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Spiritual struggles over the ages   
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WRITTEN IN THESE PAGES is not doctrine or dogma. It is neither intended as an in-depth history nor a philosophical lesson, although a more comprehensive study in these fields would lead to a deeper understanding of the winds of change across eras.

This is but a burning cry within my spirit for the true Bride to awaken from her slumber, to reflect on times gone past, to consider her foundations and to take note of where the roots are buried of our apostate teachings, rituals and customs. This is a search for God’s truth, so that this truth may set the true sons and daughters of Jesus free to be warriors and servants unto this broken world. We must worship in Spirit and truth, yet if we don’t know the truth, then we can't be united as a Bride.  

These pages rather reveal the spiritual struggles over history, attempting to show how a multitude of dark spiritual doors are still open in the spiritual realm, forced ajar by a myriad and continuous key events during history in countries through the work of key dark principalities. 

These struggles have attempted to push mankind further away from God by denying His existence. 

These pages serve as a tool to guide the saints in formulating a strategy, specifically one of prayer and one of living in the ‘right’ spirit. Strategy implies simply a call to a sense of action, therefore one of warfare. 

We need to wake up for today's new brand of Christianity preaches and teaches a different gospel and is targeting thousands of the younger generation with a so-called hip, cool, experiential spirituality, much of which is embracing a form of mysticism and ecumenical philosophy of uniting people from all faiths to work together and bring about a new world of peace and harmony. 

This notion dovetails with the heart of New Age thinking and the utopian ideals of many world religions who all await their religious leaders and dreams of world domination. This man-made utopia however is setting the stage for the rise of the Antichrist and his kingdom.

The world has seen the rise of the cult of the celebrity, where people have become the new gods, and they have become the standard of right and wrong. Such a cult has seeped into the Church, with spiritual leaders acting more like celebrities than servants of the Living God. 

The dangerous result of this new spirituality in the church is bringing about the rise of today's "Christianized" occultism. It's stretching its tentacles around the souls of unsuspecting youth, setting them up for the lie that subjective emotions of "power" and "experience" are "feelings" to be held higher than an objective walk in the Christian faith, based on Truth found in the pure word of God. The Holy Bible is presented as unattainable truth: "stuffy", "dry" and "churchy". 

We live in a dangerous time where the Church is flirting with fantasy instead of God’s reality, with magic instead of the power of the Holy Spirit, and with imagination instead of God’s Truth. The Church today has become a dangerous melting pot of worldly philosophies, self-desires, business ideologies and even paganism.

The Bible warns of great heresy and apostasy in the church of the last days. It foretells false teachers, prophets, doctrines of lying spirits and their signs and wonders. For 2000 years, since the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the Bible has been attacked. Alongside the Apostolic Church, based on the teachings of Jesus Christ and his apostles, counterfeit Christian heretics, apostate denominations and false movements have proliferated. 

We need to take note and learn what Scripture teaches about the times we live in and how Christians are being seduced away from Biblical truth, and the methods used by the New Spirituality to usher in the counterfeit Kingdom of God on earth. 

Jesus said, "My Kingdom is not of this world" (John. 18:36) and "Narrow is the Way which leadeth unto life and few there be that find it" (Matthew 7:14).

We hardly find the uncompromising and unadulterated truth of God in the Churches anymore. Churches today have embraced the past with all its erroneous traditions while embracing the changing world, and so have compromised, and prostituted itself all for self-gain and benefit.

1 Timothy 4: 1 The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons. 2 Such teachings come through hypocritical liars, whose consciences have been seared as with a hot iron. 3 They forbid people to marry and order them to abstain from certain foods, which God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and who know the truth. 4 For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thanksgiving, 5 because it is consecrated by the word of God and prayer. 6 If you point these things out to the brothers and sisters, you will be a good minister of Christ Jesus, nourished on the truths of the faith and of the good teaching that you have followed. 7 Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales; rather, train yourself to be godly. 8 For physical training is of some value, but godliness has value for all things, holding promise for both the present life and the life to come. 9 This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance. 10 That is why we labor and strive, because we have put our hope in the living God, who is the Savior of all people, and especially of those who believe.

