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LONG AFTER THE HOLY Scriptures were written, an English clergyman named William Paley found out, as a result of that book, that prayer was and is important.

‘...pray without ceasing...’

(I Thessalonians 5)

[image: ]

RHETT VORSTER’S ARTISTIC rendering in Spanish of a Trinity lesson: in Matthew 6, Jesus taught his students to pray to our heavenly Father.
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Prayer
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When a person prays, that human is addressing a solemn request to God: but that is only 1 element of prayer. Prayer is also expressing thanks to the One who made you. Most people in the world are praying to the wrong spirit, because they don’t know their Creator.

The Bible of the Jews, which is God’s best book for mankind, tells us what prayer is and what it should be. Some may be surprised to learn that praying to God can mean making a judgment. Prayer is interceding for someone, and some may call it mediating for someone. Prayer can be pleading. Prayer is asking earnestly. Prayer can be begging, or even inviting. Prayer must definitely be worship. You could say prayer is, above all, asking. And we must keep in mind that prayer involves being separated from God, but still being able to converse with him: and yet, there is a difference between praying to God based on his covenant with you and praying to God and not having that testament.

When the student of the heavenly Father surveys the prayer life of humans in the Bible, he sees how each moment of prayer was encompassed by adventure in the religious realm.

In the scroll called Genesis, the first book of Holy Writ, there appears to be the first recorded example of prayer, but that prayer is the dream prayer of a Philistine, who took part in a prayer which was not normal for him, since he was used to praying to false gods - but that dream prayer is what led to Gentiles creating their own siddur (as opposed to the prayer book made popular by Abraham the Hebrew). The king’s prayer to the true God is followed by the conscious prayer of the first Hebrew man:


From there Abraham journeyed toward the territory of the Negeb and lived between Kadesh and Shur; and he sojourned in Gerar. And Abraham said of Sarah, his wife, “She is my sister.” And Abimelech, king of Gerar, sent and took Sarah. But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night and said to him, “Behold, you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is a man's wife.”

Now Abimelech had not approached her. So he said, “Lord, will you kill innocent people? Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and the innocence of my hands I have done this.”

Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know that you have done this in the integrity of your heart, and it was I who kept you from sinning against me. Therefore I did not let you touch her. Now then, return the man's wife, for he is a prophet, so that he will pray for you, and you shall live. But if you do not return her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.”

So Abimelech rose early in the morning and called all his servants and told them all these things. And the men were very much afraid. Then Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, “What have you done to us? And how have I sinned against you, that you have brought on me and my kingdom a great sin? You have done to me things that ought not to be done. What did you see, that you did this thing?”

Abraham said, “I did it because I thought, ‘There is no fear of God at all in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife.’ Besides, she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my father, though not the daughter of my mother, and she became my wife. And when God caused me to wander from my father's house, I said to her, ‘This is the kindness you must do me: at every place to which we come, say of me, He is my brother.’”

Then Abimelech took sheep and oxen, and male servants and female servants, and gave them to Abraham, and returned Sarah, his wife, to him. And Abimelech said, “Behold, my land is before you; dwell where it pleases you.”

To Sarah he said, “Behold, I have given your brother a thousand pieces of silver. It is a sign of your innocence in the eyes of all who are with you, and before everyone you are vindicated.”

Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech, and also healed his wife and female slaves so that they bore children. For the Lord had closed all the wombs of the house of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham's wife.



That taught Abraham the importance of teaching his children to pray. After Abraham fathered Isaac, we see this:


Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife. And Isaac prayed to the Lord for his wife, because she was barren. And the Lord granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. The children struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this happening to me?”

So she went to inquire of the Lord. And the Lord said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the older shall serve the younger.”

When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her womb. The first came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they called his name Esau. Afterward his brother came out with his hand holding Esau's heel, so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them.

When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents. Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob.
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JACOB BECAME ISRAEL when he struggled with a man who was apparently an angel; we as Christians must struggle in prayer.
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Moses
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In time, Jacob was named Israel, and that was the name which was given to the nation that developed from his loins. A descendant of that nation was Moses, but he grew up much differently than the rest of his fellow citizens in Israel’s camp. Moses grew up as a Hebrew in the Egyptian camp, but he did not forget his own native people, the Israelis, a people who would eventually be known as Jews. That love that Moses had for his native people caused him to commit murder, and so he fled Egypt and went far away. Then, after years had passed, God told Moses to return to Egypt to rescue Israel. Moses went into Egypt, and the Lord made sure to give Moses a helper named Aaron. After Moses had 3 confrontations with Egypt’s leader, Pharaoh (confrontations that were connected each time to a plague), God felt it was time to bring on a 4th confrontation. So this is what the Lord God said this to Moses:


Rise up early in the morning and present yourself to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the water, and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. Or else, if you will not let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on you and your servants and your people, and into your houses. And the houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they stand. But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where my people dwell, so that no swarms of flies shall be there, that you may know that I am the Lord in the midst of the earth. Thus I will put a division between my people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall happen.’”



And the Lord did so. There came great swarms of flies into the house of Pharaoh and into his servants' houses. Throughout all the land of Egypt the land was ruined by the swarms of flies. Then Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said, “Go, sacrifice to your God within the land.”

But Moses said, “It would not be right to do so, for the offerings we shall sacrifice to the Lord our God are an abomination to the Egyptians. If we sacrifice offerings abominable to the Egyptians before their eyes, will they not stone us? We must go on a three days' journey into the wilderness and sacrifice to the Lord our God as he tells us.”

