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The Poodle is quite possibly one of God’s finest creations. Most Poodles are extremely intelligent, good-natured, sophisticated, fun-loving, beautiful, adaptable to a variety of lifestyles and activities, sensitive, highly trainable and, of course, have the most incredible coat found on any canine breed. The Poodle comes in three sizes—small, medium, and large—and is suitable for any lifestyle. As one Poodle enthusiast says, “Ranging from three to ninety pounds, Poodles are a terrific package of brains, beauty, brawn, and bang for your buck! What more could you want in a canine companion? Nothing! The Poodle is the best of the best of the best.” This is probably why you’re a Poodle owner or are thinking of acquiring a Poodle—and why you’re reading this book.

You probably need no convincing of the Poodle’s merits, but need more information about living with and caring for this splendid breed that can do almost anything—earn obedience titles, compete in field and agility trials, pull a sled or cart, prance in the breed ring, play with kids, or participate in flyball competition. There’s little the Poodle cannot do if he is given proper instruction and encouragement. That’s why the Poodle is so popular, and has been for many, many years. The breed has, in fact, ranked in the top five of American Kennel Club (AKC) registrations for two decades.

Not only is the Poodle popular in the United States, but the breed has enjoyed worldwide appreciation for centuries. According to the AKC’s Complete Dog Book, few breeds have ever been regarded in such high favor in so many different countries as has the Poodle, and few purebreds can claim so many references in art and literature through the ages.

What It Means to Have a Poodle
in Your Life

When writer John Steinbeck traveled across the United States in a pickup camper, he was accompanied by Charley, a fun-loving Standard Poodle. Steinbeck later wrote of his travels, and his thoughts about the nation, in Travels with Charley. The book expresses Steinbeck’s fondness for the big Poodle and shows the unique relationship between Charley and Steinbeck. When you become a Poodle owner, you may not become famous like Charley and Steinbeck, but you will have the opportunity to enjoy a similar friendship as the one they shared.

Poodles cannot speak words—though it seems like they should—but their actions tell you they are loyal and devoted companions, anxious to please. Poodles are also sensitive. Should you feel ill, you can depend on your curly-coated companion staying by your side. Your Poodle is a playful friend, sure to give you a tickle or a belly laugh. She’s a smart companion, too, able and willing to learn anything you can teach her. A Poodle in your life means having the best companion you’ve ever had!

Dog Ownership:
The Many Sacrifices, the Many Joys

You’ll pay a price for your friendship with a Poodle—not entirely in dollars (though money is essential to caring for your dog). Owning a Poodle means changes, adjustments, additions, and subtractions to your lifestyle. You may be required to make some sacrifices. What changes might you expect? If you normally sleep until 11 A.M., your sleepy mornings may be over. Your Poodle will expect you to rise early to feed and walk her. Regular grooming is a must, and you’ll have to fit it into your busy schedule. You’ll also need to make time for training. In case of emergency, you will need to drop everything and rush your Poodle to the animal hospital. You can’t just take off on a Caribbean vacation without booking dog-friendly accommodations either at home or abroad. If you have small kids, you must constantly supervise dog-child interactions for the safety of both parties. Then, of course, there’s the mundane (and sometimes smelly) tasks of kennel cleanup, yard cleanup, and bed washing. Get the picture? Owning a Poodle will impact your life! Are you prepared to accept that reality?

How Much Thought
Have You Given to Owning a Poodle?

Perhaps you haven’t given dog ownership that much thought. Lack of forethought is the most common reason so many owners relinquish their companion animals to shelters. People imagine that owning that cute pup will be nothing but fun, and that’s the extent of their thinking. They buy the little bundle of fur, take her home and expect to live together happily ever after. After all, how much work can an adorable puppy be? A lot! Just keeping up with a Poodle’s grooming regimen can be overwhelming. Then, of course, you’ll encounter all those normal, but annoying puppy behaviors—chewing, barking, stealing—that you must tolerate until they are trained away.
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Owners who do not carefully consider the costs of dog ownership often end up dumping the dog at a shelter. They have little emotional investment so throwing it away means nothing.

Carefully think through the costs of owning a dog before you acquire one by answering these questions:


	[image: ] Why do you want a dog? Is it an impulse decision because you saw a cute pup or adult dog? Are you lonely and in need of a companion? What is your true motivation for owning a dog?


	[image: ] Why do you want a Poodle? Does your neighbor have a Poodle or do you like the breed? Did you see one you admire on TV or in a magazine ad?


	[image: ] What do you really know about the breed? Did you read a book or magazine article about Poodles that sparked your interest? Have you talked with a Poodle owner or breeder? Does what you think you know match true descriptions of the breed?