2 Timothy 4: 3 For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry.

There is a strategy followed by God and by the devil. The Lord seeks to give us life and life in abundance, while the devil’s strategy is to kill God in the minds of man or at least the thought that God is the guardian of all truth and morality. Satan plays out his devious game by pretending that he himself no longer exists.

The devil has withdrawn into the shadows, playing his sick games like a puppet master. For Satan to introduce a false reality that a metaphysical or supernatural God no longer exists, he has to become a non-reality in the minds of man. 

For as long as the devil can introduce a concept of non-reality of the supernatural world, thus introducing a divine being that is only the product of man or even more pertinent of the philosophers, then man will systematically begin to challenge codes of morality and of right and wrong as introduced by the Scriptures and by men of faith. 

And so begins the devil’s subtle ploy to lead mankind away from the supernatural or the metaphysical into a false reality where morality flows from within man and is birthed by man’s consciousness. And this is a dangerous reality, for such an outflow and determination of morals and ethics will then ultimately be dependent on external situations, conditions and factors.

Indeed, how has Satan not succeeded in introducing false realities by himself withdrawing, despite his work being so evident? He has heightened the intellect and emotional approach to raising doubt and concern over the metaphysical or the supernatural, and through the greater awareness regarding reason and rationalism, a supernatural GOD has been subsequently pushed deeper into the shadows. 

This serpent is devious, sly and cunning. He has been consuming the world since the days of Adam and Eve. He has been suffocating the world, cutting off the spiritual oxygen of heaven, all the while we have allowed it for we have entered into his jaws as a stubborn and rebellious people. 

The onslaught of Satan to bring an end to God in the minds of man, or to bring an end to God’s influence, is clearly seen in the following written work of the ‘Madman’ by the philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche: “God is dead. God remains dead. And we have killed him. How shall we comfort ourselves, the murderers of all murderers? What was holiest and mightiest of all that the world has yet owned has bled to death under our knives: who will wipe this blood off us? What water is there for us to clean ourselves? What festivals of atonement, what sacred games shall we have to invent? Is not the greatness of this deed too great for us? Must we ourselves not become god’s simply to appear worthy of it?” 

Nietzsche and the ‘Death of God’ have sparked countless analytical arguments to determine what Nietzsche had made by this statement. There is an agreement among some that Nietzsche’s statement should be taken from the viewpoint of the ontotheological thesis, with ontology being the philosophical study of the nature of being, existence or reality as such, as well as the basic categories of being and their relations. 

Philosopher Martin Heidegger argued according to this thesis that Nietzsche is announcing the end of the supersensory world, of which GOD is supposed to be its most real entity. Thus ‘God is dead’ is for Heidegger “the most concise and consequential summary of the meaninglessness of previous Western metaphysics”. The death of GOD thus occurred when humans thought of God primarily as Being, as “the highest value,” which Heidegger says ends up de-valuing God by submitting him to our philosophies and in Nietzsche’s case, we put Him under the will to power. 

In ontotheology, the God of the philosophers thus enters the picture on our terms; in biblical theology, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob forces us to address God on His terms. In the former, we reduce God and worship an image of our own making. This image, in Nietzsche’s day, was an explicitly moralistic God begotten of philosopher Immanuel Kant. 

For René Descartes, for example, God is the guarantor of our clear and distinct ideas. When we get to Kant, God is now only a regulative ideal needed for morality. It is this particular conception of God that Nietzsche most has in mind. 

Since “Kant thought that the existence of God was a necessary practical postulate for the possibility of moral action, even if theoretical proof of God’s existence is impossible,” Kant thus in essence killed off God.

The implications for morality are what Nietzsche is most concerned about. Left without even Kant’s regulative ideal, all morality becomes unhinged and requires the “revaluation of all values”. Nietzsche’s uncompromising insistence that, if God is dead, morality is dead as well. 

It is crucial to note, of course, that this death of God is done by the thinkers and the seekers of God. Under this metaphysical account of the story of the Madman, the central figure is accusing the people of not taking seriously what happens when you philosophise GOD away. Heidegger clearly explicates what happens: “If God as the supersensory ground and goal of all reality is dead, if the supersensory world of the Ideas has suffered the loss of its obligatory and above all its vitalizing and upbuilding power, then nothing more remains to which man can cling and by which he can orient himself”.

