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Introduction

This book follows on from the book on Fulfillment of the Holy Days and New Moons. 

Further exploration is required regarding the significance of the New Moons. Each New Moon holds a distinct meaning, offering churchgoers direction for spiritual growth and maturity in their faith. It provides guidance and highlights potential dangers and pitfalls that may hinder Christian development. If these challenges are not addressed and overcome, individuals risk stagnation or even a loss of faith, which may impede progress toward salvation and the pursuit of sainthood.

The Bible offers clear messages that should be considered during each New Moon. These messages carry special significance and are intended to guide Christians on their journey toward ultimate salvation.

Since observing the New Moons may be unfamiliar to many Christians, it is important to clarify potential misunderstandings. The New Moons are not designated as Sabbaths requiring cessation of work, although historical evidence suggests this may have been practiced in Jerusalem. Christians are not expected to risk employment as a result of observance. Rather, the New Moon is a solemn occasion for worship with the Messiah. While Jewish tradition observes this as an evening gathering, the significance extends beyond a single event. Additionally, Jesus’ teaching regarding the calf in the pit underscores the need for a balanced approach. Therefore, it is essential to approach this new practice thoughtfully and with discernment.

Symbolism

The general symbolism of the New Moon can be explored through its physical and metaphorical characteristics.

The moon reflects sunlight rather than generating its own light. Its surface is composed primarily of reflective material, which enables it to illuminate the night. The surface is covered with fine, silvery-white dust.

Individuals and leaders who embody and reflect divine values, principles, and law are often described as sources of light in the world.


“so that you may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation. Among these you shine as lights in the world,”

(Philippians 2L15, MKJV)



Previously Christ was referred to as a great light.


“The people who sat in darkness saw a great Light; and Light has sprung up to those who sat in the region and shadow of death."”

(Matthew 4:16, MKJV)



The moon was referred to by John in the book of Revelation.


“And there appeared a great sign in the heavens, a woman clothed with the sun, and the moon was under her feet, and a crown of twelve stars on her head,”

(Revelation 12:1, MKJV)



In this theological framework, the sun symbolizes God the Father, who inspires the Word, delivers the Commandments, creates the earth and all living beings, and orchestrates salvation for humanity. In the Old Testament, God is depicted as clothing the “woman” and illuminating the “moon” through His love, care, protection, Commandments, and Law, thereby establishing the society realized under King David and, ultimately, King Solomon. The “woman” represents spiritual leadership, which enables civil society, symbolized by the “moon,” to exist in peace and harmony. 

During the Old Testament period, the “woman” primarily refers to prophets who influenced the kings and, at times, fostered godly societies. When the people honored God, observed the Law, participated in festivals at the Temple in Jerusalem, and embodied the godly society that God intended for the Promised Land, they were symbolized as the “moon.” Throughout the era of the kings, Israel, as the “moon,” experienced cycles of waxing and waning, paralleling the lunar phases. Periods of prosperity often led to forgetfulness of God, resulting in societal decline.

In the New Testament context, the sun continues to represent God the Father, who illuminates Israel with His Law, Commandments, and precepts. Subsequently, this divine illumination extends to gentile converts, who are not required to observe the Law of Moses but are still expected to uphold the Ten Commandments, festivals, and New Moons. The “woman” now signifies the leadership roles of evangelists, pastors, elders, and deacons, while the “moon” beneath their feet represents the disciples and church members. The crown of twelve “stars” refers specifically to the twelve disciples. Following the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD, interpreted as an extended fulfillment of the sign of Jonah, the church membership dispersed, whereas the leadership sought refuge in Petra, as instructed by Jesus prior to His persecution. During this period, the “moon” was darkened and waning, yet a “new moon” would later emerge in Asia and Europe.

The “moon” thus symbolizes the membership of the faith community, which, through various phases, increases in number analogous to the waxing of the moon. Periods of growth are often followed by trials and tribulations attributed to Satan, resulting in decline or waning. This cyclical pattern reflects alternating periods of expansion and regression in response to adversity and oppression.

Five eras of Godly kings

Five distinct eras of godly kings in the Promised Land are recognized as periods when the monarchs acted righteously before God. During these times, the kings ensured the observance of Temple services, Sabbaths, New Moons, and Festivals, and facilitated public participation in sacrificial rites and repentance. These rulers also demonstrated respect for the prophets of God and adhered to their guidance. Consequently, the 'moon' metaphorically shone brightly in Jerusalem throughout these eras. The following discussion will briefly examine each of these five periods.

1) King David acted righteously before God and demonstrated repentance following his transgressions. His reign was succeeded by King Solomon, whose rule began positively but later declined. During Solomon's early reign, leaders such as the Queen of Sheba traveled great distances to observe a society characterized by adherence to divine principles and ethical conduct. However, Solomon eventually imposed higher taxes and committed additional transgressions, which contributed to the division of the kingdom into Judah in the south and Israel in the north. Following this division, only a few kings in Jerusalem governed Judah in accordance with God's will.


“because David did what was right in the eyes of Jehovah, and did not turn aside from all that He commanded him all the days of his life, except in the matter of Uriah the Hittite.”