	[image: ] Can you afford a pet? Can your budget handle the cost of supplies, food, medical care, grooming costs, and so on?
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Carefully consider these questions before you acquire your Poodle. It’s only fair. Why bring home a dog when you’re ill-prepared to take care of her and may decide not to keep her? That is what will happen if you don’t plan ahead.

We’re Here to Help

The Poodle is a wonderful breed of dog, and deserves the best of care from you. That’s why we’ve published Your Poodle’s Life—so you can fully prepare and enjoy your Poodle, whatever his or her size, whether you buy a ten-week-old pup from a breeder or adopt a three-year-old adult from a rescue organization. We want you to be fully aware of who your Poodle is, how you can be the best owner possible, and what fun, joy, and rewards await you.

For an in-depth look at what a Poodle is, from the breed’s personality to her exercise requirements, and for information on acquiring one, see Chapter 1. Getting your home ready for a Poodle puppy or adult dog is covered in Chapter 2. The basics of good nutrition, or what to feed your Poodle and when, is covered in Chapter 3. Every Poodle needs medical care, including routine exams and vaccinations. See Chapter 4 for general medical information and Chapter 5 for the Poodle’s unique health concerns. Basic training and lifetime schooling for Poodles is covered in Chapter 6. Grooming, a must for Poodles, is covered in Chapter 7; and activities and family life are the topics of Chapter 8. Chapter 9 looks at what you can expect as your Poodle ages and discusses the difficult decision of euthanasia. Appendix A provides a listing of resources, breed clubs, purebred registries, activity clubs, trainers, associations, publications, and books that will be helpful to you. Finally, Appendix B offers information about the official breed standard for the Poodle and is a must-read for anyone who appreciates the Poodle’s beauty.

After finishing this book, you will undoubtedly understand why the Poodle is one of God’s finest creations. Enjoy!
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So, You Want
a Poodle


In This Chapter
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	[image: ] Where to Find the Perfect Poodle for You






There’s no denying the impact a Poodle makes when he enters a room, strolls through a park, or passes by in a convertible, especially if he is freshly groomed. This breed is a showstopper. You can’t help but stop, look, admire, and smile.

No wonder you’re set on having a Poodle of your very own. But first, you owe it to this best of breeds, and yourself, to take time to understand the Poodle better. Do you know what makes a Poodle a Poodle? What does your Poodle need to be a happy camper? What should you never, never do to a Poodle? And where can you find a fabulous Poodle of your very own?

What Makes a Poodle Special?

You know the Poodle is a unique breed. But how did it come to be? As the story goes, wolf ancestors to the domestic breeds of dog we know today made contact with humans about 10,000 years ago. No one knows exactly how these wolf-dogs became domesticated, but it’s likely that our human ancestors saw potential hunting partners, protectors, and companions in the wild canines that roamed around their campfires. Eventually they sought to capture and raise the puppies in captivity. From there the relationship between people and dogs began. In time, these wolf-dogs became domesticated, socialized, and were bred to fulfill specific functions, including guarding, herding, hunting, and toting. Of course, this didn’t happen overnight but over thousands of years.

A Bit of History

From whence does the popular, intelligent, and gorgeous Poodle breed come? Though the Poodle’s history is far-reaching, it’s uncertain. Some breed historians believe today’s Poodle is descended from a water retriever in Germany known as the pudel or canis familiaris aquatius. The English word poodle most likely derived from the German pudel or pudelin, which means to splash in the water. You’ve probably heard the term, “French Poodle.” That moniker is derived from the Poodle’s great popularity in France. Known in France as the Caniche, a name derived from the phrase, chien canard or duck dog, the Poodle gained national recognition as a hunting dog and later, a circus dog. A troupe of Poodles from France is said to have performed in London for King George III. The dogs jumped through hoops, skipped rope, tumbled, and pushed a wheelbarrow.

[image: ]

In sixteenth-century Europe, a dog known as the Rough-Haired Water Dog of England was popular with hunters because of its strength, water-resistant coat, and ability to swim. Some historians theorize that the modern Poodle is a direct descendent of the Water Dog of England. Another breed similar to the Poodle, the Irish Water Spaniel, is believed to be from similar lineage. The Standard Poodle is believed to be the oldest of the three varieties—Toy, Miniature, and Standard—and initially the most popular. As knowledge and interest in the breed grew, so did the number of Toys and Miniatures.


Some breed historians believe today’s Poodle is descended from a water retriever in Germany.



While it’s difficult to map out a precise history of the breed, we do know that the Poodle’s ancestors were hardworking water dogs, retrieving and accompanying their hunter-masters in the field, and were very good at what they did. Unfortunately, the Poodle’s ability and heritage as a capable working dog isn’t well known to the public. Many people today know the breed only as a companion.