So Pharaoh said, “I will let you go to sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilderness; only you must not go very far away. And don’t forget to plead for me.”

Then Moses said, “Behold, I am going out from you and I will plead with the Lord that the swarms of flies may depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people, tomorrow. Only let not Pharaoh cheat again by not letting the people go to sacrifice to the Lord.”

So Moses went out from Pharaoh and prayed to the Lord. And the Lord did as Moses asked, and removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people; not one remained. But Pharaoh hardened his heart this time also, and did not let the people go.

When the plagues which followed that one became too much for Pharaoh, Moses was finally able to leave Egypt with his precious cargo, which included a large following of humans who barely had a mustard seed of faith. On the days when Israel lacked faith, they were prone to complain. So the day came when the people complained in the hearing of the Lord about their misfortunes, and when the Lord heard it, his anger was kindled, and the fire of the Lord burned among them and consumed some outlying parts of the camp. Then the people cried out to Moses, and Moses prayed to the Lord, and the fire died down. So the name of that place was called Taberah, because the fire of the Lord burned among them.

When their travels took them to Mount Hor, and God had finished what needed to be done there, they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. And the people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless food.”

Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. And the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us.”

So Moses prayed for the people. And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.”

So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

Then there was the day when Israel almost lost their mind via sin. Moses reminded them of that day, since Israel was still scheduled to enter the land promised to them by God. This is what Moses said to the Lord’s people:


The Lord said to me, ‘I have seen these people, and behold, they are stubborn people. Let me alone, that I may destroy them and blot out their name from under heaven. And I will make of you a nation mightier and greater than they.’ So I turned and came down from the mountain, and the mountain was burning with fire. And the two tablets of the covenant were in my two hands. And I looked, and behold, you had sinned against the Lord your God. You had made yourselves a golden calf. You had turned aside quickly from the way that the Lord had commanded you. So I took hold of the two tablets and threw them out of my two hands and broke them before your eyes. Then I lay prostrate before the Lord as before, forty days and forty nights. I neither ate bread nor drank water, because of all the sin that you had committed, in doing what was evil in the sight of the Lord to provoke him to anger. For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure that the Lord bore against you, so that he was ready to destroy you. But the Lord listened to me that time also. And the Lord was so angry with Aaron that he was ready to destroy him. And I prayed for Aaron also at the same time. Then I took the sinful thing, the calf that you had made, and burned it with fire and crushed it, grinding it very small, until it was as fine as dust. And I threw the dust of it into the brook that ran down from the mountain. At Taberah also, and at Massah and at Kibroth-hattaavah you provoked the Lord to wrath. And when the Lord sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, ‘Go up and take possession of the land that I have given you,’ then you rebelled against the commandment of the Lord your God and did not believe him or obey his voice. You have been rebellious against the Lord from the day that I knew you. So I lay prostrate before the Lord for these forty days and forty nights, because the Lord had said he would destroy you. And I prayed to the Lord, ‘O Lord God, do not destroy your people and your heritage, whom you have redeemed through your greatness, whom you have brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand. Remember your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Do not regard the stubbornness of this people, or their wickedness or their sin, lest the inhabitants of that land from which you brought us say, “Because the Lord was not able to bring them into the land that he promised them, and because he hated them, he has brought them out to put them to death in the wilderness.” For they are your people and your heritage, whom you brought out by your great power and by your outstretched arm.’
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ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESS got bit physically by snakes when they disobeyed God; sometimes Christians get bit by snakes emotionally, and the prayer offered in faith will make the mentally ill servant of the Lord well.
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The time of the judges
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And during the years that God was bringing Israel through the wilderness, from Egypt to the land of Canaan, Moses had Joshua as his apprentice, because it was Joshua’s destiny to take over once Moses was ready to give up the ghost. A few decades had passed from the time that Joshua led Israel into the land of promise until the day of his death.

Then Israel went into the gloomiest period up to that point of her history: the shadowy period is known as the time of the judges, what you might call the Jewish Dark Ages. But during that time of inky spirituality, there were moments of light. One of those moments came when Samson was born. This is how his birth came about:  


There was a certain man of Zorah, of the tribe of the Danites, whose name was Manoah. And his wife was barren and had no children. And the angel of the Lord appeared to the woman and said to her, “Behold, you are barren and have not borne children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. Therefore be careful and drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. No razor shall come upon his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb, and he shall begin to save Israel from the hand of the Philistines.”

Then the woman came and told her husband, “A man of God came to me, and his appearance was like the appearance of the angel of God, very awesome. I did not ask him where he was from, and he did not tell me his name, but he said to me, ‘Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. So then drink no wine or strong drink, and eat nothing unclean, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his death.’”

Then Manoah prayed to the Lord and said, “O Lord, please let the man of God whom you sent come again to us and teach us what we are to do with the child who will be born.”

And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman as she sat in the field. But Manoah, her husband, was not with her. So the woman ran quickly and told her husband, “Behold, the man who came to me the other day has appeared to me.”

And Manoah arose and went after his wife and came to the man and said to him, “Are you the man who spoke to this woman?”

And he said, “I am.”

And Manoah said, “Now when your words come true, what is to be the child's manner of life, and what is his mission?”

And the angel of the Lord said to Manoah, “Of all that I said to the woman let her be careful. She may not eat
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