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‘What’s going on with Snooty?’ asked
Dennis, walking over to his friends.
Pie Face showed him the newspaper’s

or sale’
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Chapter One

HASSLE AT THE
CASTLE!

Dennis Menace is the kind of kid who thinks
doing one thing at a time is lazy. He prefers to

do at least three things at once.
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‘Did you hear about Snooty?’ asked Pie
Face, who always hated it when people he
knew were having a hard time.
‘Thope he’s OK,’ said Jem. Jem knows how
important it is to look after yourself and she
makes sure her friends don’t forget it. K
‘Snooty will be fine,” said Minnie. ‘He’s ’ ."
pretty tough . . . almost as tough as me.’ ‘
Minnie is Dennis’s cousin, and she is
genuinely one of the kindest, smartest, coolest,

most admired people in

the world.

At least, that’s what
she wrote about herself
on her Bash Street

School pupil profile.
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Snooty is what Dennis and his pals call
their friend Marmaduke Bunkerton. Snooty is
ten years old and goes to Bash Street School.
And he’s also a Lord. A proper Lord, like you
see on the TV, only younger and not asleep all
the time.

Snooty lives at Bunkerton Castle, which is
the oldest, grandest building in Beanotown.

It is huge, but the only people who actually

live there are Snooty, his Aunt Matilda and

Parkinson the
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Cold Trafford,
home of
Beanotown
Untied Football
Club - it was
supposed to

Perkins’ Paperclip
Factory - the workers
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‘Next came the poltergeist phase. Precious
heirlooms mysteriously fell off shelves.
Ancient weapons slipped from the wall,

missing me or my aunt by millimetres.’
w ‘And now,’” Snooty went on, ‘the
bogeyman visits me

every night. Even if I lock

my bedroom door, it gets in
and screams at me.

‘What does it scream?’
asked Jem.
‘L EEEEEAVE yelled
Snooty, making his friends jump.

‘LEAVE THIS PLACE

FOREVER! Made you jump!” Snooty smiled,
but a little sadly.

‘The bogeyman has been visiting us for
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weel TEAM Z
M. DENNIs/

If you're reading this boomic,

you just joined the +“Bcz?r‘\('\,d,
COOLEST +eam in +he WORLD |00

Here i
are some new friends you’re about

to meet . . . and some villains you’ll want
to steer clear of!

s BEANOTOWN'S
o PRANKMASTER—GENERAL!

DENNIS'S AWESOME DO
HAS FEARSOME TEETHG
THAT CAN SMASH CONCRETE!

7
LORD SNOOTY'S BUTLER,
PARKINSON HAS WORKED
FOR THE BUNKERTON FAMILY
FOR MORE YEARS THAN
EVEN HE CAN REMEMBER.

DENNIS'S COUSIN,
WHO KNOWS THAT
SHE'S THE REAL
LEADER OF THE
TEAM!
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Beano Dennis & Gnasher The Bogeyman of Bunkerton Castle
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Just then, a gloomy figure sloped into the
playground. It was Snooty.

‘Hi guys,” he said, a bit wearily. ‘I guess
you've seen the news?’

‘Give us the scoop on the scares, Snoot!’
said Minnie. ‘What’s been going bump in the
night at Bunkerton?’

‘Go easy, Min!” warned Jem.

‘Tt’s all right,” said Snooty, bending to pat
Gnasher. Gnasher licked his fingers. ‘T guess
I always knew this day would come. The
Bogeyman of Bunkerton Castle has terrorised
my family for generations, and it seems it’s
out to get me now.

Dennis, Minnie and Jem felt a chill run
down their spines, while Pie Face felt a little

gravy run down his chin.
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RUBI LOVES SCIENCE AND
TECH - IT JUST WORKS i
FOR HER, AT LEAST!

7~

NOWS
CHED-ON JEMKi

V?lnllf\;s GOOD FOR H’ER AND
HER FRIENDS!

PIEFACE LOVES PIES
AND HIS PET POTATO,
PAUL!

RUBI'S DAD AND THE MAN IN CHARGE
AT BEANOTOWN’S Top SECRET
RESEARCH CENTRE.

LTER IS
IS'S WORST ENEMY, WA
DE’;‘(’;‘VOW—IT-ALL WHO HATES Kr’g%E
AND CAN'T WAIT TO GROW UP
JUST LIKE HIS DAD.

THE MAYOR OF BEANOTOWN AND B0Ss
OF WILBURCORP, WILBUR NEVER MISSES
A CHANCE TO HELP . .. HIMSELF!

MARMADUKE BUNKERTON 11l IS THE
EARL OF BUNKERTON. HE'S MEGA RICH
ANO LIVES AT BUNKERTON CASTLE!
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‘The Bunkerton ...Bogeyman?’ Pie Face asked.

‘Tt’s the curse of the Bunkertons,” sighed
Snooty. ‘The Bogeyman of Bunkerton Castle has
haunted that castle for centuries. I thought it was
a silly superstition, but the bogeyman is back!

‘You don’t believe that, do you?’ asked
Minnie incredulously.

‘Not at first, but then the noises started.

HORRIBLE MOANS,

AaNe A%

and a relentless, QR P-
ORIP-
ORIP

coming from inside the walls.
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Right then, he was doing his homework,
cleaning his teeth, and running to school. He
was in a hurry because he’d hit the snooze
button seventeen times. Mum had got him
out of bed eventually by telling him it was
Saturday when it wasn’t.

And that was just plain mean!

When he got to Bash Street School, his

friends were huddled together looking

at a newspaper.