Therefore, the best interpretation of Nietzsche’s “death of God” proclamation is that of the death of the metaphysical God. The end of a metaphysical God, or at least a God, who is seen as only a regulative ideal needed for morality, is exactly the kind of strategy employed by Satan. And so through debates, philosophical approaches and rhetoric, Satan has attempted to devalue the existence of God or even the need for God or even the validity of the need for a God in society. 

The truth remains despite such onslaughts: God is real, God is alive, and He will always be real and live! 
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God is not dead
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YES, GOD IS NOT DEAD. It is astonishing how, over the last 2000 years or so, the truth of God has been under incredible attack. Or let us phrase that more correctly, God Himself has been under attack.

As mentioned, "God is dead" remains one of the most famous quotes from the German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche. At the time, he was referring to how the Enlightenment had contributed to the erosion of religious beliefs, which had long served as a foundational belief system for much of the world. However, we view the meaning of this phrase, the reality is that for a long time, philosophers, academics, scholars, and scientists have been on a war path to prove that God does not exist and that the Christian belief is merely tales of superstition and fables which belong in medieval times.

In the debate over whether God exists, we have theists (a person who believes in the existence of a god), on the one side, atheists (those who do not believe), on the other, and, in the middle, science. Atheists claim there is scientific proof that God is not real. Theists, on the other hand, insist that science has been unable to prove that God does not exist. 

It remains of great concern how the world keeps pushing this agenda to disprove God. Those who believe this ‘truth’, will find there is no more moral code to live by. After all, if God does not exist, there is then no more morality, or in other words, good and evil. This results in a state of moral decay and lawlessness. Many have tried to prove man can function according to his own built-in (natural) moral code without the existence of God, but history has proven this to be false.

Without God, we are doomed to destruction because of our sinful and fallen nature. The lines between right and wrong remain blurred if we venture on life’s voyage without god. Only when we truly accept God and know Him shall we know right and wrong, and be able to live according to God’s moral law. 

There has been this huge push to disprove God’s existence because man wants to be his own master and, therefore, the god of his fate. He does not want a divine being calling the shots. It is about control, and with control comes determining your brand of truth and determining your moral code, if there is any. 

It is about determining your truth, and by your truth, you can determine your actions. Therefore, any action behaviour or choice is always justified and right, because those who deny God decide and determine their path.

It is indeed sad when people label the Bible as a storybook, which is obsolete or of little relevance. Some say people at one time chose to believe in a ‘god’ to explain the unexplainable (especially before the age of science). There is also the opinion that religion likely started as a way to explain whatever the people at the time didn't understand, but the purpose changed slowly into a way to control and oppress. 

At one time, I read an article where someone said that the idea of God, and the religions that underpin it, should be wiped from the face of the earth. The writer called such a belief pernicious (having a harmful effect), facile (superficial) and malevolent. The writer argues that there is no basis for proof that God exists. It is said by the writer that belief in God is a product of upbringing, societal and cultural convention, a desire for comfort and intellectual laziness. 

The writer called believing in God illogical while arguing that surely a God would not exist in a world of so much suffering. Sadly, the writer argues we do not need God, and we certainly do not need a personal saviour. The writer emphatically makes the point that a life without religion and God thus offers freedom from miseries and offers a person the opportunity to do what they like, in line with their moral code, within the parameters of the society in which they live. 

Stephen Hawking, regarded by many as one of the greatest scientific minds of all time, in his final, posthumous book "Brief Answers to the Big Questions" said "there is no God" and that no one directs the universe. Hawking expands on that premise more deeply by saying: "The question is, is the way the universe began chosen by God for reasons we can’t understand, or was it determined by a law of science? I believe the second," wrote Hawking. "If you like, you can call the laws of science 'God', but it wouldn’t be a personal God that you would meet and put questions to."

We need to understand that still today God is under incredible attack. One celebrity even called God a maniac, while some see Him (if He does exist according to them) as vicious and sadistic. There have even been some arguments that God, like the Greeks and Romans before us, maybe a pantheon of narcissistic gods who have no interest in looking out for us. 