Throughout the years, the Poodle has developed a reputation for its distinct coat and hairstyles. Early dogs had heavy, water-repellent coats that helped keep them warm while dashing in and out of water. But those dense coats proved impractical for working dogs going in and out of water all day. Once the thick coat was wet, it was difficult for the dog to move about. Hunters began trimming the dogs’ coats short on the hindquarters, leaving it long on the chest and joints for warmth. The long hair on top of the head was also tied back with a brightly colored ribbon. This kept the hair out of the eyes and made the working dog more visible to the hunter.

Eventually, practicality turned into fashion. Utility cuts for the working Poodle developed into the ornamental styles we know today. Not surprisingly, the French took styling the Poodle’s coat to extremes with poms, puffs, and fluffs. The Poodle-grooming business took off in nineteenth-century France, with Poodle barbers creating trims and clips on dogs that belonged to stylish Parisians.


Not surprisingly, the French took styling the Poodle’s coat to extremes with poms, puffs, and fluffs.



Also popular at that time was the corded Poodle (a modern term might be dreadlocks!). A corded coat is one that naturally rolls and twists into long ringlets; it isn’t brushed. Each ringlet is left to grow until it reaches the ground. The cords were treated with oil, paraffin, and petroleum jelly to keep them in shape. Corded Poodles fell out of favor before World War I. However, it is an acceptable style to the American Kennel Club (AKC), and there is a hint of renewed interest in the corded-coat style.

Breed Standard

Describing the Poodle as an individual breed is best articulated by what’s called a “breed standard.” This specific standard is compared with what genetics determine—a dog’s physical characteristics, such as height, weight, body type, color, or coat. Breed standards also spell out the breed’s desired temperament, personality, and faults. Breed standards assigned by a kennel or dog club may vary slightly from nation to nation, and can change over time.


What’s the American Kennel Club?

Founded in 1884, the American Kennel Club (AKC) is a non-profit organization dedicated to the protection and advancement of purebred dogs. Composed of over 500 dog clubs from across the nation, the AKC’s objectives include maintaining a registry of purebred dogs, promoting responsible dog ownership, and sponsoring events, such as breed shows and field trials, that promote interest in and appreciation of the purebred dog.

To be eligible for AKC registration, a puppy must be the offspring of individually registered AKC parents, and the breeder must obtain the proper paperwork before the puppy’s sale. Once registered, a dog is eligible to compete in AKC-sanctioned events and, if bred with another AKC-registered dog, to have his/her offspring registered.

The AKC approves an official breed standard for each of the 147 breeds currently eligible for registration. The standard is written and maintained by each individual breed club. An attempt to describe the “perfect” dog of each breed, the breed standard is the model responsible breeders use in their efforts to produce better dogs. Judges of AKC-sponsored events and competitions use the breed standards as the basis of their evaluations.

Because of the AKC’s emphasis on excellence and high standards, it is a common misconception that “AKC registered” or “AKC registrable” is synonymous with quality. While a registration certificate identifies a dog and its progenitors as purebreds, it does not necessarily guarantee the health or quality of a dog. Some breeders breed for show quality, but others breed for profit, with little concern for breed standards. Thus, a potential buyer should not view AKC registration as an indication of a dog’s quality.

 



In a nutshell, the breed standard paints a picture of what the ideal Poodle should look like and how it should act, making it distinct and special from other breeds. Only those dogs that most closely meet the standard (just as nobody’s perfect, no dog is either!) receive championship status or are elected to be bred, at least in theory. The first American Kennel Club official standard for the Poodle was approved in 1901. It has seen many revisions over the years, with the current standard approved in 1990.

The very first AKC breed standard for the Poodle was similar to the standard for The Kennel Club (English), which was written in 1886. Three distinct varieties of the Poodle—Toy, Miniature, and Standard—existed then, but they were distinguished by weight rather than height as they are now. The following description summarizes the current breed standard, as set by the Poodle Club of America in 1990.

General Appearance

The Poodle is intelligent and elegant in appearance. Known for his alert expression, the Poodle is well proportioned and moves gracefully. The Poodle has what enthusiasts call “an air of distinction.” Its poise and dignity are unique to this majestic breed.

Size

There are three sizes or varieties of Poodles: Standard, Miniature, and Toy. They are all the same breed. Toy Poodles are 10 inches tall or less at the shoulder, Miniatures are 15 inches or less, and Standards are 15 inches or taller.
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These three are the only sizes recognized by the American Kennel Club, though prospective Poodle buyers may find “teacup” (very small Toys) or “royal” (very large Standards) Poodles as one of their choices. However, these are not AKC-accepted sizes.