(1 Kings 15:5, MKJV)



2)  King Asa did right before God and restored the Godly society after the degeneration under kings Rehoboam and Abijam (or Abijah).


“And Asa did what was right in the eyes of Jehovah, as David his father did.”

(1 Kings 15:11, MKJV)



His son Jehoshaphat also continued his great work in the restoration of a Godly society in Judea. He brought many Israelites back to Godly worship.


“And Jehoshaphat lived at Jerusalem. And he went out again among the people from Beer-sheba to mount Ephraim, and brought them back to Jehovah, the God of their fathers.”

(2 Chronicles 19:4, MKJV)



Thus the second restoration, where the society shone like the moon, was completed but waned again under Jeroham or Joram.

3) The third restoration began with Uzziah, who did what was right before God. His good work was carried on by his son Jotham who completed the work and did right in the sight of God.


“And he did right in the sight of Jehovah. He did according to all that his father Uzziah had done.”

(2 Kings 15:34, MKJV)



However, the general population did not fully participate. Temple services experienced a decline in leadership and opportunity, resulting in diminished worship in Jerusalem during the reign of King Ahaz.

4) The fourth restoration of the Temple in Jerusalem occurred during the reign of Hezekiah. Hezekiah reinstated Temple services, enforced adherence to God's Commandments and Laws, and consequently, the economy in Judea experienced renewed prosperity.


“And Hezekiah did throughout all Judah, and did the good and the right and the true before Jehovah his God.

And in every work that he began in the service of the house of God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to seek his God, he did it with all his heart, and prospered.”

(2 Chronicles 31:20-21, MKJV)



Subsequently, Manasseh and, later, Amon permitted the reintroduction of pagan practices, resulting in a renewed decline of Judea. The quality of temple services also diminished.

5) The fifth and final restoration in Jerusalem occurred when King Josiah ascended the throne at the age of eight. By this time, Temple services had ceased entirely, and the Book of the Law remained neglected in a hall within the Temple. King Josiah ordered the Temple to be cleaned, and upon the discovery of the Book, he expressed deep sorrow and initiated a comprehensive restoration effort.


“Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign. And he reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath.

And he did the right in the sight of Jehovah, and walked in all the way of David his father, and did not turn aside to the right or to the left.”

(2 Kings 22:1-2, MKJV)



Josiah was so distraught when his servants read the Book that they found in a dust-filled room of the Temple that he tore his clothes!


“And it happened when the king had heard the Words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes.”

(2 Kings 22:11, MKJV)



The fifth restoration of Godly worship in the Temple in Jerusalem commenced under Josiah's leadership. Josiah acted righteously in the eyes of God, enabling worshippers to pay respect and offer worship before God. As a result, Josiah is remembered for these actions and is believed to hold a distinguished place in the resurrection.

In contrast, Josiah's sons permitted the reintroduction of pagan practices and acted in ways considered evil in the sight of God.

Prior to the first advent of the Messiah, some partial efforts were undertaken to restore religious practices. Following the Roman Empire's conquest of Judea, the Herod family collaborated with Roman authorities, resulting in Herod's rise as a wealthy ruler over Jerusalem. Herod constructed a Temple that did not fully adhere to the Law, yet it functioned as a religious center during the ministry of Jesus Christ, who worshipped at the Temple Mount. Nevertheless, the priesthood, particularly the High Priest, was characterized by corruption, and the Temple became associated more with commercial activity than with genuine worship. Consequently, when the Messiah appeared as prophesied, the priesthood refused to acknowledge Him and sought His death. The Temple of Herod and the priesthood of that era are therefore not regarded as pleasing to God and are considered invalid in this context.

Accordingly, the metaphorical 'moon' is observed to wax and wane five times during the period of the Kings of Israel.

Seven eras of Church restoration

Following the five restorations under the Kings of Jerusalem, seven restorations are observed under the Apostles of Jesus Christ. This sequence is prophesied by John in chapters 2 and 3 of the book of Revelation.

The interpretation of the seven churches of Revelation as representing seven distinct church eras remains a subject of scholarly debate. Historically, these seven churches existed in the first century, which suggests that the messages may have been directed specifically to them. However, additional churches existed in Asia during this period, such as the Church in Jerusalem, raising questions about the selection of these particular seven. It is possible that the seven churches were intended as prophetic symbols for the future of the Church.

Alternatively, the messages may reflect general conditions applicable to various churches or stages experienced by individual Christians. Given the prophetic character of the book of Revelation, it is reasonable to consider the possibility that these references indicate seven eras of the Churches of God, spanning from the time of the Apostles to the anticipated return of the Messiah. 

This analysis will present the concept of seven eras, in which the membership of the Churches of God is likened to the restoration and subsequent waning of the “moon.” For clarity, the names of these seven churches will be considered in sequence.

1) Ephesus

2) Smyrna

3) Paramus

4) Thyatira

5) Sardis

6) Philadelphia

7) Laodicea

Although these seven churches were located along a likely mail route, several distinctive prophecies are associated with them.

1) Ephesus was threatened with removal if they didn’t repent to
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