All of these statements are of course shocking and tragic. Sadly, people think God is a maniac or seeks to cause great harm. This is a loving God, yet because we do not know Him, we understand Him not, and so choose to slander His Name. Oh yes, we live in a very hostile world when it comes to standing for Jesus, for so many hate Christianity, saying it is offensive to their beliefs and hinders an individual’s growth. All kinds of cruel words have been used to label God or Christianity, and that it has no place in the world.

Remember, ultimately, this is a spiritual struggle. The devil wants the world to dismiss God, for then we are left without a Saviour to save us from darkness. Without God, we flounder in the muck of our depravity, sin, carnality and self-destruction. God redeems us from such darkness and the clutches of an oppressive tormentor.

While the world calls God oppressive, cruel and even a dictator, the reality is that the devil is, in fact, all those things! Can we see how the devil has caused mankind to dismiss his cruelty and rather label God as the enemy? Yet God is not the enemy or the cruel master. The devil who oppresses is the one who enslaves, destroys and kills.

The point is, we cannot blame people for saying these things, because if we haven’t come to know God personally, then nothing in this world makes sense. 1 Corinthians 2 says, “14 But the natural [unbelieving] man does not accept the things [the teachings and revelations] of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness [absurd and illogical] to him; and he is incapable of understanding them, because they are spiritually discerned and appreciated, [and he is unqualified to judge spiritual matters]. 15 But the spiritual man [the spiritually mature Christian] judges all things [questions, examines and applies what the Holy Spirit reveals], yet is himself judged by no one [the unbeliever cannot judge and understand the believer’s spiritual nature]. 16 For who has known the mind and purposes of the Lord, so as to instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ [to be guided by His thoughts and purposes].”

The Apostle Paul argues the futility of man’s wisdom in 1 Corinthians 1, stating, “19 For it is written and forever remains written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise [the philosophy of the philosophers], and the cleverness of the clever [who do not know Me] I will nullify.” 20 Where is the wise man (philosopher)? Where is the scribe (scholar)? Where is the debater (logician, orator) of this age? Has God not exposed the foolishness of this world’s wisdom? 21 For since the world through all its [earthly] wisdom failed to recognize God, God in His wisdom was well-pleased through the [c]foolishness of the message preached [regarding salvation] to save those who believe [in Christ and welcome Him as Savior].”

Through so many philosophical movements after the Middle Ages, mankind has moved further away from God to the point of choosing to believe in the theory of evolution. Some have opted for the path to see themselves as God. The narratives, beliefs and culture in many societies speak of an outright rejection of God. The point is, it is not becoming easier to be a follower of Christ, who is seen as a mere religious leader who died and never rose from the grave.

Former atheist and Chicago Tribune journalist Lee Strobel wrote a book to prove there is credible evidence that Jesus of Nazareth really is the Son of God. In this revised and updated bestseller, The Case for Christ, Strobel cross-examines a dozen experts with doctorates from schools such as Cambridge, Princeton, and Brandeis, asking hard-hitting questions - and building a captivating case for Christ's divinity. It's not fiction. It's a riveting quest for the truth about history’s most compelling figure. Strobel embarked on the quest to actually prove that God does not exist, only to discover He is real!

The movie ‘God is Not Dead’ briefly touches on the conflict between the world of the believer and those who hold onto the truth of philosophy and the wisdom of this world. Proving God is not dead or does exist is, of course, not so easy. We can challenge the Big Bang or Evolution theories, yet many will still argue for science. We can speak about how incredibly man has been created, not evolved, yet many will still hold onto their scientific hope. At the end of the day, believing God is real is all about faith. Faith calls us to step into the unknown, the unseen, and the spiritual to challenge all logic and reason. Faith after all is the assurance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen.

Scientists, academics, philosophers, and scholars demand evidence of God’s existence, yet faith cannot be seen or touched. It only provides a hope. But when we do step beyond the ‘veil’ where man’s wisdom and rational thinking dares to tread, we discover God is alive, and he wants to be part of all our lives.