Coat

No matter which size of Poodle you choose, the Poodle’s curly coat is her crowning glory. White, black, brown, cream, blue, gray, and apricot are the colors accepted by the AKC. A well-bred Poodle’s coat texture is one-of-a-kind: harsh, dense, and curly.

There are four AKC-accepted clips. Poodles under 12 months must be shown in a Puppy clip. Poodles 12 months or older in all regular classes must be shown in either the English Saddle or Continental clip. In the Stud Dog and Brood Bitch classes, and in a noncompetitive parade of champions, Poodles may wear the Sporting clip. Chapter 7 covers these in detail.

Personality

The Poodle’s other greatest asset is his personality. Poodles are highly intelligent, good-natured, sensitive, and adaptable. Poodles are people lovers, and aim to please, generally following through on any request their owner may ask. Poodles are suited to show careers, field work, therapy dog work, or life as a pleasing companion. Being the adaptable animals they are, Poodles can live happily in a city apartment or take to life on the farm.


Poodles are highly intelligent, good-natured, sensitive, and adaptable.



Mere Mortals

No Poodle is perfect, but what about Poodles who fail miserably to live up to the breed standard? Such dogs would not be good show or breeding candidates, but would be considered by breeders as “pet quality.” Such a Poodle is not to be bred or shown in conformation. Hardly a second-class citizen, though, a pet Poodle can make a fine companion for owners interested in owning and loving a wonderful pet.


The Poodle and Bad Press

If the Poodle is your breed of choice, be prepared for some flak. Surprisingly, some people can’t stand the breed, considering them good-for-nothing, spoiled, yappy, sissy dogs with big hair. According to these Poodle haters, anyone who has one is, well, of questionable character and competence.

Such negative perceptions of the Poodle aren’t new. But they might take some getting used to for you, as a new Poodle owner. After all, you’ve just acquired a fabulous companion and certainly won’t appreciate friends or family members snickering and joking about your Poodle, especially when you know how wrong they are about the breed.

Which begs this question: To what does the Poodle owe its negative, inaccurate stereotypes? One primary stumbling block is hair. Some people just can’t get past the unusual and sometimes outrageous hairstyles, especially on show Poodles. Consider Susan Sloane’s husband. Years ago, Sloane wanted a Poodle, while her husband was set on the Old English Sheepdog. “He was totally against me buying a Poodle,” she says. “Nevertheless, I saved my own money and purchased Liza. After two weeks, he was astonished at her intelligence and was more than coming around to a Poodle way of thinking. But then the next objection came up. He would not walk any dog in that ‘silly show cut.’ Eventually, though, he began to see the beauty of the show trim,” says Sloane. “He proudly strutted alongside Liza, bragging about his ‘daughter’ and was more than happy to explain to people why she was trimmed this way.”

Ignorance is another reason the Poodle is plagued with image problems. The public doesn’t really know and understand the breed. Poodle enthusiast Deb Johnson encountered this when chatting with a neighbor and co-worker. “I told her I was getting a Standard Poodle puppy,” says Johnson, “and asked if I could use her as a person to help socialize him. She said, ‘No offense, but I don’t like Poodles.’ I didn’t push the issue. When she saw him, though, she liked him right off the bat. She didn’t know Poodles came in a bigger size. She thought all Poodles were little dogs and she really just prefers bigger dogs.”

Men in particular seem to have an aversion to the breed. Claudette Vatore experienced this phenomenon firsthand. “I’m a first-time dog owner so I needed to decide on a breed,” she says. “High on my list were intelligence, liveliness, versatility, loyalty, bravery, and finally, a non-shedding coat. My search, surprisingly, ended with the Poodle. Here’s a breed that comes in three sizes and a rainbow of coat colors. Really, there’s a size and color of Poodle for every household in America! Nevertheless, my husband and sons did not want a Poodle. A silly, sissy, prissy dog—never!”

Vatore got her Poodle, a black Standard named Luc. Two years later, a black Standard named Kip joined the family. “It didn’t take long for the men in my life to realize what makes the Poodle popular: intelligence, athletic ability, bravery, loyalty, strength, companionship, energy, affection, and heart.”

The moral of the story? Don’t be put off by Poodle putdowns. Just remember that in spite of some bad press, the Poodle is a very popular companion dog for good reason!

 



Is a Poodle Right for You?

“The Poodle is loving, loyal, extremely intelligent, mischievous, playful and a great companion while also being quite protective,” says Poodle enthusiast Winona Schelat Kuhl, who lives with three Poodles: Puff, a Standard, and Frosty and Beau, who are both Miniatures.

