

Acknowledgments

Friendship is not only one of the themes of this book—it is also the context out of which this book emerged. When the project began, its two editors had never met; even now, as the book goes to press, we have yet to meet in person. But a shared passion for God, good writing, and Earth-care (along with a shared capacity for working hard and meeting deadlines) turns out to be an excellent starting point for friendship. We both marvel at the ease with which we exchanged feedback, suggested and amended ideas, and worked together to produce and polish the writing in these pages. It was a pleasure and a blessing to collaborate on creating this anthology.

New friends were made, and existing friendships deepened and confirmed, as we gathered essays from nineteen other individuals. We are grateful to each person whose voice and witness is included in this volume: your chapters informed, moved, and inspired us. We will be drawing on the wisdom and spiritual guidance in these pages for years to come.

Thank you, Mary Evelyn Tucker and Bill McKibben for providing (respectively) a foreword and a special introduction. With eloquence and fervor, you have each spoken to the urgency of our Earth and human crisis, as well as the need for people of faith to rise to this challenge by drawing from our deepest theological, historical, liturgical, and spiritual resources. We also extend thanks to the people who suggested or helped us to contact contributors: Jim Antal, Kelly Brown Douglas, Erik Hoffner, and Peterson Toscano.


MARGARET’S WORDS OF THANKS

I would like to thank climate champion Doug Fisher (Bishop, Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts) for creating the position of Missioner for Creation Care in 2014, a role that quickly went ecumenical, so that now I also serve the Massachusetts Conference, United Church of Christ. Thank you, Doug, for giving me time to develop this book and freedom to explore how my ministry can be most effective. A bow of thanks goes to my friend Jim Antal, recently Conference Minister and President of the Massachusetts Conference, UCC, and thus, for a while, my “other boss.” We met, as climate activists often do, on a march (the 2007 Interfaith Walk for Climate Rescue), and have exchanged moral support ever since. It is through Jim that Leah and I first crossed paths. I am humbled and inspired by the many dedicated people who have thrown themselves into the struggle to preserve a habitable planet. Thank you, Bill McKibben, for your friendship and for leading the way.

I particularly thank Andrea Ayvazian, Marcia Black, and Kate Stevens for countless conversations, as well as my friends in Better Future Project, 350Mass for a Better Future, Climate Action Now of Western Massachusetts, National Religious Coalition on Creation Care, and Society of St. John the Evangelist. I give thanks for Bishop Bud Cederholm, for all the clergy and lay leaders I’ve met whose passion for climate justice and Creation care resonates with my own, and for all the




LEAH’S WORDS OF THANKS







FINALLY









About the Contributors

Huda Alkaff is the founder and director of Wisconsin Green Muslims, a grassroots environmental justice group formed in 2005. An ecologist with higher education degrees in conservation ecology, sustainable development, and science/environmental education from the University of Georgia, she taught environmental studies courses at the University of Wisconsin Oshkosh. She spent two decades working as an advocate for environmental justice, initiating Muslim and interfaith programs focused on energy and water conservation. Alkaff co-chairs the U.S. Climate Action Network’s Socially and Economically Just Adaptation and Mitigation action team, leads the Wisconsin Faith Communities for Equitable Solar Initiative, and is a founding member of the Interfaith Earth Network of Southeast Wisconsin and Wisconsin Interfaith Power & Light. She also serves on the national Greening Ramadan Team. Alkaff received the 2015 White House Champions of Change for Faith Climate Leaders recognition and the 2018 Wisconsin Association for Environmental Education Eco-Justice Award.

Jim Antal is a denominational leader, climate activist, author, and public theologian. He serves as Special Advisor on Climate Justice to the General Minister and President of the United Church of Christ. His book Climate Church, Climate World (2018) was featured on Earth Day 2018 in the Chicago Tribune. From 2006 to 2018, Antal led the 350 UCC churches in Massachusetts as conference minister and president. An environmental activist since the first Earth Day in 1970, he authored and was lead proponent of three national UCC resolutions: in 2013 the UCC became the first denomination to divest from fossil fuel companies; in 2017, in response to the U.S. pullout infrastructure and to urge preaching on climate change; and in 2019, the UCC became the first Christian denomination to endorse the Green New Deal. He has also engaged the spiritual discipline of civil disobedience numerous times at the White House and elsewhere. Antal maintains a website: www.JimAntal.com.

