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About the Author


Introduction




 


This book is a
compilation of many things I have learned through the years about
intercession. Some of the
information recorded here I have stumbled upon accidentally, some
has come through the school of hard knocks, some through the
excellent teaching of those who have mentored me, some by direct
revelation of the Lord. However it has been learned, I want to pass
it on to beginning prayer warriors, so that your starting place of
understanding can significantly exceed where I began. It has been
said that knowledge is power. In other words, you don't have to
make the same mistakes I have made. This is not merely a beginning
primer, however. My hope is that seasoned intercessors will also
find information within these covers that will be fresh and of
value to you. All of us have some gaps that others can fill in for
us, myself included.

If any single
group of people has been stereotyped as a "peculiar people"
(1 Peter 2:9) in the Church today, it has been the
intercessors. In the King James, "peculiar" does not mean strange,
as some have thought. It means unique and set apart. Intercessors
are often misunderstood and deemed strange -- and that is partly
our own fault. God wants us to be "peculiar" in the sense of being
set apart, but not in the sense of acting strangely.

The Intercessor Manual is
designed to help you maximize your effectiveness in prayer and
prophecy, while minimizing the heartache that goes with mistakes
that intercessors commonly make through ignorance.

May
"the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give to you
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him." May
"the eyes of your understanding be enlightened; so that you know
what the hope of His calling is, and what the riches of the glory
of His inheritance are in the saints." May you understand "the
exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according
to the working of His mighty power, which He wrought in Christ,
when He raised Him from the dead and set Him at His own right hand
in the heavenly places" (Ephesians 1:17-20).


 


Your Call to
Intercession

 


 


So, you want
to be, or are already, an
intercessor? Intercession is a challenging yet fulfilling ministry
-- much needed, but much neglected, in the Church today. For the
most part, it is a very behind-the-scenes labor, with little
recognition and sometimes not a great deal of respect, either.
Being on the worship team, preaching, teaching, healing the sick,
prophesying, evangelizing -- all these are "doing" functions in
Christ's Body, openly seen and acknowledged. True intercession, on
the other hand, frequently remains a closet ministry. If it is your
calling you desire to do it, but there are times when its invisible
nature makes intercession a lonely road to travel.

By definition,
intercession is an others-first ministry. While non-intercessors
can spend the majority of their prayer life focusing on their own
needs and relationship with the Lord, intercessors have the drive
to pray about things and people outside themselves -- and we are
not happy if we aren't doing so. We must take time for our personal
relationship with Jesus just like everyone else, but it is easy to
neglect doing so because we feel so pressed for others. I love to
spend intimate time with the Lord, but I have to remind myself that
it is OK to take that time, the desperate urgency to obtain answers
to prayer being so uppermost in my mind.

Intercessors
are prone to struggling with self worth, because usually we do
not see immediate, tangible results for our efforts. Because it is
not a visible ministry most of the time, we don't often get pats on
the back. Sometimes we are even criticized by other people for not
"doing" anything for the Lord. To top it all off, the devil tempts
us with, "Is prayer really accomplishing anything?" "Maybe if I
didn't pray, this would all work out fine anyway," and, "I don't
feel needed." (This demonic jamming of our thoughts, by the way, is
because intercession is so
important, and Satan will do his utmost to derail it.)

Yet, our
Father in heaven sees our ministry as essential to the success of
the Church. Two persons of the Godhead, Jesus and the Holy Spirit,
operate in the ministry of intercession.

Romans
8:26, 27 --
Likewise the Spirit also helps
our weaknesses: for we don't know what we should pray for as we
ought to, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings
which cannot be uttered. And he who searches the hearts knows what
the mind of the Spirit is, because he intercedes for the saints
according to the will of God.

Romans
8:34 --
… It is Christ who died, yes, and
is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who
intercedes for us.

Hebrews 7:25 -- … He [Jesus] is able also to save them to the uttermost
that come to God by him, seeing he ever lives to intercede for
them.

If two-thirds
of the Trinity are involved in intercession, it must
be a pretty important ministry! If
it's good enough for Jesus, it's good enough for me!

Self-denial is a basic requirement for
intercessors. We do it for others ... for others ... for others.
The deeper we go in the intercessory life, the more God will
confront us with areas of our hearts that we are still holding back
for ourselves. This is serious business. The Apostle Paul, himself
an intercessor, said, "I die daily" (1 Corinthians 15:31),
and this is the testimony of those who embrace intercession in
modern times as well. As we yield ourselves to the Lord in prayer,
He works humility within us. The refining process is necessary, but
never fun.