Kuhl’s description of a Poodle personality—intelligent, loving, loyal, mischievous—is common among those who know Poodles. Additionally, Poodles have something you can’t quite put your finger on, something difficult to describe to those not familiar with the breed. It’s what the official breed standard articulates as “an air of distinction and dignity peculiar to himself.” No, the Poodle is not a snob. The breed is, however, sophisticated. “The correct Poodle temperament is outgoing but a bit haughty at times,” says Poodle enthusiast Caroline Hair, “trainable, but not fawning, dignified with a clownish streak.”

Though dignified, a well-bred Poodle is a “people” dog, thrilled to please her owner. She is docile, obedient, friendly, sensitive, steady, never shy or disagreeable. That’s not to say a Poodle isn’t a good watchdog. She can be protective and will bark at strangers in her home until taught or directed otherwise. On one occasion, Kuhl’s Standard Poodle, Puff, did more than that. Kuhl’s now-deceased husband was very ill at the time, but still living at home. Health-care workers—a visiting nurse, aides, physical therapist, and an oxygen-delivery person—were coming in and out of the house every day. “As each new person began duties in our home,” says Kuhl, “I introduced them to Puff individually and explained to her, ‘This is a friend who will be coming to help take care of Daddy.’ After that, they would just open the door without knocking and call out who they were so I wouldn’t have to go to admit them. Puff readily allowed this.


Though dignified, a well-bred Poodle is a “people” dog, thrilled to please her owner.



“However, one day after the nurse and aide left and the van had picked up Al to take him to dialysis, I saw the oxygen man backing up his truck. I hit the button to open the garage door and went about my chores. When I suddenly heard yelling, growling, and a ruckus, I ran to the door where I found Puff standing guard. As I took her by the collar and opened the door, the oxygen man said, ‘Your dog tried to bite me. My instructions say to just walk in.’”

But it was not the usual oxygen-delivery person. Puff did her job as watch-Poodle by keeping the “stranger” at bay. Kuhl introduced the new driver to Puff, and from that day on he was able to walk into the house without incident.

An outstanding trait of the Poodle personality is how smart, seemingly human-like, these dogs are. “Sometimes they are so clever, they almost can read your mind,” says Poodle owner Michelle Mace.

Lisa Haidle, owner of the first Toy Poodle to earn a Versatility In Poodles (VIP) certificate, agrees, but adds a warning: “Smart dogs can be difficult to live with. They learn things, good and bad, in one try, and they remember everything!”


Did You Know?

The United States and France have the highest rates of dog ownership in the world (for countries in which such statistics are available), with almost one dog for every three families. Germany and Switzerland have the lowest rates, with just one dog for every ten families.



Poodle enthusiast Irma Shanahan shares a story about a Miniature Poodle that typifies the intelligence and determination of the breed. “When we first brought Cassidy home at eight weeks,” says Shanahan, “we did not yet have a crate for her. So the first night we penned her in the sunroom of our one-story house and retreated to the bedrooms to sleep. Of course, we got very little sleep. She cried and carried on all night. The second night she started to cry and whine, but other noises were coming from the sunroom as well. Finally silence, followed by a loud bang.

“I sat up in bed and saw, silhouetted by a night light, this eight-week-old puppy trotting down the hall! She had pulled herself up into a wing chair, walked across a candlestick stand, then launched herself over the three-foot table we’d put across the doorway as a barrier. The bang was the table hitting the floor. Needless to say, from that point on she slept in our bedroom and still does.”


The flip side of the Poodle’s sophistication and intellect is his love for play, what many familiar with the breed describe as having a sense of humor or being a clown.



The flip side of the Poodle’s sophistication and intellect is his love for play, what many familiar with the breed describe as having a sense of humor or being a clown. Consider the story of Pogo, a Standard owned by Grace Blair, M.D., co-founder of Versatility In Poodles, a non-profit organization dedicated to improving the Poodle’s health. Dr. Blair routinely plays a hide-the-toys game with her Standard Poodles. She asks the dogs to sit, goes to the toy box, and pulls out a toy. Then she walks around the house pretending to hide the toy here or there, and eventually does hide it. Then she walks back to the dogs and says, “Okay, go find it,” and the dogs gallop off looking for the hidden toy. One day a few years ago, Pogo, a black Standard, decided he was in the mood for play.

Says Dr. Blair, “This shows you how they think, and how they can put two and two together and play jokes on you. I was showing my five dogs at a dog show match, two in obedience and three in conformation. I was by myself, it was a horribly hot day, and I felt like a one-armed paper hanger.