Margaret Bullitt-Jonas is Missioner for Creation Care in the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts and the Massachusetts Conference, United Church of Christ. An Episcopal priest with a PhD in comparative literature from Harvard University, she taught courses on prayer, spirituality, addiction, and environmental justice at Episcopal Divinity School, served as chaplain for the Episcopal Church’s House of Bishops, and spent twenty-five years in parish ministry. She has published numerous articles in books, journals, and anthologies, and is author of Holy Hunger (1998, 2000), Christ’s Passion, Our Passions (2002), and Joy of Heaven, to Earth Come Down (2012, 2013). A long-time climate activist, she leads retreats in the United States and Canada on spiritual resilience and resistance in a time of climate crisis. She has been arrested in Washington, D.C., and elsewhere to protest expanded use of fossil fuels. In 2016 she received the Steward of God’s Creation Award from the National Religious Coalition on Creation Care. Her website, www.RevivingCreation.org, includes blog posts, sermons, and articles.

John Chryssavgis is an author and theologian serving as archdeacon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate and theological advisor to the Ecumenical Patriarch. He is a clergyman of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. Born in Australia, he graduated from Athens University and Oxford University. His publications focus on medieval theology as well as on the history of the Eastern Church. His interests embrace the areas of spirituality and ecology. Chryssavgis co-founded St. Andrew’s Theological College in Sydney, where he also taught at the University of Sydney. In 1995, he was appointed Professor of Theology at Holy Cross School of Theology and directed the Religious Studies Program at Hellenic College. He has also taught at the University of Balamand in Lebanon. He has published more than thirty books and numerous articles in several languages. Chryssavgis lives in Maine.

Tim DeChristopher is a climate activist and co-founder of Climate Disobedience Center and of Peaceful Uprising. He became nationally known in 2008 after an act of civil disobedience to stop a Bureau of Land Management oil and gas auction in Utah, for which he spent two years in federal prison. His story was told in the film Bidder 70 and has been featured in a wide variety of national and international media. DeChristopher received his Master of Divinity degree from Harvard Divinity School and currently works as a hospital chaplain in Rhode Island.

Natasha DeJarnett is the research coordinator at National Environmental Health Association (NEHA) where she leads research, as well as children’s environmental health activities. She is a graduate of the University of Louisville in Kentucky, where she completed her PhD and Masters of Public Health degrees concentrating in environmental health sciences. In her postdoctoral studies, she was awarded a fellowship by the National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences to investigate cardiovascular risks of air pollution exposures. DeJarnett was named 2017 Alumna of the Year for the University of Louisville School of Public Health and Information Sciences and was concurrently awarded designation in the class of 2017 Alumni Fellows. Prior to NEHA, she was a policy analyst at the American Public Health Association, where she led the Natural Environment portfolio, including air and water exposures along with climate change. DeJarnett is a member of the Governing Board of Citizens’ Climate Education.

Gerald L. Durley is pastor emeritus of the historic Providence Missionary Baptist Church of Atlanta, where he served for nearly twenty-five years. Durley’s previous roles include executive director of the Head Start Program for Fulton and Douglas Counties, director of the Health Promotion Resource Center at the Morehouse School of Medicine, and founder of Perspectives, International, a consortium of historically black colleges and universities. In 2011, Durley was inducted into the International Civil Rights Walk of Fame for his contributions during the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s. In 2015, he was honored as a White House “Champion of Change” for his efforts to address climate change and environmental injustice. A nationally and internationally sought-after inspirational and motivational speaker, Durley is chair of the board of Interfaith Power & Light, which actively seeks climate solutions in forty states and 22,000 interfaith houses of worship across the United States.

Shoshana Meira Friedman is a rabbi, musician, teacher, and Jewish leader in the climate and social justice movements. She and her husband Yotam Schachter co-wrote the song “The Tide Is Rising ,” a climate anthem that has been sung in congregations, rallies, and gatherings in the United States, Brazil, and France. After organizing a large, interfaith civil disobedience action by clergy against a pipeline in Massachusetts, she started Clergy Climate Action (https://www.clergyclimateaction.org/), a project of the Climate Disobedience Center, to organize religious leaders to take direct action on climate change. Friedman was ordained by Hebrew College and graduated from Oberlin College with High Honors in Environmental Studies. She is a Henry David Thoreau Scholar, a graduate of the Wexner Graduate Fellow ship, and an alumna of JOIN for Justice. Her publications and music can be found at www.rabbishoshana.com. Friedman lives in Boston, Massachusetts, with her husband and son.

Roger S. Gottlieb is professor of philosophy at Worcester Polytechnic Institute and the author or editor of twenty-one books and more than 150 essays on political theory, ethics, environmentalism, religious life, contemporary spirituality, the Holocaust, and disability. Two of his books received Nautilus Book Awards: the short story collection, Engaging Voices: Tales of Morality and Meaning in an Age of Global Warming (2012) and Spirituality: What It Is and Why It Matters (2012). His two most recent books are Political and Spiritual: Essays on Religion, Environment, Disability and Justice (2014) and Morality and the Environmental Crisis (2019).

