government, rights and justice








	

	

	

	




A riot at Boston Fair
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Edward’s promise








The Hundred Rolls
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Investigating corruption








Delivering complaints










	

	

	







	

	
	

	

	









	




Edward’s first Parliament 
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The Statute of Westminster, 1275





	

	

	




Convening the first Parliament of Edward’s reign


Edward pushes through more changes

Quo Warranto


Statutes of Mortmain


Statute of Westminster, 1285




	




Statute of Merchants


London Bridge
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Robert Burnell, Chancellor





	

	

	









	

	

	

	

	




	

	







The route to the king


A trusted diplomat


Personal gain




Acton Burnell Castle: What does his house tell us about Robert Burnell?
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The development of Parliament
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How Parliament worked






	

	





Edward’s ‘Model Parliament’ of 1295
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