 


Why Is Intercession Necessary?

 


In times long past, Jesus' Church understood
the importance of prayer in keeping the Kingdom of God moving in
power. But in recent decades, especially in the American Church,
prayer has become a neglected ministry. We have come to depend on
our education, marketing skills, and technology to build the Body
of Christ. As a result, we have seen a sad loss in real power, real
salvations, and real biblical Christianity. Many of us have asked,
"Why doesn't God do the mighty things among us that He has promised
in the Bible?"

I believe a great part of the problem is
that the Church at large has forgotten how to pray. We no longer
have a direct, intimate connection with the God we profess to
worship.

Fortunately, God is waking up His sleeping
people. He is creating within us a renewed desire for true worship,
for intimacy with Him, for signs and wonders like those seen in His
Word, and for prayer that receives answers. He is raising up
a new army of people to accomplish His purposes in the earth today.
The vanguard of this mighty army is the intercessor brigade.

Intercessory prayer is the machete that cuts
paths through the jungles, so that our leaders can receive and walk
in God's direction. It is the shield that keeps those same leaders
from getting plowed under by the enemy's attacks. It opens the way
for the gifts of the Spirit to operate freely in the local church
body. It is the primary force by which revelation is received,
disaster is averted, and miracles are acquired. In short,
intercessory prayer is the gasoline that propels the churchmobile
forward.

 


The Call to Pray

 


Every Christian should spend consistent time
in prayer and Bible reading. Every Christian should pray for
others, especially the lost and government leaders. But not all are
called to intercession as a ministry. Yes, intercession is a
ministry calling, just as pastoring, teaching, and going to the
foreign mission field are callings. There are many ministries in
the Body of Christ. Those who do have a special bent for
intercession must not look down on those who do not. Be careful not
to judge others because they don't pray as much as you do.

How do I know if I am called to prayer
ministry? People who are meant to be intercessors tend to share
some characteristics. If you do not have all of these traits, it
does not mean you are not called to be an intercessor, but having a
number of them is a good indicator that intercession is your thing.
I have listed them in descending order of importance.

Obviously, #1 is the desire to pray.
Those called to intercession generally have a love for extended
times of worship, a longing to spend more than the average amount
of time in the Father's Presence, and a hunger to hear God speak to
them.

Intercessors generally have compassion
for the needs of others. Intercession is all about praying for
others, rather than praying for ourselves. Intercession, by
definition, is pleading on behalf of another, negotiating for
someone else, acting as a go-between. If you notice that people's
needs are important to you, that you feel deep concern for others'
troubles, and that asking God to meet those needs is a regular part
of your prayer life, intercessory ministry is probably for you.

Intercessors may have a keen interest in
current events -- globally, nationally, regionally, or locally.
This is not an across-the-board trait, but will be especially true
of intercessors with a bent toward praying for change in the world
around them. If you are catching the news on TV, online, or in the
newspaper, and you find yourself automatically responding to an
event with prayer, you have a strong tendency toward being an
intercessor.

Intercessors are often quiet,
self-contained people. They may appear to be serious in nature,
thoughtful, introspective, not social extroverts. They may not be
interested in participating in small talk and social chit-chat.
Although these personality traits are common to many of us, people
who do not fit this stereotype can still be intercessors.
Personality type is the least important indicator of whether you
fit the mold. God uses many different types of people in His prayer
workforce.

If you feel that God is tugging at your
heart to be an intercessor, but you do not see yourself as being
particularly strong in some of the characteristics listed here,
don't be discouraged. Take up the urge to pray that God is putting
in your heart, and expect God to strengthen that which is weak.
Desire for extended prayer, love of worship, longing to hear God's
voice, compassion for others, responding in prayer to current
events -- all of these can be developed in greater depth in us over
time. All it takes is a willingness to be available to God.

For perhaps close to twenty years, I kept up
a consistent prayer life, but prayer was not a particular joy. Time
with God was important to me, but my prayer life did not grow a
lot. I did not have a huge compassion for others, although there
were times I remembered people's needs briefly in my prayer
time.

There came a day when God spoke to me that
prayer was to be my primary ministry. It took another seven or
eight years before that began to seriously happen, and when it did,
it was through great trouble that could only be relieved by God's
intervention. I learned to take hold of the throne because of need
and hardship in the lives of those I loved. This may not be the way
it happens for you. However, it was probably the only way God could
work it in me. I had to have a reason to pray, something to fight
for. I became a prayer warrior because I had to. I learned that the
one way to acquire power with God is to intensely press in upon Him
and not take no for an answer. Desperation births intercessors.


