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This book is dedicated to my grandson, Adam. May the
following be always true in his life, for his blessing in this life
and in preparation for the next:

“like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the
word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation…”

1 Peter 2:2
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INTRODUCTION

This is the
thirteenth book in the series titled, “The Word of God Library.”
God is leading His servant to have a few commentaries published,
which are the result of 40 years plus of study, combined with
practical experience. And while these commentaries are expository
in nature (that is, explained in some detail), they are still
intended to be devotional, heartwarming, and as practical as
possible, to help believers live out their faith in these last days
of the present age.

There is a short background account of the
life, times, and ministry of the prophet Jonah included as part of
Chapter One. Also, the Biblical text of the book of Jonah has been
included as part of the commentary and has been broken down into
smaller sections, each beginning with an italicized heading for the
benefit of the reader. The Bible version being used in this book is
the New American Standard Bible, 1995 Edition, which is the version
that God led His servant to start using in 2002.

It should also be noted that there are five
sections to the Addendum at the back of the book. Addendum A is a
brief outline of the four ages of time; Addendum B is a brief
outline of the two separate comings from Heaven to earth of God’s
Son, The Lord Jesus Christ, in time; in Addendum C, we have the
relation between repentance and faith; in Addendum D, we have an
exposition of James 2:13, “Mercy triumphs over judgment;” and then
in Addendum E, we have a gospel presentation for how one may have a
personal relationship with God, for any readers who might not yet
have this vital relationship.

What should also be mentioned before closing
this Introduction is that after completing 21 years of formal
education and then spending almost 28 years working in Project
Engineering and Management in the Corporate offices of two large
utilities, God called His servant as a non-denominational
evangelist in early 1999, and then sent him out over two thousand
miles, away from family and friends, to the place of service God
assigned, which is where His servant has been and is still serving
Him as evangelist, author, and counselor. The author is a widower
with three adopted children, all now married with a family of their
own.

Please note the two websites listed below,
which have been established for the purpose of interacting with
readers and for gospel ministry:

http://www.pilgrimpathwaypublications.com

http://servantofmosthigh.com

And now my prayer is that God will richly
bless you as you read this book, and greatly minister to every need
in your life, as only God can! To Him be all praise, honor, and
glory, with thanksgiving, both now and forevermore! Amen.

















Key Verses of Jonah 1






“[1] The word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of
Amittai saying, [2] "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and cry
against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me." [3] But
Jonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. So
he went down to Joppa, found a ship which was going to Tarshish,
paid the fare and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish
from the presence of the Lord. [4] The Lord hurled a great wind on
the sea and there was a great storm on the sea so that the ship was
about to break up… [15] So they picked up Jonah, threw him into the
sea, and the sea stopped its raging… [17] And the Lord appointed a
great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the stomach of the
fish three days and three nights.”

Jonah 1:1-4,15,17







CHAPTER ONE

Jonah
1:1-17

Some background information regarding the
prophet Jonah, as given by God in His word

What may prove useful as we begin is to have
some background information regarding the prophet Jonah, through
whom God was pleased to give us part of His word, and which has
come to be known as ‘The Book of Jonah.’ as part of the Old
Testament. The prophet Jonah is only mentioned once in one verse in
the Old Testament (apart from the book of Jonah), and mentioned
nine times in seven verses in the New Testament.

So let us first see what we can discover from
that one occurrence in the Old Testament, that being at 2 King
14:25, noting here what we there read, adding verses 23 and 24 for
context, “[23] In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash
king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel became king
in Samaria, and reigned forty-one years. [24] He did evil in the
sight of the Lord; he did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, which he made Israel sin. [25] He restored the
border of Israel from the entrance of Hamath as far as the Sea of
the Arabah, ACCORDING TO THE WORD OF THE LORD, THE GOD OF ISRAEL,
WHICH HE SPOKE THROUGH HIS SERVANT JONAH THE SON OF AMITTAI, THE
PROPHET, WHO WAS OF GATH-HEPHER.”

Before commenting on the above, what might
prove useful here, especially for those readers who might not have
much historical knowledge of what was just mentioned, is that the
nation of Israel had at this time been divided into two separate
kingdoms from after the time of Solomon onward; with Solomon’s son,
Rehoboam, retaining the kingship over the southern kingdom, which
consisted of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, with its capital at
Jerusalem; while the other ten tribes made up the northern kingdom
of Israel under the leadership of Jeroboam, with its capital at
Samaria.

What we also need to be aware of and keep in
mind as we go through the book of Jonah is that God has divided
human history on earth into two time periods, these being BC and
AD. BC stands for “Before Christ,” while AD means “in the year of
The Lord,” from the Latin “Anno Domini.” And so, when considering
the BC time period, we are to remember that the numbers decrease as
we go towards AD, so that time is moving forward when we go from
722 BC, when the northern kingdom of Israel fell to Assyria, to 586
BC, when the southern kingdom of Judah fell to Babylon. And then
from the death of The Lord Jesus Christ in 33 AD to the present,
which is 2020 AD, the numbers increase as time continues
forward!

And what should not surprise anyone who is a
believer reading this, unbelievers have rejected the designations
BC and AD in modern history, due to their rejection of God, and of
anything having to do with God. So these unfortunate folks have
come up with alternates like BCE and CE instead, which refers to
the Common Era, instead of AD, and Before the Common Era, instead
of BC. If you are a believer and come across any book which uses
the designations BCE and CE, then it is recommended that these
works be bypassed, if for no other reason than the fact that they
are rejecting God!