Science doesn’t have the processes to prove or disprove the existence of God. Science studies and attempts to explain only the natural world while God, in most religions, is supernatural. Science and religion draw on different aspects of human experience. In science, explanations are based on evidence drawn from observing the natural world and conducting experiments. Because these explanations are based on evidence, they can be checked independently by others. Religious beliefs don’t depend only on empirical evidence. They can also be based on faith and typically involve supernatural forces or entities.

Science may be a powerful tool for understanding and explaining the mechanisms and dynamics of the physical universe. But science can’t examine or explain the purpose of the universe. That’s a question that falls under theology, or for some, philosophy. If we truly want the meaning to life, we need to step beyond the tangible, the seen, and the known, to discover the supernatural and that indeed God has made everything. 

Satan has indeed been hard at work to cast a shadow over God as a ‘being’, for in Matthew 28 we read of the reality of God that is supernatural and who is alive and who is real for the whole world to see. It is this very startling reality of a God who appears to Mary Magdalene and the other Mary three days after His death that keeps unsettling Satan. 

Satan simply does not want mankind to receive this same revelation as two Marys, for such a revelation speaks of a God who is the custodian, guardian and originator of all morality and He is real, true, alive and supernatural. Indeed, this God is not some figment of our imagination or the ideal of such higher morals or the invention of some wishful thinking of a society in turmoil, but He is the living God who is powerful and whose Truth is eternal.

Satan can’t eradicate God but Satan as a mere fallen angel can try to eradicate the reality and the truth of a living God in the minds of mankind. And he has for thousands of years been working at his tactics, constantly seeking to cast doubt over the reality of God. 

Satan constantly strives to shift moral responsibility into the grasp of man, so that man believes that he is the custodian and the originator of such values. God alone is the one who upholds all morality and truths, for it is not man’s position since man is not God.

Evidently, Satan has presented man with the same temptation as he presented to Eve: "Genesis 3: 4But the serpent said to the woman, You shall not surely die, 5For GOD knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like GOD, knowing the difference between good and evil and blessing and calamity. 6And when the woman saw that the tree was good (suitable, pleasant) for food and that it was delightful to look at, and a tree to be desired in order to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she gave some also to her husband, and he ate."

Satan, therefore, offered Eve the choice of becoming like God. And Eve fell for the temptation, for surely there is no greater temptation! And so Satan also tried to tempt Jesus in the wilderness, but the temptation was one of Jesus becoming less supernatural and therefore worldlier. 

Jesus, however, did not fall for the same temptations but He stood his ground as we read in “Philippians 2: 5 Let this same attitude and purpose and [humble] mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus: [Let Him be your example in humility:] 6 Who, although being essentially one with God and in the form of God [possessing the fullness of the attributes which make God God], did not think this equality with God was a thing to be eagerly grasped or retained, 7 But stripped Himself [of all privileges and rightful dignity], so as to assume the guise of a servant (slave), in that He became like men and was born a human being. 8 And after He had appeared in human form, He abased and humbled Himself [still further] and carried His obedience to the extreme of death, even the death of the cross! 9 Therefore [because He stooped so low] God has highly exalted Him and has freely bestowed on Him the name that is above every name.”

Unlike Eve and Adam, Jesus although being essentially one with God and in the form of God [possessing the fullness of the attributes which make God], did not think this equality with God was a thing to be eagerly grasped or retained. Jesus was already the Son of God, but He did not hold onto the power as if it was His highest ideal, but His highest ideal was to be slain as the sacrificial lamb on the cross so that He may return as the Lion of Judah to reclaim the Bride.

But from the days of Paradise, Satan has presented man with this “ideal” of becoming like God. But His strategy has somewhat changed. Instead of mankind striving to reach out to a supernatural God and to become like God, Satan has presented an alternative – erasing the metaphysical and the ideal of a supernatural God by presenting a more reachable ideal which is one of becoming a self-god operating in the natural. 

And this has worked, for Satan still uses the lure of knowledge and so offers mankind the hope of becoming a God through knowledge. Satan has caused mankind to determine their reality and morality, all the while attainable and under control, and all the while moving away from the supposed unattainable of a supernatural God that could be but the product of man’s imagination.