“At the end of the day, I put all the dogs back in the motor home, turned on the air-conditioner, opened the outside compartments, and put the key ring holding the engine and the outside compartment keys in the sink so I could just reach in and get the key rather than lose it on the lawn.

“Once I finally got everything hauled back from the show site and stored, I went into the motor home, ready to head home. All the dogs except Pogo were in their crates, but there was no key in my sink, and I had no other keys with me. This was Sunday evening and I was the last person at the fairgrounds; this was during the days before cell phones. I was horribly hot, totally exhausted, and had a two-hour drive ahead.

“So, I started looking for my keys—between the dog crates, between the cushions on the sofa, under the chairs. I looked every place I could possibly think of. Pogo was bouncing around with this sparkle in his eye while I was near the point of sitting down and crying. I said, ‘I can’t find my keys. Pogo, where did you put my keys?’”

“He looked at me and cocked his head like, ‘Well, you can’t find your toys? I always find mine!’ And he went bouncing back into the bedroom, put his head under my pillow, pulled out my keys, and brought them to me. He was playing the same hide-the-toys game I play with the dogs!”

Keeping one step ahead of the keen, witty, curious, and creative Poodle isn’t always easy as Mace, who owns a 15-month-old Standard Poodle, can attest. “It was a little past dinnertime,” she says, “and Jo-Jo had not yet been fed. Relying on her own skill and resolve, she decided to go hunting. There was a duck floating gently on the surface of the water, ducking and bobbing every so often, feigning ignorance of the presence of Jo-Jo watching ever so intently. The mighty brown hunter inched ever closer to the edge of the water, waiting for the right moment … closer … closer … kersplash!

[image: ]

“Jo-Jo grabbed the duck with strong white teeth and bit down hard, causing the duck to emit a high-pitched squeal. This excited Jo-Jo even more and she bit down again and again. All the commotion brought the three other Standard Poodles and one Toy Poodle in residence running to see what all the fuss was about. Fearing her prize might be stolen, Jo-Jo grabbed the duck and ran for the safety of her private den. With the frenzied pack in hot pursuit, the soaking-wet, suds-covered duck-stealer burst into my bedroom and made a beeline for my desk, where I sat catching up on e-mail in the ‘relative’ quiet of the evening.


The Poodle’s biddable nature is fairly consistent throughout the breed.



“Meanwhile, I heard my five-year-old daughter crying from the bathroom, ‘Mommeee! Jo-Jo got in the bathtub again.’”

The Poodle’s biddable nature is fairly consistent throughout the breed, though some dogs are less good-natured or more high-strung due to poor breeding, abuse or neglect, or lack of socialization and training. The personality of each individual Poodle, the likes and dislikes that distinguish him from others, varies. Some Poodles are active, some are more laid-back. “Over the 35 years we have had Miniature Poodles, their personalities have ranged from quiet, low-key Poodles to hyperactive balls of energy,” says Shanahan. The bottom line on the Poodle temperament? According to Poodle enthusiast and groomer Tracey Kaul, “The Poodle personality is generally loving, and is striving to please. They have wonderful temperaments, are usually good with just about anything, and are wonderful dogs to be around in general.”

Life Expectancy

The breed’s life expectancy is always too short, according to Poodle enthusiasts. But how long you can expect your Poodle to live depends on the variety. Standards live 10 to 14 years on average, and Miniatures or Toys average 12 years to late teens. Of course, life span varies, depending on genetic makeup, health care, nutrition, and maintaining proper weight.

Keys to Your Poodle’s Happiness

Do you know what it takes to make your Poodle a happy camper? You might be surprised. It’s you!

To be truly happy, Poodles need people. You could say that a Poodle’s primary “happiness requirement” is to be loved and wanted by a human. “They want nothing more than to please their owners and be with them as much as possible,” says Mace.

It’s quite simple. What’s best for a Poodle, what will make her heart sing, is a loving, attentive owner who can lavish her with attention and include her in daily activities.

Daily activities are a biggie for your Poodle. She wants to be with her owner constantly, so much that she will usually follow you around the house. “All of my Poodles,” says owner Belinda Hankins, “especially the Standards, follow every move I make in this house—from the living room to the kitchen, from kitchen to bedroom, from bedroom to bathroom, even in the middle of the night when everyone is comfortably sleeping. They even give me disgruntled looks and groans of disapproval that I’m ‘making’ them get up! I can’t tell you how many times I’ve groggily stepped out of the shower right into a tangled pile of Poodle flesh that’s huddled against the tub, nearly killing myself!”
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Snip-Snip, Clip-Clip

If you’re serious about acquiring a Poodle, then you must know regular grooming is a must to keep the coat in good condition. Poodles are high-maintenance dogs. Owners must be willing to pay $25 to $100 for grooming every four to eight weeks, or be handy enough to do the bathing, brushing, clipping, and trimming themselves. Otherwise, you are sure to have a matted, dirty, depressed Poodle on your hands.