Katharine Hayhoe is an atmospheric scientist and a professor at Texas Tech University. Her research focuses on understanding what climate change means for people and the places where we live. She hosts the PBS Digital Series Global Weirding; served as a lead author for the second, third, and fourth U.S. National Climate Assessments; and has been named one of Time Magazine’s “100 Most Influential People” and Fortune Magazine’s “The World’s 50 Greatest Leaders.” As a scientist and a Christian, her work emphasizes the importance of thinking deeply about the connection between our values and the impacts of a changing climate.

Christina Leaño serves as associate director of the Global Catholic Climate Movement, a worldwide network of more than 800 Catholic organizations and thousands of Catholics bringing Pope Francis’s Laudato Si’ into action for climate justice. For more than twenty years she has provided leadership on social and environmental justice issues, including co-founding the Filipino American Coalition for Environmental Solidarity. Leaño is also a trained meditation teacher and spiritual director drawing upon close to two decades of contemplative practice, including three years in a Catholic Cistercian monastery. She is passionate about exploring the intersection of spirituality and social justice and supporting people’s spiritual transformation through contemplative practices and engagement in social and ecological justice. Leaño holds degrees from Yale University and the Graduate Theological Union. In her free time, she loves forest bathing with her partner Steffano and daughter Malaya Clare.

Mordechai Liebling is founder and director of the Social Justice Organizing Program at the Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. His course “Rabbi as Environmental Activist” was selected as one of the seven best environmental-related classes in all U.S. seminaries. He was executive vice president of Jewish Funds for Justice, and before that, executive director of the Jewish Reconstructionist Federation. Liebling serves on and facilitates the steering committee of Green Justice Philly, a coalition of more than twenty environmental, community, and labor groups. He is considered one of the founders of the contemporary Jewish environmental movement. Liebling has published articles in a wide range of magazines and chapters in several books. He answered the clergy calls to go to Ferguson, Standing Rock, and Charlottesville, and has been arrested numerous times for civil disobedience related to climate change and other issues of social justice.

Cynthia Moe-Lobeda has lectured or consulted in Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, Latin America, and North America in theology and ethics and matters of climate justice and climate racism, moral agency, globalization, economic justice, public church, eco-feminist theology, and faith-based resistance to systemic oppression. Her book Resisting Structural Evil: Love as Ecological-Economic Vocation (2013) won a Nautilus Award for social justice. She also is author of Healing a Broken World: Globalization and God (2002), Public Church: For the Life of the World (2004), and numerous articles and chapters. She is co-author of Saint Francis and the Foolishness of God (1993, 2015), Say to This Mountain: Mark’s Story of Discipleship (1996), and The Bible and Ethics: A New Conversation (2018). Moe-Lobeda is a professor of Christian Ethics at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, Church Divinity School of the Pacific, and the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley. She holds a PhD from Union Theological Seminary, affiliated with Columbia University.

Corina Newsome serves on the steering committee of Young Evangelicals for Climate Action. Recently transitioning from her career as a zookeeper, she is currently a graduate biology student at Georgia Southern University, specializing in avian conservation. Newsome earned her BA in Zoo and Wildlife Biology from Malone University (Ohio) in 2015. As an undergraduate, she served as the student director for Multicultural Student Services, founded a student-led wildlife outreach education program, and, since graduating, has founded and directed several programs to encourage socioeconomic-and ethnic-minority high school students to consider careers in wildlife science. Newsome grew up in the urban center of Philadelphia and has always had a desire to participate in, and advocate for, the protection of wildlife and natural spaces. Her goal is to encourage minorities in the United States to explore the great outdoors and draw a connection for Christians between their faith and participation in Creation stewardship.

Jay O’Hara is a Quaker who was part of the team that in 2016 shut down five pipelines carrying crude oil from Canada’s tar-sands. A visionary climate activist, O’Hara works to deepen the spiritual underpinnings of powerful action in the world. In 2015 he helped lead a pipeline pilgrimage across Massachusetts and New Hampshire against the Kinder Morgan Pipeline. In 2013 he and friend Ken Ward blockaded a 40,000-ton shipment of coal to the Brayton Point power plant in Somerset, Massachusetts. He travels in itinerant gospel ministry within the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) and is a co-founder of the Climate Disobedience Center.