Satan has indeed been hard at work to introduce a false reality where man moves away from the supernatural to the natural, where the gods of the sky become the gods of the earth in the guise of celebrities. Indeed, this move away from the supernatural can be seen in the demise of the Greek and Roman ancient cultures of mythology, while the Muslims hold onto a faint notion of a supernatural god. 

Satan has systematically pressed mankind to exchange the supernatural for the natural, and so within Christian circles, Jesus has become for many but a historical figure, while the Holy Spirit remains for some a force or a feeling, and for many others demons and the devil is becoming a mere myth.

Satan has been strategically planning his onslaught. As he withdraws, mankind focuses less on him. He however weaves his web of deceit so that the critical work of the Holy Spirit becomes diluted and distilled through the filters of man’s interpretations, lack of belief and a lack of supernatural consciousness. Indeed, Satan weaves his web for the church scoffs at demons and hardly moves with the Spirit anymore. We have become a Church that supposedly holds onto the supernatural, but our daily walk speaks a different story – it speaks of a Church grounded in the natural and of a Church that has fallen for the temptation of becoming like a god by being a god of the Self.  

It is no wonder God has to remind His people that He is an out-of-the-ordinary, supernatural and extraordinary God. It is no wonder that we confuse revival with a mere reawakening to the Spirit, while we are still floundering when it comes to grasping the elementary teachings of JESUS. 

Indeed, for too long the Bride has been ignorant and blind to the recurring spiritual battles waged in the world since the beginning of this creation. Again, if we wish to be set free in the truth and set other people free, we need to know the truth. By going back to the roots and seeing the plans of the devil, how it has been implemented to always try and counter GOD's work, it will empower and enable the saints to take back spiritual land in the might of the Spirit. 

For too long, we have been trying to deal with the fruits of evil in the world, but not the root. Satan has managed thus for man to exalt the Self in the pursuit of god-like status, and by the perseverance of the Self, man has rebelled and resisted God. 

Is God dead? He is more real than this world. He is existence and the reason for existence. Romans 1 says, “20 For ever since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through His workmanship His creation, the wonderful things that He has made], so that they [who fail to believe and trust in Him] are without excuse and without defense.” Yes, one day those who have denied Him and found all kinds of excuses to insist He is dead, will be without a defence in the presence of His glory. 

For the believer, the challenge and the task are great to tell the world that God is not dead. And we are talking about God the Father, the Son (Jesus) and the Holy Spirit. While the world slips deeper into spiritual darkness, as believers, we need to stand up and proclaim the truth that God has always been real.

Matthew 10 says, “32 Therefore, the one who confesses and acknowledges Me before men [as Lord and Saviour, affirming a state of oneness with Me], that one I will also confess and acknowledge before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But the one who denies and rejects Me before men, that one I will also deny and reject before My Father who is in heaven.” 

Shall we acknowledge Him openly? Shall we stand for His truth, or shall we be quiet? Indeed, there is a price to pay to serve God, especially in a hostile world that seeks to destroy God’s credibility. For this reason, in the same chapter, Jesus says: “34 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace on the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a sword [of division between belief and unbelief]. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 36 and a man’s enemies will be the members of his [own] household [when one believes and another does not].”

The church cannot be silent. We need to proclaim God is not dead, even today, despite the cost. He is alive. He is glorious. And He deserves all the praise as our Saviour, Redeemer, King and Lord.
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THROUGHOUT HISTORY, the Christian faith has never existed in isolation. It has always stood in conversation, often in conflict, with the prevailing intellectual currents of its time. From ancient philosophy to modern academia, from Enlightenment rationalism to postmodern scepticism, Christianity has been scrutinised, challenged, and at times dismissed. Yet, paradoxically, it has also endured, expanded, and transformed lives across cultures and centuries.

This tension between worldly wisdom and biblical truth is not new. It is deeply embedded in Scripture itself, and understanding it is essential for any believer seeking to navigate faith in an increasingly knowledge-driven world.