 


What Intercessors
Do




 


There
are many types of
intercessors. We all have our own style and method of prayer, as
well as our own area of expertise. Some of us are "intercessors at
large," meaning that we pray about a huge variety of things, from
current events spread over a wide canvas to prayer requests we
receive through multiple ministry newsletters. Some of us are
micro-focused on particular topics. We could compare these two
types of intercessors to the general medical practitioner
(intercessor-at-large) and to the doctor who specializes in one
particular field of medicine. Both types are needed.

Most
intercessors start out as general practitioners, and God gradually
moves them into a specialty all their own. But there are seasoned
prayer warriors who never become specialists, and, for them, this
is as it should be. We who are specialists are not more spiritually
mature than those who are not.

The two main
functions of intercession are to destroy the plans of hell and to
establish the plans of God in the earth. It's that simple, although
the details can get quite complicated.

Hell trembles
when people pray. Prayer is
the vehicle God has chosen to bring about His Kingdom in the earth.
Sure, we need the evangelists, the pastors, the teachers. We also
need the prophets and the apostles. But their ability to get their
jobs done rests on the intercessors' ability to break open the way
before them, remove hindrances from their paths, and cover them
with protection through our prayers.

Micah 2:13 gives us a little understanding of the intercessor's function:
"One who breaks open the
way will go up before them; they will break through the gate and go
out. Their king will pass through before them, the LORD at their
head" (NIV).

Jesus is The
Breaker, of course, but He is also The Intercessor. He gives a
"breaker anointing" to those of us who pray out the things that the
Holy Spirit puts on our hearts. Notice that in this verse, the
breaker is not tearing down an enemy's fortress walls to get
in; he is breaking up hindering gates to get
someone out. There are
barriers that the demonic world attempts to put around the Body of
Christ's leaders to keep them from accomplishing God's will. People
who are not yet believers are also hemmed in by satanic
strongholds, and our prayers are required to "break open the way"
of their spiritual prisons, so that they can understand the gospel
message and see their need for salvation.

Notice also,
in Micah 2:13, that it says, "the LORD at their head." Jesus is the
Chief Intercessor. He is the One Who leads us in properly praying
through these difficulties, through the Holy Spirit's guidance in
how to pray.

In addition to
breaking down barriers for our leaders and others for whom we
intercede, we cover them with the Lord's protection through our
prayers. I'm not sure exactly how that works; I just know that it
does. We can claim promises in the Bible, such as in
Psalms
91 and
34, for them.
There are many other Scripture passages to use, as God brings them
to mind.

What do we
protect them from, with our prayer covering? Spiritual attacks most
often come against the mind and emotions -- feelings of inadequacy,
discouragement, wrong mindsets, and distracted thinking. There
could also be physical attacks on health, finances, circumstances,
and relationships. The enemy tries to block our leaders' ability to
hear God speak to them clearly. He tries to keep them from
understanding God's strategies, thereby nullifying godly action
that should be taken.

These are the
"gates" of hell that we break through with our prayers. Most of our
effectiveness in removing these barriers is probably done through
praying in the Spirit (in our prayer language), along with direct
revelation that God gives us of how to pray in English.

The
intercessor's primary function is to pray. But a secondary function
is to hear things from the Lord and communicate what we have heard
to our church leadership, when necessary. This can become a problem
area when not handled properly. We will discuss this further in a
coming chapter about pastor/intercessor relationships.

 


Prayer
Specialties

 


Let's talk a little about how we come into
having an intercessory specialty. There are many urgent things to
pray for -- the salvation of our family members, neighbors, city,
and region; guidance for our government leaders at every level;
missionaries connected with our church; other worthy Christian
ministries; people within our own fellowship who are hurting or
sick; the abolishing of sin, such as abortion, homosexuality, and
pornography, in our nation; our pastoral leadership. The list is of
overwhelming proportions.

How are we to cover all of these topics
adequately? How do we keep from burning out with so many things to
pray about? How do we find time for intimacy with God, listening
for His voice -- or even time to pray for our own needs -- with all
these other things to pray for? Do we race through them as fast as
possible, to get them all done? And if so, is that really sincere
prayer?