Kiran Oommen grew up in Eugene, Oregon, and now lives in Washington State, where he studied sociology at Seattle University. He is a plaintiff on the federal climate change lawsuit Juliana v. United States, represented by Our Children’s Trust. He is also on the board of directors of the Civil Liberties Defense Center, an activist, defense-oriented, law nonprofit. Oommen’s mother is a minister in the United Church of Christ, and he grew up in that church community, regularly involving himself in environmental and human rights activism from an early age. Alongside community organizing, Oommen is part of the folk punk collective known as Geophagia, performing political punk music and booking concerts at their DIY venue.

Leah D. Schade is assistant professor of Preaching and Worship at Lexington Theological Seminary in Kentucky. An ordained minister in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America since 2000, Leah has served congregations in rural, urban, and suburban settings. She earned her MDiv and PhD degrees from Lutheran Theological Seminary–Philadelphia (now United Lutheran Seminary). Schade has served as an anti-fracking and climate activist, community organizer, and advocate for environmental justice issues. She is the author of Creation-Crisis Preaching: Ecology, Theology, and the Pulpit (2015) and Preaching in the Purple Zone: Ministry in the Red-Blue Divide (2019). Schade is the “EcoPreacher” blogger for Patheos.com: http://www.patheos.com/blogs/ecopreacher/.

Fred Small has been cited by Bill McKibben as “one of the key figures in the religious environmental surge.” A Unitarian Universalist parish minister for nearly two decades, Fred is also a singer-songwriter and environmental lawyer. In 2015, he left parish ministry to devote his energies to climate advocacy, serving as Minister for Climate Justice at Arlington Street Church, Boston. One of the first to engage in civil disobedience to draw attention to climate change, he was arrested with twenty-one others in prayer outside the U.S. Department of Energy in Washington, D.C., in May 2001. In March 2007, he was a lead organizer of the Interfaith Walk for Climate Rescue from Northampton to Boston. Grist Magazine named him one of “15 Green Religious Leaders” worldwide.

Tink Tinker is a citizen of the Osage Nation and an elder in the urban American Indian community of Denver. He is the Clifford Baldridge Emeritus Professor of American Indian Cultures and Religious Traditions at Iliff School of Theology, where he taught for thirty-four years. His seminars covered American Indian cultures, history, and religious traditions; postcolonial thought; and justice and peace studies. Tinker holds an MDiv degree from Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary and a PhD from the Graduate Theological Union. Author of nearly one hundred journal articles, he also authored several books, including American Indian Liberation: A Theology of Sovereignty (2008), Spirit and Resistance: Political Theology and American Indian Liberation (2004), and Missionary Conquest: The Gospel and Native American Genocide (1993). He is co-editor of Native Voices: American Indian Identity and Resistance (2003). A Lutheran by maternal heritage, he also served as an editor on The Peoples’ Bible project. Tinker has volunteered in the Indian community as (nonstipendiary) director of Four Winds American Indian Council in Denver for twenty-five years. In that capacity he has functioned as a traditional American Indian spiritual leader and continues to work closely with the American Indian Movement of Colorado.

Peterson Toscano describes himself as a “quirky, queer Quaker” and draws on comedy, storytelling, and history to create original content for the stage, the Internet, and radio. He seeks to inspire curiosity about climate change while motivating people to discover their roles on this new planet. As the host of Citizens’ Climate Radio and the curator of Climate Stew (https://climatestew.com/), he takes a serious look at global warming without scaring the snot out of you. His live presentations reveal the interconnectedness of power, privilege, justice, polar bears, and coffee beans. Some of these presentations include, Everything Is Connected—An Evening of Stories, Most Weird, Many True; Climate Change—What’s Faith Got to Do, Got to Do with It?; and Climate Change and the Art of Storytelling. Toscano’s website is www.petersontoscano.com.

Lennox Yearwood Jr., president and CEO of Hip Hop Caucus, is a Church of God in Christ Elder and a community activist. Hip Hop Caucus is a national, nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that engages and empowers young people and communities of color in the political process. The organization has registered and mobilized tens of thousands of young voters to vote at the polls. After Hurricane Katrina in 2005, Yearwood established the award-winning Gulf Coast Renewal Campaign, leading a coalition of national and grassroots organizations to advocate for the rights of Katrina survivors. In 2010, Yearwood was named one of the 100 most powerful African Americans by EbonyMagazine, and one of the “10 Game Changers in the Green Movement” by the Huffington Post. He is the subject of a Discovery Network Documentary, Hip Hop Rev. Yearwood co-hosts Think 100%: The Coolest Show on Climate Change, an award-winning weekly podcast and live radio show focused on storytelling and sharing just solutions to climate change.


OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
ROOTED
RISING

Voices of Courage in a Time of Climate Crisis

1de and Margaret Bullitt-Jonas, editors

tions by Mary Eve