The early church was born into a world saturated with Greek philosophy and Roman intellectualism. Thinkers like Plato and Aristotle had already shaped how people understood reality, ethics, and knowledge. When the apostle Paul stood in Athens (Acts 17), he encountered a culture obsessed with ideas. The Athenians valued intellectual exploration, yet when Paul spoke of the resurrection, many mocked him. Why? Because the gospel did not fit neatly into their philosophical frameworks. Paul later writes: “For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.” (1 Corinthians 3:19)

This is not a rejection of knowledge itself—but a confrontation of knowledge that exalts itself above God. Worldly wisdom is not simply education, science, or intellectual pursuit. Scripture does not condemn learning, after all, God is the source of all truth. Rather, worldly wisdom is knowledge detached from God, reasoning that centers man instead of the Creator, systems of thought that deny absolute truth, and intellectual pride that rejects divine revelation. It is wisdom that says: “We can understand everything without God.”

The Bible presents a radically different foundation for knowledge: proverbs 9:10 says, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” This statement is revolutionary. It means true knowledge begins with reverence for God, understanding reality requires acknowledging its Creator, and wisdom is not merely intellectual—it is spiritual and moral. In other words, knowledge without God is incomplete at best and misleading at worst.

One of the greatest spiritual dangers is not ignorance, but pride disguised as intelligence. Paul warns in 1 Corinthians 8:1 that “Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.” Throughout history, many intellectual movements have drifted into arrogance: the belief that human reason is ultimate authority, the dismissal of faith as primitive or irrational, and the assumption that science and God are mutually exclusive.

But Scripture challenges this mindset. It reminds us that human understanding is limited. 1 Corinthians 13:12 says, “For now we see through a glass, darkly.” No matter how advanced human knowledge becomes, it remains partial.  Modern culture often presents knowledge as neutral and objective. However, every system of thought is built on underlying assumptions. For example, secular worldviews assume naturalism (only the material world exists), postmodernism assumes truth is relative, and humanism assumes man is the measure of all things. These are not neutral; they are belief systems. The Christian worldview, on the other hand, asserts that God is the ultimate reality, truth is absolute and revealed, and humanity is created, fallen, and redeemable. The tension arises because these foundations are fundamentally incompatible. 

One of the greatest misconceptions is that Christianity opposes intellectual pursuit. This is historically inaccurate. Many pioneers of science, such as Newton, Kepler, and Pascal, were deeply committed believers. They saw their work as uncovering the order of God’s creation. The real conflict is not between faith and reason, but between faith in God and faith in human autonomy. Christianity does not call for blind belief. It calls for trust grounded in revelation, experience, and transformation.

At the centre of this tension lies the cross. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 1:18, “The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing.“ To worldly wisdom, the idea that salvation comes through a crucified Saviour seems absurd. Power is expected, yet weakness is displayed. Victory is expected, but sacrifice is given. Logic demands dominance, but love chooses surrender. Yet, this “foolishness” reveals a deeper wisdom, one that transcends human reasoning. 

Believers today are called to live in this tension, not escape it. This means engage, and don’t withdraw. Christians should not fear intellectual environments. Instead, they should engage thoughtfully, bringing biblical truth into conversations about science, philosophy, and culture. The reality is that not every idea is compatible with Scripture. Discernment is essential. “Test all things; hold fast what is good.” (1 Thessalonians 5:21)

In a world of shifting narratives, Scripture remains a fixed foundation. The ultimate question is not whether we will pursue knowledge, but what kind of wisdom we will pursue. Will it be knowledge that elevates the self? Or wisdom that leads to God? Jesus Himself embodies this answer: “I am the way, the truth, and the life...” (John 14:6). Truth is not merely a concept; it is a Person.

The existing tension will never fully disappear. It is part of the spiritual landscape of a fallen world. But this tension serves a purpose. It exposes the limits of human understanding, it reveals the necessity of divine revelation, and it calls us to a deeper, more grounded faith. In the end, the pursuit of knowledge is not the problem. The problem arises when knowledge seeks to replace God rather than lead us to Him. True wisdom is not found in choosing between faith and knowledge, but in submitting all knowledge to the truth of God.
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Reality of God or reality of meaningless life
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IT IS FRIGHTENING TO think that millions of people wake up every day believing there is no purpose or real meaning to life. They believe this because they do not believe in an infinite God who created all of us and who created heaven and earth.