And so, we learn from 2 Kings 14:25 above
that God Himself refers to Jonah as a prophet, and also as His
servant, whom He spoke through at the time of Jeroboam, the king of
Israel at Samaria, who was the son of Joash. We can identify this
Jeroboam, the son of Joash, as ‘Jeroboam II, since we have an
earlier king of Israel named “Jeroboam, the son of Nebat,”
mentioned at verse 24, who would be ‘Jeroboam I.’ We are also told
at verse 25 above that Jonah was from “Gath-Hepher,” which we see
from Joshua 19:10-13 was within the territory of the tribe of
Zebulun, about five miles northeast of Nazareth.

Coming now to the New Testament, we there see
that Jonah is mentioned three times by God’s Son, The Lord Jesus
Christ, during His first coming from Heaven to earth, and all three
times Jonah is referred to as a prophet. This is of course very
significant as it confirms to us the authenticity and historicity
of the book of Jonah, and the events that occur there. We will
discuss this in full and will add more historical information when
we get into the book of Jonah proper, which we will now proceed to
do.

Jonah 1:1,2, God’s command to Jonah to go to
Nineveh

What we are to notice as we begin is that the
book of Jonah opens with a command from God to Jonah, which then
forms the basis around which the book revolves, noting now what we
read at Jonah 1:1,2, “[1] The word of the Lord came to Jonah the
son of Amittai saying, [2] "Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and
cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me." “
And what is very important to grasp here, is that when we read,
“The word of the Lord came to Jonah,” this was not a written note
that God sent to Jonah by a messenger, but rather, this was God The
Father communicating His will to His servant, Jonah the prophet,
doing so through His Son, with the title as ‘The Word’ (noting John
1:1 with 1 John 1:1), by means of His Holy Spirit indwelling in
Jonah’s human spirit (noting 1 Peter 1:10,11)! And again, as at 2
Kings 14:25, Jonah is here identified as being “the son of
Amittai,” these being the only two places in God’s word that this
name “Amittai” appears.

When God says to Jonah, “Arise,” He is in
effect saying to him, ‘get up and immediately leave what you are
presently occupied in doing, for I have work for you to do as part
of my will for your life.’ Then the very specific command of God
is, “go to Nineveh the great city and cry against it,” with God
then also letting Jonah know ‘why’ God was sending him to Nineveh,
which was, “for their wickedness has come up before Me.” In other
words, their sin has reached God’s tolerable limit and now He is
about to act in judgment against it, but before God’s judgment
falls on the city and its inhabitants, God wants Jonah to warn them
about their impending doom that is coming at the hand of God due
their sins, which are against Him (Psalm 51:4).

We would benefit in noting what God says to
unbelievers at Ezekiel 18:23,32, which would also apply to the
inhabitants of the city of Nineveh at this time, “[23] Do I have
any pleasure in the death of the wicked," declares the Lord God,
"rather than that he should turn from his ways and live?.. [32] For
I have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies," declares the
Lord God. "Therefore, repent and live." “

God never takes pleasure in the death of
anyone, even unbelievers, since God is the Creator of us all, Who
desires that we all come to know Him so that we might all be with
Him in Heaven one day, and not in hell, which will be the devil’s
domain forever. After all, when we read at John 3:16, “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life,” the
“world” there refers to the whole of the human race, which was
equally in unbelief and in need of redemption, for which God’s Son
has already died for! It is always good for us to remember
this.

Two pertinent questions we can ask here are:
Why Nineveh? Would not all cities of the known world, as part of
all countries at that time be likewise in unbelief? And since God
singles out Nineveh here, out of all cities, then that means that
there must be something about Nineveh at this time that merits
God’s specific attention that He sends them a prophet to warn them
about His impending judgment due to their wickedness.

First then, we need to be aware that the city
of Nineveh was first established by Nimrod, noting what God tells
us at Genesis 10:11, looking at verses 10-12 for context, “[10] The
beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech and Accad and Calneh,
in the land of Shinar. [11] From that land he went forth into
Assyria, and built Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah, [12] and
Resen between Nineveh and Calah; that is the great city.” Secondly,
what is important to keep in mind here is that “Babel” later became
the city of Babylon, which from ancient times after the worldwide
flood was the epicenter from which the devil-inspired false
religious system originated and spread! Then thirdly, it is also
important to keep in mind that the reference to “the great city” at
verse 12 is to Nineveh, and more than likely ‘why’ God refers to
Nineveh as “the great city” at Jonah 1:2! The words “great city”
are the exact same Hebrew words at Genesis 10:12 as at Jonah 1:2.
What this means then is that from ancient times, Nineveh has been
associated with the worldwide spread of that Satan-inspired
religious system of unbelief, which is also more than likely why
God would refer to as ‘their wickedness” when speaking of the city
of Nineveh at Jonah 1:2!

Then apart from Genesis 10:10,11 and the book
of Jonah, Nineveh is mentioned in six other books of God’s word. We
have the following recorded of Nineveh at 2 Kings 19:36, which
words are also recorded at Isaiah 37:37, “So Sennacherib king of
Assyria departed and returned home, and lived at Nineveh.” The
occasion for that verse was when the ruler of the Assyrian Empire
at the time, Sennacherib, came against the city of Jerusalem, which
God was protecting from destruction, as is clear from what we read
at 2 Kings 19:32-36, “[32] Therefore thus says the Lord concerning
the king of Assyria, "He will not come to this city or shoot an
arrow there; and he will not come before it with a shield or throw
up a siege ramp against it. [33] By the way that he came, by the
same he will return, and he shall not come to this city," '
declares the Lord. [34] For I will defend this city
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