The key to a fulfilling, guilt-free,
effective intercessory prayer life is specialization. Not everyone
needs to pray on a regular basis for all of the worthy needs that
are out there. I have noticed through the years that various
people, including nationally known ministry leaders, have sometimes
tried to make the rest of us feel bad if we are not daily involved
in praying for their focus, their ministry, the thing that God has
laid on their hearts. Did you see that last phrase? The thing
that God has laid on their
hearts.

God puts particular intercessory needs on
particular people's hearts. The problem is that sometimes when we
receive a prayer calling from God, we think this is what everyone
else should be praying about, too. But it doesn't work that way.
And when people try to make it work that way, prayer becomes
frustrating and boring for those who are dutifully trying to pray
out things they have never been called to, just because someone
told them they must.

There are times in our lives when we will
need to pray for each of the things I listed in the first paragraph
-- and more besides. But not all at the same time. God may move
upon you during one of your prayer times to pray about abortion.
That burden just may not be there the next day. Don't worry about
it. God has already called multitudes of other people to pray about
abortion every day, and they do it well and at great length. It is
their specialty. Others intercede for hours for the nation and its
leaders. It is their specialty. We can all pray at times for these
things, but we are not all called to do it in great depth every
day. If there is an area that needs prayer, be assured, God has it
covered. You don't need to carry the weight of the world on your
shoulders. Intercessors that attempt to do so lose their joy and
burn out.

You may be asking, "How do I find out what
my specialty is?" Most of us, when first learning to intercede, are
going to pray about a wide variety of things. We will pray for our
nation and its leaders, for missionaries, for unsaved people
groups, for an end to sin in our country, for healings and miracles
to take place. Pray about whatever you feel a leading towards. It
is important to wait on God and ask Him each day how to pray. He
will bring things to your mind and will help you to know how to
pray them through.

But as time goes on, you will notice that
there are some things that get more of your prayer attention than
others. Some things will become a delight to pray about. They will
capture your thoughts at other moments during the day besides your
daily time alone with God. You will find yourself mentioning them
to God in short, impromptu petitions here and there. When you
notice this happening, it is a good indication that you are
starting to move into a prayer specialty.

Prayer callings are not all lifetime
callings. They may come and go. For awhile, your interest may be in
one direction; then it may shift to another. When the preoccupation
with a particular thing is gone, don't feel guilty. Your part in
praying that out may simply be done. Ask God what He wants you to
go after next.

In addition to whatever your special prayer
calling is, you will always have spheres of influence that you
alone are responsible for, and you should not neglect to pray for
these areas. You can't expect the pastor or Sister Susie to pray
your lost loved ones into God's Kingdom. Now, there may be times
when they will agree with you in prayer for your loved ones'
salvations, and Sister Susie may even have a week or two when your
son Johnny is on her heart in prayer, but when it comes to ongoing
faithfulness to pray for loved ones, it is your personal
responsibility.

It is the same with your coworkers and other
people in your little world. You are the one to pray for them. But
don't get into a legalistic running through the names of all your
family, coworkers, and neighbors, while internally you can't wait
to be done praying for them. This is what Jesus called "vain
repetitions" in Matthew 6:7. It would be better to pray for fewer
people at a time, and to be in sincere prayer for the few you pray
for. God will reveal to you which of your neighbors or coworkers He
wants to work on right now. Pray for them when they come to
mind.


 


The Bible Helps Our
Intercession




 


As you read this book, you will notice that
I keep emphasizing the importance of the Word, both in intercession
and prophecy. Without being solidly grounded in the Bible, we
cannot be the effective intercessors that we are called to
be. I have known several who have tried to receive all their
revelation exclusively through hearing from God through visions or
the inner voice. Invariably, this approach ends up in goofiness, no
matter how sincere the intercessor may be.

Just as Jesus is The Intercessor (Romans
8:34 and Hebrews 7:25), God has also identified Him as The Word:
"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God" (John 1:1). Jesus is "Faithful and True"
(Revelation 19:11); He said of the Scriptures, "Your word is
truth" (John 17:17). God has chosen to express Jesus as being
synonymous with His Word. Therefore, one of the ways we interact
with Him is through absorbing the Bible. There is no short-cut
approach to being effective intercessors. We must be in the Word
and know it well.

What will reading the Scriptures do for your
intercession? In order to pray effectively, you must understand the
character of God -- how He thinks, how He acts, what He is willing
to do for you, and how He responds to prayer. The Bible is our
primary source for knowing God's character. Additionally, you
increase in your understanding of Who God is by spending lots of
time with Him in prayer. The more time you spend in His Presence,
the better you will know how He operates. The two go together: the
Word without prayer becomes only an intellectual knowing of God,
and prayer without the Word makes entrance for wrong perceptions of
Him.

