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            The book of Joel is divided into two parts; (1) a great calamity caused by a locust invasion, and (2) God's answer to the prayers of the people. The book contains a prophecy often found in the writings of the prophets: that the Jews would go to establish a great nation in Palestine in the future.
   It is divided into 2 parts: the first is historical and relates a great calamity caused by a locust invasion, the need for repentance and restoration; the second part is eschatological and describes God's answer to the prayers of the people, the outpouring of his Spirit, the judgment of the nations and the blessing of his people. The book includes a prophecy that we often find in the writings of the prophets: in the future, the Jews would be established as a great nation in Palestine.
In the midst of a dark moment in Israel's history, Joel was the voice of God's intense desire for intimacy with his people. The wickedness of idolatry warrants judgment, but Joel goes beyond warnings about the end, delivering passionate promises of restoration, culminating in the outpouring of God's Spirit upon all people. Women, men, young and old. All alike (Joe 2:28-29) would have intimate fellowship with God and minister in His power.
   Pay attention to God's call for you as you read the pages of this book. Joel reminds you that God wants you to give Him your heart, He wants your love and your life. He is serious about your walk with Him. There is no place for sin, but fear not. The message, then and now, is clear: "Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love." (Joe 2:13).
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our biblical journey and we come to the Old Testament to begin our study of the book of the prophet Joel. This book may not seem very important to us, since it only has three short chapters. It is not long, but it has a powerful content and great projections.

The author

We know very little about the prophet Joel. All that was said about him is found in chapter 1, verse 1, which says: The word of the Lord which came to Joel the son of Pethuel. The meaning of his name is "the Lord is God" and it was a very common name. Some have concluded that the prophet Joel was the son of Samuel, because the first book of Samuel, chapter 8, verses 1 and 2 says: 1It came to pass, when Samuel was old, that he made his sons judges over Israel. 2His firstborn son's name was Joel. But if we continue reading we will see that the next verse says: 3But the sons did not walk in the ways of their father, but were carried away by covetousness, allowing themselves to be bribed and perverting the law. Therefore we conclude that Samuel's son could not have been the same as the prophet Joel. 

Your time

We can be sure that Joel prophesied in Jerusalem and in the area in which this city was located. Again and again in his prophecy he referred to "the house of the Lord". For example, in chapter 1, verse 9 we read: the grain offering and the drink offering are gone from the house of the Lord, the priests, the ministers of the Lord are mourning. Also the prophet mentioned Jerusalem in chapter 3, verse 20, which says: But Judah shall dwell forever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation. And going back a few verses, in this same chapter 3, verse 17 he says: Then shall ye know that I am the Lord your God, dwelling in Zion, my holy mountain. Jerusalem shall be holy, and strangers shall no more pass through it. Therefore, we know that Joel was a prophet in the southern kingdom, that is, in the kingdom of Judah.

He prophesied as one of the first prophets. Actually, there were quite a few prophets, at least 50 prophets, and conservative scholars generally admit that Joel prophesied during the reign of Jehoahaz, king of Judah. This means that he may have been a contemporary and probably knew Elijah and Elisha. 

The subject

Joel's subject was "the day of the Lord". He specifically referred to it about 6 times (in 1:15; 2:1 and 2; 2:10 and 11; 2:30 and 31; and 3:14 to 16). The prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel all referred to "the day of the Lord." Sometimes they called it "that day." The prophet Zechariah especially emphasized "that day." And what was that day? Joel was the one who introduced the "day of the Lord" in prophecy. From the top of the mountain of prophecy, that man looked down through the centuries and saw far beyond any other prophet. He saw the day of the Lord.

The "day of the Lord" is a technical expression of the Holy Scriptures that is loaded with meaning. Not only does it include the reign of Christ on earth that will come after His second coming, but this prophet was to make it clear that this "day" would begin with the period called "the great tribulation", a period of severe trouble and conflict. If one were to place a limit or close a parenthesis at the end of the Day of the Lord, it would be located at the end of the kingdom period, when the Lord will put an end to all injustice and establish His eternal kingdom here on earth, which will be projected for eternity.

The "day of the Lord" was a peculiar expression of all the Old Testament prophets. It does not include the period when the church is in the world, because none of the prophets spoke of a group of people who would be called out from among the non-Jewish peoples, from the people of Israel and from all the peoples of the earth, to be integrated into a great body called the church, which will be removed from this world. The prophets also did not speak or write about the church.

Now, James, in the great council of Jerusalem that was mentioned in Acts chapter 15, more or less outlined this period. He said in the 15th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, verses 14 to 16: Simon has told how God first visited the Gentiles to take from them a people for his name. And with this agree the words of the prophets, as it is written: "After this I will return and build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will repair the ruins thereof, and will raise it up again. Now, Jacob said, "After this." After what? After He called His church out of this world, God would again return to His program of Israel, and it was to this time that "the day of the Lord" is referred to. And James went on to say, in verse 17 of this same chapter 15, of the book of the Acts of the Apostles: That the remnant of men should seek the Lord, and all the non-Jews, upon whom my name is called. So God is today calling from among the non-Jews and from all peoples Now, He is separating, He is calling a people. In that day, all non-Jews who will be entering the kingdom will seek the Lord. We believe that there will be a great spiritual return to God at that time, unlike any time the church has ever witnessed in history.

Someone might ask: "Why is God following this program?" Well, here we could read what James said in verse 18 of this 15th chapter of Acts: The Lord says, who makes all this known from ancient times. Actually, we have no answer to that question and nobody knows it. He is following that program and this is His universe. He is not responsible to you or to me, nor does He have to explain to us what He has been doing to receive or not to receive our approval. It would be a pity if you or I did not like it because, after all, we are simply creatures here on this earth. 

Special features

There are some peculiar characteristics about Joel's prophecy, which we would like to highlight. Joel was the first of the writing prophets, and when he looked back through the centuries, he saw the coming of the "day of the Lord". However, we do not believe that he saw the church at all—-just as none of the prophets saw it. When the Lord Jesus went to the top of the Mount of Olives, men who had studied the Old Testament came to Him and asked, "What sign shall there be of the end of the age?" The Lord, in answering, did not mention His cross to them at that time. He did not tell them about the coming of the Holy Spirit. He did not tell them about the church period, nor did He mention the rapture of the church. Instead, the Lord referred to the beginning of the "day of the Lord". He put a date on it, but it is not on your calendar or mine; the events predicted will identify that date for those who are at that time when the "day of the Lord" begins. Matthew chapter 24, verse 15 says: When ye therefore shall see in the holy place
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