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Ali Noel Vyain


Knight of Wands

Alice spread the cards of the special deck on the shelf. She drew one and straightened up the deck. She looked at the Knight of Wands and blinked. She heard Madeline leading a client towards the tarot reading room. Alice left the room and walked up the stairs before anyone saw her.

She sat down at her desk and heard music coming from the greenhouse. She knew Eliot was working there. She found the corresponding cards from her two decks. She blinked. She opened her notebook and grabbed her pen. Soon she was jotting down notes on the card. It was the last knight card in the deck.

She wasn’t aware of the passage of time until she felt hungry. She blinked and set down her pen. She got up and went downstairs. She nearly bumped into Eliot in the kitchen.

He smiled at her. “Hungry? I know I am.”

They grabbed some leftovers and drinks and sat down at the table.

“Madeline contacted me. She’s running out of some items.”

Alice nodded. “Do we have any orders to fill for today?”

“No. The orders are stalled due to the holiday and the fair.”

“Oh, that helps out.”

He nodded. “We can get started on what we need to replace after we finish eating.”

“Of course.”

They finished soon afterwards. They rinsed their dishes and left them in the sink. They left the kitchen for the greenhouse. He pulled up on the big screen the requests from Madeline. Eliot and Alice got to work crafting whatever they needed to.

When they were done, Alice sighed.

Eliot looked at her. “What is it?”

“Oh, I’m just glad this is the last day of the fair. I don’t see how we can keep up with this demand. I’m not sure where we’re heading. We’re just going into the unknown.”

He nodded. “Yes, we are.” He loaded up a small wagon. “Let’s go.”

They left the greenhouse and walked to the fair.

He asked, “I suppose you’ll tell Madeline about the card of the day.”

She smiled. “Of course.”

They arrived at the booth and wasted no time adding the new items to the booth.

Madeline was greeting people. “Hi, Alice and Eliot.”

Both the young elves said in sync, “Hi, Madeline.”

The crowd disbursed enough that Madeline looked over what they had brought. “Wow, you two do work fast. We were nearly out of the most popular items.”

Alice said, “I see there are more asking for hypoallergenic items.”

Madeline nodded. “Yes, and sometimes customers refer right in front of the booth. Some people may come back later to get what you just crafted today.”

Alice smiled. “Would you like to know what the card of the day is?”

Madeline raised an eyebrow. “There’s a card of the day?”

Alice nodded. “It’s the Knight of Wands.”

Madeline said, “Oh, so what is the upright meaning?”

Eliot smiled and watched the crowd as he listened to Alice.

Alice answered, “The upright meaning is a journey into the unknown or an important message to be delivered. It can be a general change of location or running away or escaping a bad situation. It can be a mysterious character or even a lusty and free spirited person. It can also represent creativity.”

Madeline nodded. “What is the reversed meaning?”

Alice answered, “The reversed meaning is an unexpected and unwanted change. A fight, possibly with someone close and a dissolution or temporary interruption of a relationship.”

Madeline nodded. “Well, you can get another card tomorrow.”

Alice smiled. Eliot smiled and then they had more customers. The time went quickly for the three elves. Before they knew it, the sun was setting. The fair was over. People disbursed.

Madeline yawned. Alice and Eliot packed up the remaining items. Most everything had sold, so there wasn’t much to pack up. The younger elves were able to take the two small wagons with them. Madeline led the way home with the two younger elves walking slowly to not lose her in the dark.

It did make the walk go slower, but no one minded. They thought it would just be a little walk home and then Madeline could go to bed. Without any warning, Heath stepped in front of them and they stopped.

Madeline stared hard at him. Eliot and Alice frowned at Heath.

“Alice, don’t you think it’s time to end this and come with me? I know your mother is really worried about you and I am too.”

Alice narrowed her eyes at the werewolf. “Heath, get lost. You were already arrested for kidnapping me.”

Heath stepped closer to Alice. “No, you don’t understand. That was all a misunderstanding with the police. They had the wrong person.”

Alice raised an eyebrow. “Really? How many women do you stalk on a regular basis?”

Heath jumped back. His eyes darted between Alice, Eliot and Madeline. “You don’t understand. I love you, Alice. I care about what happens to you. I know we belong together. Please come with me now.” He held out his hand to her.

Alice stared at him and didn’t move. The police surrounded them silently and watched. No one moved for several moments.

Heath said, “Well, I guess you three aren’t going to change and insist I’m the crazy one. Well, you’re wrong. Alice and I do belong together and we will be together someday. Just wait. Alice, you know you still love me.” He pleaded with his eyes.

The police said, “Heath Collins, you’re under arrest for stalking Ms. Alice Flowers.”

Heath gasped and stared at the police surrounding him. They had handcuffed him.

The police continued, “You are also under arrest for escaping jail.” They took the werewolf away. The police addressed Madeline, Eliot, and Alice. “We’ll take him to a more secure location. This has got to stop. He does have a record and people have ended up dead because of his obsessions.”

Alice’s eyes widened. Eliot blinked. Madeline let out a sigh. The police turned and left. The three elves all looked at each other. They blinked.

Madeline sighed. “I hope they do keep that werewolf secured. I’m tired of his crap.” She resumed walking.

Alice and Eliot soon followed. It didn’t take long to reach the house. Madeline went through the front door and closed it behind her. She walked upstairs and into her room. She closed the door and went to bed. She fell asleep quickly.

Alice and Eliot went to the greenhouse to put things away. They checked their supplies. Then they worked on their stock to ensure they would have what they needed on hand in case clients stopped by during the day tomorrow. They didn’t worry about the time. They focused on their crafting.

They finished and discovered they were both very hungry. They left the greenhouse and went into the kitchen. They found some leftovers and some drinks. They sat down at the table and ate in silence.

Both were deep in thought and had no idea of what time it was. Madeline came downstairs to get something to eat. She sat down with them. She looked at her roommates.

Madeline wondered what they were thinking. “You two look like you’ve had a long day.”

Both Eliot and Alice nodded.

Madeline raised an eyebrow. “So, that fair was a bit much for all of us.”

Eliot said, “Well, perhaps it was. We just finished crafting our stock in case we get any clients tomorrow wanting what we have to offer.”

Alice said, “Yeah, it’s been a long day, but it’s over now. Or at least for the work part.”

Madeline nodded. “I am impressed at how much you both did these past two days. I suppose there will be more tomorrow.”

Eliot said, “I think Alice got it right when she said we’re heading into the unknown. We are with these orders we craft everyday. I’m happy people are happy with what we make. I just hope it doesn’t become too much work for us.”

Madeline smiled. “If it does, you may have to look into hiring people. Believe me, that is a hard task to do. You never know for sure what you will get. It does work out though at times. It certainly did with you two.”

Alice and Eliot smiled.

Madeline continued, “I’m sure the two of you will figure it out. I know that much at this point. With the crafting, you have run into the unknown. I don’t know where it will lead to either. I just hope you two will learn whatever it is you need to. I’ll let you two go. It’s not my path to go with you on this adventure.”

Madeline stood up and left the kitchen. She went back to her room to get ready for bed. Alice and Eliot finished eating and cleared the dishes from the table. They washed the dishes. When they were done, they checked the time.

Alice said, “Wow, it’s late.”

Eliot said, “Yeah, why are we still up?”

They looked at each other and embraced. Neither wanted to let go for several moments. Then they left for their respective rooms.
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