For many, they enjoy the novel idea of the Big Bang theory. Simply put, it says the universe as we know it started with an infinitely hot and dense single point that inflated and stretched — first at unimaginable speeds, and then at a more measurable rate — over the next 13.8 billion years to the still-expanding cosmos that we know today. So the consensus among scientists, astronomers and cosmologists is that the Universe as we know it was created in a massive explosion that not only created the majority of matter but the physical laws that govern our ever-expanding cosmos.

While this is not the only modern theory of how the Universe came into being – for example, there is the Steady State Theory or the Oscillating Universe Theory – it is the most widely accepted and popular. People like the Big Bang theory because, apparently, it allows for a reference point to argue against the existence of God. So yes, so many people wake up believing their lives have randomly come into existence because something created a big bang billions of years ago. What an absolutely frightening thought!

There is also a very popular comedy series with the same name as the theory. It is basically about brilliant physicists who understand how the universe works while struggling to interact with people, especially women. This series popularised the Big Bang theory, pushing culture deeper into the abyss of questioning God.

The Big Bang Theory has certainly added its weight to the existential crisis facing man. It is a crisis of monumental proportions, yet it is not addressed. We are floundering in the muck of this post-modern world, and the Church and the therapists and the psychologists think they are making a difference to alleviate the crisis. Yet they all fail. Pastors have failed. Big churches have failed. The therapists and the psychologists have failed. Why: Because we have all plunged into seeking to address and correct this crisis in the natural realm. We lack the wisdom to seek how it is all connected to the spiritual realm. Yet man’s horrific gasp for salvation or some sense of salvation has gone unheard, or even worse, it has been answered by the charlatans, the greedy and corrupted.

Man finds himself in this unstable crisis because wisdom has departed from his lips; wisdom concerning the realms of the spirit, soul and body. It is the wisdom of the Lore of the Heavenly Realm, where man, reborn spiritually, is supposed to be walking in the dominion of the spiritual and natural realms. Man has systematically chosen to push divinity aside, choosing to seek his own salvation and meaning. Man has plunged himself into a crisis of epidemic proportions, for man was made by divinity and should be ruled by divinity. We have chosen to believe that we are on earth by random chance and that this world and the universe flowed from a big bang.

It reminds me of the message behind the well-known song The Sound of Silence written by Simon & Garfunkel. Garfunkel, introducing the song at a live performance (with Simon) in Harlem, in June 1966, summed up the song's meaning as "the inability of people to communicate with each other, not particularly intentionally but especially emotionally, so what you see around you are people unable to love each other." We are living in a world where people are becoming alienated from themselves and from others because we have alienated ourselves from God. Only in God is our true purpose and hope. We only find our sense of belonging in God, for God is our creator.

The song begins with the famous line, “Hello darkness, my old friend.” This is a meme often used to express despair or existential angst. There is, however, nothing funny about the opening line, because so many people are living in the darkness of fear and anxiety because of the existential crisis that overwhelms them. As we reject God who is light, we embrace the darkness and within the darkness, all hope, joy and love are suffocated.

A lot of people have become aware of NASA's James Webb Space Telescope, which is an infrared space observatory that launched on December 25, 2021. The $10 billion telescope — NASA's largest and most powerful space science telescope — is on a journey to probe the cosmos to uncover the history of the universe from the supposed Big Bang to alien planet formation and beyond. This is part of the ongoing questions that mankind keeps asking, such as how we got here, are we alone in the universe, and how does the universe work? To help answer such questions, NASA built this incredible telescope and sent it to orbit the Sun, 1.5 million kilometres away from the Earth! Granted, the images sent back so far by the telescope have been astounding, making many people very excited as we peek deeper into the cosmos.

Yes, the cosmos is exciting and incredible because God has made it! While mankind hopes to find answers by peering deeper into space, what they should be realising is that what they are seeing is the evidence of God’s existence! We marvel at the great inventions of man, yet we dismiss the reality that God has made everything – including everything on earth and everything in the cosmos (which keeps on expanding). We are surrounded by god’s incredible handiwork, yet remain blinded by our pride and arrogance. What remains incredible is how mankind keeps on embarking on explorations to find meaning in everything, yet all that you have to do is ask God! You do not have to build a billion-dollar telescope and send it to the sun to find the meaning of life, the universe or anything else you
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