“Poodles need grooming,” says Kaul. “Neglect in this area will surely make your Poodle very unhappy. If her coat is not taken care of and is allowed to get matted, the dog will reflect that she knows how she looks and feels.”

What About Lifestyle, Space, and Exercise?

What lifestyle is best for a Poodle? How much space and exercise is required for this breed? According to Poodle enthusiasts, the breed is extremely adaptable. Poodles can live happily in almost any circumstance, as long as they are living with a beloved owner. The environment is less important than the person. As long as the Poodle has you, she will adjust to your lifestyle.

“Poodles thrive in homes ranging from RVs to one-bedroom apartments to mansions,” says Linda Smith, owner of a black Standard named Rally. “The loved Poodle can thrive in a one-person family, a group home, or anything in-between.”

[image: ]

Kaul agrees: “Poodles adapt very easily to any lifestyle, whether it’s an apartment with daily walks or a ranch with 20 acres to play on. Poodles can be couch potatoes, content to watch TV with their masters, or they can race around a horse pasture chasing barn cats. It all depends on what a Poodle gets used to.”


What Will It Be—Puppy or Adult?

Do you want a puppy Poodle or an adult Poodle? They’re all so cute! But depending on your lifestyle, one might be a better choice than the other.

Let’s face it. Pups are adorable, especially Poodle pups. Have you ever seen such a face? But the flip side of the cuteness factor is puppies are a lot of work. It takes time to teach a puppy the ropes—housetraining, manners, socializing. If you’re home a lot—maybe you work from a home office or you’re a stay-at-home parent—a puppy could be a good bet. Of course, you also have to be willing to put in time, and not just a few weeks. We’re talking years. Poodles are extremely intelligent, but certainly need to be trained.

Why not consider adopting an older Poodle? There are plenty of rescue organizations who can place a wonderful Poodle in your home. With an older, adult dog, you’re past housetraining, crying, jumping (maybe), and chewing.

Don’t rule out a puppy or an adult dog. Figure out which might best suit your lifestyle. Then decide.

 



What about the size differences? Space requirements do vary somewhat among the Toy, Miniature, and Standard sizes. Although Toys and Minis obviously need less space and exercise than Standards, Poodle enthusiasts say that Standards can get by with less exercise than other breeds of similar size. Of course, all Poodles will be healthier and happier with plenty of exercise.

“Standards, originally bred as a hunting dog, are fairly active and love a good romp in open spaces; yet they are equally happy in an urban setting as long as they receive proper daily exercise,” says Mace. “Toys and Minis are equally at home in rural or urban settings, with daily walks adequate for their size and activity levels. Poodles are a wonderfully versatile and adaptable breed, with a size to suit every lifestyle. As long as you give your Poodle enough love, training, and exercise, your dog will adapt to most any lifestyle you can provide.”

However, space is less important than is getting a moderate amount of daily exercise. “The advantage of the breed’s three different sizes gives everyone, from apartment dwellers to country homeowners, a chance to have all the qualities a Poodle offers in a size that fits their surroundings,” says Shanahan. “I know of many Standards living in homes smaller than the one our three Minis dominate, who are just as happy and healthy. This is more a result of the ‘people interaction factor’ than of the size of the dog or the space it occupies,” says Shanahan.

Don’t Forget Basic Training

A Poodle’s keen wit makes it a good student. But like all bright students, if not taught to direct her energies in a positive fashion, she will direct them elsewhere, usually into something mischievous. “Just as you train children the lines of acceptable behavior, you must also train a Poodle or any other breed,” says Kuhl. “The difference is the Poodle learns readily. Left to their own devices, I imagine they would be holy terrors, just like any other spoiled brat you might encounter, human or otherwise.”

At the very least, a Poodle should know the five basic obedience commands: heel, sit, down, stay, and come. A Poodle that obeys these commands is a trustworthy, livable, happy companion—and will probably stay out of trouble! Additionally, advanced and ongoing training is a good idea, too, because it gives this bright dog challenges to keep it busy mentally and physically. “Because they are so smart, Poodles do well in obedience class,” says Smith. “All dogs should complete puppy obedience and basic obedience. This helps a Poodle know the rules and deepens the bond between Poodle and owner. Children should take turns training the dog, too. Poodles love their children so much that they and their children benefit from learning what to expect from each other and how to have fun.” See Chapter 6 for an in-depth look at training your Poodle.
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Surefire Ways
to Make Your Poodle Miserable

Here are a few surefire ways to make a Poodle miserable, offered not to encourage, but to discourage such treatment.