You can start interceding now, whether you
are familiar with the Bible or not, but you need to get into it and
learn as much as possible, as soon as possible. The more you know
of what it says, the better you will be able to pray. If you are
weak in knowing key prayer Bible verses, you may want to purchase
one of our books, Encouragement from God's Word, to get you
started. (It is a listing of Bible verses on various topics that
are vital to understanding God's character and getting answers to
prayer. You may purchase it at FullGospelFamily.com)
Bible time and prayer time -- these are the keys to knowing the
heart of God.

 


Here are some other things the Bible will do
for your intercession:

 


It will build your faith. As you read
specific promises and stories of how God answered the prayers of
others in the Bible, you will develop the understanding that God is
a yes-answering God. There are many places in the Bible where God
clearly says that if we call upon Him He will answer us. It
is important to pray the Word of God aloud -- not necessarily
always (because it's not a legalistic rule), but often. "So then
faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" (Romans
10:17). Reading the Word will build your faith, but speaking it
aloud so that you can hear it will build it more.

It will show you the heart of God, so
that you can pray according to His will. We can't expect to get
yes-answers to prayer if we don't understand what things are the
will of God and what aren't. I John 5:14, 15 says, "And this is
the confidence that we have in him, that if we ask anything
according to his will, he hears us: and if we know that he hears
us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we
desired of him."

It will give you God's direction about
specific things to pray for. Let me give you some examples of
how this works in my life. Sometimes, while I am involved in my
regular course of Bible reading, a verse will come particularly to
my attention. I find that I am immediately in intercession for
whatever comes to mind in connection with that verse.

While I am praying, sometimes God will speak
to me a phrase of Scripture that He wants me to pray for someone. I
may not even know where to find it in the Bible, but I can look it
up in a concordance. I find the verse and begin to pray it out,
claiming it as a promise that applies to the person or situation I
am already praying about.

One Saturday night I could not sleep.
Recognizing that God must want me to pray about something, I got up
and asked Him about it. "Pray for the church service tomorrow." I
began to pray, and before very much time had gone by, I thought I
heard Him say, "Pray Isaiah 60." As I prayed verse-by-verse through
the entire chapter, I was amazed at how applicable it was to the
needs of our church, and how God was revealing plans that He had
for our future. It was awesome! In the months and years that
followed, various prophecies came from within our church and from
outside sources that confirmed the main themes of Isaiah 60.

It will keep you anchored in truth.
Intercessors tend to be prophetic (we will discuss the prophetic
connection in depth later on), and prophetic people need to be
firmly anchored in God's truth, or they become a little wacky. You
don't want to be praying or prophesying bizarre things. Keeping up
a solid Bible-reading life will keep you from hearing and praying
weird stuff.

The Word of God is one of the weapons of our
warfare mentioned in 2 Corinthians 10:4 -- "For the weapons of
our warfare are not carnal [soulish], but mighty through God
to the pulling down of strongholds." It is part of the
spiritual armor Paul talks about in Ephesians 6:17 -- "...and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God." It is a
mighty weapon in receiving our prayer answers.

God loves it when we quote His Word to Him
in the process of pleading our case. It's not that He doesn't know
what He has written and needs to be reminded, or that He doesn't
want to do things for us and only begrudgingly gives in because we
prove to Him that He is legally bound to do so. No, God loves His
own promises and longs to fulfill them. He wants us to know what is
ours in Christ. It is for our benefit.

We also need to quote, plead, and declare
His Word as a means of defeating the powers of darkness and forcing
them to take their fingers off of whatever we are praying about.
They are the ones that need to be reminded of what is
legally ours! It's not that they don't already know, either. But
they are hoping we don't.

Always remember that we are not contending
with God. Ephesians 6:12 tells us that we
wrestle "… against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness
in high places." We don't need to wrestle our requests out of
God's unwilling hands. Martin Luther stated, "Prayer is not
overcoming God's reluctance. It is laying hold of God's
willingness."

When you are interceding, pray the
Scriptures. Open your Bible, find the verses that apply, lay your
hand on them, and ask God to perform what He has said. Tell Him you
know you are on good ground in asking. Tell hell it must back off
and let go, based on what God's Word says. Take a firm stand of
faith on the Word and don't let go. You will see results. Jesus
said, "The Scripture cannot be broken" (John 10:35). He
means every word of what He has said, and you can count on the
integrity of the Bible, rock-solid.
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