Solitary Confinement If you really want to make a Poodle miserable, isolate it from daily human contact. As you just learned, the Poodle’s primary “happiness requirement” is to be loved and wanted by a human. “As for happiness and misery,” says Irma Shanahan, “they are different sides of the same coin. I tell people who ask about getting a Poodle that they better be prepared to pay quality attention to their dog in some form or another.”


Did You Know?

The Saluki, a hunting dog raised by ancient Egyptians, is the oldest known breed.



A Poodle separated from his owner is a sad Poodle indeed. “When I leave my Poodle for long periods of time, he is anxious at first,” says Poodle enthusiast Tracy Raby, “then he suffers through a bout of depression.” Even minor separations, such as putting your Poodle in the bedroom for the evening while you’re hosting a dinner party, is downright upsetting. Your Poodle will want and need to be part of the event—and is usually the life of the party!

Bad Hair Day Never let your Poodle’s coat go to the dogs. If you do, your Poodle is sure to be depressed, even physically uncomfortable. Regular grooming is essential!

Harsh Words The highly intelligent Poodle is very sensitive and willing to please. Kind words and a soft voice work best with this breed. Harsh or tough corrections are not necessary—and not recommended. “Poodles are easily corrected when training,” says Kaul, “and usually don’t need harsh correction, which will make them unhappy. My Poodles shake if I raise my voice at them.”

School’s Out You have just read about the benefits of training your Poodle. But do you realize how miserable a Poodle is if you don’t train her? Socialize, train, and keep your Poodle busy with fun activities. No matter how wondrous the breed, all dogs need proper socialization and training. If you neglect this, you are sure to have a Poodle you can’t live with.

Where to Find the Perfect Poodle for You

“The perfect Poodle is the one that you love,” says Mace. “Whether your Poodle comes from champion bloodlines or the local shelter, when dog and owner love each other, it is a perfect match.”

[image: ]

But how do you find that perfect Poodle for you and your family? It mostly depends on what you intend to do with a Poodle. For example, if you’re planning to enter the breed show ring, contact a reputable, experienced Poodle breeder. Finding the “right” Poodle is not difficult if you have good information. Read the following carefully and you’re on your way toward finding a match made in Poodle heaven!


What to Ask a Breeder


	[image: ] What are common health problems found in Poodles?


	[image: ] Are your dogs routinely screened for heritable diseases?


	[image: ] What health certifications can you show me for parents and grandparents?


	[image: ] What are the most positive and negative characteristics of the breed?


	[image: ] What kind of temperament should I expect from a Poodle?


	[image: ] How long have you been breeding dogs?


	[image: ] Can you name five other breeders in this breed you’d recommend?


	[image: ] What do you expect of potential puppy owners?


	[image: ] What type of guarantee do you provide?


	[image: ] Will you take back this puppy at any age, for any reason?


	[image: ] Do you require limited registration and/or spay/neuter contracts on pet-quality puppies?






Reputable Breeder

The Poodle lover’s number one source for locating the pup of his or her dreams is a reputable breeder—one who knows, understands, and loves the breed. This person breeds with a specific purpose and plan—to improve the line, eliminate a fault, create a champion—not just to produce more pups.

Any breeder can claim to be reputable, but his or her actions are positive proof. For example, reputable breeders are very particular to whom they sell pups. Not just anyone who wants a puppy will get one. If you’re dealing with a reputable breeder, chances are you’ll have to pass her inspection before you take a pup home. Expect to be grilled!

You’ll also know that a breeder has integrity if she requires that “pet-quality” animals (dogs who don’t meet show standards but make perfectly wonderful pets) be spayed or neutered, and requires a contract. Contracts vary from breeder to breeder, but usually spell out the rights of seller and buyer, health information, altering, and buy-back/return policy. Another good sign of a reputable breeder is that she shows genuine love for and knowledge about the breed, and is actively involved in the breed fancy—clubs, competitions, or rescue groups. Additionally, you will find the kennel or home environment sparkling clean and well maintained.


Like animal shelters and humane societies, rescue groups are nonprofit agencies, dependent upon donations to care for animals.



A reputable Poodle breeder is willing to answer questions, even about the breed’s genetic faults. She is willing to provide names of others who have purchased

Poodle Rescue Groups



Animal Shelters
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Pet Stores











Giveaways



Internet


Puppy or Adult? Male or Female?
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Pick of the Litter





	

	

	




Puppy Tests



	

	

	

	

	




The Healthy Poodle



	

	

	

	

	

	




After All This, What If?
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